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and Austin Texas. Each divis-
fon is under the supervision of an
oflicial known as postmaster in-
spector in charge,

The staff of each divisivn wvaries
lu number according to its exteut
and general character. lospectors
in charge receive a salary of $2,500,
apd juspectors $1,600 per anpum,
bepides 4 per diem of $4 when act-
ively engaged in work for the de-
partment. Their commissions ruu
from January | to January 1, and
appointments are made under the
civil service act. Chief Rathbone
is paid $3,000 & year. The positions
involve considerable responasibility,
aud call for a degree of intelligence
aud capacity far beyond the require-
ments of ordinary detective work.
Al arule, the vlews afforded by
cases pregented for their investlga-
tiou are of the vaguest character.

There are about 60,000 postoffices
io the eutire country. When com-
plaints are made of money being lust
in the wlils they sre at once for-
warded to the chief iuspector at
Washiugton, . who classifiea them
upder the head of A, B, C and F.
It way be said in this connectiou
that thie loss of ordipary leiters in
classified under the head of B, All
complaints are “jacketed,’”” ns it is
termed, numbered and, with diree-
tions for the prozecutionsof the case,
returned to the ivspector in charge
of the division in which the com-
pinintes were made. Certain formal
ingquiries are sent to the writer and
the person to whom the letler was
addressed. It s estimated that at
least 20 per cent of the letters at firat
reported stolen eventually turn up;
perhaps having beenrmisdirected or
held for pustage. The cases reported
are suhjected to earefuliuvestigation
to ascertain if the number of looses
center iu any particular mail route
or in any particular postoffice. If
they do it i3 accepted as an indiea-
tion of crookedness, aud the sus-
pected points are at once put under
the closest espionage. Sometimes
complaints covering a wide ex panse
of -country seem to center en one
rallroad route.

When either a railroad route or
postoffice has been selected for .in-
vestigntion there are various meth-
ods pursued to locate the supposed
thief. Decoy or ‘ftest’’ letters, the
latter being the official Jdesignation,
are frequently called into play. As
goon as suspicion is fastened upon
an individual, half 8 dozen of these
lettera, each marked and containing
money, are addressed to some ob-
seure town and mailed the same
day. If these letters vome to hand
all right the experiment is tried
again aud again until the inspeccors
are satiefled that they have been
misled.
fail to came through totheir destina-
tion an arrest is made so soon that
crimiuating evidence s generally
found upon their person.

The location of offices of the above
character in any townor eity is se-
lected by the inspectors. who also
lease the premires. In fact, au in-
spector in charge can temporarily
suspend any postmaster for cause.
In some rerpeets their powers are
autocratic. Credentials issued by
the postmaster general not only

When any of these letters
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command all railroads, steamboats
and other mail contractors to afford
them free passage, buf require that
they shall be -‘respected aud vbey-
ed.” They are called upon to rate
up the salaries of clerks, and joves-
tigate the demands of postmasters
for additional help, as well as to sift
every case where there is reason to
believe that the mails are being sub-
jected to improper uses.

The detection of dishouest pustal
clerks isalmost certain in the long
run, hut there are instances where
perulations have been earried ou
years before discovery. Ouwne dis-
louest clerk will temporarily cast a
shadow of suspicion over many
others. This class uf work, however,
is but one portion of inspectors’
duties. They are alsp reguired to
follow up eazes where partles have
put the mails to improper uses of
any kind. Oue of the most import-
aut of their functions is the super-
vision of postoftices of the first,
second and third classes, md the in-
vestigation of any charges of in-
efficieney or misdemeanors preferred
against the poatmasters themselves.

—

STORIES OF BISMARCK.

