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nour upon the restoration of the Gospel
and the ficet priugiples thereof. After
the close of our services they raid oot a
word upon religion, nor did they offer
any comument-upop the sermon they
had heard, but aner conversing upon
other suljects for a short time they
sbowed us to the ‘whare’, on which
we had to sleep, and bade us “good
night.”

After breakfast the following morno-
ing we separated from Brother John-
son sod started upon our return trip.
it wandecided to go by way of the
consl and endeavor to preach to the
people at the dlfferent villages along
the way, instead of traveling by the
way we had come. The firat night
irought us to A camp situated on the
banks of a river, near where it emptiea
into the ocean, and where the people
haud gathered from the surrounding
coubtry to catch and dry their winter
supply of fish. We were received with
loud cries of welcome, and immmediate-
ly invited to remain the night. They
knew we were ‘‘Mormons,’’ and re-
quested us to hold mervices before
supper. In an address of an hour’s
duration President Bingham explained
onr faith apnd expounded the prineiples
of our religion. Although the people
listened attentively to ali that was said
and seemed to be well satisfied with
what they bad heard, they showed no
diaposition to investigate.

During the pext two days’ journey
we were uoahle to find sny one de-
pirous of hearipg us, and instead of
resting and preaching on the Sabbath,
as we ha hoped to do, we were com-

lNled, through having no place to
stop atto travel over the roughest piece
of road on the wholejourney, We
crossed one river ninety-one times
duriog the day. At night. however,
we nbtalned anotherchance of explain-
Ing to A gool-sized audience why we
are Dere and what we have come for.
We got buck agaln to our district the
ro]lowlqg Tuesday, and after attending
the dpd:cabory vxercisea of the new
meeling house recently built by the
Sainty of Waiapu, and which is a great
eredit to the ple, we traveled on o
the other end of pur fleld of labor to at-
tend the semi-nnnuaj conference of the
district, which was held at 'Tologa on
the 22od and 28rd of March, The
Salints e great jnrerest in their con-
ferences, and this ong was 00 eXcep-
tion to the gepern] rule. Not onFy
were Oour meetings ipteresting, in-
structive aml eyjoyaple, but  great
p,.parutions had " been made to
enRuUTe its 8UCceRs in other
respects. A Mlning room eighteen
feet wide Ly elghty lopg had been
erected a short distance from our place
of meeting. The building did oot
have & very inviting appearance frum
the outside, being copstructed of wil-
lows and rushes; but upon entering it
op® Wad flled with admiration at the
exquis! tasteo diapluyeq by those in
cbarge  The vroup,j g g aid with a
thick 1aYer of ferps ypd these were
covered gver Wilth natjve inats, thus
making the tread ns eofy nny pojsstess
as thougb Walking upon n Brussels
earpet. The f.“‘mer“'or of the roof,
congisting  of willows woven
an oval shape, wag
light canvas,  thersby affording

jenty - of light " ang 4y
A table accommodating Seventy per-
wons ral Blong the eotire length of the

room and upon ils anow-white saprewld
a sufficient quantity of dishes haud beeu
piaced in neat order. The food consist-
ed of almost everything to be had In
these parts, and was greatly enjoyed
by all present. Although we had heard
it whispered that the Bunday dinner
would beromething abovetheordinary,
we were hardly prepared for the sur-
prise that we received upon seating
purselves at the table. Not only were
the floral decorationa much finer than
hefore, but we were presented with a
menu equal to that of a first elass hotel
at Christman. All the whitea of the
town had been invited to dipe, and
every one prononnced it the finest din-
ner ever served io the bay.

The conference waa admitted by our
president to be the best district confer-
ence he had ever attended upon the
island. The following week confer-
ence was held io the Poverty Bay dis-
trict and passed off satisfactorily. After
this we proceeded on to Nuhaka, the
place appointed for the general or year-
ly conferepce. There were upwards of
a hundred natives in our company
beaides the Elders, and as we rode up
the parrow lane leading to the village
we were met by an old man carrying
a long pole which he held in [ront of
ug, causing us to halt, As he walked
slowly into camp with us following the
forty odd - natives who bhad been
drawo up In rows before the gaia
of the yard surrounding the
meeting house, they performed the
“haka?? (nsongand dance of welcome)
and we were received in true native
atyle. We were here met and cared
for by Brother and Sister Q. . Dun-
ford. The former is the President of
the district, and the latter the prioci-
pal of our pative school at this place.
The following day the Elders and
Saints arrived from the south, and al-
though the majority ot the Elders were
strangers to thoss of us who had previ-
ously arrived, we weresoon made ac-
quainted and were indeed a happy
company.

