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found in the combustible nature of the
buildings in many American cities,
and in portions of all. Lumber dwel-
lings are very common in this coontry.
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months of dry weather, they are like
tinder, and the wonder is not that there
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that they are not still more numerous
and extensive., The use of so much
Iumber in the suface of bulldings, in-
side or out, should be discouraged,
and s0 far as advisable, actually
forbidden by law, Maunieipsl ordinan-
ces would be greatly inoperative where
the community were blessed with such

- judges as we have around hire, who are
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_ found,and as it is it can not be safsly
supplanted, except in part, even by
iron, for it has been demonstrated that
& 80lid stick of timber in a bullding is
far maore serviceable than an iron beam.
Plaster is an exesilent, non-conduetor,
whrich renders plaster houses preferable
to lumber ones. - Some cheap and effec-
tive method of rendering shingles fire-
: proof ought to be invented and brought
1 into general use, if poasible.
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