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I1 have unexpectedly to myself
been called upon to address thisthia
congregation while I1 shallahall en-
deavor to do BOso I1 desire that you shall
give me youryoun sympathy and falthfaith
that I1 may be able to speak in clear-
ness whatsoever may be put into my
mind by the inspiration of the holyCchoatghostGhhostostoat if I1 shall be so fortunate as

futoto enjoy a goodly portion of that in-
fluencefluenceUluence I1 have no special subject
on my mind upon which to speak
andamand am therefore dependent epou
the inspiration of the moment as
the spirit shall give litittutteranceterance

it hashnsas been the privilege of the
servants of god in all ages to enjoy

senseaa jortportionlonion of his power to direct
ithemthe IMALIM ALin their ministry and to make

tiatinIIalriiri to their understanding the
1JK things thatthab they should speak about

when it to preachmch
the truth this congregation isaryvenyvery

liiIII largely bf tbtopleopie who pro-
fess wethe same relreireligiousfilous doctrinesi s as
those which khab myself
ed adhered to and advocate there

irr are others however in the congre
gationgallon who are unacquainted with
the dootdoctrinesrInes of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints
and who perhaps are more or less

Y anxious to obtain some understand-
ingindofof thenature and character ofthe
work that is represented among and
by this people heretofore they have
been dependent upon popular report
which has been iniii almost every in-
stance erroneous upon this subject
for we have been greatly
dentedbeneen in all the world there is
one particularcular point that I1 wish to
direct the bindsminds of this audience to

W regarding the work and in doing so
I1 wish to point out a popular error

i thatabat exists in the understanding of
I1manyany people in reference to us
there Is a prevailing opinion based

lralea on raisefalse representations regarding
X the church that I1 have the honor to

be identified with that there exists
among the people called latter day
saints a species of serfdom or bon

9 dage or hatthat one or more men rule
oyerover the people with a high hand a
species ofor despotism I1 wish to
stafe hereherb that my personal expertexperi-
ence in this church for half of the
time thab I1 have spent in this life
informs my sintbintjudgmentfigmentu that

am sucheuch Is not the0 case that
the latter day saintssainta are a free peo
pie and the they have

E adopted which they understand
to belie of divine origin Is calculated
in its character to make them free
the reason why it makes them free
is because that the greatest bondage

d that can exist among the human
family is the result of doing that
which is wrong which is contrary
to the laws of hodbodgod and to the laws

j of righteousness that should exist
between man and man I1 do not
wish to sayeay that thit church or this
people as a whole are entirely free
from evil it would be very wrong

1 to assert this to do so would be step
41 ping beyond thebounds of truth and

consistency for we are in a state of
K imperfection and where Imperimperfec-

tion
fecfee

5 exists there necessarily follow
departures from the strict line of

43 righteousness but there Is one neatea
e ture connected with this church

that Is gloriousgloridusloPin and itisitlait Is this that so
4 far as the laws of Wsthis church are

concerned there are none who are
g exempt from them they are aapallpit
4 cable to all from those who holiholnholdhoid the

highest position in this church to
the humblesthumblestbleat member therein all

i must subscribe to them there is
taiflulf however an organization an order

in this churchchurch that we recognizey and that we sustain this featureaww extends to this beautiful principle
tireinintin the church which Is the highest

irk form of what might be termed the
democratic principle thatth it all the
main measures pertaining to thisW work in order to be valid in thesighteight of heaven and to babe in accord-
ance with the strict law of this
church must have the consent of
tho people before it becobecomesraes bind-ing upon the people from
avernver source if may emanate diorhr to phoeho yaiYAs thetho ahlethle 14 tim we

