HATEVER may be sald of
American humor, there {8 no
doubt as to s digtinetive
quality, Tt Is racy of the
#oll, 1t has held ity own for

more than o century, and it s toduy s
fresh and as wholesome an the alr we
breathe,

While thers are some who affect to
belleve that genulne Amerlcan humor
18 In @ state of vonlshment and that In
0 few yonra It will become extinet, like
the dodo, there are others—and they
fare largely in the majority—who main-
taln that It wan never more promising
than ot present, At all events there I8
an awakened interent In the subject hy
reason of the announcement by n proms
Mont magazine of a geriey devoted to
B century of Ameviean humor, and 1t Is

well worth & erltieal examination
Ameriean llerature In it
no dlstinctively

vouth had
humorous  phise,
though 1t Qe

puthwhich may
hitve passed for

humor, The ears
ly wilters were
given 1o polems
len) they alwnys
vrote  with A
purpoms and
Lhisl plirpoge was
goeneranlly 10
"pollsh  off  the
ulhe fellow"
With nebineds

and dispaten,
The writers of
todny follow dif ‘
ferent methods,
though their ob ’
Jeed

practicall the

pime Philo#os |
phiet fenjamin |
Franklin horn |
near the hegin- |

ning of lh'"
elghtuanth cons |

tury, may 'w‘

o called our flest
famous  humaors
14t ut all events
he weote mu.h,i
had the hamor-
ous voin well de- |

/1 velopsd and was

{ conglatent to th ‘
vory last,

} In what, has
{ been called the |
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I Le f ‘
- . | st period  of
¢ ! {
g Y Amerlean Nieras
/ fure were pub

J lshed Joel Dar
low’'s "Hamuly
Pudding," Trum-
bull's  “"MceFin
goll," hoth heave |
Iy humarous,
and also the
fligt Ameri nn |
novel by Charles |

Thig

gecond, more pro

e  In  fietion
and Homewhat
abundant in hu.

mor, To thig pe-
riod belong J. K.
Paulding, born
1779, and Wauhe
Ington h\Inu,|
born 1793, whose |
“Knlekerbook ‘
er's History of |

| ean Lostify

,nn for more than elghty years, with
brain and pen working to the very last,

Ong of the vary few women humor-
1uth, Frances Mirlam Whitcher, was
born In 1810, and, though she died at the
nge of forty-one, her "Widow HBedott
Pupers” beoame qulle famoud, In 1814
rollleking B, P, 8hillaber was born at
Portemouth, N. H. He wag ralsed a
printer, beeame an editor and nequirsd
great fame as Mrs, Partington il
tled 80 recently as 1890, yol may be
wld 10 have bhelonged to the previoug
generation of humorists

“1 don't Blame Pringe Alfred,” sald
Mra. Partington, “for not withing to
take the throne of Grecee; he'd slip off
as sure ag you lve” Bhe preferred
“the Venun de Medlcine to any olher
gtatute” ghe knew of

An erratle genlup appeared In the
perdon of John G, Baxe, 1818, who was
admitied to the bar In 1843, ownad and
odited n paper and set the country aAgog

plays o veln of | with his poetry, witty, humorous and

| not eking in polish, He died, If not
of melancholia, yet oo melancholy man
In 1587,

In 1817 was born James T, Flelds, a
native of Portamouth, famous publish
et of Boston, a scholarly writer who
dearly dellghted to tickle the muse's
fancy with ques Cloge upon
the haels of Plelds trod the qusintest

convelts

and moat phllosophlie humorist America
ever wntw, Honry Wheeler Bhaw, who
extingulehod his rightial name In the
cagnamen of Josh Billings

never anather such an Jogh except 1 be
Artemus Ward He  wun
yourg ald when he
IXty-Heven when
heap' ol

the world and
he dled in |

humog In Josh Bllings'
because of Lut deapite thel
spolling, To prove this look up "Unele
rek,” In which the hard sense i3 ap
parent without the ald of imaglination,

There is a
“Saylngs," not
phonet!

