" Ghost, if I shall be so fortunate as
toenjoy a goodly portion of that in- |
- fluence,

~the spirit shall give utterance.

. servants of God in all
‘a portion of His power to direet|

plain to their " understanding the

" the trath, Thiscon
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REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.
The Church Governed by Law-—Growing
Disregard for Law—Antl-polygamy Law
Uneonstitutional — Misre tations by
Malignant Govern-
ment by Common Consent—Nature and
Intent of Plarel Marriage—No Surrender
of our Principles.
-—I—Iri I
I have unexpectedly, to myself,
been calle.d upon to address this |
congregation. While I shall en-
deavor todo 8ol desire that you shall
give me your sympathy and faith, |
that [ may be able to speak in clear-
ness whatsoever may be put into my
mind by the inspiration of the Holy

b gl g f s
on my m u whie -
and am thurafn;wun dependent u
the inspiration “of the moment as|

It

been the privilege of the |
ages to emjoy

them in their ministry and to make

things that they should speak about
when it became their duty to
very

gregation
Jargely composed of people who pro-
fess the same mljglm%wmnﬁl as

. those which I have myself embrac-

ed, adhered to and advocate, There
are others, however, in the

tion who are unacquainted with

e dootrines of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
and who perhaps are more or less
anxious to obtain some understand-
ing of the nature and character of the
work that is re nted among and
by this people. Earntofum they have

been dependent upon popular repor

which has been, in almost every int:
8 erroneous upon this subject,
for we have been tly misrepre-
sented in all the world. There is
one lar point that I wish to
o oo g § i

e work, an oing so

I wish to peint out a popular agrrn;'
that exists in the understanding of
many people in reference to us.

I will refer the'congregation to what
we esteem as the law and the testi-
mony. We have a book here which
is called the Book of Doetrine and

Covenants of the Church of Jesus

{ Christ of Latter-day BSaints, con-

taining the revelations of Jesus
Christ through the Prophet J Uﬁﬂfrh
Smith, who was raised up specially

| by the Almighty, according to our

faith, to the Church of
Jesus Christ accerding to the will of
heaven, by revelatien and com-
mandment from the Most High.
In order to show you that that
which I have spoken is aceording to
the law of our Church, I will read a
small portion of instructions that
emanated from him whom we es-
teem a great Prophet. Tslking
of the government of the Chureh
and the people in July, 1830, these
instructions came through that
medium: ‘“And all things shall be
done by common consent in the
Church by much prayer and faith,for
all things you shallreceive by faith.”
That is a law of this Church that the
affairs of the Church rhall be done
by common consent of the body-re-
ligl and therefore there is no
despotism here; there is no one-man
power in the sense in which it is ac-
cepted regarding us in the world,
because when measures that are
deemed for the advancement o! this
work are, brought up, they have to
be received by the people, and thei:
consent obtained, in order to make
them In accordance wilth the law
which God has revealed for the gov-
ernment of the organization that He
has established in this day. And
there exists among this ple a
reverence for law, a regard for that
which is lJegal and proper, that I
have not seen exist to the same ex-
tent in auy other community with
which I have mingled.
There is at the present time a dis-
ition among the peopleof the world
hatis quiteremarkable,Imighteven
say that it is phenomenal in itschar-
acter. There is a question now exist-
ing in the world that is not confined
to one nation alone, nor one section
of the globe; but there is an influ-
ence at work that appears to be fast
becoming a qg:estion pertaining to
this whole world,—I refer to the
spirit, and influence and disposition
t is growing everywhere to throw
off every species of restraint. Be-
cause of the increase and develo
ment of this power and influence in
the hearts of the masses of the peo
e, some of the governments of
urope are being shaken from cen-

There is a prevalling opinion, based | tre to circumference, and we not

on false re
fhe Church
he idan:lhﬂod witlh, th;:d ﬂf:? exists
among the people ca ter.day
Saints a species of serfdom or bon-

tations regarding

at I have the honor to |

only hear—in consequence of this
feeling that is growing in the minds
of the people—we not only hear of

| threats to cast down thrones and to

destroy the heads of governments

dage, or that one or more men rule | that are existing, but that these

people with a high hand—a
“ ielv: ofthd?pntlum. I Iwhh to
ere that my ex
ence in this Churohpla':rmll;:lf of the
time that I have spent in this life,
informs my Fgmmt that
such is not e case, that
the Latter-day Saints are a free peo-
ple, and the system which they have
adopted—which Jthey understand
to be of divine origin—is ealculated
in its character to make them free.
The reasoa why it makes them free
is because that the greatest bondage
that can exist among the human
family is the result of doing that
which is wrong, which is contrary
to the Jaws of God and to the laws
of righteousness that should exist
between man and man. I do not
wish to say that this Church or this
ple as a whole are entirely free
rom evil. It would be very wrong
to assert this, to doso would be step-
ping beyond the bounds of truth and
coneistency, for we are in a state of
imperfection, and where im
tion exists there necessarily follow
d tures from the strict line of
righteousness. But there isone fea-
ture connected with this Church
that is glorious, and it is this: that so
far as the laws of this Church are
concerned there are none who are
uamﬁ from them, they are appli-
cable to all, from those who hulg the
highest position in this Church to
the humblest member therein; all
must subscribe to them. There is,
however, an organization, an order
in this Church that we recognize
and that we sustain, This feature

