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DISCOURE .
PRESIDENT DANIEL H, WELLS,

DELIVERED |

At the Forty-Fifth Annual Confer-
ence of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latler-day Saints, in the New
Tubernacle. Suwlt Lake Cily, on
Tuesday Morring, April Gth 1875.

REPORTED DY DAVID W. EVANS.

To DAY we have met together, as
is our custom on the 6th day of
April, according to appointment,
in commemeration of the day on
which the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints was orgaunized.
We are professed Latter-day Saints,
and have been called fortWin this
age of the world to be co-workers
with our Fatherin heaven in bring-
ing to pass his purpoeses and estab-
lishing his kingdom upon the earth,
to be the recipients of the author-
ity of the holy priesthood, to stand
in holy places and to administer in
the ordinances ot the house of God,
that once again upon this earth his
authority and kingdom may be es-
tublithed, and holy and righteous
principles and the institutions of
high heaven bave a place. We are
the honored instruments, or may
be =0, of being co-workess with God,
and he willthrough us hisservants,
his children, bring to pass his pur-
poses, if we will lec him, This is a
great, gloriousand holy calling, and
it is a happy thing for us to be born
in a day and generation when these
things are coming forth, for we ecan
thus bave part and lot in this mat-
ter. Itis no joke or phantasy, no
matter of mere enthusiasm, to rise
in one’s mind for afew days, weeks
or months and then dissipate away
into thin air; butit isour high duty
and privilege, as long as we live, to
bear off these principles that have
been revealed,and tosustain and up-
hold the institutions of heaveu, and
thatauthoritythroughand bywhich
themind and will of God our Father
are made known unto us upon the
earth.

This work commenced small
Great and glorious instructions
were given to a few in the com-
mencement, and through the bless-
ing of the Almighty they have been
sent forth to the nations of the earth
and, in obediencethereunto, a great
people, in comparison with what
the church was originally, have
oathered to these mountainz, and
the work of the Lord has contin-
ued to grow and increase, takin
root downward and bearing fruit up-
ward. It is true that many have
undertaken to run the gospel race
aund have falterted and fainted by
the wayside, still the work bas pro-
gressed, and bas been onward and
upward until the present time; and
during the forty-five years of its ex-
istence upon the carth this church
and kingdom has never seen a day
or an hour that it has not been
growing and becoming greater in
the earth, in numbers as well as in
intelligence, for the stream of light

from heaven has not been with-
drawn or ecut short, but has contin-
ued to flow to the minds of the
children of men, bearing testimo-
ny to the hearts of the henest, and
elevating them in the scale of hu-
man existence., I take pleasure in
bearing this testimony, knewing
that it is true, and also knowing
that the great desire among God’s
people here in Zion is to sustain and
bear off the principles of truth and
righteousness in the earth.

We are here for this express pur-
pose, and to avoid the evils and
Jjudgments which are abroad in the
earth. Are the judgments of God
abroad in the earth? They are.and
the word of the Lord to his Saints
is—“Come out of her, Oh my peo-
ple, that ye be not partakers of her
sins and that ye 1eceive not of her
plagues.” This was spoken centu-
ries ago, but it is specially applica-
ble to us, and to the work of God in
the last days. But if we do not di-
vest ourselves of the sins of the
world have we any assurance that
we shall escape the plagues and
judgments of the Almighty? By
no means. We gather up to these
mountains that we may not be par-
takers of her sins. This is the ap-
pointed place where God can work
with his peopleupon theearth; and
in order that he may be able to dose
eflfectually it is necessary that we di-
vestourselves of every evil,stand be-
fore God blameless,and become uni-
ted ss the heart of one man in sus-
taining the cause of Zion. The re-
sponsibility of building up this king-
dom rests in a manner upon us,who
have taken upon us the name of
the Most High. We have gathered
together that we may build temples
to his holy name, wherein we ma
recdeive the blessings of time and
eternity, both for the living and
the dead. It becomes us, then, te
inquire how we may best set our-
selves about this great work; we
‘must find oat the design of our Fa-
ther conecerning us, and to do this
weé must have communication with
L:imm, and we must live so that we
ecan have the Holy Spirit to direct
our minds, and to qualify us the
better for the performance of the
duties which devolve upon us. The
channel has been opened between
the heavensand the earth by which
we may learn the mind and will of
our FKFather concerning us. But
when we have learned that itis

our business to go to and unflinch-
ingly carry out and accomplish that
which he requires of us according
to our best skill and ability.

