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GENERAL conference

OCTOBER 6 1886

the fifty seventh semiannualsemi annual con-
ference of the church of jesus christ
0of latter day saints convened thisthia

wednesday morning at 10 in
the stake tabernacle coalvilleCoalville sum-
mit county there were present of
the general authorities franklin D
richards who presided johnlohn henry
smith and john W taylor of thisthe
quorum of the twelve apostles besides
E iderder wmwin W cauff and other presi-
dents of stakes audand local and visiting
bishops and other officers of the
church

president richards called the con-
ference toorder and the choir sang the
hymn

areat is te loidl tie good to praise
ilishis high and jillyboly name

prayer by elder john henry smith
singingringing by the choir

spirit of faith come down
reveal the things of god

RESIDENT

addresseddressedud the conference expressing
pleasure on his own part as well as on
that of the visiting brethren for the
opportunity thus afforded them to as-
semble in general conference with the
people of in their magnif-
icent new building which bad been
hurriedly prepared to accommodate
the faints for he hoped
thatmat the unexpected visitation of the
saints at thismis place would have the
effect to encourage the people of
summit stake to complete the building
and make it a house that will afford
joy to the people of the stake and that
will be an object of gladness and ad-
mirationmiiniration to all friends around

there were many reasons for grati-
tude and praise to our heavenly fa-ther this morning some of which hhee
deemed it proper that we should be
remindeddedoEof in the first place he hadbad
learned that throughout this valley
which on account ofof its altitude waswah
usually subject to early frosts to the
injury of the crops the people gene
rally had reaped abundantlyabunda not only
of cereals but of esculents aasS well af
fording plenty both for manmaa and beastnot was this the case anthi sum-
mit stake but a good fair harvestwas reaped by the people generagenerallyly
throughout zion and especiallyly
would this be considered the case waiwhenna comparison was made with those of
tilethe various parts of tilethe earthwe enjoyed also to a goodly degree
the precious boon of liberty which
doubtless many have not yet learned
how to appreciate if we had to ex
pe nee the distress that many peoples
0of tilethe earth were now passing chcoroughrough
the oppressionsoppressions of human governments
ur luc Lerterrible destruction of life and
property that had overtaken many of
our follow beings together with ahe
misery trouble and want from which
so many olof gods creatures suffer our
condition would be very different from
what it is in comparison thereforewe should be IIIfilleded to overflowing with
the realizing sense that there is no

so blessed in all
respects asaa are the latter day saints
rff tt was
that because of our religious
being in conflict with
otof our fellows some of
ocethren were deprived otof the
otof attending this conference and
association of the saints and
were incarcerated but when we con-
templatedtemplated the lot of true believers of
all ages we certainly thus far had
reason to be thankful that things were
as well with us as they were refer-
ring to abrahams having to leave his
home to take up his abode in a strange
land in order to enjoy the blessings re-
sulting from the observance of the
lawsjaws otof heaven and to the declaration
of the apostle years afterwards to the
effect that itif they were truly the chil-
dren of abraham they would do the
works of abrahamAbra haya the speaker said
we found ourselves following his ex-
ample dinnany of these things without
inill many insEinstancesances fully sensingsen sing andana
knowing it and while the bar-
barism of father abraham had
beenhuea referred to by certain christian
people it is a fact worthy attention

nab nelit was peculiar from his cotemclotem
porodariesaries jina that he had attained to theCowknowledge of god to a marked
while they know him not at all

the experience that we were passing
through was exceedingly valuable to
us and hebe asked those who felt an-
noyed and harrasserharrassed not to let per-
sonal interests take up all their con-
sideration no man lives to himself
neither does he die to himself all ex-
et leulea an influence upon each
all should be interested in the welfare
pfaf their brethren and sisters as a
folole and thusetnis help tot make life
profitable not only for ourselves but
lorfor one another this feeling was en-
tertained to a high degree by the
fathersathers of the revolution in what
they did for their fellows andfor posterity they invoked the
spirit of the fathers that had gone be-
fore themthein to assist them in thertheir purpar