over the

extends to this beautiful princip]aI
_in the Church—which is the highest
formn of what t be termed the

democratic prineciple—that all the
main measures - pertaining to this
work, in order to be valid in the
sight of heaven, and te ba in accord-
ance with the strict law of this
Chufch, must have the consent of
tho people before it becomes bind-
ing upon the people, from whatao-
gver souroce if emanate. g ope
Aer tor show you that thie {8 tha mes

thing are actually taking place, and
the heads of nations are fremt)]ing
for fear because of this existing dis-
to break in pieces the powers

at be. I may draw the attention
of this congregation to the fact that
the revelations that were brought
forward by Joseph Smith the pro-
phet Elntad to this very movement
and stated, in definite terms, that
such a condition would exist
am the nations, and that it
would bring about the destruetion of
those governments in which it was
suffered to exist and to spread. But
In place of the Latter-day Saints
having a disposition ef this kind, it
Is the genius of this work, it is the
spirit of this Church, to conform to

E'Oper organization, to recognize
laws that are according to human
r‘i'fh to ize that which

1l efit mankind., It is
true that most of the govern-
ments of Europe are not based on
correct The rulers do not

the rights of the people
whom they govern; hut at the same
time the condition that wounld be
ht about by these things that
I have referred to, this undermining
governments, etc.,, would bring
about a ten-fold worse condition of
things than the despotism even that
exists in the old countries, berauseit
would bring about anarchy and con-
fusion; it would bring about a con-
dition of things wherein the sirong
would oppress the weak even to a
greater extent than they do at pre-
sent, and surely there is no need for
that.

Then, it might be asked, if vou
Latter-day Baints have so great a re-
gard for law, for existing regulations
to rule and govern society, why is it
that you make exceptions to this

rule? Why is it that there is, at
least, one law that you are not wil-
ling to conform to?—referring to the

law that was passed in 1862
for the suppression of our system of

, . The reason is this—that
we regard the Constitution of our

ponntry a4 ssored, and the will of

our Heavenly Father as supreme.
That sacred instrument—the Consti-
tution of this land-—eays that a man
and woman in the practice of their
religion shall not be interfered with,
that Congress shall have no power
to make such interfercnce as that
propoced by the law to which I have |
made allusion. But it might be said
in regard to this that it is a !. »
nevertheless because it has passe |
the Congress of the United States

and been sustained by the Bupreme
Court of the Uunited Btates. Never-
theless—I now speak for myself—I
lay it down as a proposition that any
law that infringes upon my religious
rights cannot be a constitutional
law if all the court< in the world
should decide that it is of that char-
acter. But it may be said—and it i= |
said frequently—that our system of |

-

marriage—the same system of mar. |thing, and wilfully,and knowingly

riage that obtained among the an-
cients who held direct communieca-
tion with the Almighty
part of religion. - But I state, so far
as I am individually concerned, that
I hope never to get into the position
when any man or class on the face
of this earth shall prescribe to me |
what shall or ghall not be my relig-
ion, for the moment that such a
condition is admitted, then farewell
to religious liberty. It becomes as a
sounding brass and a tinkling cym-
bal, having no basis in reality, But
it is sometimes sald that our system
of marriage is obnoxious to the rul-
ing sentiment of the country and
especially to those whose crafts are
in danger and who are profescors of
other re]igiinns. ThE;l' on the same

rinciple, if we were in the majority
Pwuuldlit be right for'is to use j{mﬂrr-
sive means to put down in the relig-
ions of others what might be obnox-
ious to our system? Itisa r rule
that will not work both ways. But
it seemns to me somewhat remark-
able that people who are living per- |
haps thousands of miles away from
this part of the country should have I
such powerful vispal organs that
fhey can gaze and rfee something

that need’s correcting among the|

people ecalled Latter-day BSaints,
when there is sufficient perhaps
within aggadius of half a mile of
their own dwelling places that
would require their attentjon in cor-
recting for the rest of their lives.
But whenever a man travels in this
country or any other we will find |a
large proportion of the people who
are liberal in regard to this com
munity and who think that they
should nof be interfered with in their
inetitutions, and instead of getting
up all this furore and excitement in
reference to what ia called the‘*Mop
mon Problem’ the sensible part of
the community particularly are will
ing that the “Mormons’ should be
left to the solution of that problem
themeselves, and we assert that, with
the help of God, we are able to ac-
complish that work and show event-
uallly, if not at present, a meodel
community that it would be

for others in the world to pattern

 after.