Is it necessary that we should
obey the primeiples of the gospel,
which we are told is the power of
God unto salvatien? 1 think that
no one will deny that. We must
repent, we must be baptized for the
remission of sins, receive the ad-
ministration of hands for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost, and then
ro on with the light of the Spirit,
aving received the testimony of
the truth of the work, and main-
tain that werk against every op-
posing obstacle. What is a man
good for who flies the track the very
moment an obstacle presents itself
in his way? BSuch a man will net
ebtain salvation and exaltation in
the presence of God; he who does
that must be unflinching in the
path of duty.

Is God ever going to establish his
kingdom and bring to pass his pur-
peses on the earth? All believers
in Christianity say so, and they all
pretend to believe it; but when will
it be? As soon as the Lord Jesus
finds a people who are willing to
take upon them his name,and who
will follow him throughevil as well
as through good report, and who, if
need be, will even go to death in
the maiotaining of the principles
of truth upon the earth. Just as
soon as he finds a lpaﬂple who will
be united and will not sift their
ways to stiangers, but will hold
that which bhe bestows upon them
for him and for his kingdom, will
he establish that kingdom upon the
earth. What right has a Latter-
day Saint, who has taken upon
him=-elf the name of God and has
enlisted under King Emanuel's
bauner, to strew the bl ssings he
receives from God to tic wicked?
Are they given to him fur that pur-
? No, they are given him to
use for the building up of the king-
dem cf God upon the earth. It

gaid, and we profess to believe it,

taining, and then the ‘blessings of

‘we are far from having advanced in the

Y | farther we pr

that the kingdoms of this world
are to become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ, and that
that kingdom and its fulness shall
be given to the Saintsof the Most
High. Itis not to be given to the
wicked, or to a people who will hand
it over to the wicked as fast asthe
Lord bands it over tothem. We
may as well learn this lessen to-day
as any other time, The blessings
of the Lord are not bestowed upon
the Latter-day Saints to be p aced
by them in the hands of the wicked,
When could the Lord establish his
purposes with a people who will
act in that way? Never in the
world.
now hastening when the people of
God will not be a dependent peo-
ple, that is dependent upon the eut-
side world; of course they will al-
ways be dependent upon the Lord,
but the day will come when they,
under the blessing of heaven, will
be an entirely self-sustaining
ple, and the L.otd is ready and will-
ing, as he ever has been and ever
wili be, to sustain the efforts of his
people in this direction. They must
put forth their kands to be self-sus-

the Almightywill attend them even
more abundantly. .

The Lord has, from time to time,through
his servants, given forth a line of conduet
or priaciple for us to be guided by, so that
we mav become more united than we have
been hitherto; and while it may be sald
that we are slowly approaching that point,

prineiples of unity to the fullest extent,

and hence we cannot realize the blessin %a
that will accrue when that unity which the
Lord desires to see among his people is
fully established.- But we have commen-
ced, and we can work in that direction,and
it is our bounden duly to do so; and the
ogress the more will his bless-
ings be multiplied towards us: and if we
continue in the path marked out for us by
the Almighty through his servants, we
shall ultimately attain to a fuluess. This

is the way 1 understand it.

