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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

ELDER SIEVENSON’S DEATH.

Tbe J: mise of Elder Edward Bleven-
aon on Tuesday ni_bi, Januery 27ih,
removes from tble stege of exlelenoe
one of the ploneer settlers of Utah, one
who, previous to hls entry lnto thie

valley in 1847, already bad disulsyeu
hie firm sdhetence to the right,and
who, 58 a youhlig mar, bad progressed
well along on the way 1o n cereer that
brcught to bim the ocnfidence and
ester o of 'bls Jellowmen and the bless-
ioge of the Lord, tor whose cau:e in
the earlb he was 8 most devoted and
zealoue ndvocate, By ble death there
ip created s vacapey in cne of the
quorums of the general suthortiies of
the Church, he having been a member
of the First Council of Beventies for
more than three years past,

Elder Bteventon bas apent much of
bies life In mlestonary labore, hoth at
home and ahroed. He bas traveled
extepstvely In this npetion snd Ino
foreign iandr, heeides the bome mis-
plousry duties he hae performed among
the pecple in these vulleye; and he
never shrank from bis duty as & eet-
vant of the Liord indeclaring the ezored
mespage of the rerlorsiicn of Lhe
Guepel in thie diepeteation, nor has
there been any wavering in hils
testimony of that glorlons fact. 1L
was Dle delight to aot ns s epeclal
meerenger of the Lord to declsre His
(Gospe) for the salvation of munkind.

In the course of his eXperience,
Elder B'evenson made blmeelf Ia-
milier with many of the scenes ol
early Chnrch bistory, and bae given
much ipformation to tho public in
relation tbhereto. He was also asso.
olsted with many of the early wem-
hers of the Church, and took s deep

interest in the npotable evenle with
wbich they wete® connDected.
Among Lti.oseo with whom he
dlsovesed evenla of vial lm.

portance in Church bistery o thie
dispepention were the witneeses of the
Book of Mormon, and bie record of
what those wiltnesser teetified to nim
waa glven wide poblicity, so that ail
might know thereot and verlly the ac.
curacy of his declaratiope, Regard-
fug the thres witnesses of the Book ot
Mormon, itlustration may be made In
their care Be to Elder Bilevensou's
recotd of tbem, by hrie! quotations
from bls extended mention thereci.
He naye of Oliver Cuwders:

I have oflen heard him benr =a
fnithful testimony to tbe restoration of
the Gospel by the viaitatlon of an angel,
In whose presence he stpod in company
with the Prophet Joseph Smith and
David Whitmer. He testified that bo
beheld the plaies,theleaves being turned
over hy the angel, whose voice he heard,
and that they were commanded as wii-
nesses to bear a faithfonl 1estimony to the
world of the vieion tbhat they were
favored to behold, and that the transla-
tlon from the plates of the Book of Mor-
mon was acceplod of the Lord, snd that
it wonld go forth to the worl&, and no
power on eartb should stop its progress,

He enid of David Whitmer in 1886,
afier recournting previous b etimonies
he bad lietened to frem bhim:

Davld Whitmer is now juost ppst81

years of age. In thia bie lnst testimony
be said to me: *‘‘As sure as thesun
shinesa and I live, just so sore did the
angel sﬁpaar to me and Josepb Smith,
and I heard his voice, and did see the
angel sianding before us, end on a table
were the plates, Lhe sword of Laban, and
the ball or compass.”

Coocerning Mertln Harrle, Xlder
Blevenson wrole:

In tho year 18680 I was appoinled
on a mission {o the United States.

Having  visited several, of Lhe
Easlern states, 1 called at Kirtland,
Ohlo, to Eee tbe first Temple
that was bmlt by our

Feople in ihis
generailion, while there met Mariin
Harrls, soon after coming out of the
Temple. He took from undor bis arm
n copy of the Book of Mormon, the firat
edition, I belteve, and bore n ful hiul
lestimony, just the samoe e that I beard
him bear ihiny-six years previous.
L] ®  August 19, 1870, In company
with Martin Harrin, I leit Xirtland for
Utah, snd on the 21at he was with me in
Chiocago, and at the American hotel
bore tenilmony to a large nnmber of poo-
ple of the visitation of the abgel, oto.

