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cent, apd that it is wholly destitute of
eyery feature that goea to make a
trust objectionable. What It has al-
ready done inspires the fullest confi-
dence that it will continue to consider
conscientlously the: interests of the
public, and to furnish light:and powev
at the lowest living rates,

AMERICAN CIVILIZATION PREVAILS.

gSpain is indebted to the United States
for proclamations issued by the chiefs
of the insurgents, both in the West In-

dian and Philippine islands, to the ef-
fect that the warfare must be carried
on according to the princlples recog-
nized by the ecivilizatlon of this cen-
tury. General Gomez has told his
army that severe penaities awalt those
who violate the rules of civilized war-
fare and Aguinaldo, In the same spirit,
has forbidden the hosts under his com-
mand to commit acts of cruelty be-
yond those necessary in combat. He
says the lives and property of foreign-
ers, including Chinese and Spanish
non-combatants, must be respected
and protected, and that prisoners of
war must be treated humanely. He
warns his troops against attacking
hospitals and persons engaged In the
work of caring for the wounded.

If the insurgents will act upon these
jnstructions the hostillties will no
longer be characterized with the bar-
barities of which both parties hitherto
appear to have been guilty. And the

{nterference of the United States is
the cause of this change. The In-
surgent chiefs understand that this

country is waging a war in the Interest
of humanity and that it can afford to
have no allies but such as respect the
rights of others. Even this is a blg
gtep In advance, and expensive though
the war preparations are to this coun-
try, it is a question whether the money
js not well spent, if thereby what
threatened to become a war of exters
mination In savage splirit has been
changed into a contest on more humane
lines. It has already prevented the
ruthless sacrifice of property and mas-
sacre of innocents as a consequence of
fes won.

Vi-(;"tl?g influence of the United States on
the races for whom the war is waged
may be regarded as a proof that they
are well adapted for the benefits of
clvilization, and it indicates that under
proper guidance thelr future may be-
come a bright one. The war will not
pe in vain, If it releases millions of
human beings from the bondage of
medlaeval conditions and opens to them
the avenues through Wwhich liberty and
happiness are obtalned.

LATEST FROM THE FRONT.

It ;aeems from the dlspatches (which
had not up to the latest hour been
eon'tradlc.ted) that there has been an

ement between the landed forces
&"ﬁi United States and some Spanish
guerilias near Guantamamo, some fifty
miles east of Santlago de Cuba. The
fighting, acoording to these accourns,
must have been of a very desultory
nature, as combats with guerillas are
likely to be, and the ugliest phase of
it appears to be that our forces did not
win altogether, even, If they falled to
get the worst of it. Several men were
kllled and preaumably a cqrres'pondlng
number wounded on the Amerlean
gide, while mo losses but only the evi-
deqrcea thereof were discoverable on
that of the Spanish. It seems, how-
ever, that the latiter abandoned their
varlous positions, leaving nothing but
bloody pools and tralls, and as their
dead and (njured were not present
when our forces

course not even an estimate of the
enemy's casualtles can be made. Un-
less subsequent dlspatches modify the
agcounts so far received very much, it
can be set down as having been a
sharp and "at times decidedly hot en-
counter without having been decisive
as to any practical featQre. It is the
kind of thing that must be looked for
on Cuban soll until the Americans ar-
rive in something 1ike force on the
fsland, when engagements of a differ-
ent character may he counted on.

In line with this latter statement
comes a dispatch directly from head-

quarters at Washington, announcing |

that General Shafiter and some 15,000
men had embarked at early dawn this
morning and were on thelr way to Cu-
ha. This movement has not been
made oo soon, as must be evident to

anyone who Keeps posted as to the way |

things are golng, Undoubtedly troops
in great numbers and with splendid
equipment will be wanted there now
‘that the lce is broken. All the men that
have s0 far been landed in Cuba from
the United States and all that can be
landed within a few day» can be met
at any given point by a Spanish force
outnumbering them at the ratio of at
least four to one, {f the latter receives
word of it in time, and while the Amer-
icans expect for A& while to encounter
odds and hold their own, If nothing bet-
ter, it is still the part of wisdom not to
tempt the fates too far.