In 181K, also, wak born I, B, Cozzons,
author of the once famous "Sparrow
wrags Fapery' and A Bojourn Among
the Hluenoges,”  The next year the

world wn2 blessed with the hirth of
Tumes Nussell Lowell, hardly second to
Holmes an o humorist, as those poe-
quainted with his “Blglow  Papers"
In him, nx slso In Holmes,
humer and  pathor  were exqulsitely
Blended, and [t Is doubitful §f elther has
been greatly surpassed. Both Holmes
ined Lowell were, first of all, men of et
tevd, nnd elther would have become fa.
mioug without the expression of the hu-
morous quallty. The “Blglow Fapers”
nbound - in orthegraphle pecullarities
hard for an Amerloan to swallow, but
there are many gems of “'purest ray se-
rene

Lowell's birth year was algo that of
W R Travers, more of wit than hu
maoriat, but one who made many laugh,
Donnld G, Mitchell (Ik Marvel), who
Wis seventy-ning years old last April,
displayed a quiet humor of the gentle
gort In hig "Teverles of a Bachelor”

Brovkden Brown. | gnd other works, always clussically el
perfod IA‘.;,-M”, though of the old gchool style
suppored to end [, H
ubout 1820, after | John Phonix, was born in 1823 and
\ Which came the ‘ dled 1861, & few years after the appear-

Darby, later and better known as

ance of hig “Phaenixiann' and “8qul-
bob Papers,” 1550 and 1550,

Anmerlea's ripe #eholor and genlal hu-
morigt of the "Easy Chale*™ sort, George

W, Curtls, born 1824, made & “hit" In
s “Potlphar Papers,” publighed years
ago, Like many another humorist,

however, he rathor looked askance at
“fun” in his latter years, He dled in
I584; but a humorist of the rollloking
port, Charles Godfrey Leland, who was
born the same year as Curtls, I8 not

New York” wos perhaps the firnt book | only living, but hay just revised his fa-

of the kKind written In America with hu
morous Intent, It “took' unyway, .-nul}
our fathers—and mothers, too, for that
matter—enjoved many a laugh at its
quips and oddities

Then there was Heba Smith, author
of witly, though vulgar, “"Major Jack
Downlng,” & “tralnband captaln, eke,
was he” and he had a most wondrous
vogue.,  Ancther contomporary  wuas
Judge T, . Hallburton, who, a Nova
HBootlun by bieth, gave New England a
dose of her own medicine in his sativies
al "Sayings and Doings of 8am Slek,"
The "'Bluenose Thumorist” was hard«
ly appreciated (n the United States, es- |
pecinlly In the canrtern portion, and
went to Fugland, where he dled (n 18605
only sIx yvears ufter gentle [rving pass
ed away.

One of our flrst nineteenth o
humorigts was G, D
Connecticut, 1802, who acquired his ¢
Jebrity uk the “leading humorist of the |
oountry™ white o resident of Kentucky,
and dled In Lonlsyilie, 1570 |

Five years later In New Hampshire |
was born Jogeph Neal Greenleaf, au !
thor of thase "Charconl Sketches™ ap-

ntury
Prentioe, born in

propriated without eredit by Charles
Dickens for his "Plekwlek Papers,"
Two vears aftery him followed Ollvey
Wendell Holmes, Cambridge, Mass

1309, who became n skilled anatomist,
physiclian, poet, prose author, inimita- |
ble humorlst, "Autocrat of the Break
fast "Table,” ete, What boy of the last
goneration had not reclted hizg “Won- |
derful One Hoss Shay" bofore he left

the public school?

Have you heard of the wonderful one
hosg #h {

That war bullt in such a logloal way

It ran & hundred years (o a doy

And then of 5 sudden It-ah, but stay,
VI el you what happenad without de-

Ronring the parson (nto fits, 1

Frightening preople out of thelr wits, ‘
Huve you ever heard of that, 1 say?