been entrusted with
visitations of heavenheavenwe should

comprehend in a deeper and higher
senseense the important consequences that
attend our actions and conduct before
the lord awl one another

the lord had already made us pecu-
liartier fromroro other religious bodies and itiss his design to yet wake ot0 this a na-
ion ut alnes and priests 11 weun

we considerdev ohp vast oppositionIOU he
aaW 40b to gout pad WN m eluom we

be gningdin and of his having to take
boldbod ofof poor humble men to bring
about hisbis purposes the undertaking
seemed at times too great to be con-
templated

on
templated by serious men but such
was the fact and such would be the
case but none could comprehend it
except through the eye of faith

the speaker referred to the early ex
perieerle nees of the chereb aud the fefeel-
ing

laling those experiences produced in the
hearts of the people of god showing
that when the of the case re
quiren it men had to lay their all upon I1

the altar of sacrifice for the benefit and
blessing otof their brethren

such scenes were unknown to the
Yyoungerunger portion of the people sodand it
was hoped that such occurrenceswould
never be experienced by the latter
day saints la2 comparison with the
many hard and trying scenes throughU b
which the saints had ppassedassed methe
speaker dwelt upon tilethe present
state and condition of the people
our circumstances were now compara-
tively easy we had good comfortable
homes wita well stocked farms sodand
well filled granariesgranarles in consequence
of this changed stateelate of things we were
liable to give wiyway to temptations that
were jinunknownknown to us in our poverty
the love of pleasure was descanteddes canted
apon0n together with sabbath breaking
andd public enjoymentsenjoy ments and the seri-
ous attention of the congregation was
called to these things as well as that
of the peopleeople generally tilethe speakerelthewarnwarned the young meninen against the sin
of taking the lordseloids name in vain and
the people geneirally against usingus ans their
tongue sr to the injury of their fellow
men ark called upon the people to live
so that nothing but good will to all
should exist in their hearts and bless-
ing upon all the creatures of our god
proceed forth from their lips and es-
peciallyally so towards the household offaithfaith

ELDERELDEK JOMNJOHN W raylor
the remaining portion of time was

occupied by elder john W taylor
the subjects of his discourse were the
keeping of the Sabsabbathbatti day and the
consequences of its nonobservancenon observance
upon ancient israel i sending our chil-
dren to be taught by those whose
avowed object is to oppose the
onward progress of tthis8 work
and the penalty attached to
the neglect oiof a faithful perform-
ance of duty toward our children as
far asaso properly teaching them and set-
tingtiyaa good example was concerned i
ttheh desire manifested by our peo-
ple as individuals and as bodies
as sunday schools to go on pleasure
excursions to bathing resorts which he
claimed were not always conducted in
a manner becoming in the sight of god
his discourse was earnest and em-
phaticI1 on these points sodand it was his
opinion that the chastisement from
which we were sufsufferingdufferinferin was in cocon-
sequence

u
of the congconductct 0ot the

people as a body and that we neednednot look toytor a cessation tUl the spirit
of repentance promptedprocapted and brought
forth better results in the lives of the
people

toethe choir sang
0 awake my slumbering minstrel

benediction by elder wmwin W cluff

AFTERNOON SESSION

2
the choir sang I1

an angel from on high
the joyful messagemessa gehashas made known

prayer by apostle H J grautgrant
hymn 9

come 0 tbthonon king of kings I1

weve waited long foror thee

ELDAR JOHN HENRYHENBY SMITH

wagwaa the first speaker nehe commenced
by referring to the remarks which had
been made byy the brethren that hadaadspoken in the forenoon he felt that a
number of the rebukes that were given
struckstrook him with considerable force
he believed that as a people
the latter day saintssaints did not ob-
serve the sabbath day with ththatat
strictness that they should many
people tried to find excuses for doingthis that and the other thing upon the
sabbath day many triedtri editoto hide them-
selves behind the faults of others butthis seemed natural to man man was
naturally a moralamoral cowardco ward the speaker
strongly urged upon the latter day
saints the fact that every person was

