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Written for this Paper:

TWO ASPECTS OF SOCIETY.

—_—

Every mAD may bave’ bis owWn
standpolnt from which to view the lite
that is, tbatiaif Le wanir the view or
cares for the standpoict. The mejority
are in the swirl and care fittle about
knowing or underatanding. They are
boroe obward, out_ward or upward,
with very little coDsideration as to the
why or where; tbey capnoot etem

w
Il.]l?e :-gurrenl. tell its velooity or gauge
fts depth. Jocund as & bubble, irri-

descent as ils aurface, they float & mo-
ment—berutiful percbance, theD break
and are eogulted forever. On the
and open sea of Hle, subjects of

reat
jgm sunsbins apd amorous with 1t
aplcy odots, they kopow DO tempest,

they fear no atorm. A paseing cloud,
a gentle breeze, but lulle them into idle
pbantasm aDd repose ak iuxurious Be
tbat of the Sybaritei—one +endlese,
placid Jream of blise. Thrse *“toll not,
neither do they spin.?” They are the
spbemers of summer, the gzlowing in-
f the tropiee, the firefilee of ap

ta U
:.:'cenlng’d warmtb; of an litlle value
perhsps in tbe econdmy of God as
thoge in the economy of pature.

Anpd yet they surely bave thelr uses;
Lbey must have value Bomebhow, some-
whare, i LbE pbllosopber only may

d it put. Bomebow also many of
I‘.]hl::aae are ‘tolad in purple and fine
iinen, and {are sumptuously every

day;?’ yet they baveneilber earned nor
created; they bave, and uee, and en-
joy, and Bssumée; calling themselves
ssgpciety,’”’ thry close tbelr perfume-
laden bomes 8&ve to membeta of ‘“*their
»» while tne preas, momug-masked,

tbe briljlant time, tbe ele-
of dress, tbe witcbhery of form,
the Inanities of converss, the dalnti-
neas of the menu, and the reslized
peauty of the “dgolor scbeme’’ 80 ox-
haustively and elaborately oarried out!
There is adulativh=-10 the giver «f the
feest; there i8 worship—to Mammon
and success; there 18 a triune recogni-
tiop. t+ **thie luat of the ﬂesh,vme lust
of the eye, and tho pride of life;» the
demons of rivalry, oOstentstion snd
envy copslitute the taree-beadsd
Cerberus which guarde the portals of
mapv & dainty-——a so-calied fasbionsble
and stately home.

No doubit there is s mesnlng in uli
thle. in every little coterle, spinning,
uyr:mng, or swespiDg 10 grander
s plrals; colliding, crasbing, reforming,
blendlng, then indlvmunllzlng again
as the craze for this, or that or the
other takes on ite flluslonary preemi-
nence, and then glves way tothe boly
low moockery of its euccesssol. Liitera-
ture ijs made the vassal of society;
amusement lg it bandmaid, while 1tw
sedate dudes sod unsopbisticated but-
terflies are williog o ba tbe ‘‘nhoobies’’
at bigh fives, low fives or any otber
“'fives” atthe bebest of Overon, Titan,
Puck, Bottom oOf otber masgueraders
inoar modern Mephistopbelean “‘mid-
summer soclety’s dresm,” Kven the
sacred mngels of Helizion and Charity
have to be garbed in the flaunting
colprs of bypotbecated “soclety;’?
those barmonious 8let2ra who are the
vestal virgins of the loftiest heavens,
bave to pe iasshionably arrayed ere
they use the conjarer’s wand; and
‘tbejr smile of sisterbood apd peace
must take oo the leer of sensuopus
beauty snd worldly baagteur ere the

set,
telle of
gunoies

ducsata can be gatbered for the worthy
poor.

“Hooiety’’ arrogates to itself nll the
viriues, it claime all iotelligence,
wealth, power, love of beauty, and ite
dictum as tq *“whbat i8 good form?’’ s as
remorseless am a Persian  ediet.
It boaete of ita ©400,”” its 100 or
10, as though they were moulded of su-
perior element and sbould be lelelled
a8 “*Royai Worcester’? or from “*Li.
moges,’?
Parian marble, and even Deily I8 ag-
sumed to rejoice al having made ol
rarer material the aristocracy ot wealth
or birtb,

After all, that which iz deemed of
itself to be the corruscating brilliancy
of the diamosnd is but the tinted opal
with ite significant lustsr, opaque andg
cloudeit, chungeable and subject even
to the logs of the little fire it has. Thie
migbt be different; for the ure of pow-
erA and appliancas, tbe misdirected
love of beauty and display, the laviah
use of means Lo foster self, to win adu-
latlon, and to maeke culiure and iotel-
ligence the synonyms for exclusiveness
and practical contempt of lower (2)
bumankiod is the dampiong sin and
crime of this our surface sge! :