Ah, tndeed, have we never? And the
thousand and one other things that

were created by that vivid Imagination |
“little docior” Hlis

of the
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mous “Hans Breltman'' ballads, which
first appeared more than thirty years
ago, Bill Arp (Charleg Henry Smith),
Wwhose humor has the genulne southern
smock to It, was born in Georgin In
15240, where he still Hves In Cartersville,
Major € . Halplne, better Known as
Private Miles O'Rellly, was one of the
few Amerlcan humorists of forelgn
birth, having from Ireland in
1847, He died in 1568 at the early age of
thirty-nine but another  humorist,
Charles Dudiey Warner, born the same
yvear as Halpine, 1528, nearly reached
thecentury'send. Halplne wasa wartime
writer, but Warner's humor Is for all
time, having in It the essence of peren-
nlal youth, Hig delightful "Summer In
n Garden™ appeared In 187, and his
equally atltractlve "Backlog Studles"
In 1872, He traveled muoch, wrote much
and Aled In the fullness of vears and
knowledge,

The decade opening with 1830 yields a
“haker's dogzen” of humorists who ne-
quired worldwide fame, first on the list
bhelng J. Proctor Knott, suthor of the
amazing “Duluth Bpeeah” In congress,
He wans botn in Kentucky, 1880, and
gtill Hyes in Danvitle, Tn 1832 appeared
one who wrote voluminously in after
e ap Q. K, Philander Doesticks, P, B,
born Thompson, volept Mortimer, an
alleged humorist who durlng wartime
vogue, but who at his
will long outlast

come

hnd qulte

the contury
In 1833 was born David Nosa Locke
warld the unctuoug
Petraleum V, Nasby of “Confedrit X
Roads™ fame. He “swung round the
with Preaident
whom, by thé way

Johnson, of
remarked

he one

| " ) M
that "It would have been $10 In Andy
]

Johnheon's pocket If he'd never been
born,” and published “Ekkoes From
Kentucky,” "Nasby In xlle,” as wall
ng uw tender poem  called Hannah
June," Locke (Nasby) died In 1558 art

er i very busy life
The year 184 was made notable in
our annntg {(f for nothing else by the

fife fowed ' births of Charles Farrar Browne (Arle
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[ mus Ward), Frank Stoekton and
Charles H., Webb (John Paul), 'The
first two ure known the wide world
aver If the third s not; but, what is
botter, the last two are yot allye, and
[ vory much allve for velerang of nearly
threescore and ten, Drowne wag born In
Maine, Webh In New York and Stock-
(ton in Phlladelphla, The firgt named
died tn England In 1867, the second
after inventing several ukeful machines
and publishing booka In prose and
verse, how resides ut Nantucket, Mass,
He clalms the proud digtinetion of hay-
ing edited und published Mark Twain's

firnt book, "The Jumping Frog,"
[t were superfiuous aimost to more

waurd, a “downenster,! born Browne,

it with “malles prepense,”

Caz

Iife aa o printer's devil on the Skowhe-
gan (Me) Clarion and won a reputa-
tlon by his Artemus Ward papers In
the Cleveland Plain Dealer,  There
must have been real wit In those pas-
pers, for they overran the country lke
a prairie fire and then leaped aeross
the Atlantie, where they made the au-
thor a reputation in London and paved

the way for hlg Jectures there, which
woere Immensely popular, While It Iy
doubtful If Artemus Ward's work

would, on the whole, pass muster at
this time, still there Is somewhat in it

savoring of wit, if not of wisdom, Like
Josh Blllings, he played the fool in or-
der to attract popular attention, Llke

the great trio of humorists, Twain, BIil.
lings and Stockton, he was vyeory
“thrifty,” at his death leaving quite a
propefty for the founding of an asylum
for superannuated printers and print
ers’ orphans