This all brings to mind once more the
suggestion previously made in these
columns, that the government I8 mov-
ing with more caution than some people

| give it credit for. Its rule not to give

out Intended movements but only those
which have been consummated Is a
most wise and timely one, as other-
wise the Spanish could keep posted as
to what is going on agalnst them with-
out having to resort to much endeavor
or run any great risks. It Is more than
probable, therefore, that the “informa-
tion” which is permlitted to percolate
through the lines and reach them will
do them mote harm than good; that
about the time they effect a concen-
tration of forces at any point with the
expectation of taking and holding it,
they will find themselves a day or 8o
too late—that the “Yankee plgs” are
there ahead of them and they must
fight aggressively rather than de-
fensively, if at all. Surely the govern-
ment would not give to the world in-
formation so important as that a large
army had just started for Cuha, the
landing place of which {s already
known, and thereby enable the Spanish
to mass their forces in that particular
locality. No, the chances are that, ag
previously stated, the present tense
means the past and the troops are now
80 mnear the point of d!sembarkation
that it matters not how much the
enemy may know of it.

A dispatch just recelved states that it
is semi-officlally denled at Madrid that
any Americans have landed. This abll-
ity to extract comfort from the most
discoutraging circumstances {3 one that
must be of Immense valula to the dons
just now. \

CURE FOR CONSUMPTION.

If Dr. J. B. Murphy of Chicago, as
claimed, has succeeded In discovering
a sure cure for consumptlon, he has
conferred a great benefit on mankind,
besides securing for himself Immortal
fame. At the recent meeting of the
American Mediecal assoeclation at Den-
ver he read an address embodylng the

results of his Investigations and ex-
perlments.

Dr. Murphy's theory {8 that If the
diseased lung can be relieved of the

respiratory exercjse for a sufficlent
length of time nature will heal the or-
gan affected.

He clatms that the sote -
took possession, of ‘spots In the cavities and In the tissues

constant motlon,
prevented from

of the lung while in
as In breathing, are
healing by constant Irritation. The
tubercular sore wlll heal if left alone
and not contlnually opened by respira.
tion. In order to Insure this state of
rest, the doctor fills the pleural cavity
with simple nitrogen gas, which has
no effect on the tissues and will not
be absorbed. The action of nitrogen
compreases the lung and gives it entire
rest, while the nodule of tuberculosis
becomes cicatrized and a new tissus
builds up around it. While this repa-
rative process is golng on life is easily
sustained by resplratlon through the
other lung, which, If diseased, may be
treated in the same manner until fully
restored.

What makes this discovery, if It
proves effective,all the more valuable is
the fact that the dlscovererdoes not sur-
round it with an alr of mystery, but
glves it freely to the profession and the
public in order that its merits may be
thoroughly tested. According to late
statisties on the subject of lung dls-
eases, it fs shown that the deaths of
consumption in the {United Siates are
atbout 100,000 a year. Any remedy that
claims to conguer this enemy certainly
deserves attention.

PORTO RICO,

The supposition now is ?:M Colonel
Torrey’s regiment, after aving re-
ported to Gemeral Fitzhugh Lee at
Jacksonville, Fla., will be ordered to

Porto Rico. 'The news of the intended
move s said to have been recelved
with mueh gratification among the
boys.

Porto Rico, from all acoounts, seema
to be a desirable place to go t0. The
island has an abundance of fertlle soil
and is well supplied with woods and
water. Other Islands In the same
group are almost destitute of springs
and the people depend on water col-
lected after the rainy season, While
Porto Rico has not less than seventeen
streams rising in the mountalins and
crosging the valleys om their way to
the sea. Same of them are navigable
for amaller vessels a considerable dla-
tance. ‘There are also several lakes.
The country Is almost entirely free
from snakes and other venomous rep-
tiles, 20 the natives do not hesitate to
sleep in the forests.

Porto Rico !s much smaller in size
than Cuhba, but she {8 at present much
more prosperous than her sister col-
ony. It Is only since the beginning of
the present century that Spaln has
pald any attention to this possession. -
Before that time the place was oon-
gidered important only as a watering
station for the Svanish ships, and it
was used as a sort of Spanish Siberia. .
The rich mlnes of Mexioo and Peru oc-
cupted the attemntlon of the home gov-
ernment. Since 1820, however, the
island attracted the notice of her Eu-
ropean rulers. Hosts of greedy =ad- -
venturers and office holders fiocked to
ita citles in search of fortunes and
from that time on the misrule inaug-
urated resulted in political rislngs, as
in other Spanish colonies.

Porto Rleo under a free governimemnt
iz destined %o become a great commer-
cial cemter. -Her geographical position
{s favorable. There are abundant har;
bors, although these are said to be
dangerous to enter at a certaln time of
the year, owing to the wind which
caluses the sea to break with great vio-
lence. This 15 a disadvantage, hut one
which skllful navigatora can ©ope
with.

About a quarter of a cemtury ago,
Germany was about to seize Porto
Rico under the guige of purchase., The
government of that empire was look-
ing out for maval and coaling stationa
in this hemlisphere and found the




