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F’( mont ended. Just a dav or two

more, and the merry tinkle of his
slelghbelle will be audlble, and once
aruin the whole woarld will unite in joy-
ous celebration. It has been more
cult than usual to stem the torrent of
ctancy, for, belng a year of pros-
perlty, we are hoping the
gods provide” are to be surpassingly
' Aunt Hetty Is with us for
the holldays, and, though she prates of
her philosophy, she finds It as difficult
« wo to possess her soul In patience
pear olil Patience, the much abused
nde dame, meekly bears the burdens
ped upon her by  winsome, imperi«
oue Dorothy,»who s fretting and fum-
ing because Christmas day doesn't ar-
rlve simultaneously with a mysterlous
oking parcel bearing a Tiffany hall-
rk. Were patience a tangible being
tho land would be peopled by Dorothys
who'd Aiing her forthwith into Nlagara's
whirlpool—at least at Christmas time
Pach year we are glven opportunity
to renew our falth in the belief that an-
ticipation 18 greater than realization,
tor seldom are our desires fulfilled, To
while away the hours Aunt Hetty has
invented a prophetle device which tells
whether it will be “what you do ex-
pect,’ “what you den't expect” or
vwhat 12 sure to come true” and we've
neld high carnival each night while
testing the homemade wheel of fortune
Fven with this ingenlous amusement
time hung heavily until we took up the
gubject of the “plain man.” "“Can wo-
men love plain men”" wus the question
put by one of ug a few nights ago at
our after dinner seance. Dorothy was
noncommittal. Her puckered brow in-
dicated deep thought, A man would
have at once realized the momentous
importance of our sllence, for my broth-
er-in<daw 18 ugly, and a woman guess-
ed shrewdly that love depended not on
the relative gize of hig nose or sparsity
of hair, but entirely upon the desira-
bility of the expected Christmas gift.
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The lady was cogitating how best to

Journey la al-)evade answering outright when a mere

girl up spoke and relleved the situa-
tion

“There I& no just eause or Impediment
Why a woman ghould not love a plain
man since the average sensible woman
~such as, without vanity, | take mysesf
to be--loves & man for his qualities of
mind and heart, not for the beauty of
hig nose or the size of his mouth. As o
rule, 1 think girlg fAlrt with the hand
fome men and marry the
Dorothy laughed with glee
coquettishly, while he
ling, smiled approvingly

In dead earnest, thia s not
to be lightly discussed. There (s peal
merit In sounding the depths, though
none I8 8o foollsh as to s assert a
knowledge of woman's whys and whe s
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fores. There are soveral reasons im
pelling love for man In womankind,
and It can ecarcely be assertod that

the matter of his personal appearance
comes flirst. Perhaps oy
foremost, as the Most necessary quality
strength, Tt may be physical, associat-
ed with broad shoulders and a well knit
frame, or it may be mental, for women
have countless times worshiped puny

would place

il made specimens of humanity., But
strength of a kiad there must assured-
Iy be, excepl In those cases where wo-

men bestow a divine and maternal re
gard on the meén of thelr cholee, In
which Instance it is a godllke pliy that
has stirred them to the depths of that
heautiful mother nature with which
the Creator has endowed them

“Is a man ever plain to the woman
who adores him?"

No: rather {3 it that his very ugliness
I8 n beauty in her fond eyes. The cause
i# not difficult to discover, A woman
only too frequently, as has been re-
marked by the sage, loves not the man
himself, but her {dea of him, and it |
when ghe cedses to be swayed by that
idea that she sees the man as he is,
with the result of a rapid descent, Por-
haps, too, it {8 that & woman i8 in love
with belng loved, In which event who

shall
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say that a very

may not win her affections®
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IN WOMAN'S ARENA.

When Queen Vietoria is robed for a
Btate occggion, such as & drawing room
Or ¢tate concert, it js no uncommon
thing for her to dlaplay $160,000 worth
Of Jewelry, At other times her majesty
Bearcely wears any.

In every rank of life in Norway youug
men and matdens exchange rings on be-
foming enguged. These rings are worn

by the men ag well a8 the women for

rutyr of u,:lu’.w—J
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the rest of thelr lives, and, consequent- the lust feast, & couple of

ly, one always knows at once whether

a man ig either married or engaged di- | asrved till she 18 old enough to care for

rectly one seées his hand. ‘
The feast of dolis Is the great holiday
in the year for little
It is held on the third day of the third
month (March), and the dolls of the

v

lsmer the downger empress of Russia. | the Institutions are lyceums and 25 are | present helr 10 the throne,

long 8 ghe oould One evening he
came home in a particularly captious
humeor His wils as dressed In hey
most becoming gown and falrly bubbled
aver with wit. They went in to

The soup tureen was bhrought in. Tied
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