A8 to his humor let a fow
bricks” attest

She played the accordion divinely, Ae-
cordionly 1 praised her

They have queer hotels In Oregon, 1 re.
|7|l|!l|‘nl one where they gave me a bag
of onts for a plllow. T had nightmare,
of conrk In the morning the landiord
sald, "How do you feel, old hoss, hay!?
I told him 1 felt my ouin

I ke musie, 1 can't sing
I am not a sucerss

“spedimen

A4 a singist
I am saddest when |

% lvgr 8o also are those who hear me
ey are sadder even than | am

Brighum Young is dreadfully marvied

Ha's the moat mareied man I evar gaw [n
my lte, | saw hisv mothardn-law i
cun't exactly tell you how many (here is
of her, but it 18 u geod denl, By the way,
Shukespsare Indorscs  polvgamy, He
rpeake of the “"Merr Wiver of Wind
sor.”  How many wives did Mr. Windsor
bave? But we'll let thut pass. The pretty
girls of Utah mostly muarry~Young:

P'oor Brawne dled bravely, as he had
lHved merrily, a jest on his lips &imost
[at the lagt, It geems o long while gince
| the news came over that he had paased
away, yet, na already stated, his broth:
er humorlst, Stockton, dating from the
same year, 1844, muill survives, Froank
. Btockton began his life work as a
Jjournalist and hix lterary career by

There was | than mentlon the name of Artemus | contributing to the muguzines. His hu-

mor was not at first suspected, 1t waa

forty-flve | who nchleved as great & reputation | of #0 qulet a sort, like certain lgueurs

give Josh Bilngs to | ebroad ag in this country and & greater | almont Insensibly warming the cockles
In thig country than any other humors
[at of his class, He may perhaps be
(leketed as the flirst of his genua to
make humor a profession or to gu Into
He began

[of the heart, but warming them just
[the same, When, however, the publie
{ "eaught on" to his pecullar gtyle, they
| becume quite hungry for I, and the au-
thor of "Rudder Grange,” "The Lady

Y,

or the Tiger" and forty other hooks, 18
now & very wealthy man, His address
18 Charlestown, W. Va,

Posterity will probably award the
palm to the group of humorlsts com-
priging Artemus Ward, Josh Billings,
Stockton and Mark Twaln, Rach has a
different humor, but each 18 superh,
When Arfemus was In California, he
and Mark Twaln came into conjunction
~In fact, they not only met, but they
wrota pretty much the same sort of
gtuff, only Mark did not attempt to
make his writing popular by bad spell.
[Ing. It was about that time Ward
‘ wrote: “The Pacific rallway I8 now
completed from Sacramento to Folsom,
Cal., which leaves 2,221 miles to go by
conch, This breaks the monotony, It
came near hreaking my back."

Twaln was born the year after Ward
and Stockton, or in 1835, and everybody
knows his life by heart, so it 18 useless

gratulation that the author of “The
Jumping Frog." "“Innocents Abroad,"
Roughing It," ete., 13 still with us, a
Fmagnificent example of the sterling eli-
| Jzen ar well as lonely specimen of the
fold time humorist, Bixty-six I8 not so
| very far along, although it must seem
much to Twaln, who hag seen g0 many
fall by the wayside, and everybody
'h-p.« thut this peerless humorlst wiil
live on to round out an even century,
In 15836 were born {two humorists of a

BETWEEN THE POLES.