I1 will refer thetther congregationgationgatlon to what
we esteem as the law and the testi-
mony we have a book here which
is called the book of doctrine and
covenantscovenant of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints con-
taining the revelations of jesus
christ through the prophet joseph
smith who was raised up specially
by the almighty according to our
faithfalth to organize the church of
jesus christ according to the will of
heaven by revelation and comcorn
mandment from the most high
in order to show you that that
which I1 have spoken is according to
the law of our church I1 will read a
small portion of instructions that
emanated from him whom weweeses
teem a great prophet talking
of the government of the churchchurell
and the people in july 1830 these
instructions came through that
medium and all things shall be
done by common consent in the
church by much prayer and falthfaith for
all things you shall receive by faithfalthWE
that Isli a law of this church that the
affairs of the church dball be done
by common consent of the body re
ligious and therefore there is no
despotism here there is no one man
power in the sense in which it is ac-
cepted regarding us in the world
because when measures that are
deemed for the advancement otor this
work are brought up they have to
be received by the people and their
consent obtained in order to make
them in accordance with the law
which god has revealed for the gov-
ernment

ov
of the organization that he

has established in this day and
there exists among this people a
reverence for law a regard for that
which is legal and proper that I1
have not seen exist to the same ex-
tent in auyany other community with
which I1 have mingled

there is at the present time a
positiontion among the peopleof thehe world
that Is quite might even
eaysay that it jsIs phenomenaphenomenal indinits char-
acter there is a question now exist-
ing in the world that is not confined
to one nation alone nor one section
of the globe but there Is an influ-
ence at work that appears to be fast
becomebecoming

wholein a qaquestionestion pertaining to
this whole world I1 refer to the
spirit and influence and deposition
that is growing everywhereevery where to throw
off every species of restraint be-
cause of the increase and develop
ment of this power and influence inm
the hearts of the masses of the peo
pie some of the governments of
Euroburoeuropepeareare beingbeings shakenbaken frobeenfrom cen-
tre to circumference and we not
only hear in consequence otof this
feeling that is growing in the minds
of the people we not only hear of
threats to cast down thrones and to
destroy the heads of governments
that are existing but that these
thing are actually taking place and
the heads of nations are trembling
for fear because of this existing dis-
position to break in pieces the powersratthat be I1 may draw the attention
of this congregation to the fact that
the revelations that were brought
forward by joseph smith the pro-
phet pointedanted to this very movement
and citedstated in denndefinitenite terms that
such a condition would exist
among the nations and that it
would bring about the destruction of
those governments in which it was

to exist and to spread but
in place of the latter day saints
having a disposition efof this kind it
is the genius ofor this work it is the
spirit of this church to16 conform to
propelproper organization to recognize
lawsjawslaws that are according to human
rnightsrightshighis to recognize that which
wiilwillwW11 benefit mankind it Is
true that most of the govern-
ments of europe are not based on
correct principles the rulers do not
recognize thee rights of the people
whomw am theye govern but at the samegame
umelime tthee condition that would heje
brought about by thethese things that
I1 have referred to this undermining
governments etc wouldwoula bring
about a tenfoldten fold woree condition of
things than the despotism even that
exists in the old countries beambeanbecauseiisetise it
would bring about anarchy and con-
fusion it would bring about a con-
dition of things wherein the strong
would oppress the weak even to a
greater extent than they do at pre-
sent and surely there is no need for
that

then it mightbight be nihedaked ifit you
latter day saints have BOso great a re-
gard for jawlaw for existing regulations
to rularule and govern society why Is it
that you make exceptions to this
rule why Is it that there ia at
least one law that you are not wil-
ling to conform moptop referring to the
law that was passed in 18621882
for the suppression of our system of
marriage the reason Is this that
wwe regard the constitution of our

w ewt wa thaltho dilloful of

our heavenly father as ausupremereme
that sacred instrument the bonaticonsti-
tution of this land ays that a man
and woman in the pricpracticetice of their
religion Pshallball not be interfered with
that Congre shall have no power
to makemate such interference awas tnt
proposed by the law to which I1 have
made allusion but it might be said
inili regard to this that it jaIs a it Ai
nevertheless because it has passe
the congress of the united states
and been sustained by the supreme
court otof the united states never-
theless inowI1 now speak for myself I1
layjay it down as a proposition that rny
law that infringes upon my religious
rights cannot be a constitutionafat
law if all the in the world
should decide that it is ofor that char-
acter but it may be saidsald and it is
said frequently that our system of
marriage the same system of mar-
riage thabthai obtained among the an

