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the court of inquiry to make the de
scentcent and to see for themselves near-

ly all the naval officers who attended
tikethe torpedo school at newport learned
diving it was pointed out that an
ordinary experienced diver would be
unable to testify with any degree of
accuracy as to the immediate cause
of the explosion

new york feb 21 the invention is
announced of the an
instrument of wonderful value in study-
ing the condition of the internal organ
of the body it toIs declared by
lanslane to be a tremendous advance on
the old stethoscope the

conveys to the physician the
agunda made by the internal organs

thus telling him whether they are
healthy or not
by its aid hebe can not only ascertain the

tondiconditiontion of an organ but tradetrace its
shapenape it has I1 been discovered with
the that the stomach as-
sumes a different form when full of
the different kinds of food and drink
the rapidity with which various kinds
of food and drink are digested can
also be studied accurately with the

the instrument tois the
invention of drs biauchi and bazzi
of france

havana feb 21 at about midnight
lastbat night while a masquerade ball
was in progress at the irijoa theater a
bombbomb was exploded on the second floor
destroying window blinds and the roof
and wounding a lawyer named pow
and his father and two other persons
the explosion caused great confusion
and many of the masqueradersmasque aban-
doned the theater others continued
dancing

new york feb 21 according to a
key west correspondence of the her-
ald john sawyer a prominent mer
ghant of tuistins city was on the steamer
olivette yesterday when the explosion
was heard in havana when the ves-
sel was ten or twelve miles from ha-
vana mr sawyer says a report like
that of the charge of a cannon was
heard looking back in the direction
ofat havana he saw a big volume of
mokeemoke rising over 34havanaavana the smoke

wassowas so dense and rose to such a height
as to cause an involuntary remark by
a passenger that the entire city had
been blown up others thought that
it must have been the discharge of one
wtof the immense krupp guns mounted
on the beach outside of morro castle
what gave color to this belief was the
factat that notwithstanding the distance
and that the wind was from an oppo-
site direction the report was distinctly
heard on board the olivette 1 I

new york feb 21 A dispatch to
the herald from key west says it Is
learned from what may be considered
a gemiaemi official source that divers sent
sawndown on behalf of the united states
to examine the wreck of the battleship
mainekane havihave made a preliminary re
wrt of the result of their work

incredible as it may seem it is said
that after a partial examination of the
magazines of the maine the divers
report that the one in which the explo-
sion Is supposed t0 o have occurred tois
intact

to the correspondents in-
formant the doncontentstents of these maga
shiesdries are unharmed Thereto relfelf this
report be true an entirely different
aspect is given to the terrible explo-
sion which brobroughtfight death and destruc-
tion to the maine I1

athisthis report reaching key west it Is
aid caused the members of the court

of inquiry to decide to proceedto ha-
vana and begin their investigation at
once instead of organizing the cauxcourtt
here at any rate the lighthouse ten-
der mangrove with the court
ary aboard left torfor havahav
day evening upon beacht
the court will make a personvern
Inationatton 0of thehe wreck indand will e

testimony regarding the loss of the
vessel

new yorkT feb 2 the world says
wnearly telegraphic dispatches were
sent during the past twenty four
hours from governors Island the army
headquartersto various points of forti-
ficationsficat ions along the seaboard from
eastportEastport maine to galveston texas
all of thesetheme fortifications in which
guns and mortars have been mounted
are under the control of general mer
ritt commander of the department 0of
the east

general merritt spent very little of
the day at the island his staff attend-
ing to the usual amount of telegraphic
correspondence I1

during his absence col barber ad
autant general of the department of
the east was in charge col barber
refused to discuss the reasons of the
activity along the seaboard except to
say that everything now being done
was merely the execution of a coast
defense program Ououtlinedtined several
months ago

it was learned from other sourcessource
that orders had been received on the
island on friday night to send from
fort wadsworth to sandy hook twen-
ty men to clean the big guns in the
fortifications there and to transfer
considerable quantities of ammunition
the same orders brought instructions
to send forty men fromfro m fort schuyleelei

ats point to clean the guns
there and to overhaul the ammunition I1

fort hancock at sandy hook is also
still in thethe hands of the army en
ginders and ordnance bureau the en
ginders are constructing the
ments for the guns and mortars yet to
come and when they complete the
work the ordnance bureau will have
to set the guns and carriages and test
them before the fort can be regularly
transferred to gen merritts com-

mand the work will not be finished
until late in the spring and the quar-
ters for the artillery will not be fin-
ished under the present program until
october not till then will fort han-
cock be an official reality