Indla produces annually about §10,-
000,000 of gold,

The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul
management has adopted a rule to use

Indian names only for sleeping and
parior care. One of the new Pullman
glaepers just dellvered to the St Paul

road haa been named Nepahwin (gleep),
8 eister sleeping car has been named

Ewayen (lullaby), and a third care Is
named Omena (Aight of a plgeon)

A curlous custom prevalls in Korea,
If a man meets his wife In the street
he ignores her presence and passes her
{ ay if she were a stranger,

Measurements of salmon leaps may
now be Included in high jump records
Standards were erected below water-

talls by Norweglan fishery commission-
ergt, The figh are credited with & maxi-
mum leap of twenty feet in the officlal
records,

France hag a soldler to every 69 ine
habitants, Germany one (o every 89,
Italy one to every 126, Russia one to
every 134 and Great Britaln one to ev-
ery 100,

Swins papers record a decline In the
export of wood carvings and attribute

10 repeat it here, It is a matter of |

different sort, Thomar Dalley Aldrich,
bettor known as o wielter of dainty
verge (han for his very funny “‘HBad
Boy," and Robert H, Newell, whore
wirthme pseudonym of Orpheus ©

to his style, The former (Aldprich) I8
living fatly on the proceeds
ous bhooka and rich legacies, bul pool
Nowell recently pnssed beyond,  The
famous Amerlean author W, . How-
elly, whose muany books all betray an
exquisite humor, was born In Ohlo, 1847,
and Is atill actively at work at the agye
of sixty-four, W. L, Alden, whose hu-
mor hag attracted attention In the past,
{s how resident In London as A news-
paper correspondent, Bome of hig books
are “Adventures of Jimmie Brown”
“The Moral Plrates” and "Domentic
Exploslves,"

The year 1888 gave birth to John Hay,
one thme humorlst, present day diplo-
matlst, author of "Plke County Bal-
lnds,” “Little Breeches,”" ete, Rvery
lover of fine humor went into mourns
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Ihg when Hay abandoned hig muse for
the sterner mistress diplomacy, And
he is the Hay who once wrote:
| Thera are thres specles of oreatures whi

when

[ They seem coming are golng,
When they seem golng they come-—
Diplomats, women and crabs!

In 1830 Albany, N. Y., gave us Bret
:Hnrtv, who went to Callfornia in 185t

COMPARISON OF ANCIENT
AND MODERN DINNERS.

“In olden times, when the sybarite
tastes of the Roman emperors were
only satisfled with dishes of such elab-
‘ ornteness of tagte that It was necessary

to construet them of only parts of the
| rarest birds, anlmals and fishes, and of
dighes that we In these days would con-
slder almost eriminal In waste,” says
& well known goclety woman, “the meal
we now eall dinner was then most cor-
rectly designated supper, and certainly
untll quite recent times was taken at a

it Is now. 8o far this was a sensible
state of affairs, It is true, however,
that the wine consumed and the
amusements indulged In at the suppers
of the Roman emperors would be a l1it-
tle out of place even in the most Bohe-
mian restaurants—eay, for (nstance,
such as are to be found at Monte Carlo,
Paris, New York, ete.—although there
i3 reason to believe that the wines gen-
erally drunk were of a purer and more
wholesome or less injurlous nature
than much of what 18 produced today,
The art of adulteration had not been
carrled to the perfection that obtains
now,

“'As to the digeatibliity of the recher-
che cookery they fs no doubt that a
dinner of many courses {8 more digest!-
ble and more assimilable and more fut-
tening than what would be known as
a good plain dinner, Personally, I am
always satisfied with what I consider
should be called a good and proper din-
ner—viz, six courses,

“With regard to recent innovation in

Karr (or Office Seeker) gives an Index |

|
f numners

much earlier hour In the evening than |

and there, ke Ward and Twain, found
fodder of the right sort for hisn Per
gusu He has bgen living ul road for |
the past gquartér century and writing
povels, but he can't do better than
when he produced “The Heathen Chi-
| nee,” “Ihe Society Upon the Stanis«
laus.” “Luck of Roarlng Camp” and
things of that 1K