It may be that *‘society’? 18 su DoDey-
combed with fraud, eo rottem with
pride and superciliousness, so salf-
infiated and intolerant of correction, so
offensive to Delty, and so much vt a
stumblingblock in Lhe way of peace,
tbat its removal by inevitable vivlence
is already foreshadowed, Time alune
can teil; but ‘*wben ye see Lhe fig
tree already putling forth its Jeaves,
tben know ye Lhat rummer is nigh.”’
It is arked if redemption i»s not poseihle
tor this frivolons, this superficlal seg-
ment which leade obtrusively from the
gilded centers of our nation’s life to
tbe wpper crust of our local loa1? Cap
a lortier ideal of life and duty be traps-
ferred into mentaiity so poverly-
stricken, into =social J)ifs eo vatn and
sensuour; into religious life so pbari-
sajcal and anti-Christian; iote charie
tabje life so ostentatious in ite forme of
giving; into political 1ifs ss clamorous
for the ides that *“to the viclor beionge
the spotls?’? Goed aulbority onee
asperted, Nol! It declared that **new
wine could not be put into old bottles,
nor new oloth onto an old garmeni!?”
This involves a work of strapge mag-
nitude, and the upertiog selegtion of
unsupbisticated material. There must
needs be s new foubDdatiion for a
graoder superstructure, and workmen
who will not dare to upe ‘‘untfempered
mortar” in the raising of thoee endur-
iog wallel Wisdom is needed more
than man’e; supervision beyond the
kep of buman iotellect; motive
purer, lofiler than that of the world;
unity more ocomplete than that
of old apd effervescent ‘‘society;*’
and pettinacity whicbhb with all wili
not only band down this Inwnpirational
idea from sire to son, from faith to
{aith, from Prlesthood to Priestbnod,
but ‘‘from geperation to generation!”’

“The stons refected of the builders je
surely colpg to be the head of the
corner,” for **‘tbhe mouth of the Liord
hatb spoken it;?’ alraady “1he wiedom
of the wise perlehsth, already the
underetanding of the prudent ls bhid.??
“Mep’e bearls sre failing becauge of
the things which are comiog on the
earth;’’ confidence is an unknown
quasntity io tbe world, and all the

They are more flawless than

divine bonds of “soclely? are belng
loosened for ‘‘tbe great apa Lerrible
day of tbe Lord,”” the “day of con-
troveray?’ predicted of Isafab (see 34th
chapter) by Jeremiah (26th chepter)
by Hosea {4tb and 12th chapters) and
by Micab (6th chapter) which lncludes
Judab, Zipo, His people, the wicked,
and *g]] patiops,’” eo tbal none may
clafm excuse or seck the reversion of
an arsured decree,

Thbere Ie potbiog seneationai in thia,
It i simply the copsummation of the
inevitable, when men forget God=—
when tbhey jgnore Him, and *‘pervert
the right ways of the Lord,”” and each
‘4papgkelb but bis owp.” Prvmioent
among all people, trepidation sbould
be upknown ip Israel, save smong
those wbho from the combinations of
sigogiety ” have become ipnveigled or
ied captive by tbis superficial, tbie il-
lusive and delusive epirit, which works
mainly “in tbe hearts of the children
of disohedience.’”” The bumble worker,
tbe unknown of Isrsel, when they
‘‘see tLepe thinges come Lo pags, may
Hft up tbeir beads and rejotce’’—il is
the divine intimstion tbat ““tbe day of
their redemption draweth nigh.” The
good seed of the Kingdom sown three
scote years ago, and tbat which (romy
tben o' now bas been peretetently
scattered by *all waters,”’ is maturlng
slowly but sareiy, for a prolific, a glor-
jour harveat, New conoceptions of
Fatberuood, Cbristbood, Manbood,
Brotherhood, are developing with &
rapidity unrecognized of ‘‘aociety,*
and but faintiy boped for by many of
tbe bouse 0f Ierael. Bee, however,
how their bistory teems wilth tbe
sublime evidences of self-abnegalion
and sactifice for a threatened world!l’
Counttbe tens of thousands who bave
gone at the bidding of duty onder Lhe
inapiration of feith, and that ‘*dread
spirit wbich has been from everla:st-

Ing,” o lead them to tbosze
who like Blmeon were ‘“*walt-
ing for the salvation of Goul”?
Tben estimate the ygathering of the

poor; the oreatioa of a Dation; the
founding of its inatitutions, sacred,
secular and industrisl; note the ¢*bigh-
ways ip the desert,”’ the building of
homes, the practical interest in each
atber, the iocreare iD population and
bomogeneity of its elements, the new
aspects of an originai *soclety,” filled
with one bope, working for obDe end,
looking for one destiny—ana tben say
it thie is not phenomeoai, suggestive,.
inepiring, propbetic? Is not tbe end as
significant as the meane? 1o not “wis-
dom justified 1o ber cblidren?? Or fe
tbere n sentiment of selt-glorificaiton
eveo in the beart of the wnoet sugovss-
ful, eave that enunciated by ¢ne of vid,
¢ It in the Lord’a doing, and it is mar-
vellous in cur eyes!”> Has nut tbe
bheneficent spirit of this work been one
of “‘pure and Dadeflled religion???
Have pot &il its cbarities been saturat--
ed witn the spirii of the Matte1? Hae
not the intent of ite workers ef both
eexes in every degree beep Lo lift, to re-
fine, to improve,to enlarge and to make
tbe sublime tbeoriee of the Gospel
of tbe Map of Nazareth an all
potent factor in tbe esiablisbing of a
better civilization—tbe founding of the
propbetic Zion or the Kingdow ot God,
(0 make that dream ot all the Propbets
R subetantis) reality on tbe earth?

Is there not already an approxima.
tion Irrsoclal Jite to & teuder soliciiude