two days ago the axartillerytillery expert
stationed at governorsGoveriors island the man
recognized by army men as the most
skillful artilleryman in the country
returned from a tour of inspection of
the fortifications from boston to
charlestownCharles town

he visited was fortthe last place
caswell near cape hatterasHatt eraa on his

island heway balckback to governorsgovernor
stopped at washington anandd conferred

of waxwar alger at fortwith Secresecretary
caswell he found three high caliber

shape which he didsplendidinguns visitednot know had been set up he
fortifications atthe boston bortstorts1 the

dutch and gullistando at the entrance
to long island soundsoud d those at forts
schuyler and willets point forts
hamilton wadsworth and hancock
and slocum the fortifications on dela-
ware bay and at other places down
the coast

chicago feb 21 the union pacific
road tois reported to have been paying a

busi-
ness
commission of 18 on immigrant

to california the company has
been notified by the western immi-
grant bureau and the transatlantic
steamship compacompaniesnies that unless the
I1payments cease at once the union pa-
cific will be shut out from any partici-
pation in the immigrant traffic the
authorized commission on this business
is

prescott ariz feb 21 A disastrous
fire occurred here about midnight re-
sulting in the total destruction of the
johnson house a hotel owned by miss
christine johnson the house contalcontainedned
betweenbetween twenty and thirty guests and

I1 the fire made such headway before be
ing that they lost nearly
everything and many had hair breadth

i escapes while no fatalities occurred

many were quite seriously injured Xate
D P kayner was seriously injuredaredabout the head feet and back doctorsexpress a doubt of his recovery chaaperkinsperkina jumped from the second atomtorand sustained injuries of the spine IL
H garretta stenographer jumped fromthe third story and was also injuredin the spine and otherwise bruisedbruiseedannie piersonPl erson a chambermaid discov-ered the fire and remalremainedned on the ththirdstory awakening guests till the flameshad closed every avenue of escapeescaDebybythe stair ways and she was compelledcom nelIeAto crawl through a window to 22
mansard roof where she was rescuedrescia
badly burned

washington feb 20 referring togen miless recent order to gen mer-ritt commanding the department orofthe east to immediately detail menand officers to all coast defense pointdoinawhere modern guns are mounted tlitwas said at the war department today
that while the order was issued as reported it was nothing more than following out the plan of the war depart-ment formulated several years amkwhen the present system of coast de-fense was inaugurated the ordercalls for at least twenty men and thenecessary officers to take charrecharge atsuch coast defense emplacement as
have been completed and turned over
to the war department

these defense points are plannededanaandconstructed by the engineer corpscorns and2nd
the guns furnished by the ordnanceord nanco
department As soon as completedthey are turned over to the war dodepartapartmentment and men are at once caentailedtailedto care for the expensive works and
ordnance it Is said that a detail oftwenty men so tarfar from being an eteffighting force is barely suffi-
cient to properly care for the property
there have been a number of thethesecoast defense works completed recent-
ly and the order detailing men to carecam
for them is merely a- routine matterin addition to detailing the men a
special board tois now in session lawashington preparing plans for per-
manent quarters at the various new
posts and work will begin on these soas
soon as practicable the men who aare
stationed at these new points will toebe
drilled in the use of the guns ad vwill
form the nucleus of a permanent heavy
artillery force which will be augment-
ed from time to time

it is for this service that the war
department has asked of congress two
additional artillery regiments and the
officials express greatreat hope that taftrequest will be speedily complied with
as there is at present not enough nenmen
to effectively man the many newwnew wortaorla
which in the development of the mod-
ernein coast system are being rapidly
completed and turned over to the dde
apartmentpart ment

Wapwashingtonhington feb 21 inquiry at
leading foreign embassies and legations
today fallsfails to confirm rumors that
members of diplomatic corps have
reached the conclusion that a crisis toin
spanish affairs is near at hand and
that several of the foreign representa-
tives have notified their governments
that war is inevitable the rumors
mentioned the french and british em-
bassies but members thereof stated
positively today that no such reports
have been made from these quarters
of the other foreign representatives it
is said by those in a position to speak
intelligently that while the progress ofat
events undoubtedly has been com-
municatedmunica ted to the governments
there is no knowknowledgeledgie of any reportsreportff
being made that war is imminent WWit Is
pointed out that diplomats are guarded
in their official reports in making con-
jecturesjectures on the future

the man who poses as an apolloapolio anla
apt to be nothing but an apollo 97 for
one


