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and austin texas each ddivis-
ion is under the supervision ovoi an
official known as postmaster in-
spector in charge

the staff of each division varies
in number ucaccordingcording to its extent
andind general character inspectors
in charge receive a salary of 2500
and inspectors 1600 per annum
besides a per themdiem of 4 when act-
ively engaged in work for the de-
partmentpartment their commissions run
from january I1 to january 1 and
appointments are made under the
civil service act chief rathboneBath bone
is paid a year the positions
involve considerable responsibility
and call for a degree of intelligence
and capacity far beyond the require-
ments of ordinary detective work
AS a rule the viewsclews afforded byI1 y
cases presented for their investiga-
tion are of the vaguest character

there are about post offices
in the entire country when com-
plaints are made of money being lost
in the they are at once for-
warded to the chief inspector at
washington who classifies them
under the headbead of A B C and F
it be said luiu this connection
that the loss of ordinary letters is
clasclassifiedsided under the head of B all
complaints are jacketed as it is
termed numbered indnd with direc-
tions for the prosecutions of the case
returned to the inspector in charge
of the division in which the com
plainesplaints were made certain formal
inquiries are sent to the writer and
the person to whom the letter was
addressed it is estimated that at
least 20 per cent of the letters at first
reported stolen eventually turn up
perhapsberha having been misdirected or
held for postage the cases reported
are subjected to careful investigation
to ascertain if the number of looses
center in any particular mail route
or in any particular postpostofficeoffice if
they do it Is accepted as an indica-
tion of crookedness aud the sus-
pected points are at once put under
the closest espionage sometimes
complaints covering a wide expanse
of country seem to center on one
railroad route

when either a railroad route or
postpostofficeoffice has been selected for in-
vestigationvesti gation there are various meth-
ods pursued to locate the supposed
thief decoy or test letters the
latter being the official designation
are frequently called into play As
soon as suspicion is fastened upon
an individual half a dozen of these
letters each marked and containing
money are addressed to some ob-
scure town and mailed the same
day if these letters come to hand
all right the experiment is tried
again and again until the inspectinspectorsars
are satissatisfiedfled that they have been
misled when any of these letters
fallfail to come through to their destina-
tion an arrest is made so soon that
criminating evidence is genergenerallyaUy
found upon their person

the location of offices of the above
character in any town or city is se-
lected by the inspectors who also
lease the prempremisesipes in fact an in-
spector in charge can temporarily
suspend any postmaster for cause
in some respects their powers are
autocratic credentials issued by
the postmaster general not only

command all railroads steamboats
and other mail contractors to afford
them free passage but require that
theyhey shall be respected audand obey-

ed 11 they are called upon to rate
up the salaries of clerks antiand inves-
tigate the demands of postmasters
for additional help as well as to sift
every case where there is reason to
believe thatchat the mails are being aubsub-
jected to improper uses

the detection of dishonest postal
clerks is almost certain iuin the long
run but there are instances where
peculationsspeculations have been carried on
years before discovery oueone dis-
honest clerk will temporarily cast a
shadow of suspicion over many
others this class of work however
is but one portion of inspectors
duties theythem are alap required to
follow up cases where parties have
put the mails to improper uses of
any kikindad one of the most import-
ant of their functions is the super-
vision of poat officeiceo of the first
second and third classaclasBes and the I1in-
vestigation

n
vesti gationtiou of any carges of in-
efficiency or misdemeanors preferred
against the postmasters themselves