We bhave come up here to be tanght in
his ways that we may walk in his paths.
Men should not mark out paths forthem- |
selves to walk in, they are not capable of
doing so. You may say that this infringes
upon man's ﬂﬁnl‘j’ and Independence; but
it makes no difference what may be £aid or
thought of this, it is true,and we need only
look abroad in the world to see the difficul-
ties which beset the people on every hand |
to find ample confirmation of this stute-
ment.: Are the people satisfied with the
paths they have mearked out for them-
selves? 0, nowhere on the face of the
earth. There is one whose gnidance we

think they know best themselves, they are

| it; some do not, but I trust that they will,

 dom in some far off realm, away

need, he is wiser than we are, for he has
passed through all the ordeals and trials
of a lower estate, and has gained an expe-
rience far beyond the experience of men,

The time will come and is |

Lord'and his Christ, just so soon as the | promise the bleasinzs of the Almighty up-
God of heaven finds a Je who will be | on those who will persevere therel%:. q’hcy
obedlient to his law. ell, what is neces- | will succeed if the

. v are wise and do as
sary then? Why, in the ﬂugdph:athere they are told, and they will be blesged of
muet be a le to m, a

‘ _ _ a king to | the Lord and willi come off victorious.

riale‘over them. It takes that much any-| These things are worthy of our atten-
how to constitute a kingdom. The peo- | tlen, theye ute part of the building
ple must have a place to dwell. They must { up of the kingdom of God on the earth.
have land, streams of water,. valleys, | Itis a material Kingdom, and not some-
mountains, ranges, grass, timber, rock, | thing ethereal that we cannot comvprehend
canons and evervthing we find here oun the | nor have any part or lot in. Itinvolves
earth, the clements with which it is cove | our every-day life, labor and daty, just as
ered and surrounded, and which are found | we ﬁu along; it is not beyond our reach,
in its depths in order to obtain & susten- | Lut is right within the purview of our abil-
ance. -All these things are necessary im | ity to accompllsh toa certain extent. We
any kingdom. The mph want housesto | can not jump ata single leap to its fulness:
live in, orchards for t, also vegetables; | but the small wedges break the big roclk.

they want land susceptible of irrigation | Drill the holes here and there, then put in
and cultivation, cattle, horses, carriages, | the wedges and tap them lightly,and after
wagons, vehicles to transport things in | awhile these taps will break the big rocl
and' to do business. - All ihese things are | in two. That Is the way the Lord has
necesgary in building up the kingdom of | worked with this people. Wa commenced
God. There must also be schools, meet- | gmall, went In at the smallend of the horn,
ing houses, temples and cities built to the | and weare bound to come out at the biz
name of  the Most High, accordlng as he | end, we cannot come back throuzh the
sball direct. It is neceesary to build tem- | same channel. Here we are, a spectacle
Fles that we may attend to the ordinances { before the heavens and before the world, a
or those who have gone before, for mil- | handful of Latter-day Saints. What shall
lions of them have lived according tothe | we do? Pursue that sulcidal policy in re-
best light they had, and they were moral | pard to sustaining onrselves that is calen-
and exemplary all the days of their lives, | lated toimpoverish us and makeus depend
and did all the good they could. Without | upen our enemies,those who would only be
temples they could not have the privilege | tooglad to see us overthrown,wasted away
and opportunity ef being officiated for in | and destroyed? No, no Latter-day Saints,
the ordinances of the pel of salvation | we will not take any such a course as that,
devised by our Father in heaven before the | not if we know it. Well, let us be careful
world was organized. This plan of salva- | and learn what is the proper course to
tion was devised before this earth was or- take, and take it, that we may grow,
ganized and made habitable for the ehil- | increase in wealth, in numbers and in every
dren of men to dwell on, away in the eler- | good and perfect thing that the God of
nities back, “when the morning stars sang | heaven is willing to bestow upon us. Lot
together and all the sons of God shouted | ug beautify the earth, bring forth from the
for joy,” if you know when that was. | elements those things which are necessary
We have to obey that plan of salvation | for our subsistence, work, be industrions,
here in our earthly probatioh in orderthat | Jive prudently, economically, and wallk n
we may have Lhe pri'ri{.efe of going back | the path that the God of heaven marks out
into the presence of God. We need not | for us. Then we shall be successful: then
go to tinkering that plan of salvation, for | the blessings of the Almighty will flow un-
we cannot make it any better if we do. | to us abundantly and we shall have great
The world have been doing so ever since | cause to rejolce continually in the name of
men came to dwell upon it. But Ido not | the Holy One of Israel. We have done
see that they have done anything to Im- | this to a certain extent as we have passed
prove it. God’s plan of saving his sous | glong, and according to our faithfulness
and daughters stands just the sawe to-day | we have received the blessings, and beyond
a8 it was in the beginning, and it will eon- | our expectations, for we could net have
tinue so through & never-ending eternity. | expected as much as we have received.
I am nst aware that God ever asked us | We may go on still more gleriously if we