The conference convened Baturday
morping at 10 . m. with the following
¥laers on the stapd: Presldent J. 5.
Bingham; Jos. B. Dame, J. N. Hey-
wood, J. P. Beck, 0. D. Romney, John
H. Burton, Joseph B. Groesbeck, O. C.
Dunford, P. P. Thomas, ). Andrus,
C. W. Taylor, E. Atkins, Johp 8.
Groesbeck, J. 3. Kelson, R. G. Meikle,
Juseph Roskelly. President Bing
ham opened with a sihiort address ex-
plaining the object of the gathering.

The foilowing districts were then
represented by the respective Presi-
denta, Walirarapa, J. N. Hevwooda;
Manawatu, JosephS, Groesbeck; Here-
taonga, J. P. Beck; Mahia, O.C. Dun-
ford; aud Poverty Bay, J. 8. Dame.
These reports occupiel the morning
session and sliowed the Saints to be in
s good condition generally. In
the afternoon session the Waicku
district was reported by Q0. D..Romnpey.
Elder Burton then addressed the con-
gregation upon the duties of those who
had embraced the Goapel. One of the
patives followed with a spirited ad-
dress, Theremainder of the time was
occupied by Elders J. G. Kelson and

in | John B. Groesheck, each of whom bore
covered with ' a strong

testimony to the truth of the
work. Their spesches were interpreted
by J. P. Beck. In the evening there
wasa Priesthood meeting in one bulld-
Ing and the females und those npot
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benring the Prieathoml niet in another.
In the women’s meeting fifty.one of
thoae present bure thelr testiisony to
the truth of the Goapel. While these
meetings were io progress the three
vew Elders who had arrived in Auck-
land the previous week reached us.
After resting in Auckiapd a few daya
they took steamer for (Gishorne. where
they Ianded Thursday and then came
on bere in compapy with the Elder who
bad remained behind to meet them.

‘The following morning,as we asapm-
bled for prayers, the fresh arrivals bad
the pleasure of pressing their noses
against the velvety ‘ihus® of several
hundred natives who were all anxious
to ““hongi®® with the ‘kaumatus hous’
(pew Eiders). This being the first Sun-
day io the month, asis the custom
here it was observed by alithe Baints
as fast day. The entire time during
the morning meoting wasoccupied by
Elder Hey wood, who after dwetling at
some length upon the smblems of the
Lord’s Supper, which hnd just been
adminjistered, apoke upon the restora-
tion of the Gospel.

Te Whatahora, an educated and in-
telligent native chief, war the main
speaker in the afternoon. His remarks
were appropriate npd interestivg, aopd
were listened to with rapt attention by
all present. Elders Rasmussen and
Roskelly followed with short addresses.
J. P. Beck again aecting as inter-
preter. The spceakers of the even-
ing were }ildera Groesbeck, Douglass,
Qibron, Meikle and two of tha patives,
all of whom strungly exhorted the
Balnts to faithfulnesa.

Al the firat meeting of the third day
the mission report for the aix months
eoding Jaouary 81, 188], was read,
showing n total membership of 3411,
318 of whomn ure Europeans. The
baptisma performed during the same
period pumbered eighty-six. A great
interest is taken in theBabbath schpols,
there being fifty in good running order
in the Iand, with a tota]l membership of
1448. The remainder of the time after
the readiog of the report was occupied -
by Elders Beck npd Romney. At the
close of this meeting the Ehiers were
requested hy President Bingham to as-
sewnble in their private uapartments,
and receive their appotntnfents, as fol-
lows:

Wairarapa district, O. D, Rompey
and Joseph Roskeily; Manawatu, Jos.
8. Groesbeck and P. P, Thomas; Taur-
anga, L. J. Hawks and J. H. Thorpe;
Hauraki, Ephraim Johpsow and Hans
Madsen; Poverty Bay, Oscar Andrus
and L. C. Rasmussen; Wailkato, H. D,
Haight apd T. . Stanford; Hawk’s
Bay, J. H. Burton, J. G. Kelson and
William Dougless; Watapu, C. W.
Taylor, BR. G. Meikle and Wesley Gib-
son; Whangarel, M. Bennlon and
George Hules; Mahia, 0. C. Dun-
ford and wife, E. Atkins and J. M.
Hixon;, Bay of Isles, J. P. Beck, J.
M. Hendry and John B. Groesbeck; .
Australia, H. 8. Cutler, L. D. Young,
Wm. Bromley and Heory Daliing.
Elders J. 8. Dame, J. N. Heywood, T.
. Young and J. 8. Nye were released
to return home.

Elder Dame and President Binogham
occupied the remainder of the session.

The closing meeting lu the eveuing:
was given over to the Baints for the
bearing of testimonies, and thirty per-
soos took advantage of the oppor-
tunity.



