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Acecording to tradition, the temple
was built on thé place where Abra-
ham was to havesacrificed his son;
and this tradition is supported by
Chron. II, iii: 1. f*And Bolomon
commenced to build Jehovah’s
House in Jerusalem, on the mount
Morijah,” which name in Hebrew
means, the ‘‘Appearance of Je-
hovah,’ so called, it is presumed,
from the appearance of the angel
Jehovah to Abraham at the time of
his intended sacrifice. Solomon
also built a palace, a complex of
many magnificent buildings, as
well as other structures,all of whieh
spread the report of the wisdom and
wealth of this king to the uttermost
Jparta of the then known world.

The prosperity of the elty was,
however, of short duration. It was
sown lu a soil plowed with the
sword, watered with blood, and
renped with the nssistance of heath-
en neighbors. No prosperity thus
gained cau ever last long. It seems
to be an inmutable law, demonstrat-
ed on every page of history that
only that which is gained in right-
enusness can Inst. Blessed are the
“rentle-minded,” for they shall
possess the earth. I8 more than a
promise. It is a staternent of a true
philosophical principle. Violence
breeds corruption; alleginnce with
the enemies of God ecauses putrefac-
tion; and these bring speedy des-
truction. Thbey are the consump-
tion of the Iungs of the people.
From this general law of nature,
“The Holy City?’ was not exempt.

Already after the death of Bolo-
mon, the ten tribes revolted and
founded a kingdom of their
own; and from this tiine the
glory of the city wasgone. The
Egyptians, under Pharach Bches-
chonk, spoiled the temple and the
palaec. Philistines and Arabians
invaded the city under the reign of
King Joram. Joas, the king of Is-
rael, gained o victory over Amazia
at Beth-semes, entered Jerusalem
and carried off the treasures of the
temple and the palace. Not econ-
tent with this, he broke down the
wall in the northern part of the city
where it wns most needed. This
took place 820 B.C.

The righteous king Uzziah re.
stored the walls and ercefed
peveral towers, Hezekinh bnilt
a sccond wall In order to include
that part of the city whieh had been
built outaide the first wall, and he
also bullt a canal to supply the city
with water, But his son Manasseh
suffered an invasion by the Assyr-
ians and wns himself for a short
time kept a prisoner in Asasyria,

648 B.C. On his return, he did all
he could to keep the walls in repair.
Josiah (840-809 B.C.) repaired the
temple; but nothing of all this
could help the fallen city. There
were no walls, no outward work on
tbe once glorivus temple. Judah
had departed from the way of the
Lord. Nothing short of a fall re-
pentance could save them from the
predicted doom. They did not re-
pent truly and the doom cane,
During the reign of Jojakim (609-
598 B.C) Jerusalem was taken by
Nebushadnezzar, further punished
during Jojachim, and finally during
the miserasble reign of Zedekiah
(587 B.(.) after pevenieen months’
of struggles all but totally destroyed.

One of the first concerns of the
Jews who returned from Babylon
under the leadership of Zerubbabel
was to rebuild the temple. It was
finished 516 B.C., but looked so
miserable compared to the former
building that the venerable fathers
who had seen both structures could
not help erying at thesight. Alexnn-
der the Great, warned by God in a
dream, did not molest the city,as was
no doubt his originai Intention, but
Ptolemmus I. took Jerusalem 320
B. C., and broke the wall down in
geveral places, Twenty years later
the whole of Palestine fell into the
hands of the Egyptinns. Again the
nnfortinate city suffered destruc-
tion hy the hand of Antichus Epi-
phams (168 B. C.) However the
great Jewish hero and patriot, Judas
Maccabzeus, succevded in retaking
the temple, which he surrounded
with a wall; but the Syrians pos-
sessed David?’s fortress, Akra, From
this time bloody scenes were, with
short intervals, witnessed in Jeru-
anlem. The Romans were forced to
intervene. Pompejus took the tem-
ple 63 B. C. Herod the Great com-
menced o~ rule of comparative
quietude, and imitated David and
Solomon in his taste for building.
He reconstructed the temple-place,
fortified it, and called it Antonia.
He erected a magnificent palaceand
huilt several strong towers. He
also bullt a theatre and an amphi-
theatre in the Roman style, and en-
Iarged the walls considerably. It
was hie intention to restore the tem-
ple to ita first glory, but, althongh
he spared no money, his purpose
was never attained. Twenty years
B. C. he commenced the reatoration
of the temple. In ten years it was
s0 far completed a8 to be used for
divine services, but it was not fin-
ished till shortly before the last de-
struction of Jerugnlem,70 A. D. This
Herodinn temple, then, was the one
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that existed in the days of our Lord,
and concerning whichh He prophe-
cied that not one stone should be
left upon another. No wonder!
for Herod, the great sinner, bad
no instruction from God to build a
temple at all.

As the city of Jerusalem grew in
size, it was found necessary to pro-
tect the inhabitants who lived
north of the second wall, and to
surround their habitations with a
third wall. This was commenced
by Herod Agrippa I. after the death
of Christ, and he encircled Beesetha
and added it to the city. This
wall was fully fifty feet high, and
was eonsidered the strongest of the
three walls. Jerusalem was now
surrounded by deep valleys, and 2
complex of walls,defended by ninety
towers, and one would think that
the prediction of the Lord, that this
clty would soon fall into the hand®
of an invading army, could be noth-
ing but the wild imagery of a dis-
eased faney. But no walls, no tow-
ers could withstand the decrees of
the Almighty. The people had re-
jected the Son of God and willingly
accepted the responsibility: ¢His
blood be upon us and our children.”
And the curse scon worked. The
legions of Rome, led by Titus, sur-
reunded the doomed city. Narrow-
er they drew thelr iron arms around
it, and embraced It with a death
grip, till (70 A.D.) the last strug
gle ensued. The ecity w28
taken, the temple destroyed, the
very ground where it had sto
ploughed up, and the inhabitants
were killed, nntil thelr blood flowed
like water In the strects. On the 9tB
of May the first wall fel), and alrend¥
on the 12th of the same month the
second wall. On August 12th the
temple was consumed by flames
The work of devnstation was com
plete. By the beginning of Septem™”
ber almost the whole clty was ob®
mirerable heap of ruins.

Adrian the Emperor fonnded here
agnin a colony, 130 A.D., eall
ZElla Caplitolinn, and partly reco?
structed the walls, but witliout gi¥"
ing the city the same boundaries 55
it formerly had. It was n heathef
colony, and on the very place whert
once the temple of God had stood he
erected n temple for the worshiP ¢
Jupiter Capitolinus. Where i
Holy of Holles had been he plac®*
a statue of himgelf, and on Golgoth®s
where the Savior of the world hu"
died to save His people from the A
sins, Adrian bullt a temple dedﬁ
eated to— Venus, The Jews W&
forbidden on pain of denth to €M
their ancient city.