Elder Bievenson bas gone to meel
ble reward, that of an earnest, bumble,
dillgent worker o the oause o
humanity—tne Gospel of the Lord,
We regret to mies bhls preacrnce, to
realize that In murtelity there shall be
neard bo more his voice in Orm (esli-
mony; and we sympsthize deeply
with the {famlly who have jo¥eu,
honored and revered him as Lheir
heod, for the virtmes he poseersed
snd exemplified = bis Jl:e. Buit
we rejoice tbat In paeslog tbrough
the gate to the mpirit world
bhe is attended by tbe recerd o
a ngble, tighteous lije which will glve
t: bim tbe Master's welcome, **Well
done, gouvd and faitbful servant”
May the comiorting iLtfluence ot the
Holy Bpitit rest upon the bheres ved
onee; und may the testlmony and
exampie of Lbe depsIted one be an In-
spiration and enceuragement to them
to vmulate bis goud worke, and a biers-
ing lo those whn learn and love the
truth,

NO SUCH INFERENCE INTENDED.

The NEwSs receivel today the fol.
lywing communlcation dated st Balse,
Idabho, Ja: uary 28:

To the Editor:

Dear Sir:—Yon will ploase pardon me
when I suggest that the casnal reader
when reading your editorial of the 22nd
inst,, entitled **No Chureb intcrference
in Idabo,” might readily infer that 1 was
one of the persons referred to who bad
been endeavoring to ase Churob influ-
ence in Tdabo in the manner suggested,
my name heing tbe ubly ope mentioned.
Whether you so intendod, or Lhat you
even enlertalned such an idea, I am not
disposed to say. I trust, bowever, that
no sueb impression was intended, as 1
ain ready to bandsomoly reward anyone
who can say truthtully that I bave ever
attempted at any lime in my lile to use
Church 1nflusence either to enhanco or
dofen\ any polltical mensure.

TaOoMAS E. BAsSETT.

We do not discern whereln the
editorial rematks referred to ocan con-
vey the jdea mentioned, (ertainly no

sach thougbt was, entétlained here.
The NEwS had ne information am o
who had sought to use Counrch {nflu-
ence, or, indead, that there had been
any actual effort to use it. But sugh
effort was nlleged, aod oalled jor the
telegram whiob mentioned Biate Ben-
ator Basselt’s name as the person to
whom the dispatoh was addressed, In
thia case the fair presnmption would
bLe thal the telegram was sewt to the
renator hegsure he wae asbove puch
meltbods as ware condemaed,and there-
fore would have influeces ngainst
them,., The NEws has such confidenge
in Benator, Bassetl’s Integrity upon thie
point that it would nothave belie ved an
ex parte statement against bim If j¢ had
heen made, But there war no intima-
tion of that kind,-bence no thought of
it. And we are further of the optnion
that thesllegation of attempte | Chuarch
infloence was based upon rumors that
bad no fouodatlien in faect, bat were
circulated by designlng persons, of
whom there are always pleaty con-
pegted with political disputes,

G1YE Us THE TRUIH,

arr——

There iseometbing extremely pathet-
foc jn the eflorte of the religlous preass
of the country to ward oil the effecta

of the alvrm eounde ! by eome promi-
nent evangellate regarding the status
+f tbe professedly Cuorietian ohinrches
s! the preseot day. Assla.ed in thene
columns recently, Mr. Moody some
ine ago drew a udark ploture gf the
decay of inilh and general breaking up
of the moral torgee of our clvilization.
Angiher reverend gentleman joins
Mr. Moty and makes lue following
atatement:

It is bot too eadly obvions that nover
in the hialory of these nineleen penturies
has the world more encroached apon the
churob or the cburch beon more assimi-
lated in the world. Theamazing decline
in dootrinal roundness, the decay ot viial
plety and spiritnality, the godless ex-
travagsnce prevailing even ameng dis-
ciples, the nbounding conformity to tho
world, the praotical denial of Chriatian
stewardship, the mDeglect of private
Prayar,thg growing Indifference Lo pub-
io worship, the vastness of 1he nnogou-
picd field of miseions, and the utter in-
ndeqDacy of present means ahd methods
to overiake the destitution—tihese, and
many other evils and perils now con-
fronting us, demand such A new stand-
ard of boly living and glving, praying
and preaching, denying of self, and
sorving of QGod, ay can vover hegome
aciunl without a new Pentecost from
above.

As salready remsrked, the eflorte to
peutraiize the eflecia of euch open
oL fessions of tallure are almost lonch.
ing. '*Are we indeed so bad ae (hal???
asks the QCumberland Presbylerian,
“Ip jt trae tbat, baving emerged frowmn
the datk ager, we have been pinpged
fpto & darker age? Berfoualy, what
gaod onn come Irom euch gloomy
viewn, and, more serious etill, are thoy
correot?” The editor of ibat journal
tiopes they are not currect,and suggests
that whet the world needs le more con-
fdence in the Buprems Belng.

A Boston fouroal published in
the Interest of DNethodiem exclaims
in bhetror: $tdn the Christian
oburch wupoestate?” aod then goes
on to declare that Mr, Moody
iz wofully mistaken. Huw “fails o0 eee



