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hour upon the restoration of the gospel
and the first principles thereof after
the close of our services they said not a
word upon religion nor did they offer
any comment upon the sermon they
had heard but after conversing upon
other subjects for a short time they
showed us to the on which
we hadbad to sleep and bade us good
night aly

after breakfast the following morn-
ing we separated from brother john-
son and started upon our return trip
it was decided to go by way of the
coast and endeavor to preach to the
people at the different villages along
the way instead of traveling by the
way we had come the first night
brought us to a camp situated on the
banks of a river near where it empties
into the ocean and where the people
had gathered from the surrounding
country to catch and dry their winter
supply of fish we were received with
loud cries of welcome and immediate-
ly invited to remain the night they
knew wee were mormonscormonsMormons and re-

quested us to hold services before
supper in an address of an hoursbours
duration president bingham explained
our faith and expounded the principles
of our religion although the people
listened attentively to all that was said
and seemed to be well satisfied with
what they had heard they showed no
disposition to investigate

during the next two days journey
we were unable to find any one de-

sirous of hearing us and instead of
resting and preaching on the sabbath
asam we haba hoped to do we were com-
pelled through having no place to
stop attoat to travel over the roughest piece
of road on the whole journey we
crowedcrossed one river ninety one times
during the day at night however
we obtained another chance of explain-
ing to a good sized audience why we
are here and what we have come for
we got back again to our district the
following tuesday and after attending
the dedicatory exercises of the new
meeting housebouse recently built by the
saints of katapu and which is a great
credit to the people we traveled on to
the other end of our field of labor to at-
tend the semiannualsemi annual conference of the
district which was held at bologa on
the and of march the
sainta talcetake great interest in their con-
ferencesferen ces and this one was no excep-
tion to the general rule notexceronbonfy
werewe our meetingsings interesting in-
structivetive andami enjoyable but great
preparations hadbad been made to
ensure its success in otherrespects A dining room eighteen
feet wide by eightyeighty long had been
erected a short distance from onourr place
of meeting the building did not
have a very inviting appearance from
the outside being constructed of wil
iowa and ruf pon entering itone was lied with admiration at theexquisite ttotaste displayed by those tinin
chargeabar he nd was laid with a
thick lyerlayeri of ferns and these were
cove d overZ with native mats thusla18aking the tread as boft andd noiseless
ftc though walking pon a brusselscarpet the frameworkframe work of the roof
consisting of willows woven in
an0o oval shape was covered with
light canvas thereby affording
plenty of light and air
A table accommodating seventy per
sons ranraja along the entire length of the

room and upon itsita snowwhitesnow white spread
a sufficient quantity of dishes had been
placed in neat order the food consist-
ed of almost everything to be had in
these parts and was greatly enjoyed
by all present although we hadbad heard
it whispered that the sunday dinner
would besomething above the ordinary
we were hardly prepared for the sur-
prise that we received upon seating
ourourselvesseles at the table not only were
the floral decorations much finer than
before but we were presented with a
menu equal to that of a first class hotel
at christmas all the whites of the
town hadbad been invited to dine and
every one pronounced it the finest din-
ner ever served in the bay

the conference was admitted by our
president to be the best district confer-
ence hebe had ever attended upon the
island the following week confer-
ence was held in the poverty bay dis-
trict and passed off satisfactorily after
this we proceeded on to nuhaka the
place appointed for the general or year
ly conference there were upwards of
a hundred natives in our company
besides the elders and as we rode up
the narrow lane leading to the village
we were met by an old man carrying
a long pole which he held in frontI1 kontofof
us causing us to halt As he walked
slowly into camp with us following the
forty odd natives who had been
drawn up in rows before the gate
of the yard surrounding the
meeting house they performed the

haka a song and dance of welcome
and we were received in true native
style we were here met and cared
for by brother and sister 0 C dunf-
ord the former is the presidentPre aident of
the district and the latter the princi-
pal of our native school at this place
the following day the elders and
saints arrived from the south and al-
though the majority otof the elders were
strangers to those of us who had previ-
ously arrived we were soon made ac-
quaintedquain ted and were indeed a happy
company

