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the court of inquiry to make the de.
scent and to see for themselves. Near-
i¥ all the naval officers who attended
the torpedo school at Newport learned
diving. It was pointed out that an
ordinary experienced diver would be
anahle to testify with any degree of
accuracy as to the Lmmedlate cause
of the explosion.

New York, Feb. 21.—The invention I8
announced of the phonendoscope, an
instrurment of wonderful vyalue In study-
ing the condition of the internal organs
of the body. It Iz declared by physi-
iapa to be a tremendous advance Oh
the old stethoascape. The phonenda-
scope conveys to the physician the
pounds: made by the internal organs,
thus telllng him  whether they are
bealthy or not.

By Its a!d he can not only ascertain the
eonditlon of an organ, but trade its
shape. It has been discovered with
the phonendoscaope that the stomach as-
pumes a different form when full of
the different kinds of food and drink.
The rapidity with which various kinds
of food and drink- are digested can
also be studled accurately with the
phonendoscape. The instrument 18 the
invention of Drs. Blauchi and Bazz
of France.

Havana, Feb. 21.-—At about midnight
last mnight, while a masquerade ball
was in progress at the Irijon theater, a
bomp was exploded on the second fiaor,
destroying window blinds and the roof,
and wounding a lawyer named Pow,
and his father and two other persons.
The explosion caused great confuslon
and many of the masqueraders aban-
doned the theater. Others continued
dancing.

New ¥York, Feb 2ZlL—According to a
Key West corregpondence of the Her-
ald, John Sawyer, a prominent mer-
ghant of this city, was on the steamer
Olivette yesterday when the explosion
wana heard in Havana. When the ves-
sel was ten or twelve miles from Ha-
wang, Mr. Sawyer sayg, a report like
that of the charge of a cannon was
beard. Look!ng back in the directlon
of Havana, he saw a big volume of
smoke rising over Havana. The smoke
was 50 dense and rose to such a height
aa to cause an Involuntary remark by
s passenger that the entire clty had
heen blown up. Others thought that
it must have been the discharge of one
of the immense Krupp guna mounted
on the beach outside of MOrro castle.
What gave color to this belief was the
fact that notwithstanding the distance
and that the wind was from an oppo-
site directlon, the report was dlstinctly
beard on board the Olivette. .

New York., Feb. 21.—A dispatch to
the Herald from Key Weat gaya: It la
learned from what may be conslderéd
a semi-oMelal source, that dlvers sent
down on behalf of the United States
to examine the wreck of the battleship
Maine have made a prellminary re-
wert of the result of their work.

Incredible as It may seem, it s said
that after a partial examination of the
mgazines of the Maline, the divers
report that the one in which the explo-
slon g supposed to have occurred, 1s
intact.

Areprdlng to the correspondent’s in-
formant, the contents of these maga-
rines are unharmed. Thereforelf this
report be true AD entirely different
aspect i8 given to the terrible explo-
slon which brought death and desatruc-
tipn to the Maine,

This report reaching Key West, jt i
sald, caused the members of the court
of inquiry to declde to proceed to Ha-
vana and begln their investigation at
once |nstead of organizing_ the court
here. At any rate, the lighthouse ten-
der Mangrove, with the court of in-

ulry aboard, left for Hatana 35
a Upon reaching }m.

day evening, 1
the court will make a personal exami-

,uation of the wreck and will 1:.1\e3\ tg.k_e

lwith Secretary of War Alger.

veesel,

New York, Febh. 2.—The World says:
Nearly 100 telegraphic dispatches were
sent during the past twenty-four
hours from Governor's Island,the army
headquarters, to various points of forti-
tications along . the seaboard from
Tastport, Maine, to Galveston, Texas.
All of these fortifications [n which
guns and mortars have been mounted
are under the contral of General Mer-
ritt, commander of the department of
the east.

General Merrltt spent very little of
the day at the Island, his ataff attend-
ing to the usua! amount of telegraphla
correspondence. .

During his absence, Col. Barber, ad-
jutant general of the department of
the east, was in charge. Col. Barber
refused to discuss the reasons of the
activity along the seaboard, except to
pay that everything now being done

was merely the execution of u coast
defense program outlined geveral
months aga.

It was learned from other sources

that orders had been received on the
island on Friday pight to send from
Fort Wadsworth to Sandy Hook twen-
ty men to clean the big guns in the
rortifications there and to transfer
considerable quantities of ammunition.
The same orders brought instructions
to send forty men from Fort Schuyles

~tts Point to clean the guns
there and to overhaul the ammunition.
Fort Hancock at Sandy Hook ii also
gtill in the hands of the army en-
gineers and ordnance bureau. The en-
gineers are constructing the emplace-
ments for the guns and mortars yvet to
come, and when they complete the
work the ordnance bureau will have
to set the guns and carriages and test
them before the fort can be regularly
transferred to Gen. Merritt's com-
mand. 'The work will not be finished
untll late in the spring and the gquar-
ters for the artillery will not be fin-
jéshed under the present program until
October. Not till then will Fort Han-
cock be an official reality.