or own acts and
asked all to at once examine them-
selves and repent of whatever was
wrong liehe believed that it was be-
cause of the wrong doing of the saintsthat so much persecution was being
waged against them at tilethe
fievetresentpresent time however he be-
lieved that wouldhave a tendency to bringI1 the saints in-to line and to compel them to walk inthe direction iuin which it was intendedthey shouldshoula walk the tipspeaker condegoed practicethe of jetur
marrying withw ith strangers with those
who did not believe alike spoke of thenecessity of keepingkeepin the fast day and
concluded by bearing a strong testi-
mony onward march ol01 imor

11 notwithstanding all the
attacks that were made upon it andthe many prophecies that had beenbeeD

its near destructiongod was at the helm sodand would see
that all that had been promised would
be brought to pass jtit was necessary
however that the should
of their sins audand bee unto the lord
and itif they did this thir elie tulas
would not prevail against thernthem many
might be caredcalled to sufferbuffer but as the
day of thetae t so dieh would
bg

ELDER HEBER J GRANYGRANT

occupied the remainder of the time
discoursing upon the individual ddutiesuti cs
of the latter day saints and the re-
sponsibilitiesbilries deVdevolvingolvin upon every
person professing memmembershipbarship in the
church astoas ta the building ulofup of cioll
in the earth

the choir san an anthem and the
meeting was didimis serfsed by prayer DYby
patriarch john smith

SECOND DAY
11

october fth 10 Arahm
conference resumed its session this

morning the choir singing the hymn
sing to the great Jehovahs praise

all praise to him belongs 11

prayer by elderbider yahnluba W taylor
singing
hallhail to the brightness olof zions glad morn-

ing
joy to the lands that in darkness have

lain I1

HUOH 8

president of the tooelethoele stake made
the opening remarks helie regrettedre retted the
necessity which called fortay the cen-
sure of the brethren who addressed
the conference yesterday he referred
to conversations hebe hadbad bad with hisbis
fellow prisoners in the penitentiary
who with himself beheld with regret
that the chastisement that was beinbeing
inflicted upon the people was meritedmerited
by us and permitted to come in the
wisdom of providence yet he was en-
couragedcou raged in the confident hope that
our unpleasant experience would tend
tpto the improvement of the people
wtindividually and collectively this
fact was apparent that oneond and all
were left to choose for themselves
what courcoursesetoto pursue and the fact
that our free agency was in every re-
spect unrestricted made it the more
Importimportant that individual responsibili-
tyt be the more seriously appreciated
tiee endorsed the remarks of preciousprey ious
sspeakerseakers to the and while he
ssometimes feared for them in their
wild efforts to gratify their desire for
worldly things and worldly pleasures
yet hebe was satisfied that te lord
would raise up a elassclass of spirits that
would be found to the cause
of god and wildwho would prove them
selves worthy to perpetuateperpetuate the
institutions of heheavenaven the
fl in an earnest and impressive
manner directed the attention of the
congregation to the follies and vanities
of thetb world together with the res

that devolved upon all
wao had entered into solemn covenants
with grodgod and hoped thauthac tilethe elders1 1 ers
especially the men of familiesalies uponu on
whom depended more 0or less tthee hap-
piness

a P
of jtbothersers would be foundoun satissati

tied with their labors when they shall
have finished their earthly career in
closing liehe referred to the high campli
ment that had been paid the brethren
by warden dow in regard to the con-
duct of those who ladbad served terms of
imprisons engforaut for conscience sake in

beir conduct and presence in the
prison had begotten such a moral
influence upon the real criminal I1in-
mates of that institution that had
awakened feelings utot astonishment in
him and he waswaa free to acknowledge
it and accord to our brethren the
credit of such a state and condition of
life as brought forth such moral fruitwe were indebted he said to the
gospel plan and the author orol it alone
lorfor the that has made
the latter day saints peculiar in all
that tends to make men bettbettererandand hebe
hoped that tbthisis characteristic would be
more and more manifested until the
world at large should at last concede
what a few have already acknowl-
edged