who held direct communica-
tion with the almighty Is notinot a
part of religion but I1 state so far
as I1 am individually concerned that
I1 hope never to get into the position
when any man or class on hethe face
of this earth shall prescribe to me
what shall or shall not be my relig-
ion for the moment that such a
condition is admitted then farewell
to religious liberty it becomes as a
sounding brass and a tinkling cym-
bal having no batisbitisbisbit is19 in reality but
it isJs sometimes said that our system
of marriage is obnoxious to the rul-
ing sentiment of the country and
especially to those whose crafts are
in danger and who are professors of
other religionsreligious then on the same
principle if we were in the majority
would it be rightt fornformfor us to weuse coercopr
sive means to put down in the relig-
ions of others what might be obnox-
iousiouslous to our system it isis a poor rule
that will not work both wayways but
it seemseems to me somewhat remark-
able that people who are living per-
haps thousands of miles away from
this part of the country should have
such powerful visual organs that
thereanthey can gaze and seeeee something
tilthatt needs correcting among the
people called latter day saints
when there Is sufficientlent perhaps
within of half a mile of
their own dwelling places that
would require their attentionjonlon in corcon
rectina for the rest of their lives
butbat whenever a man travels in this
country or any other we will find a
large proportion of the people who
are liberal in regard to this comcoin

and who think that they
should not be interfered with in their
institutioninstitutions and instead of getting
up all thithisthisdoresworefurore and excitement in
reference to what isi called themo
mon problem the sensible part of
the community particularly are will
ing that the cormonsmormonsMor monamons should be
left to the solution of that problem

and we assert that withwith
the helpheip of god we are able to ac-
complishcom that workand show event

if not at present a madel
community that it would be good
for others in the world to pattern
after

there arearo a great many ident in
referencereferenco to this people as I1 have
said that are erroneous I1 have
metyinsinin traveling on the trains peo-
ple that were utterly surprised to
nindfind that the latter day saints look-
ed like other people I1 presume
that they expected to see men walk-
inginglne about with slouch hats and belts
tilledfilled with weapons of destruction
so erroneous and PO0o slanderous havehave
been the reports concerning this
people that hayehave gone abroad about
themthen there iqhl only a percentage
of the people that comp lierehere that
are willingbilling on account orthe deep
seated prejudice that everywhere
exists concerning this people to
speak the truth concerning them
there are men whobo have come here
whovho belong to dIffiedifferentrent denomina-
tions without naming any of therethe te

bodies with which they were
connected who have been treated
with the utmost courtesyand respect
perhaps more respect than their

entitled them to they
hatohavo beenheen allowed to preach their
tenet disseminate their doctrines
amodamon sz the people here to buldbuild theirthedr
church until you can seeeee them on
every hand not only in this city
but in other cities of unsuna territory
for purposes of tiietile deepest men-
dacity thitileyy have gone abroad and
bren the hiefchief instruments in arous
inelnenr public sentiment against the
latter day saints they have risen
in their religious conventions in the

states and told to my posi-
tive and certain knowledge aas4 black
and infamous liesailesalieslles ai4 ever fell from
the lips of human imbeingsings and were
thus enabled to ply their vocation in
collecting money in order to ravosave the
downtroddendown trodden women of utah and
to helpheip foisolmaiverolva the mormonNo
hmlarn y y that ph me