Lossey Hehts of 1880 are M, D, Landon
(K1l Porking), who now lives in New
York elty, author of “Wit, Humor and
Pathos,” “Ihirty Yeurs of Wit" and
many other humorous ROOKS, and Cy
Sulloway, the tall congressman from
New Hampshire, who eccaslonally de-
flghts his hearers with a speech that
for humor can he compared only with
gomething stmilar from his colleague,
Champ Clark, his junior by éleven yeurs,
One congressman s a Republiean, the
ather 18 0 Democrat, but both men are
rich, rare and juley in thelr speeches,
although ag authors they have not yet
reached far beyond The Congressional
Record,

Cleorge Wilbur Peck, born 1840, who

reputation for thig hume
in New York, where ho mrl::',:i n’flr I1ves
rial for hls Bowary cl:unu-w,“ .{.”“'"
Jenks, born 1867 and now un (e m“w!«r
ul staft of Bt, Nieholap, ghsseswed p '“f"
quisite humor and by & wilrey of ¥ »‘
turned phrases and quaint copoe)n 1
I8 author of “Imaginotions, o 7 Hy
less Tales," and other books, iy .l vy
Jutor, Albert Rigelow Paine, bory ;!
has attracted attention by yg , ,,". o,
view, nearly always humorony in )"r
"Gobolinks,"” “The Arkansaw He '!7
and “The Bread Line," &
Although better known ag o tei
Marshall B Wilder, born 13
cluim to being a humorbus ay
account of hig "People 've
With," the number being leglon,
A writer of humorous fubles by arl
en of late In the porgon of o} oo .‘-h“
born In Kentland, 1nd,, 1860, & (h e
Journallst and nuthor of gy “,‘T”
Slang,' "More Fables," ote. 40 eﬂm!'-
year gave birth to Frank Qejer Bur.
writer and 1Nustratar :
made hits with his “Purple (g
“Nongense Almanac” and other “__“
A year younger than both thess

"“P‘.
iy
10F on

Smileg

Fosi, who g

sy
(Bechune thim, a8 he might say) K Py
ter Finley Dunue, journalist ang 1
thor of Chleaga, wWhose rige (o fite

with Mr, Dooley
ng o protege has
heen  phenonjes
nal, He 1s one of
the foew exam-
ples of #uecess.
ful dlalect writs
Ing In  ripont
yoars which owe
their success to
the fact that
they had solld
genke behind
them and glime
mering through \\w
the chinks, ¥is &
“Mr. Dooley In
Peace and War"
and “Mr. Doo.
lev's Philosophy"
have recelved
high praise,

(. V. Hobart,
a young Cana«
dlan doing Jour«

RN}
.f"'.!_«'nm )

has been mayor of Milwaukee and gove

Journaligt, but better known as the au-
thor of the "Peck's PBad Hoy"
and plays. His present address (s Mil-
waukee,

ornor of Wisconsin, 1s well Known a8 |

storles |

nalistle work in
the Unl ted
Btates, brought
out a formldabla
rival to My, Doo-

The year 1841 Introduced to the world
two such celebritios as C, H, Clark
(Max Adeler) and James M. Bailey, the
once famous Danbury News Man,
Each one had his innings, bat only
Clark, author of “Out of the Hurly Bur
Iv,” “"Elbow Room,” ete, remaing alive,
Year 1842 Is responsible for a brace of
worthies, C. ", Adamy, author of “Lee-
dle Yaweob Btrauss,"” a native of Mas-«
sachusetts, and Charles B, Lewls, othe
erwise and better known as M. Quad, a
native of Ohlo. Both have been sguce
cessful, and, what I8 far better from
our point of view, both are still alive
and dolng remunernthe work,

Robert Jones Burdette, once known
a8 the Hawkeye Man, & humaorist by
birthright and a preacher by adoption,
lives now In Pasadena, Cal, being at
the present time fifty-seven years old,
Joel Chandler Harrls, racy Uncle Re-
mus, owns up to fifty-thres years, half
of them spent in editorinl work, He
Hves In Atlanta and s devoting all his
time to the production of more stories
of the Uncle Remus gort,

