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filled with the spirit of obedience and
that their understandings would be so
awakened that theythoy would begin to
comprehend tilethe object god had in view
in restoring the Aeverlasting gospel to the
earth it haslias had that effect witudit has
been slowly mouifemanifestedted it liashas dawned
upon us ray by ray

I1
graduallygraduallv opening

our minds to the ccomprehensionom of the
great work the lord has established on
the earth and totodaydayi after years of ex-
perienceperience thetho church ofchrist has barely
commenced to comprehend the great
work god hadin view in establishing
his kingdom onoathothe oarthnarth but we are
learning it n more rapidly than we
have inill paseyears the knowledge is
being brought home to us to a greater
extent becbecausetuseguse wo are in a positionmonwon
wherereweVIPcan be bettebetterr taughttaugIllostheset

thingshan before we are beginning
to understand that there is something
besida that which concerns our spirit-
ual welfare needed for the buildingup
of the kingdomkingdom of god on tilethe earth we
beginlegin to understand that the lord
wishes us to be a people wise in the arts
and sciences full of understanding and
wisdom in the building up of cities in
the erection of beautiful habitations and
magnificent templetemples3 and in the exhu-
mation of minerals from the bovbonbowelselseis of
theeartathe earth and their proper application
for the beautifying of the cities of zion
and the convenience of gods people
we begin to understand that tha gospel
has boenbeen revealed to show unto us the
object of our existence that it affects
every of our lives from birth to
thee grave and that we cannot do any-
thing but what is comprehended in the
gospel we hope our children will
learnearn this lesson better than we have
and to a greater perfection than wevve
have learned it As I1 havehavo Saisalsaidsaldditisit is
necessary in the first place that wp
should have confidence in tiletire servants
of god in the affairs that pertain unto
our eternal salvation and vewe would
suppose wowe might trust them with the
direction of our temporal afiagilaffairsairs if in-
deed tetemporalralrai and spaspispiritualritual caeancan bobe
divineddivided wwhichiehich really cannot be done
therathere is one point we should be

guarded against and the brethren have
endeavored to impress it upon our
minds that is in our seeking to cevelodevelopp
the resources of thothe earth and build Uup11

cities and temples and thetho various
works that are incumbent on us that
we should not forget to keep our minds
right before the lord thatthao we should
have his holy spirit abiding within us
when the cares 0of every dry lifolife in-
crease upon us in the bubusinesssinesssineas of furm
ing settlementsettlements pioneeringpione erinc and per-
forming our labors from day to day we
are too apt to forget that vor0o should con-
stantly seek to god with the same
fervor and diligence for his aid as we
do for spiritual blessings I1 find that I1
have to bobe careful while engagedenraged in
business for I1 know that tiiethe tendency
of my mind is I1tolo10 devotederoba all my thoughts
and all my timotime and aattention to the
business that is in handharil that happens
to occupy my attention at the tynetinethis is the tendency ofpeoplegeneragenerallyy
and wowe have to guard1 agalagaiagainstlistfist it and for
which we have to be reproved that wowe
may not yield to it to so great an extent
aslatoto drivedoivo the spirit oft god from us
there is no necessity for this if wowe
grieve the spirit of god when we are
performing our temporal duties it is be-
cause we allow the one idea to absorb
our attention too much while gearewearewe are
ealyaengageded in these duties wowe should have
thothothe0 spirit of god resting caponupon us as if
we were engaged in preaching the
gospel
it is recorded in tiletho book of mormon

that when thothe Nophites wereverc oppressed
by the who would not suffer
them to preypray orally unto god they
prayed in thothetheirhearts while engageengaged
in their labors for thether blessing of god
to be granted unto them for his de-
liveranceeveUverance to be extended to them and
that their enemenemieslellek might not davobavo
dorporpowerdowerer to holdholdi theinithem in bondage and the
word of the lord camecama to them and
whispered peacecree and told them that
thettenueune day of theirheir wmsas nigh
at andlafaid thothe day in which he would