There are a great many ideas in
reference to this people, as I have
said, that are erroneous. I have
met, in traveling on the trains peo-
ple that were utterly surprised to
find that the Latter-day Saints look-
ed like other people. 1 presume
that they expected to see men walk-
ing about with slouch hats and belts
filled with weapons of destruction,
s0 erroneous and so slanderous have
been the reports concerning this
people that have gone abroad about
them. There is only a percentage
of the people that come here that
are willing, on account of the deep
seated prejudice that everywhere
exists concerning this ple, to
speak the truth mnm;:g them.

here are men who have come here
who belong to different denomina-
tions withoutnaming any of the re-
ligious bodies with which they wml
connected—who have been treated
with the utmost courtesyand respect; |
perhaps more respect than their
charactersentitied them to, They
have heen allowed to preach their
tenets, disseminate their dortrines
among the preople here, tobuild their
chnrches until you can see them on
every hand, notonly in this city,
but in other cities of this Territory.
For purposes of the deepest men-
dacity they bave gone abroad and
heen the ehief instroments in arous-
ing puldic sentiment against the
Latter-day Saints, They have risen i
in their religious conventions in the
Uunited States, and teld, to my posi-
tive and certain knowledge, as black
and infamous lies as ever fell from
the lips of human beings, and were
thus enabled to ply their vocation in
collecting money in order tosave the
down-trodden women of Utah, and
to heip =olve the ““Mormon prob-

lem,” 1 #sy that sich men armun.

—is not a|the earth. I would feel the same if

| men who form this chureh to minis-

worthy of the title of manhood.
They obliterate within their narrow
souls every principle that is worthy
orentitled to respect. I have no re.
spect for them whatever. Although
} do not wigh them any harm at all

have no regard for them, because
they are too limited, too narrow, too
devoid of principle; i fact they can
get along with as emall an amount
of principle as any class of men that
[ ever knew of in my life. So far as
I am concerned, I have not reached
that condition of perfection which
our Bavior taught and practised. 1
am imperfect in that reepect—when |
He says you shalllove your enemies
[ say that I do not have any love for
characters of that kind, who will go|
in theface of facts with which they
are acquainted, as well as men can
possibly le scquainted with any-

misrepresent the characters of this
or any other people on the face of

:lt::eaa nni?]:ad;;imiunu and ecalumnies
at are hea upon this people
were heaped upon any other. There
is one Individual especially whom ]
knew when he was here,atleast pas-
singly, who esaid that in Prcve, a
quiet, peaceable settlement in the
south, cne of the most peaceable

laces on the top of this earth, per-

aps—at least it would be if they
were all Latter day Saints who are
there—this individual said that he
was under the necessity, in going to
preach in the morning or in the af.
ternoon, or whenever he had to
ascend the stand, of laying a pistol by
the side of the word of God—a false
hood as plain and direct ever as was
spoken; for I have lived in this Ter-
ritory fifteen years and have never
known the time when it was any
more necessary for one of those hire.
lings who preach for money and
divine for wages and not for the
good of the souls of men, to go on to
the stand armed and equipped for
defence any more than it is for me
to do the same thing at this mo-
ment, in this building.

But my brethren sisters and
friends, that is the way false reports
are starled regarding this people,
And what Is the reason? One rea-

|son is, I presume, because of our

success.

[ told you that the measures
adopted by this Church are done by
common consent, and any person
who has attended one of our Genera/

Conferences when this huge build-
ing is filled in every part with the
Latter-day Saints fromm the various
places that we have located in this
Hocky Mountain Region, when we
rome togeiher to worship God accord-
ing to the dictates of our own con-
science and according to that which
we have accepted as true., When
we come together for that purpose
our missionaries are called. They
are_not reared in eolleges for the
pur We claim to have in our
midst the same priethood and au
thority that existed in the ancient |

