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THE DESERET Y

THE EDITORS COMMENTS

ELVERELDER deach

the dfd miss of elder edward steven
sonflou on tuesday ulvihtihi january
removes from this stage of existence
one of the pioneer settlers of utah one
who prprimiousivious to his entry into this
valley in 1847 already bad
hisbla firm adherence to the right and
who as a young mar bad Kld

well along on thebe way to a career that
brought to him the confidence and
esteemeater m of hishie telfellowman and the bless-
ings of the lord for whose cadee toin
the earth hebe was a mostmoat devoted and
zealous advocate by his death there
tola created a in one of the
quor tims of the general authorities of01

the church be having been a member
of the first council of seventies for
more than three yearsbeare pas

elderbidet Stevesteventonneon hasbaa spent much of
hishie lirelife in missionary laborelabor both ala
homebows and abroad he busbaa traveled
extensively lain this notionnation undand in
foreign besides the home mismie

duties be boobaa performedner formed among
the people in these valleyevalley and hihe
never abrana from hisbla duty as a

of the lord in declaring the snared
message of the restoration of the
gospel in thisbis dispensation nor hasbag

there been any wavering in hisbis
of thatbat gloriousglor lonalous fact it

was hishie delight to notact as a special
messengermeu enger of the ardali binl to declare hlohis
gospel lorfor the salvation of mankind

inID the courselouree of his experience
folderelder stevensonBi evenson made himselfbina self fa-
miliar with many of the scones 0of
early church history and bak given
much information to thebe public ioin
relation thereto he waswaa also asso-
ciated witti many of the early mem-
bers

mem-
ber of the church ankiand took a deep
interestingInte in the notable events with
which they were connected
among with whom hebe
discussed events of vital im-
portance in church history in thishie
dispensation were the witnesses of the
book of mormon and his record otof

what those witnesses testestified to him
was given wide publicity so that all
might know thereof and verify the ac-
curacy of hisbia regard-
ing the three witnesses of the book olof
mormon illustration may be made in
their case asae to elder Stevensons
record otof them by brief quotations
from his extendedextendedextenjed mention thereof
he says of oliver cawdery

I1 have often heard him bear a
faithfulfaitifful testimony to the restoration of
the gospel by the visitation of an angel
in whose presence he stood in company
with the prophet joseph smith and
david whitmer he testified that he
beheld the platesplatesthethe leavesleave being turned
over by the angel whose voice he heard
and that they were commanded as wit-
nesses to bear a faithful testimony to the
world of the vision that they were
favored tato behold and that the transla-
tion from the plates of the book of mor-
mon wwwas accepted of the lord and that
it would go forth to the world and no
power on earth should stopatop its progress

liehe said of david whitmer in 1886
after recounting previous
bedadhe had listened to frum him

david whitmer I1is now just past 81

years of age in this hishia last testimony
be said to me As sure as the sun

and I1 live just so sure did the
angel appear to me and josejosephh smith
and I1 heardbeard his voice and didT d see the
angel standing before us and on a table
were the plates the sword of laban and
the ball or compass

concerning martin harris killerelder
stevenson wrote

in the year 1869 1I was appointed
on a mitrion to the united states
having visited several of the
eastern states I1 called ataf kirtland
ohio to see the first templetem vethatthai was built by our peopleeople in ihnrgeneration while there 1 met martin
harris 1 soon after coming out of the
Ttempleempl he took from under his arm
a copy otof the book of mormon the first
edition I1 believe and bore a fuifat ahful
testimony just the same itsas that I1 heard
him bear thirty sixaix years previous

august 19 1870 in company
vw ith martin harripharrio I1 lett kirtland for
utahtab and on the hea was with me in
chicagochi go and at the american hotel
bore testimony to a large number of peo-
ple of the visitation of the angel etoetc

elder 13Bleveevensonnoon hasbaa gone to meet
hisbia towardreward that of an earnest humblebumble
diligent worker in the cause 0
humanity the gospel of the lord
we regret to miss hisbis presence to
realize that in mortality there be
beard no more hisbla voice in firm
mony and we sympathize deeply
with the family who havehare loverloveo
honored and revered him as their
head for the virtues he possessed
and exemplified inia hlahis lieile but
we rejoice that in passing through
the gate to the spirit world
be isia attended by the record 010
a noble righteous life which will give
t him the maeteriaMaetera welcomeswelcome well
done good and faithful servant 0
may the comforting iLit fluence of the
holy spirit restreat upon the bereaved
onee budand waymay the testimony and
example of the departed onu be an in-
spiration and encouragement to them
to emulate hisbie good wwirkerk and a bless
log to those who learn and love the
truth