them fram tho of
their enemenemiesioslos this iss a good orozaosaampieample
for us to tollow it is pospossibleibieibio for uniumic to
bring ourselves into such a condition
that we can pray unto god in our hearts
no performing
wo are r to pray constantly
unto him and it is rosVospossiblesiblesibie for us to
concentrateconcenconeen our thcjhcthoughtsuta on the things
of god while wo areate doing our labor
and gs can ascend silentgod and
him and his blessing eancaneau descend
upon us and his joy can fill our hearts
and we can become the happ lestana
the most blessed people zaonloonuon all thothe
face of the earth I1 know it requires a
struggle to concentrate our thoughts on
the things of the kingdom of god w1

we are engaged in business but this ifc
one of tlethe things which aewe have to
train ourselves to and to overcome

I1 am pleased to see our peoplepepie de-
velopingveloping the resources of the earth as
they are it is gratifying to see
them enjoying tilethe blessings of the
earth to see them wearing ciothclothclothingingolof
home manufactory and to see ththeirar
houses made carpets
to see the sisters wearing beautiful
dresses spun with their own hands is
more pretty to my than brocade
isilelikilk or satin or fine clothdoth imported from
foreign parts in these things I1 can
see independencethe of our people being
gradually iesecuredcured

I1 will bring my remarks to a close
praying11 god to blessbles you my brethren
and sisters and those who may speak
untoudo us and to fill them with hihis1 s holybioly
spirit and also us who listen to their
sayings that our hearts may rejoice to-
gether with exceeding great joy before
him which is my prayer in the name
of jesus christ amen

CAPT BURTON ON THE KING-
DOM

ING
OF DAHOMEY

at the meeting of the british associa-
tiontion for the advancement of science
held on the of september last at
bath capt ER F burton readaread a paper
on the ethnology of dahomey ofwhich
the following is a pretty full report

in the yearsyeara 1863 and 1864 1I twice
visited dahomey a country tilethe savage
and somewhat peculiar customs of
which have mademade for it a name ineurope my first flying trip lasted one
month from may to june
it extended only to kanahana a ruinedmined
mowntown where the ringking was
in country quarters the second visit
was prolonged to neanearlyayiy three months
between december 8 1863 and february
29 1864 and its length enabled me to
learn a modicum of the efon ornational
language I1 anaam induced to ofneroffer the
following remarks in the belief that my
experience will rectify many popular
fancies

few places in africa have been more
avcocopiouslybously written of than dahomey
and yet so well informed a journal as
thetile saturday review july 4 1863
ggravely tells its readers that the king
of dahomey has lately been indulging
in a sacrifice of 2000 human beings
simply in deference to a national preju-
dice and to keepheep tipup the good old cus-
tomstomson0f the country irwillit will presentlypre
appear how the reviewer misunderstood
the matter

the first of thetho word dahomey not
dahometDahomeholme the existence of this oneeoncee
greatreat military empire was first made
known to europe by a letter dated
aboney november 170417241 addressed
ioto mr KB lamb or lambe gentagents for
thobho english african companycompany to mr
tucker the commandantCam mandant of the en-
glish fort whydah in itheit he describes
as anail eyewitness the dreadful slaughter
of thefhe people of allada aaan inland and
independent city by the conconqueringquerin9eingking afagia dosu of dahomey when
therethore was no stirring for bodies without
heads and had it rained blood it could
not have been thicker on the ground I1

yet the kings of the rival settlements
were scotch cousins after the following
fashion about 1620 an old andarid wealthy
chief of allada proper died and left his
dominions to hishia three sons these
agreed that the eldest should reign in
his fathers stead which he did in peace
and prosperity under the name of
alludaalluca khoda or king of allada
dode the youngest or some say tho