ELDER WARD E PACK

was pleased to mingle among the peo-
ple at conference and partake otof the
sspiritarit1 manifestedmanifestbd by inage
theirir private conversations and
utterances he could perceive that if
the people failed to take to themselves
the portion of advice instruction or
rprebukebuke that was most adapted to their
severalegra positions but little if andrealany real
profit would be derived from attending
our conference meetings the wise
would receive chastisement and mend
their ways while the thoughtless and
the worldly minded would pass bybyrera
sandless seriousus thought tilethy wordsot01 life and salvation that come

the servants of god and the faith
fafalI1 would rejoice in whatever circum-
stances we inight be placed knowingunknowingin
ininaa as they do that the lord will ruleraleand overrule lain their behalf undand lead
them through the fiery ordeals that
will eventually make them shine toethebrigbrighterliter among the nunnumerouskerous family
of our father and god

the speakerker referred to the planned
attack that is being made by our ene-
mies upon our children and warned
parents to use every effort to guide
their children in the ways they should
0 o until they ve shall see and
know as their parents do

adelt Sg D WOOLLEY
A

president of fhehe kariam stake en-
dorsed with of othe remarks
madydade tyity the bpearen both yesterday
and todaytot day ta L of god ever
werewera peculiarpecullar w world gener-
al aid aluce1 iasi count only
bp antiintimaintaineditaiuel V m 0 talt al cocourage

nian in pos of the
VILIS Q tilte gospel apieale tit

to0 p n 6 H W ong existed in
0 V dcam
0 un far 4Q D bob I1arts1 alg pula liny

ot vt 00 person pr ina
1 l i X J

whom it existed living by principle
alone could make us the peculiar peo-
ple that god designed to make us and
which hebe was satisfied we would be-
come eventually he believed that
the time wasa near when thehe
people genegenerallyy wonwouldI1 it be inbaemore
united and kemportemporallyaily
and the object of the lord in allowing
chastisement tocomecame upon us would
therethereforeforet be accomplished I1 a better
state of things would be producedand
the will of the lordloral to an extent at
least be brought about with regard to
usaus

ELDER JESSE W CROStff
president of the panguitch S lakes
testified to tile divinity of the work in
which the latter day faints were en-
gagedp led and he appreciated the oppor-
tunity of assembling in general con-
ference to receive instruction or re-
buke as the case might be
onetie of the peculiarities of the
latter day work masjas individual res

and ma would be held
accountable for the unites we
have and tilethe works we do manymady hebe
saidisaid were willing that others should
suffer totfat the truan and while they
were being tried and perchance chas
faed they were being and
criticizedcriticised not only by enemies butbat by
kneir friends as well thiertheree were
doubtless in summit county as there
were in other places many who were
neither hot nor cold andana who were
afraid to be tested for fear of fallingfalline a
prey to the enemy II11 advised all to
stand upon their own merit and not
depend uuponon that of others it ausau
day of inindividualti responsibility ofof in-
dividual action all men andand women
must act for themselves and in so do-
ing thetha lord tested the integrity of
thothe whole

ELDER LORENZO HATMHATCH

of the arizona stake was the next
speaker it was 44 years slopesime liehe be-
came acquainteded with mormonism I1