worthy of the title of inmanhoodaabood
they obliterate within their narrow
souls every principle that is worthy
or entitled to respect I1 have no re-
spect for them whatever although
I1T do not biehwieh them any harm at all
I1I1 have no regard for them because
they are too limited too narrow too
devoid of principle infir fact they can
get along with as smallemail an amount
of principle as any class of men that
revarr evereven knew of in my lifeilfe so taraslarasfar as
I1 am concerned I1 have not reached
that condition of perfection which
our savior taught and practisedUsed I1
am imperfect in that respect when
he says you shall loveiove your enemies
I1 say that I1 do not have any lovejove for
characters of that kindbind who will go
in the face of facts with which they
are acquainted as well as men can
possibly lebe acquainted with adv
thing and wilfully and knowingly
misrepresent the characters of tinsthis
or any other people on the face of
the earth I1 would feel the samebame if
these animadversions and calumniescalumealum nies
that are heaped upon this people
were heaped upon any other there
is one individual especially whom I1
knew when bebashe was
singly who saidpaid that in provo a
quiet peaceable settlement in the
routhsouth cne of the mosi peaceable
gllerilplaces on the top of thisthi earth per-
haps1ap at least it would be if they
were all latter day saints who are
there thisthis individual saideaid that hebe

i was under the necessity in going to
preach in the morning or in the af

or whenever he hadbad to
ascend the stand of layinga pistol by
the side of the word of god a false-
hood as plain and direct ever as was
spokenkellkeri fortforfon I1 have lived in this terr-
itory fifteen years and have never
known the time when it was any
more necessary for one of those hire-
lings who preach for money and
divine for wagewages and not for the
good of the souls of men to go on to
wethe stand armed and equipped for
defence any more than it is for me
to do the same thing at this mo-
ment iulu this building

but my brethren sisters antand
friendsfriendp that is the way false reports
are started regarding this people
and what is13 the reason one rea-
son is I1 presume because of our
success

I1 told you that the measures
adopted by this church are done by
common consent and any person
who has attended one ofour genera
conferences when this huge build-
ing is filled in every part with the
latter day saints from the various

that we have located in thisthin
hockyrocky mountain hegmon when we
fome together to worship god accordaccord-
ing to the dictadietadictatestesteg of our own con-
science and to that which
we have accepted as true when
we come together for that purpose
our missionariesarles aream called they
areagrenotnounot reared in colleges for the
purpose we claim to haohaehave in our
midst the mamesame priesthoodhood and au

that existed in the ancient
churchardChurchand the sime power charac-
terizes the administrations of that
priesthood men are called from the
plopioplowtesthey are called from the car-
penterspe bench from the shoeshoo
macer 14i bench from the office of
the accountant from the merchant
store and from any of the other vo

ofor life by the authorities of
he Churchurchchurchardchandand when the selections

are made their names are called out
I1ina this conference ththithitthibtt the voice of
the people may be given by which
to endorse the selectselectionsloniioni that are
thus made the peo piare request-
ed to manmanifestirestfrest whether thevie selee
eions meet with their wishes or no
a showallow of hands is called a forest of
them goes up and these men if
they be filled with the falthfaith ot0 this
gosgospel1 are ready to go to the ends
of gethe earth at such a summonsummons and
perform their god given duty in ful

of the words of the lord
and savior when he said referring
to it as one of the signs of the I1 at
days and this gospel of the king-
dom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness and then shall
the end come they lay aside their
business interests andnud go forth with-
out remuneration and perform this
labor their efforts are blessed for
they lireare generally successful and
they return after as many years asag
may be assigned them to labor in
the nations of the earth in preaching
this gogospel they come back with
their sheaves with joy and rejoicing
to reunite themselves again with
the main body of this church

there laIs a statement in thetha scrip-
tures something like the following
to the pure all thingsth ings areare pure

now thereasethereare many who attribute
the existence of our marital institu-
tions to a desire on the ofor the
men who form this church to minis-
tertontoto the lower instincts and paa