here to helf to dﬂiﬂa a lTIﬂn for our own I will be more faithfnl.
salvation, I never heard of any euch thing. | May the God of heaven bless us and
He had the right to do it gelf and he

and he is now willing to lead and gnide his
children here on the earth if they will on-
ly allow him to do so. But men generally

not willing to be gnided by the God of hea-
ven, they give the preference to the pntha
marked out by themselves. Are theirown
counsels the best? No they are not, and
the Latter-day Saints ought to know it by
this time. A great many of them do know

and that they will continue to learn and
progress in these things, until they know
beyond all question that God’s way is the
best, and that it is not only superior to
man’s way, but that there is no other by
which men and women can build up a
community which will be wise, virtuous
and happy, and by which the resources of
the earth may be developed and the ele-
ments used so as to best promote the gen-
eral good. God’s way 1s as much better
than man’s way, as the heavéns are higher
than the earth.

There is no trae principle, no true phil- |
osophy, no good thing that comes from
any source except that which I have been
speaking of. No matter thruu%qlwhum,
or hy whom it comes to the children of
men, It has emanated from that sonrce—
from God our Father. Then why can we
not implicitly trust bim, and put our faith
and confidence im him? We may rest as-
sured that he will withhold no good thing
that will prove beneficial to us. He never
did and he never will reveal a thing to the
children of men but what, if it ean be car-
ried out according to his design, will prove
an advantage and a blessing to them.
Men may undertake to change that which
God has revealed, and try to make it mean
gomething else: but it is folly to do so.
In taking this course they gointo
forbidden
the light of truth, they are compelled to
grg‘pe their way. . -

ow what Is necessary in building n
the kingdom of God on the earth? B
are not talking about buildingup his king-

“Reyeond the bounds of time and spree”
Where human mind.can neyer trace
The Saints’ secure abode,” |

as our scetarian brethren eing about. 1
do not understand this to be the work of
the Saints of God upon the earth at all. I
uncerstand that the kingdoms of 1this

hiv hgd
paths, and, being then without |

1Tif our labor i8 a

| onr own consumption and a great deal to

export.

We have commenced in this order, and
some of our seltlements have ssed
 more than others; and [ am glad to believe

did it, apd it is for mankind to receive it | {5 walk in, and thus help us to be faithiul
they have that power if they have a mind | the fathers, inasmuch as they are wrony,
the plan the Lord has revealed. Weare|eomez from above and which is for our
us fair play, the same as we are willing to | ;4v 3o this unitedly, as the heart and
maintain it, and we expect to do it. pio-dilind
vest ourselves of someof ournotions and
and feelings we desire to do it, but our perience with the apple tree borer,
ing quite up to the mark, and we donot | o apple trees alone, but may often
out; the Lerd through his servants is con- s Efees.
We should become more self-sustaining. | La _ .

of any kind but generally trees just
ry for us to turn a short corner and drift od.