11

and he hadbad taken pains to notice the
growth of the workwark during that time
as well as the labors of individuals
with whom nelip was more immediately
acaacqacquaintedual anted he was pleased to find the
faith of the peoplee ple growing stronger inI1

the lord andohand bee was pleased aiso to
be engaged personally in imimpartingparking tilethe
faith titof the true andaad living gougocr to the
descendants of the noble men who lived
and labored in the earlier history of
this continent and was encouraged in
the hope that the days were being
ushered in when that afflicted people
would come in remembrance bedfor
the lord according to what hadbad beenbee
said of them by their progenitors he
rejoiced in the fact that the kingdom
of god was established never more to
be taken away or thrown down and
he was thankful to hearbear the warning
voice bf hisbin brethien who were the
true friends of the people and he
hoped they would be long spared to
labor among the and that the
people would receive their instructions
in the spirit in winch they were given
audand profit thereby he bore a faithful
testimony to the divinity of the work
and of the goodness of god to his peo-
pledleeI1

BISHOP GEORGE 0
of Millmillevillemillvilleville cache county said he re
acied I1thatbat faith was truly a gikgift of
god and that it was necessary to ex-
ercise true faith in order to accomplish
the purposes of god in the work of our
individual salvation and that of build
luging up his kingdom on the earth and
earnestly prayed that the lord would
ininspires pire his people to sekseeks ek after him
andand to labor diligently to acaccomplishcomplis bl

all the righteousness they have in their
hearts to do

fa FRANKLIN I1D RICH ARDS

exexpressedpresse d pleasure in what had been
said by the several brethren it waswaa
desirable he said to know bow such
men felt especially since our leading
men had retired from theactive service
of laboring personally among the peo-
ple and hebe hoped that they and the
presidents of stakes andsandi the bishops
generally would sense ththe additional
responsibility that devolved upon them
in consequence of the retirement of
the firstbirst presidency and members of
the quorum of the twelve and prove
themselves indeed and of a truth shep-
herds to the flock of god

the choir sang an anthem and elderalmaalina eldredge pronounced the bene-
diction

SESSION

2
conference assembledreassembledre this after-

noon
1

the choir sang the hymn

lord we come before thee now
i

at thy feet we humbly bow

prayer by elder wmwin W cluff
Singsingingflag

when all thy mercies 0 my god
my rising soul surveys
transportedTransportedwithwith the view im lost
in wonder love and praise

ELDERELDEK A K THURBER I1

otof richfield was the first speaker the
tenorailor of the instructions that had been
give nhe said tended to the purification
of the church there never was a time
when such instructions were more nee
ebsary man odayo day when we were
baptized WPwo entered into covecovenantnhut
althwith gon tp reform ouroar lives and help
tofio reform of our
indatud bewe 46 od oft ines howbow we welle
lispingli Q efte obligations that de 1

evolved uag inlathea sevier staka
of0 OB ohp fil tharo were ootdot
witApill ceasur afpf geeck ofe

duty and he hoped that they in con-
nection with their fellow servants
would bring themselves into the lioeline oa
duty the speaker referred to the
word otof Wiswisdomdotu claimed that thurthe
aged werewera underanda Wv
observe it as the younger portion otof
the community he he coulch
testify that aged people as well as
YyuOps Bf erly
about it could overcome pernicious
habits andaad he felt it ahme bounden
daty otof auall especiallyI1 uly the officers 06
jechebo Chu rethelpaealssetet a bood exam-
ple ilebe referred to an incidentInci deat
that occurred while traveling toin hilsh
batee of a child asking its parent why
hebe did not ask a blessing on the food
when no strangers were present such
was a great rebuke from a child it
was not proper hebeheldheld for men to
Preach thas which they themselves did
not the speaker read from
the book of nephyon this subject
showing how people fell because of
their practices the precepts

hebe considered hadbad too cucil
influence in our dealldealingsngo one with
another as well asa in the performance
of duties to god in all of which there
was much room fort improvement lain
conclusion he arged the people to10
faithfulness sodand the road to this was
to pay particular attention to and be
sute to carry outoat the instructions of
the servants of god as they vadbad been
gaten at this conference and at all
other times