NO SUCH INFERENCE IN FENDEDintended

the NEWS receive i today the fol
lowing communication dated at balse
idaho januaryjal uary 28

to the editor
peardear sir youyon will please pardon me

when I1 suggest that the casual reader
when reading your editorial of the
enst entitled no church interference
in laahsidaho might readily infer that I1 was
one of the persons referred to who hadbad
been endeavoring tolo usense church influ-
ence in idaho in the manner suggested
my name being the only one mentioned
whether you so intended or that you
even entertained such an idea I1 am not
disposed to say I1 trust however that
no such impression was intended as I1
am ready to handsomely reward anyone
who can saymay truthfully that I1 have ever
attempted at any time in my life to use
church influence either to enhance or
defeat any political measure

THOMAS ER BASSETT
we do not discern wherein the

editorial remarks referred to can con-
vey the idesidea mentioned certainly no

fuch thought was entertained borebare
the NEWS had no loinformationformation asag to 5

who bad sought to use church initainfill
ence or indeed that there had been
any actual effort to useuee it but such
effort waswaa alleged and called for the
telegram which mentionedmentiment ionea state sen1300
storator baskettBase ett s name as the person to
whom the dispatchdlapa tob was addressed in
this easecase the fair presumption would
be that the telegram was sentseat to the
venator bebau e he was above sueebohh
methods asae were condemn edund there
fore would have influence against
them the NEWS has such confidence
in senator integrity upon this
point that it would not have believed an
ex partsparte statement against him if it hadbad
been made but there was oono lotima
tion of that kind hence no thouthoughtglit of
it and we are further of the opinion
that the allegation church
influence was based upon rumors that
hadbad no foundation in faofact but were
circulated by designing persons of
whom there are always plenty con-
nected with political disputes

eive US THE

there lais something dextreextremelymey
toio in the efforts of the religious prestpress
of the country to ward oft the effects
of the alarm moundsabunde I1 by some promi-
nent evangelists regarding the status
tf the professedly Cuchristianristian churcheschurch

of the present day As etaanaeded toin thetheae
columnscolumn recently mr moody somegome
timelime ago drewdraw a dark picture of the
decay of faith and general breaking up
of the moral forces of our civilization
another reverend gentleman joingjoin
mr and makes hiie following
statement

it Is but too sadly obvious that never
in the history of these nineteen centuries
hasbaa the world more encroached upon the
church or the church been more assimi-
lated in the world the amazing decline
in doctrinal soundness the decay otof vital
piety and spirituality the godless ex-
travagancetravagance prevailing even among dis-
ciples the abounding conformity toja the
world the practical denial of christian
stewardship the neglect of private
prayer the growing indifference to pub-
lic worship the vastness of the unoccu-
pied field of missions and the utter in-
adequacy of present means and methods
to overtake the destitution these and
many other evils and perils now con-
fronting us demand such a new stand-
ard of holy living and giving praying
and preaching denying of self and
serving of god as can reverirever become
actual without a new pentecost from
above

Asaa already remarked the efforts to
neutralize the effects of suchsnob open

of failure are almost touch
ing are we indeed soBO bailbad BBas thatthai
makeasks the cumberland presbyterian

IP it true that havingbaving emerged from
theabe dark ages we have been plunged
intolo10 to a darker agi seriously what
good can come from such gloomy
view and more serious still are they
correct the editor of thathat journal
hopes they are not correctcorreotandanil suggestssuggest
that what the world needs tola more con-
fidence in the supreme being

A boston journal publishedpublishoci tola
the interest of methodism exclaims
in horrorborron illsie theabe christian
church apoatah and then goesgoei
on to declare that mr moody
Is woefully mistaken he 0 ee