Church.and the same power charac-
terizes .the administrations of that
priesthood. Men are called from the
plow, they are called from the car-
penter's bench, from the shoe
maker’s bench, from the office of
the accountant, from the merchant’s
atore and from any of the other vo
cations of life by the authorities of
he Church,and when the selections
are made their names are called out
in this conference that the voice of
the people may be given by whiech |
Eﬂ mm:-jsa trl;‘?l mlatﬂ;t:::: that are
us e. e peo re uest-
ed to manifest whet%ar t'fl:.:qnelm
tions meet with their wishes eor no,
a show of hands is called a foreat of
them goes up, and these men, if
they be filled with the faith of this
gospel, are ready to go to the ends |
of the earth at such a summons, and
perform their God-given duty in ful-
filment of the words of the Lord
and Savior when He said, referring
to it as one of the signs of the ]:st
days, ‘“And this gospel of the king-

dom ehall be preached in all the
world for a witness and then shal
the end come.”” T'hey Jay aside their
business interests and go forth with-
out remuneralion and perform this
labor. Their efforts are blessed, for
they are generally successful, and
they refurn after as many years as
may be assigned them to labor in
the nations of the earth in preaching
this gospel; they come back with
their sheaves with joy and rejoicing,
to reunite themselves again with
the main body of this Church.
There is a statement in the serip-
fures something like the following:
“To the pure all things are pure
Now there are many who attribute
the existence of our marital institu-
tions to & des're on the poart of the

ter to the lower instincts and pas-
sions of thelr natupes. T do pot sy

that in every instance the church ia
free from this kind ef crime, (or
crime I consider it is; but I say that
when such is the case, when a man
enters nto this Lolybond, whether
it be in single marriage, or whether
it be in taking more wives than one,
merely for the gratification of his
aseions he infr nges upon a law of
od, of nature and of this church,
1;:::]_:1 II; J?Eerch dacit’im that its mem-
8 pure in every respect:
therefore those who are gu?ammt}?
impure instincts, feelings and =enti-
ments are departing from the genius,
the spirit, and the true practice of
this church, whoever they may be,
But this is not the purpose. There
are purposes in the min of Jehovah
in regard to this prineiple, at Je st
we accept them as such. God has
decreed that in this day He wil
build up His kingdom, and we are
seeking to build it up, and as it is
eaid in the Book of Mormon that
was brought forth by the power of
(God through the instrumentality of
J nneEh Bmith, that if the Loy
should desire to raise up childrentq
himeself that He shall command His
children, otherwise they shall not
practice the {;)‘rinciple of plural mar-
ringe, Our Elders go abroad into
the nations; they sound the trumpet
of the gospel both long and Joud,
But although they meet with some
success, the numbers that hear their
testimony and embrace it are com.
paratisely few, compared with the
great masses, that d sregard their
message. This kingdom must hgve
people, and if the people of the world
will not enme and join with us and
build up the kingdom of God,we will
build it from 'he internal strength
within itself. I.et a person who does
not believe in this go through this
territory from morth to south and
from east to we st, and see the flocks
of beautiful chil''ren that are grow-
ing up in the midst of this people,
that will aid in bearing off this
kingdom.

There is a great cry in reference
to the stoppage of the influx of popu-
lation to Utah. Attempts have been
made to stop the flow o
emigration of Latter-day Saints
on the most fiimsy pretexts
I have no f however, that any.
thing of that kind will ever amount
to much. because no measure of
that kind can, in this country, ob-
tain without over-riding and tramp.

ling under foot every principle of the
constitution of our country. Bat it

appears to me that there is a source
of power that is growing up in this
community that is comparatively
lost sight of. That is the youth thai
Are growing up. Many state tha
the youth of this community sn
becoming demoralized., There an
some who are demoralized, and wh
have departed from the faith ths
their fathers suflered to establid
and sustain, Some of the latte
have suffered death and others haw
suffered almost death time and ting
again, be ause of the persecutia
and opposition with which the
have had to contend in almost ever
form. But those who suppose thg
the bulk of the youth of this com
munity will not sustain this wor
are mistaken. The bulk of then
will, and a great many of then
are, and I will say to-day, in behal
of our young men, thai, accordins
to my experience, having been re
cently on a mission abroad, general
ly the most successful amoag th
Elders of this Chureh, snd th
most fearless in the enunciation ¢
the principles and doctrines of thi
gmpel, the most laborious and inds
tigable labors in the cause of trutl
have been the boys wlio have bee
born and reared in tne Territory
Utah and in the city in which w
now are. I have great hopes of ol
young {Boiple, and I am pleased |
note within the last few years th
great solicitude, the anxiety thi
has been manifested in regard |
their welfare, that they should }
brought up in the nurture and a
monition eof the God of Jacob, !
<hun the drunkard’s path, the pal
of the libertine, and every form
poliution and degradation,

But this brings me back again
an idea that Fwaa about to drs
your attention to, in regard to tl
idea that men embrace the pri
ple of plural marriage in order
minister to their baser passions,
have spent between five and
years exclusively preaching
gt;pel in the nations, and I h

n acquainted, in that capaci
with hundreds of Elders. [ h¢
labored and travelled with them
the nations of the earth,and I kné#
as well .as [ know that [ stand he
and that you are listening to ]
tones of my voice, that they are,
a rule, as pure as the angels in
gard to the matter to which I »

H}‘?ﬂ?} They #o abrosd for ﬂ'ﬂﬂ,f