It was the 7th of May, 1866, ut &
v’cloek in the afternoon, Count Bis-
marck wag walking abroad for the
first time after his severe illness, re-
turning from ay interview with the
king, awd proceeding up the centre
alley of the Unter den Linden, Ber-
lin, when he was twice fired ou.
One of the bullets grazed his side.
Turning swiftly round, Bismarck
gaw A young inan before him who
wap raising his revelver to fire a
third time. He selzed the mian by
ope arm and the throat, but the
man managed to fire three other
shots ut him. Qneshot mirsed him
in cunsequence of a quick turm, only
burning his coat, but one of the
other two struck him, and at the
moment Bismarck befleved he had
been mortally weunded, for he felt
that one of the bLulilets had struck
him on the rib. Buot® Bismarck
mastered the sensation of weakness,
and handed the crimiual—wiiom he
bad firmly held—to the officers and
men of the First Battalion of the
Becond Fout Guard Regiment. He
th" n walked home, nobody noticing
any change in his demeanor, made
a report to the kiug and returped
to the dinner party. As he was
going out of the salon he tenderly
resnarked to hiis wife, *They have
shot nt me, hut there is Do hurm
dope.”” ‘A surgeon was sent for,
who announcet the fact of his very
narrow eseape. The kiug was soon
at his house tolnguire afier the con-
dition of his trusted Minister, The
streetin front of his residence was
soon ¢rowded with people, aud Bis-
marck addressed them from the
window for the first time in his Jife,
Bismarck is said to have been the
only party in hig house who ate any
dinnerthat day.

As showing Bismarck’s habit of
driving directly at the end he had
in view, and exposing to his ene-
mier, a8 it would secm, his plans
with a rasb and reckless candor born
of a -coosciousness of superior

gstrength, and which took mo ac-
count of an opponent’s patriolic sen-
gitiveness, his interview with Jules
Favre Septenmiber 21, 1570, brought
about by Lord Granville, is a case
in puint, This was a conference to
stop (urther bloodshed apd preveut
a German entry ioto Paris. In stat-
ing the conditions on which al.ne
this could be done, Favre admitted
ha was moved to grief hy Bismarck’s
demand that the invaders should
have a fort commanding the city—
Mount WValerien. Favre replied,
It would be much more simple to
ask for PParijs itself,”’

Bismarck plainly informed Favre
that France would no more forget
the eapitulativn of Bedan thao of
Waterloo, than of Balowa, which
did vot coueern her. T'he Prussian
Minister told Favre substantially
that he must have the two provin-
ces which Germany subseguently
obtained. Favre remarked that the -
asgent of the people of whom he was
thus disposing was more than doubt-
ful, and that the public opinion of
Europe would not be satisfied with
it. “I know well,?” hereplied, “that
they are not with us, They will
impose au unplessant job on us, but
we cannot suffer it, I am sure that
in a short time we ghall hav8 a new
war with you, We wish to make
itall with our advanptages.”” The
new war had not come yet, and
there in considerable curiosity to see
how Bismarck’s retirement will
affect the Alsace npd Lorraine .
questiou.— Boston Transcript.

Muahometan pilgrims to Medina
awl Mecca will encounter worse
hardships and dangers this year
than usual. Owing to an insuffi-
cient rainfall during the last few
seasons in the proviuce of Hedjaz—
the Arabian holy land—famine pre.
vails throughout the district and
renders the natives eager to rob and
plunder atevery opp rtunity. The
lea {ing routes to Medina and Mecea -
are most lnwecure, rohbers lyiog io-
watt for travelers and merchandise,
while the tribes are constantly fight-
ing amony themselves to secure the
scanty pasture for their cattle.— Lon-
don Graphic.

—

Mr. Lang writes leaders fur The
Daily News; yet he goes and comes -
as he pleases, and his duties as a
journalist are not suffered to interfere
with his other literary work, his
lectiures, ete. A shure of his time
is spent in {Edinburgh. Tt is said
that when he reports at Tfie News
office he asks if any particular topic’
requires treatment at his bands; he
is 80 thoroughly informed and so
facile that, assigned a theme for
editorial treatment, he will sitdown
in all the noise and confusion of the
editorial room and reel off a delight-
ful essay, full of learning, of wit, of
allurion and of quotation; this, too,
without referiing to any book from
which it may be desirable to take
wxtracts, or to which it may be de-
sirable to turw. Io faet, Lang is
locked uppn by h s jourpalistic as- .
sociates'ns a cyclopedia of learning,
a fountaln of wit,and a master of all
that is charming in style.—.£x.