second invaded the upper waters of our
chartscharta and founded Hwebona which
wo have since known as little aiahdrahdrab
or porto novo hence ttiletrieblelle
king still calls himof brother
rl though now under french protection

the little province of U be-
longed to a chief named bursee who al-
lowed the ambitious stranger to settle
there daltodaito by degrees becoming
powerfulpowerfulerful encroached upon a neighbor-
ingdowEowag hingakingakingdomoinorn bauh meaning the shade
in thothe rainbow As hishia followers
greatly increasedinereased and holie was even seek-
ing more ground from adrah the latter
exclaimed in truth sonapson thou trliftwilt
build upon my stomach 11 bauhbauh bided
his time slew thothothe king andgild erected
upon his corpse tha old palace of
dahmm meaning thethetho daulisdaubs stomach
frerefiere uponcupon the affons changed their name
to DalidailDahomansomans and thus about 1625
arose the once great military empire
familiar to thetho cars of europe the ex-
tent and population of dahomey has
been grossly exaggerated its
ciescles cannot be more than square
miles congimi lioner forbes puts its
population ownblown at 2001 baM wallonvallon7

luomillacommodoreodore killwilmotIril mot I1
woiwouldWojildlla reduce it to of eyblwb im

perhaps four fifths are women and
childrenchildred the population is not a I1

third of what the country couldcoul4I1 susup-
port the annual withdrawal of both
sexes from industry to slavesiave hullhuilhuntingting
and the customs of the capital the lack
of reproduction in amazons and the
losses by disease have made the country
in parts a desert so contemptible is
the african power which is perhaps
the best known throughout europe
capt W S cumminggumming is the first
englishman that visited a
monarch since his day 1726 the cus-
tom has been regularly kept up

the grand customs take place only
after the death of a king leythey cele-
brate the annual rites in splendor and
in bloodshed travelers give terrible
accounts of tiletiie slaughter which accom-
paniespaa es the rites dalzell 1791 said
makathethey lasted three months 11 and were
marked almost every day with human
blood captain hogggovernor of appalonia were present
and both affirm that not less than boo
men women and children welweiweree sacri-
ficed the last grand customs were
performed in november 1860 by the
present sovereign in honor of thetile
manes of his father the horrors of the
rite were exaggerated with ridiculousrediculous
adjuncts it was reported that the
king floated a canoe and paddled him-
self in a tank full of human blood thereportleport arose from the custom of collect-
ing the gore of the victims in pits about
aft deep and aft diameter the reports
of wesleyan missionaries show that
very little change has taken place in re-
gard to the number of victims the
yearly customs form continuations of
the grand custom and periodicperiodicallyperiodicalsallali
supply a departdepartedcd monarch with freskfreshfresh
attendants in a shadowy world the

declare that this world is
mans plantation and thothe next his
home they of course own no future
state of rewards and punishments

the number of victims has been
greatly swollen by report mr james
at the beginning of the present century
found the maximum of three several
years to be 65 commissioner forbes
owns that in the late years of the last
kings reign not more than 8636 heads
fell during my second visit 4010 men
were put to death I1 presume that an
equal number of women were sent to
the next world but if so the executions
took place within the palace thethemenmen
were all criminals and war captives
Iteokoitoto innocent is ever killed on
these occasions and thetile king im-
prisons those accused of capital ofoffensesoffencesfences
he is so particular about the lives of his
subjects that throughout the empire
coroners inquests must follow every
death and certify that it has not been
violent the time of execution is the
hour of darkness the public stays
within doors under pain of death the
king personally superintendssuperintends thetile exe-
cutionscutions some are clubbed and others
areaxe beheaded by the mingham or pre-
mier the second minister also takes
his part in the tragedy after death
the bodiesodies are exposed in the market
placeerorfor a few days after which they
are thrown into thetile city ditch

