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prposedsed a transfer of the control of the
indiansindiana to the war department

the following table shows the
amount by which the estimates of the
indian bureau have been reduced by
congress from and including

1880 1881 15 P
1882 1888 1884 275

1885 1886 1887
1888 1889 no reduc-

tion
uc

1890 1891
washington jan 5 general

schofieldBoh ofield saidmid it had been
by a person whom I1 cannot mention
that it would be well molook into the
matter of the fight at wounded knee
creek the other day inasmuch as the
reports stated that several indian wo-
men and children were killed ac-
cordingly general miles at a sugges-
tion from here relieved colonel for-
sythe of his command pending an in-
vestigationvestigation of the circumstances of that
fight which investigation is probably
now being conducted by general filep
the general management of the fight is
also to be looked into but the particu-
lar point in question is the death of the
women and children

considerable criticism against col
For suspension is heard in the
war department it beems to be di-
rected against the policy of relieving an
officer during the progress of a cam-
paign instead of wai g until after the
trouble is settled As to the charge that
cul forsythe allowed his men tota killhill
women and children it is stated that
it would be impossible in the hurryburry a d
confusion of the unexpected fight and
subsequent stampede and pursuit to de-
tect the sex of the sioux one officer
remarked it tois preposterous to say it
is necessary in an indian fckirmishmish to
stop firing long enough to find just
what sort of an indian you areara shoot-
ing at the wo men look very
much mikealike in their blanket costume
and the former are quite as fierce fight-
ers as the men the siouxbioux squaw is
as bad an enemy as the buck at times
little boys too can shoot quite as well
alkaltheiraa their fathers and what a spectacle it
would be for a soldier on seeing a 10
yewyer old novtjolet ngdg a laded1 abed gun at him
with as true an aim as the best marks-
man in thearty to stop his advance
and cry out my son you must drop
that gun furfor you are a niirui norand I1 am
not allowed to hhurtu rt you 1 1

another officer said at rate
the sioux rorottttit lee will grow to be just
as bad as the events of the first three
years of the iI1 war when every officer
with an independent command had not
only0 sly an enemy in front of him but a
court martial behind him

still another officer sail it was a
graveve error to order the relief of colCforsythebaythe at this stage of thehe proceed
ingi and thus hold uplip a warning fin-
ger to every colonel in the little army
around pine ridge to tell them that the
death of each sioux must be explained

washington january 7 the ffo-
llowing correspondence made
today explains fully the positionlofof the
administration on the indian n

washington oct 31 1890

secretary of war sir I1 forward for
your information a letter addressed to me
by the secretary of the interior under
date of october accompanied by
letters from the commiscommissioner of indian
affairs and of certain indian agents all
relating to the apprehended trouble with

the sioux indiansindiana this delusion as to
the coming indian messiah and he return
of dead indian warriors for a crusade
against the whites seems mohave taken a
strong holdbold not only upon the sioux but
upon some of the other tribes even asaa
widely separated as indian territoryterritory
you will at once cause a personalpersona investi-
gation to be made breitherby either a division or
the department commander into the
actual condition of things among the
sioux and direct him to make an erlyairty
report of his observations and any recom-
mendationmendation he may have to submit in
the meantime you will see that all neces-
sary precautions are taken to have the
troops in that vicinity prepared to co-
operate in the execution of any orders
that may be adopted

very respectfully
BENJAMIN HARRISONHABBISON

washington nov 18 1890

secretary of war
sirisir I1 transmit herewith communica-

tions dated november ath and
from thethe secretary of the interior ac-
companiedcompa nied by copies of letters from the
commissioner of indian affairs and
from the agents of the indian bureau at
pine ridge and cheyenne river agencies
all relating to the disturbed condition of
the indians at these stations and relating
incidents in which the authority and
power of the agents and the indian police
have been violently defied and set at
naught the situation seems to me to be
serserious the authority and discipline
of theabe agents must be maintained and
adeadequatequat and early steps taken to pre-
vent any outbreak that may put in peril1
the lives and homes of the settlers orofalnad-
jacent states you will therefore assume
direction and responsibility lor such stopssteps
as may be necessary to these ends you
will see that troops services will
be iniii requisition in case of an outbreak
are in readiness to take and remain inthein the
field that any movement is supported by
a body off troops sufficiently large to be
impressive and in case of resistance be
quickly anhand thoroughly efficient