I1 STORIES OF BISMARCK

it was the ath of may 1866 at 5
in the afternoon count bis-

marck was walking abroad for the
first time after his severe illness re-
turning from au interview with the
king aridand proceeding up the centre
alley of the unter den lindeaLinden ber-
linlin when he was twice fired on
one of the bullets grazed his side
turning swiftly round bismarck
sawgaw a young man before him who
was raising hisbis revolver to fire a
third time he seized the man by
one arm and the throat but the
tuan managed to fire three other
shots at him one shot missed him
in consequence of a quick turn only
burning his coat but one of the
other two struck him and at the
moment bismarck believed hebe hadbad
been mortally wounded for he felt
thavonethat one of the bullets bad struck
him on the rib ant bismarkbismarck
mastered the sensation of weakness
and handed the criminal whom he
had firmly heldfield to the officers undand
men of the first battalion of the
second foot guard regiment he
th n walked home nobody noticing
any change in hisbis demeanor made
a report to the king and returned
to the dinner party As he was
going out of the salon hebe tenderly
remarked to his wife 1 l abey have
shot at me but there is no harm
done A surgeon was sent for
who announced the fact of his very
narrow escape the king was soon
at his house to inquire after the con-
dition of his trusted minister the
street in front of his residence was
soon crowded with people and bis-
marck addressed them from the
window for the first time in hishia life
bismarck is said to have been the
only party in his house who ate any
dinner that day

As showing Bisbismarckmarcksa habit of
driving directly at the end hefie hadbad
in view and exposing to his ene-
mies as it would seem his plans
with a rash and reckless candor hornborn
of a consciousness of superior I1

strength and which took noho ac-
count of an opponentsopponenta patriotic sen-
sitivenesssitiveness his interview with jules
favre september 21 1670 broubroughtglit
about by lord granville is a ewecase
pinpointin point this was a conference to
stop further bloodbloodshedthed and prevent
a german entry into paris in stat-
ing the conditions on which alne
this could be done favre admitted
he was moved to grief by bismarck s
demand that the invadersinvadets should
have a fort commanding the city
mount valerien favre replied
it would be much more simple to

ask for paris itself f

bismarck plainly informed favre
that france would no more forget
the capitulation of sedan than of
waterloo than of which
did not concern her rhefhe prussian
minister told favre substantially
that hebe must have the two provin-
ces which germany subsequently
obtained favre remarked that the
assent of the people of whom he was
thus disposing was more than doubt-
fulfullandand that the public opinion of
europe would not be satisfied with
it 1I know well Y 1 he replied that
they are not with us they will
impose an unpleasant job on af but
we cannot suffer it I1 am sure that
in a short time we shall hava a new
war with you we wish to make
atallit all with our advantages the
new war hadbad not come yet and
there is considerable curiosity to see
how Bisbismarckmarckss retirement will
affect the alsace and lorraine
questionquA tion boston transcriptNanixV

mahometanoMahoMabo pilgrims to medina
antiand mecca will encounter worse
hardships and dangers this year
than usual owing to an insuffi-
cient rainfall during the last few
seasons in the province of hedjazi
the arabian holy land famine pre-
vails throughout the district and
renders the natives eager to rob and
leaplunder at every opp rtunity the
lea I1lingI1 ng rouroutestea to NImedinaed I1 na aandnd mecca
are mostmoat insecure robbers lylying1 n in
wait for travelers and merchandisefee
while the tribes are constantly fight-
inging among themselves to secure the
scanty pasture for their cattle zonlon
don GrgraphiaOraphioaphid

mr lang writes leaders for the
daily newsnewa yet he goes and comes
as he pleases and his duties as a
journalist areaie not suffered to interfere
with his other literary work his
lectures etc A share of his time
lais spent in lEdinedinburghburgh it is said
that when he reports at the
office be asks if any particular topic
requiresquircere treatment at his hands he
is so thoroughly informed and so
facile that assigned a theme for
editorial treatment hebe willditl sit down
in all the noise and confusion of the
editorial room and reel offaoff a delight-
ful essay full of learninglearn inn of wit of
alallusionlupion and of quotation this too
without referring to any book from
which it may be desirable to take
extracts or to which it maymav be de-
sirable to turn in fact lang is
looked upon by h 9 journalistic as-
sociatessociates as a cyclopedia of learning
a fountain of litand a master of all
that is charming in style fixex