specially exposed to the fierce rays
more independent and more closely unl-

proper moisture.
matter of good peliiical economy for any
they need for their own use, but also some | LFes whether recently or longer
care whether it is the Utah, Col | fruitless in ninety-nine cases in
Eng
ys that they mustex- | .} srenm for four feet with rags er
of trade will be continually against th
rained of the ecirenlating | impervious to the attacks of borers.
er-
bétome Wéa h{'] it must manage to Pro- | saldom attacks a good-sized, tough-
a
&'“hiplfg R egg is laid in May or June on-ihe
larly so with the Latter-day Baints. We _ ‘

thrifty and full of sap and life, the
our wants can be supplied In abundance,

on the bark of the stunted, sapless,
unitedly and according to the counsel tha
_ . : finally: kill the trees in mos{ cases.
produce almost everything necessary for

the tree is well wrapped, or has a
that we are drifling in the right direction. | no danger. We have npever lost a

world are to become the kingdoms of eur

help us to see the path marked out for us
if they choose to do so; and if they do | gnd diligent,and put away our own devices
chooee so to do it is nebody’s business, | and traigltluna that wehave inherited from
to; and other. people bave & right 1o be- | and we have been led to see that wrong,
lieve in and embrace man-made systems | gnd our judgments convinced concerniug
do so, and it is none of our business any | gway these things that are of no proiif,
more than it is theirs if. we choose to obey | and geek to that which is good, which
on an equa l footing in regard to this mat- | 5ywn pest interests here and for our eternal
ter, and all we ask is hands off and show | welfare in the world to come. That we
extend unto you, that is all. Wehavea | ysjce of one man is my prayer in thename
right to ask and demand that, and to ;f Seenua Christ. .A.m}ég. ’

But we who have embraced the princi- | 3
ples of truth, ehould we not begin to di- U“r cﬂuntry cGn‘tempuraﬁeﬂi
ideas, and go to and build up the kingdom : .
s g serfectly? In our hearts| After ten years of practical ex
traditions, to which we cling with such | we come to the conclusion thatb it
tenacity, sometimes prevent us from com- | dJoes not confine its depredations
advance in. this direction perhaps quite 8s | he found in the peach, plum, cur-
fast as we should do. Thelineis marked | .o\t "willow,and some other shrubs
tinually showing us the way, but I some-
times think that we are slow coming toit. | That borers never successfully af-

ol | ~ tack a thrifty, well conditioned iree
We have been drifting in the wrong direc-
tion for the past few years. It is necesea- | trangplanted, or of slow and stun!-
in a direction that will make us n;};nm- ' rowth—trees whose stems are
- O e o anl. | of the Summer sun, or those nearly
ted, and in a short time we shall fied that | Killed by frest or neglect of giving
it will be the path of prosperity. Itis a

A et s Ritslaliiet sad ow we have two infallible rem-
community to become gelf-gustaining; - : -l
not only {urnlae and manufaefure what edies for borers; one is, keep you!

tation, Then the balance of |Sel, In a thrifty state of growtn,
{?:.d:iﬁﬂrbe ignthelr favor. Butl donot |and the attack of the borer will bo
rerp sen
orado, Wyoming, the U tatee, Eng: | every hundred. The other is quite
land, or any other community or nation, as simple; when you set trees,winul
political economy nn{n
port more than they Import, of Ehe b hem. | bark, and keep it there till the trec
and any country or community in that | attains & good size and becomes
position will be d he el
medium, and will be more or less impover- | The borer with which we bhave
ished thereby. If acommunity 1o | made such intimate acquaintance
ducenot only all it needs for the wanis of batked' t
' : mbers. : ree, but seeks the small,
e Mimic e e Bt B o bors. | young or thin-barked tree, - The
sound philosophy and political 44 |
_economy in any .?Bmm.ffm. and particu- | outside of the bark of the tree by an
Lad insignificant fly. If the tiee is
have the elements around us, from which .
with our eéwn industry and economy all vitality of the egg is deatruy_qti_, o
lied in the right diree- | drowned out; while those deposited
| . 'whicli can only be done by laborin ) :
s 2535 3 S balf dead tree or shrub work their
may be given us by I'.Ea;_l.ord through his | way in, xrowing larger, and will
gervants. By taking this course we can _
The borer. fly seldom rises on the
stem of a tree four feet high, so if
good coat of whitewash all over il,
early in the seasen, then there 1s
well-wrapped tree by borers.—L el
Pomologist -

1 hope to see this work conlinue, and can