the conference convened saturday
morning at 10 a m with the following
elders on the stand president J S
binghamBinghaoa josjoe S dame J N hey-
wood J P beck 0 D romney john
H burton joseph S groesbeck 0 C
dunford P P rhomas 0 andrus
C W taylor E atkins john S
groesbeckGroesbeoktailorJ 0 kelson BR 0 meikle
joseph boskelly president bing
ham opened with a short address ex-
plainingplaining the object of the gathering

the following districts were then
represented by the fsrrrespectivetive presi-
dents WatWairaramparapa J N heywood

josephsjosephS groesbeckOr here
thongs J P beekbeck maniamahia 0OCC dunf-
ord andaad poverty bay J S dame
these reports occupied the morning
session and showed the saints to be in
a good condition generally in
the afternoon session the
district was reported by 0 DRDJRomneyomney
elder burton then addressed the con-
gregationgregation upon the duties of those who
had embraced the gospel one of the
nativesdative followed with a spirited ad-
dress the remainder of the time was
occupied by elders J G kelson and
john S groesbeckOr each of whom bore
a strong testimony to the truth of the
work their speeches were interpreted
by J P beck in the evening there
was a priesthood meeting in one build-
ing and the females and those not

hearingbearing the priesthood met in another
iuin the meeting fifty oneode of
those present bore their testimony to
the truth of the gospel while these
meetings were in progress the three
new elders who hadbad arrived in auck-
land the previous week reached us
after resting in auckland a few days
they took steamer for gisborne where
they landed thursday and then came
on here in company with the elder who
had remained behind to meet them

therhe following morninganmorningas we assem-
bled for prayers the fresh arrivals hadbad
the pleapleasuresute of pressing their noses
against the velvety thuthus s of several
hundred natives who were all anxious
to congillhon gill with the kau matua hous 1

knewI1 new elders this being the first sun-
day in the month as is the custom
here it was observed by all the saints
as fast day the entire time during
the morning meeting was occupied by
elder heywood who after dwelling at
some length upon the emblems of the
lordlordsIs supper which had just been
administered spoke upon the restora-
tion of the gospel

te horahors an educated and in-
telligenttell igent native chief was the main
speaker in the afternoon his remarks
were appropriate aud interesting and
were listened to with rapt attention by
all present elders and
Roaboskellykelly followed with short addresses
J P beekbeck again acting as inter-
preter the speakers of the even-
ing were 14 iders groesbeck douglassDouglasn
gibsongibeon and two of thothe natives
all of whom strongly exhorted the
saints to faithfulness

at the first meeting of the third day
the mission report for the six months
ending january 8131 1891 was read
showingg a total membership of

of whom are europeans the
baptisms performed during the same
period numbered eighty six A great
interest is taken in the sabbath schschools
there being fifty in good running order
in the land with a total membership of
14431448 the remainder of the time after
the reading of the report was occupied
by elders beekbeck and romneyhomney at the
close of this meeting the elders were
requested by president bingham to as-

semble in their private apartments
and receive their appointments as fol-

lows
Wairarapa district 0 D romney

and joseph boskelly josjoe
S groesbeck and P P thomas

L J hawks and J ff thorpe
HahauraniHaurakl ephraim johnson and hans
madsen poverty bay oscar andrus
and L C waikatoWai kato H D
haight and T C stanford hawks
bay J H burton J G0 kelson and
william douglass WkalapuI1 C VW
taylor BR G meade and deskeywesley gib-
son Whanwhangareigarel M bennion andgegeorge0rge hales mahia 0 C dun-
ford and wife E atkins and J M
hixonhlson bay of isles J P beekbeck J
M hendry and john S groesbeck
AnStraustraliaalia HSH S cutler L D young
wm bromley and henry dalling
elders J S dame J N heywood T
C young and J S nye were released
to return home

elder dame and president bingham
occupied the remainder of the session

the closing meeting in the evening
was given over to the saints for the
bearing of testimonies and thirty per-
sons took advantage of the oppo-
rtunity