In 1850 Edgar totherwise known as
Bill) Nye was born in Shirley, Me., Ar-
temus Ward’'s natlve state, Like him,
he had only a common school educh-
tlon, drifted into journallam and then
Into fame, Nye I8 almost the only hu-
morist who looked the character, havs
Ing had a physlognomy provocative of
merriment and a jolly disposition, He
died young, unfortunately—that is,
“voung for hlm,"” as he might himself
have sald=having departed this life In
1806. But, though physicaily absent, he
will he long rememberad as the author
of “Bill Nye and the Boomerang." "“The
Forty Liars," "Baled Hay" and other
interesting works,

Another journalistic humorist, also
born In 1860, war Eugene Fleld, whose
untimely death In 1895 has been, like
Nye's, universally lamented. Few oth-
er writers, except R, L, Stevenson, have
recelved such posthumous praise as
Fleld, and his books, such as his “Lit-
tle Book of Western Verse" and "With
Trumpet and Drum,"” have had wide
clreulation,

James Whitcomb Rlley, surviving lee-
ture partner of Nye, humorous dlalect
poet, author of “The Old Swimmin'
Hole," ete, was born In 1863, His ad-
Iress I8 Indlanapolis, In the year 1808 a
promising lght was extinguished when
H, C, Bunner died at the age of fortys
one, The year of hig birth, 1855, was
tlsn that of Edward W, Townsend, aus
hor of "Chimmle Fadden,” “Major
Max,” "Days Like Thege," ete, books
that have had large sales and won a

the dinner course, such as an lee course
durlng dinner or a raw fruit or even
hors d'eewvre course hefore the soup, 1
think they are absolutely wrong In ev-
ery way, The dinner should begin with
a little good soup, and there I8 no doubt
that by being rapidly absorbed into the
system and thereby stimulating the
nervous energy it tends to the tfurther-
ance of the digestion of the after
dishes,

Of course In the matter of liquids
taken at meals the customs of those
days were very different from present
day customs, In those days little liquid
was taken during the dinner meal,
mostly atrong sherry and even port
with the cheese, but unfortunately, per-
hape, & great deal too much after, I
cannot remember the cases of (he
guests being under the table after the
dinner, but I can remember a good
many who were none the better for the
quantity of port they drank.

“1 must say that I think the best time
for dinner 18 half past 7, and as
two hours would be gonsumed at din-
ner, dessert and win® after, the diges-
tion would not commence untll about
half past 9, and the stomach would
then be falrly empty, as It should be,
betore the diner goes to bed, Of courge
when we stay up late, as in the case of
theaters, balls, ete, a sandwich with
any particular lquid that the Individ-
ual cares for may be taken. That will
be four or flve hours after dinner and
without harm, but the ‘gorge and guz-
zle’ of the present day at the fashion-
able restaurants after returning from
the theater or other late functlon are a
mistake all round and certalnly are not
conducive to length of life. I may con-
clude by saying that dinners are not

quite so long this winter as they were
last, an advantage all round,”

ley In his Herr ¢
IDinkelspiel,
whose German
|dlnl~r-l 18 up-
| 1'1»;1|']‘|HH|}‘ fun-
ny, Laust to he
mentioned as one
lof the younger
humorists is Faul
Laurence Dun-
bar,' born in
Ohlo, 1872, and
the only one of
African  descont
who has achlev.
ed wide distines
tlon, He i3 au-
thar of soveral
books, such as
“Liyries of Lowly
Life" and “Folks
From Dixie"
which have ro-
eelved praige
from such an
eminent eritic as
W. D, Howellsn,
Bome names a-
mous in the past
or present mny
have escaped the
ken of the gb-
server, but it |y
belleved that
nearly all have

{ been mentioned L P
{in  this artlcle HILLABOERE
| that have given L

this country fts

reputation as the home of humor, I1th
o pleasure to note that of the more
than Nfty Amerfoan humorists hers
glven fully haif the number are lving
and most of them working today, An
nther encouraging fact Is that the sup:
ply of humoreus writing geems to keep
pace with the demand both n quantlty
und quality, The prophecy once utler
ed that the fount of Amerlean humor
was about to run dry seems In no dans
ger of immediate fulfillment,

FREDERICK A, OBER.