Twa days ago the artillery expert
stationed at Governor's island, the man
recognized by army men as the most
gkitiful artilleryman in the country,
returned from a tour of {nspection of
the fortifieations [from Boaston to
Charlestown.

The last place he visited was Fort
Caswell, near Cape Hatteras. On his
way back to Governor's Island he
stopped at washington and conferred

At Fort
Caswell he found three high caliber
guns in splendld shape which he daid
not know had been set up. He visited
the Boston forts, the fortifications at
Dutch, and gulllstands at the entrance
to Long Island Soun
Schuyler and Wlllets Point, Forts
Hamliton, Wadsworth and Hancock
and Slocum, the fortifications on Dela-
ware Bay, and at other places down

the coast.
Chlcago, Feb. 21,—The Union Paclfic

$18 on immligrant buei-

commlission of
The company has

nese to California.

been notified by the Western Immi-
grant Bureau and the Transatla.n‘tt:c
e

Steamship companies that unleps
payments cease at once the UUnlon Pa-
cific will be shut out from any partici-
pation in the Immigrant traffle. The
authorized commission on this busineas
Is $4,40.

- prescott, Arlz., Feb. 21.—A dlsastrous
fire cecurred here about midnight, re-
gulting in the total destruetion of the
Johnson house, a hotel owned by Miss
Christine Johnson. The house contained
'Ihetween twenty and thirty guests, and

the fire made such headway hefore be-
fng discovered that they lost nearly
teverything and many had hair breadth
tescapes. While no fatallties accurred,

d, those at Forts.

road is reported to have been paying a|

'members of diplomatic

testimony regarding the loss of the | many were quite seriously injured. Dr

D. P. Kayner was serlous

about the head, feet and ba,cE: ]i)I:,!c‘i;er?,
2xpress a doubt of hia recovery. Chaas
Perkins jumped from the second story
and sustained Injurles of the apine rBy
H, Garrett,a stenographer jumped froms
the third story and was alse injured
In the Bpine and otherwise hruiged
Annle Plergon, a chambermaid,discov-
ered the fire and remalined on the thirc;
story awakening guests till the figme:

had elosed every avenue of eacap‘:: ba
the stair ways, and she was compell K
to crawl through a windaow "3, 5

Mansard roof, where she wag pe Y,
badly burned, .

-Washington, Feb. 20.—R
Gen. Miles’s recent order fgeé'.;t:gM o
ritt, commanding the department e;;
the east, to immediately detail men
and officers to All coast defense point
where modern guns are mo“mé’&) ni:
was sald at the war department tod
that while the order was issuag as 29
ported, it was nothlng more than fols
lowing out the plan of the war gepa t-
ment formulated several yeayg =
when the present system of co“tag":
fense was . inaugurated. The orde
calls for at léast twenty men apg u‘:r
necessary officers to take charge 0%
such coast defense emplacement as
have heen completed and turned owver
to the wg.rfdepa.rtment,.

These defenee polnts are
constructed by the engineel:u::gggg :ng
the guns furnlshed by the Ordna.n'::o
department. As s00n as completed
they are turned Over to the war de-
partment and men Are at once Jatafled
to care for the expensive works and
ordnance. It is sald that a detai]l of
twenty men, 80 far from belng ap ef-
fective fighting force, Is barely suffl-
clent ta properly care for the praperty
There have been a number of thesé
coast defense works completed recent-
ly, and the order detalling men to care
for them is merely a routlne matter

In addition ta detalling the men. &
spegial board iz now In ession' in
Washington preparing plang faor per-
manent quarters at the varfous new
postg, and woark will begin on these as
soon as practicable. The men who are
statloned at these new polnts will be
drilled in the use of the guns and will
form the nucleus of & permanent heavy
artillery force, which will be augment-
ed from time to time.

It is for thls service that :
department has asked of Congfr‘;ess ?v?;
additional artillery regiments, and the
ofliclals express great hope that this
request will be speedily complied with.
as there is at present not enough men
to effectively man the many new works
which, in the development of the mod-
ern coast aystem, are being rapidily

completed and turpmed oVer to the de-
partment.
Washington, Feb. 2l.—Inquiry at

leading foreign embassies and lagations
today fails to confirm rumors that
corps have
reached the conclusion that a crisis D
Spanish affairs i8 near at hand and
that several of the forelgn representa-
tives have notified their governments
that war 4 lpevitable. The rumors
mentioned the French and British em-
bassles but members thereaf stated
positively today that no such reports
have been made from these quarters.
Of the other foreigm representatives it
is said by those In a posltion to speak
intelligently that, while the progress of
avents undouhbtedly has been com-
muniented to:the home govermments,
there 1a no knowledge of any reparts
being made that war i imminent. It is
pointed out that diplomats are guarded
n their official reports in making eon-
jectures on the future.

The man who poses as an Apollo Is
apt to be nothing but an Apollo-gy for
one. ¥