I1 have directed the secretary of the
interior to advise his agents to use their
influence to separate the well disposed
from the ill disposed indians and while
using their bestbeat endeavors to preserve
discipline to avoid an outbreak until the
war department has made the necessary
preparation

signed BENBENJAMINyAxiN HARRISON

WAsEwashingtonaNoToN dec 1 1890
commander of indian affairs

sir you will convey to the several
agents among the sioux the following
order which is hereby made during
the present indian troubles youyon are
instructed that while you shall con-
tinue all business and carry into effect
the educational and other puipurposesToses of
your agency youvou will as to all opera-
tions intended to suppress any out-
break by force operatecooperateco wiwithauk and
obey the orders of the emilifamilitaryry officers
commanding in the rereservationon in your
charge

signed JOHN W NOBLE
secretary

general schofield sent the following
telegram to miles under yesterdays
date

you are hereby authorized under
the existing orders of the president to
assign captain ewers fifth infantry
captain lee ninth infantainfantry0 captain
Earearnestearnist eighth infantry and captain
pierce first infantry to take charge
of the indians at the several sioux and
cheyenne agencies to exercise over them
such military supervision and control as
in your judgment is necessaryir without
interieriinter feri g unnecessarily with the ad-
ministration of the agents of the indian

bureau under regulations and instruc-
tions received by them from the interior
department

CHICAGO jan 8 dispatches from
pocatello idaho received here early
this morning say that the indiansindiana
are barniburning the town troops have
been askaasked for from boise city

BOISE CITY jaojan 8 advicesadvises from
pocatello state that the indiansin on
the fort hall reservation have been
lancingdancing and that two hundred in war
paint have taken to the mountains
with arms causing a great excitement

governor wiley basbag been asked to
order the militia to pocatelloVo catello and pro-
bably a company of united states
cavalry at the boise barracks will be
sent there the indiansindiana on the reser-
vation number 1200 or 1400 bannocksBan nocks
who caused a prolonged war twelve
years ago the people at pocatello have
almost no arms andnd the towns of black-
foot and eagle bockk are on the border
of the reserve the indians who took
to the mountains are working dieastwardstward
towards wyoming the belief Is ex-
pressed that if the indians at pocatello
go90 0onn the war path they will be
joined by the tribes on the lembi
reservation who number em-
bracing able bodied bucks

washington jan 8 general
schofield this morning received the fol-
lowing telegram from general miles
dated pine ridgebidge agency january
fab seventy indians came in from
the hostile camp today the reports
from them are that redbed cloud little
wound two strike big roadboad and
oth rs will come in tomorrow

new YORK jan 7 the heralds
pine ridgebidge special says a courier has
just come in from general brookes
headquarters on wounded knee creek
with a dispatch for general miles to
the effect that heavy firing is going on
in the direction of the hostile camp he
believes some portion of the troops
have engaged the rebellious sioux
his forces aream ready to moremove just as
soon as it can be definitely learned
where and what the lightfight is scouts
have been sent out from here to get at
the truth and ill ifexcitement

gereralgeeoral miles akoaho receive 1 an offi-
cial report that lieutenant edward
casey company H twenty second
infantry hadbad been killed by hostileshostiles
the unfortunate young officer hadbad
gone too near the hostile camp when
hebe was fired on through
the headbead hishie body has been recov-
ered

lieutenant casey was born in cali-
fornia but appointed to the military
academy at west point from louisi-
ana in 1869 on graduating in 1873
he was appointed as second lieuten-
ant in the twenty second infantry
and promoted to the first11 rat lieutenancy
in 1880 ilehe served with his regiment
in the departments of texas dakota
and missouri up to 1883 when he was
made senior assistant instructor of in-
fantry and artillery tactics at west
point serving there a year he was
adjutant of his regiment from 1884 to
1887 he was regarded as one of the
brightest young officers in the service

ST LOUIS mo jan 12 A post
dispatch special from the pine ridgebidge
agency reads general miles deter-
mined this morning not to parley nor
confer again with the indians and
this morninging he sent a messenger to
the hostile camp at the mission stat