WINDY CITY'S TELEPHONE BOON,

The demand for telephones in Chi-
cago Is beyond the regources of the tel
ephone company, and it hag withdrawn
Its canvassers, Thia Increase s the ré
sult of the company's campalgn of ed-
ucation In connectlon with the experi-
mental installation of party lnes In
resldences and small stores, Of the 10,
000 new subscribers secured during the
past six months 9,000 are persons who
had never before used the telephone
It 18 hoped to Increase the present nium:
ber of Instruments In the city (40,000) to
100,000 In two years, giving the cliy &
larger number of telephone gubscrfbers
for its population than any other city
in the world.

President John L Sabin of the Chlea
go Telephone company has made @
popular hit by installlng movable phones
in fashlonable restaurants, You do not
have to leave the table to enjoy this
luxury, “‘Walter, bring me a tol
phone,” i8 the only order necessary 0
have a fully equipped long distance
phone at your elbow, By slmply order-
ing a telephone & guest may be placed
In communication with New York of
Denver or any other city served by the
Chloago Telephone company without
moving from the table at which dinner
or luncheon I8 belng served. The serv
lce ja very simple.

What {8 termed a “teleplione spring
jack” 18 adjusted to the wall near (he
table, and when the telephone s order
ed the waiter brings the lnllrumf'n(l:
inserting o plug In the “spring jack
perfecting dlvect connestion with the
malin telephone exchange.

SUCH I8 FAME,

Autograph letters of Wagner have
been discovered In use as jam pot cov
ers, A German journallst found them
at the house of two malden ladles, sl
ters of & musiclan long since deceased
who had formerly been in Intimate cor
respondence with the composer of “Far
sifal.” The ladies were exhibiting 10
him with much pride their cupboards
tull of jam when the journallst sa¥
some writing on the covers which b
recognized as that of Wagner, The W
perior thickness of the paper, which aF
most resembled parchment, had sup-
plfed the reason for its application ©
this domestic use,

it to the lack of wvarlety In the cary-

Ings, the few subjects being monoto

nously repeated,
| Coal {8 worked so easily In China that
in Shans| it sells at less than 12 cents a
ton at the mines,

Here 15 a simple method of making a
half ton of coal last as long as three-
quarters of a4 ton. The plan i1s to place
& quantity of chalk in the grates, Once
heated this is practieally inexhaustible

from combustion and gives out great
heat

A French conserlpt has been excused
from thres years' service because of
{ugliness. It was held that his appear
'ance would make his comrades laugh
and thus interfere with discipline

The largest wrought iron pillar 12 at
Delhl, Indla. It is sixty feet high and
welghs seventeen tons,

There are now in operation in Bel.

glum eleven extensive mills where corn-
meal Is ground. One mill at Alost has
A capacty of 17,000,000 pounds per year,
It is sald that all the mills are crowded
&t present,

The Croton dam, which holds New
York city’s chief water supply, is 300
feet high, with a Yase of 216 feet.

A London newspaper announces that
the principality of Walss

———

Wales. This change Is In response 10
the Welsh request that the vr‘m""““;"
figure In the royal standard or in !
arms of the helr apparent. v
The cotten crop of the United ﬂtml‘t
now almost equals in value its whed
erop. o
The gold mines of Mysore, Indi
worked by Amerlean elestrical devicth

IO depe o | Jhe power being from ihe meiliis

sented In the arms of the Prince of | alayan snow.




