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THE inauguration

washington february 1897

FOUND the servants packing
up president Clevelands
things when I1 visited the

white house today the
most of his and mrs cleve
lands personal property is

already in boxes and much

of it will be shipped away

before the ath of march I1

saw mr Clevelands first load

of household goods come in

to the presidential mansion

it wasas on the day that he was
0 wp p inauguratedabed he had been

capitol but had not yetas to
innatn SheWat

e
the

whitebite house to take his
grand stand there and reprece on the there was a bigcessionvwview the processionoro

the white housesadi waitingwasing about
when an express wagonto46 himsowseeaee with the assistance of adro andoandupno through this wagonpassedmacenanpacenan trunks and boxeswithWAS fled highpi to of it was a brightbrightneynewthe topaand upon plowhow the crowd cheeredbaby carriage bowed downtheythey saw

itstanceawe to Bbabyaby ruth even as they had
been bowingwing downown to baby mckee for

it was the strongestthedo four yearspast yet seen that hamhamsonsonI1 hadSaSident was dead and clevelanda president alive so it isis todayuse presidente hewafter
president cleveland is almost for-

gotten preparations for president
in the

pennsylvania avenue is almckenleylcyaey built lorfor theteadyeady lined with stands up

ral processionon flags are being
et thousands to wave in hisby theg house where hehonorhonor anandd the ebbitt

it twoto stay for the night of march ard3rd has
had thee carpenters painters plumbers

at work for two weeksandd upholsterers
dettmer ready for him they have had

bath roomsroom wlwithth walls of the
kaew

anite marble built for him thepurest
which he is to walk havecarpets upon

oeverafter been used before and the woven
abe mattress upon which his stately
embs wittwill lie will give its first creak torfor

the mirrors before which henwhim eveneven
ahl dress for the inaugural ceremony

vill be new Bbyy their reflection he will

putpat on hisbis new suit of black broadcloth
woven by a new england factory for
this very day and will then go down
and eat his breakfast in a new private
dining room before he orders the new
carriage6 which is to be sent here from
thecattleohiohjo factory to call upon the old
armpresidentent and then go out in state to
tee0 capitol to become a brand newpresidentpresident himself

this change from the old president to

the new bisoneisoneis one of the most interesting
ssightsigats in the world A great govern-
ment is transformed in the twinkling of
an eye and every four years this won-
derful change takes place it will be a
great sight this year and it is expected
that there will be at least a hundred
thousand strangers hereheretoto see it wash
ington is preparing for them and she
expects that at least a million dollars
will be spent by them here on march ath
this would be only io10 a person and
that is not much for a traveler to spend
in washington you can live here
cheaper now than ever before the
citizens of the capital look upon the
inauguration as their reception to the
president and they have made full
arrangements for the comfort of their
guests there are twenty one commit-
tees at work and things are to be done
this bearonyear on a broader and grander scale
than ever before old washingtoniansWashingtonians
tell me that they are determined no one
shall be cheated if it can be possibly
helped they have established what is
known as the department of hublit
comfort and by writing here any one
can get full information about board or
lodging and he can even engage them
in advance of his coming there are in
the neighborhood of lodging
places already registered every one of
these has been inspected by the agents
of this department and only those which
are respectable have been put upon the
list

the accommodations are of all kinds
you can get a place to stay over nnight9 t
for so50 cents but at this rate yoyou willill
have to sleep on a cot with from ssix to
ten other persons in the same room
or you can pay as high as 5 a day in
which case you may have a good double
bed with a tiled bath room attached
there are more than forty rooms ot this
kind which have been given by peopeopleale
who want to make a little money out of
the inauguration and who inin

i some cascaseses
own their own housesbouses these prices
are for rooms withwithoutoutboardboard the
boarding houses otof which there are
in washington will charge from 2 to

3 a day for board and lodging and you
will have to pay about the same in the
private houses which will take boarders
torfor the boccoccasionaaion the best way to do if
you wish to visit washington at this
time is to send a letter to col wright
of the department of public comfort
telling what kind of accommodations
you want and inclosing a check for 5
he will engage a place for you and will
hand your check over to ti e person with
whom yuyou are to stop upon your
arrival at the depot a boy in uniform
will meet you and direct you where to
go-

there are in the neighborneighborhoodtood of
people living in washington it

issaceis safe to say that of them will
be on the streets at the time of the grand
procession this added to the
strangers will make it is esti-
mated that there is room for this many
people to stand on both sides of penn-
sylvania avenue along the line otof marobyou can easily crowd zoo about the
capitol steps and there will be room in
lafayette park and in other places about
the grand stand president mckinley
will deliver his address on wetoe froot
steps of the capitol he will review we
procession from the grand stand in front
of the white house this stand is now
being put up As much delay as
possible has been made concerning it
owing to the wishes of president cleve-
land putting up such a stand in front
of the white house is like erecting fta
gallows in a jail yard in sight of the nunman
to be executed every blow of the
hammer is a warning to cleveland that
his end is approaching and hebe naturally
is in no hurry to have the pounding be-
gin there will be about 1000 seatsseat ooan
this stand but they will be4givenven to in-
vitedvited guests there will be seats on
other stands however upon pennspennsyl-
vania

I1
avenue where you can see thepresident as he passes by in the pro-

cession and there are hundreds otof win-
dows which are offered for rent along
the line of the parade the seats on
the standsads will be very good without the
weather is bad they will cost from so50
cents to i apiece windows will be
rented foror what they will bring the
department of public comfort had about

windows registered the other day
when I1 called upon colonel wright 1
was told that the prices ranged from bokv
to ao50s a window and that some single
rooms were bringing as high as
so far it is the highest priced windows
that have been taken among the
curiouscurious things I1 learned was that some
of the best places have been applied for
by colored people from the south forty
negroes from texas representing a
large club have written saying that they
want the best sightseeingsight seeing and boarding
accommodations

the inaugural ball is to be wonderfully
fine the tickets to it are rapidly sell
ing they cost 5 each there wall be
no passes and the probability is that
there will be at least people at
the ball I1 there were that many at
Clev elands last inaugural ball
night was very stormy the sale from
the tickets will in all probability pay all
the inauguration expenses the ball
will be given you know in the pension
building thisthesisis the biggest brick
building in the united states if not in
the whole world its area is more than
two acres and its great central court
which is to be the ball room covers
more than one acre there is no such