of T do daipat aw

that in every instance the church I1laa
free from this kindeakinkinddefnef 1

rimecrime for
crime I1 consider itft is but I1 saypay that
when such is thetiie caeme when a man
e enters into WB lob bond whether
jtit hebe inn single maniacemarmailageniage or whetherwilether
it be in taking more wives than one
merely for the gratification of his
rassyasspassionslonsions he infringesinar ages upon a law of
god of nature and of this church
for this church decides that its mem-
bers shall be pure in every respect
therefore those who are governed by
impure instincts feelings and senti-
ments amare departing from the genius
the 8spiritr t and the true practice of
this cchurchphurab whoever they may be
but this is not the purpose there
are purposespurples in the min1 ofor jehovah
in regard to this principle at iee etat
we accept them as buchcuch god haqhas
decreed that in this day hohe will
build up his kingdom and we are
seeking to build it up and as it lais
saideaid in thetiie book of mormon that
waswaa brought forth lyby the power of
god through the instrumentalitymentality of
joephjo eph smith that if the loj
should desire to rafe up childrento
hirohimohimselfelfeif thalthatherel shall command hiahla
children otherwise they shall not
practice thetile principle ofor plural mar-
riage our elderseldali go abroad into
the nationnF they sound the trumpet
of the gospel both long and loud
but although they meet with somepome
success1 he numbers thathat thearlicar their
testimony and embrace II11 are com-
parativelyively few compared with thetile
great massemass that d bregard their
messagemes age this kingdom muA llavehave
people and if ththee people of the world
will not come and join with us and
build up the kingdom of godbe will
build it from f he internal strength
within itself letletaa personpelton who doesdocs
not believe in this go through this
territerritorytorylory from northmorth to south and
from easteasl to wt st and see the flocks
of beautiful children that are grow
ingup in the midst of this people
hatthat will aid in bearing off this

kingdom
there is a great cry in reference

to the stoppage of the influx ofor popu-
lation to utah attempts have been
made to stop the flow of
emigration of latter day stintstints
on the most flimsy pretexts
I1 have no fearfears however that any-
thing of that kind will ever amount
to much because no measure of
that kindklud can in this country oaow
tain without overridingover riding and tramp
lingliag under foot every pt ortheof the
constitution of our country rutput itappears to me that there is a source
of power that is growing up in
community that is lj
lost sight of that is the youth thalthai
are growing up many sstssistateate that
thehe youth of this community 1 n

becoming there artari
lomeiomeiometome who are demoralized and w
have departed from the faith tbtth
their fathers sullsufferedered to establish
and sustain some of the latte
have suffered death and otheothersrs hayhavi
suffered almost deathdeith time and tinh
again be ause otof the
and opposition with which thelthe
have had to contend in almost eveever
form but those who suppose ththa
the bulk of the youth of this concorg

will not sustain this woword
are mistakenmi ilaben the bulk of thethee
will andami a great many of thelthee
are and I1 will say todayto day in bells
of our young men that accordiniaccordin
to my experience having been re
bently on a mission abroad general
ly thetile most successful among tuthe
elders of this church and tilith
most fearless in the enunciation ic
the principles and doctrines of thi
gospel the mostmast laborious and ind
fatigable labors in the cause of
have been the boyboys8 whowh0 havehavoe beet
born and reared in ane territory s

utah and in the city ritlit whichwiach vw
now are I1 have great hopes of onor
young people and I1 am pleased A4
note within I1hethe last few years tb
great the anxiety thi
has been manifested in rekardaregard
their welfare that they should I1
brought up iuin the nurture and aiad
monition of the god of jacob t

shun the drunkarddrunkards path thetile patpal
of the libertine and every form I1

pollution and degradation
but this bringsbrin a me baekback again

an idea that fI1 was about to dra
your attention to in regard to t
idea that men embrace the prin
pie of plural marriage in order
minister to their baser passions
have spent between nivefive and i

years exclusively prpreachinghl t
dospelgospel inili the natnationsI1 nudagI1 lihs
beeneen acquainted in that capacicaraciwith hundreds of elders I1 blh
labored and travelled with thentheu
the nations otof the eartearhnudthaud I1 kknafli
as wellweliwellisas I1 know that I1 stand ba
and that you are llolisteningening to I1

toneslones of my volee that they are
a rule as pure as the angelsangela in
gard to he matter to which I1 n

a ahw sd fatrat tvanfe