ELDER W RICHARDS

said the advice and instructions givenalven
were of that character that theyraey could
appreciate as the servant 4
of god the samelsame havingahaving a tendency to
build up and strengthen the saints lu
the faith of the Gospjel JesuJesusinsiu his day
said if hebe hadbad not come and spoken
they could notdot haveharve signed but be
cause he had come and spoken sin lay
at their doors this was applicable to-
us

to-
ns in 0ourar day we could not afford to
disreldisregardard the counsels of the living
oracles they had spoken and we wouldwoula
be judged according tuto the attention
wowe paid to whatanat ththeyey say unto us the
gate was strait through which the aeleww
entered the popular will was to go
with the multitude which led to death
the instructions given were of a
general character and applied there
tore to tee peoplee as a whole the
present was the greatest of all the dis
sensations and the people now lididliving
were accountable to god for the grealgreab
opportunities it afforded the generaligeneral
desire wa to accumulate the wealth of
the world but the savior taught thosethos
of his day to seek first the kingdom of0
god and his this in-
structionst is repeated to dagand comes
home to all latter day baluis themthe
sacrifice tilethe gospel requires of its ad-
herents comprehends all that man cam
fray or do can kizeor im-
part even to afe itself the
tionlion was to seek an others good
belore ones own audand this is entitledentilled
to the candid consideration oiof all thu
righteousness of the kingdom of god
consisted in its commands sodand laws
and we had no right to its immunities
unless we emulated the example of its
ba t advocates this was the condi-
tion on which we agreed to receive the
bit isings the gospel ot the kingdom
afforded the speaker then called at-
tention to the charcharacterabter of the work
antiand its origin and referred to the
labors of adam moses and abraham
and others as guides of former times
some otol whom and whose associates
had revealed its fundamental doctrines
to us in our day when tilethe speaker
beheld men toiling for the good of thirth ir
fellows and the little time they had to
live it made him yearn to benefit tilethe
condition of the human race aime
was short at the best and we could
accomplish little when every opportu-
nity nas improved because of thothe nu-
merous duties that demanded our at-
tention butbat tile thingsthing of god were
essential to our salsalvation and there-
fore we should hold them as firstflint and
foremost in our every day life tilethe
promisesses of god were great we shoshouldu id
merit them not because of a desire to
escape punishment but for the
love of truth landand righteous-
ness and we should in our
great desire for truth feel that we
could endure anything and everything
that we might be called upon to pass
through not till we reached that state
could we hope to merit a fulfillmentfulfilment of
the promises of the lord upon usus and
our cchildrenh adren we must consider tuat
we 0ourselvesurselves and all we possess b-eeg
iong ttoI1 him who created us and that
we are his agents laboringboeingla in the vine-
yard for the welfare of the human race
in order to prove ourselves worthy otol
a full salvation inic his kingdom which
hebe hoped would be the lot of the lat
ter day saints

ELDER CYRUS 41 WHEELOCK
expressed pleasure in being present on
this was thought
in olden day by women that if they
had a husband or sons worthy to be in
the congregations of the lord they
were greatly liohonorednored how much wore
honored were we in being allowed to
take part in administering the affaaffairsirti
of the church and kingdom of god
how great the bonor too was con
berred upon vs in being able with as-
surance to approach god as our father
in the way pointed out byb him to ap-
proach the throneof grace chegosthe gos-
pel required sacrifice persecution
was i hbe lotjot of tuetile faithful tha pro-
phet josephjosaph about four hourshouisghetbefore hisbis martyrdom ina answer
to thhp questquestionlou by col Maitalkknamharn

what will be the result of stuby faijaasid
iff they amploay biti and uiotho

0 ttherehere iis umanaala ouon tho earth that
Jif 0endoweddowaden 0 with theg 00 bets 44 han mao