it is not however at the customs osteim
thetile great loss of life takes place As in
thothe city of greatgroat benin and at thomasithomas
the capital of ashanti almost everydayevery day
witnesses some deeddecd of blood what-
ever action however trivial is per-
formed by dhoiho king it must be re-
ported to insAR sire A victim almost
always a war captive is chosen the
message is delivered to him an inintoxi-
cating draught of rum follows it and he
is in the best of humors I1
heard of only one case where thothe victim
objected to lose his life but those who
were prepared for thetile customs which I1
witnessed satbat looking at the various
ceremonies beating time to the music
and eyeing all my movements at my
request the king pardoned about half
of them but non0 mailman thanked me
tilenethere arearc two ethnological particulars
in dahomey which require notice the
corporeal duality of thetiie king and thetile
preprecedenceiodence of women over men thetho
monarmonarchclrcli is double two kings inin one
the king has two courts masculine
and feminine and the high offommmeersofficers of
both courts correspond in name aund
dignity

of the amazons about two 1 thirdsbirds meare
said to be maidens apa jiulianJiullarcullaruliareuliar body in
africa the remaining aird having been
married the ligangfiall ig women arearc not
defaltode facto marriedmarrie to the king but it may
take place atatisIs discretion the ama
zons afteel ir aleaie attire especially when
in there is nothing savage or
terrible in their appearance when
ideikeyoun1ix theyfly aree compelled to anneoannee to
tahetake violent exercise which renderst em somewhat lean As they advance
in years they grow in weight and inmanyany
of them are subjects for the treatmentmeriomerlo
of mr banting the solosoldsoldierslers are not

divided into regiments they arearo
howeverhowehowevevvelvei threethroe distinct bodies thoking generally pays distinguished
strangers the compliment of placing
them in command I1 had this honor
but was not entitled eventoevenedeven to inspect my
corps in 1863 1I saw all their women
troops marching on service out ofkann
andabid a careful crcomputation gave a granagrand
total of 2038 butput of these one third or
one half werewore unarmed or half armed
on tuesday march 15 1864 the present
king carried out his favorite project
an attack upon Abeponta where his
father had left name and fame thothe
attempt waswis contemptible in the ex-
treme and resulted in a loss of 1000
killed and about 2000 captured thusthua
dahomey yearly loses prestige

THE OVERLAND TELEGRAPH
TO RUSSIA

facilities for in tertor communication be-
tween civilized countries areirelre demanded
by the enlightened progress of the age
but so stupendous an enteenterprise as that
of establishestestablishingablis ing an overland line to rus-
sia in the midst of a gigantic civil war
is one of the mostmait remarkable thoughts
conceivable

we have already stated that the rus-
sian government has given permission
to 11 collins an american citizen to
construct a telegraph line from russiato bearingsBehrings straits and that the brit-
ish government has granted the right
of wayv ay through british columbia to
connect it with the existing united
states lines thus uniting the two con-
tinentsts apart from the submarine cablacable
across the atlantic thetile last impedi-
ments to this great project have finally
been overcome and mr collins con-
jointly with the western union tele-
graph company has fitted out an ex-
peditiontion ununderer command
of captain charles BS bulkely U
S A for oregon the coast of russian
america and the country beyond behrdebr
ings straits to survey the route and
make other needful arrangements to
put the whole extent of line under con-
tract during the ensuing year it is un-
derstood

tin-
derderstood that the projectors of the enter-
prise are sanguine that the line will be
in successful operation between new
york sanban fransisco and london bbathsthL a
middle of 1866 mr hiram gmogmegibleyYpresident of thetho western union and ofI1the russian companies sailed in com-
pany with mrair collins the enterprising
projector of tiletiie russian american tele-
graph line in the scotia on tilethe
dinst for liverpool and st Peterspetersburghburgh
with a view to complete tha arrangement
already initiated for expediting the ear-
ly completion of the line four ships
have been chartered and freighted with
the telegraphic wwirewirolreire implements pro-
visions tents act forfonor san fransisco
and the government of the united
states has detailed a man of war for the
purpurposeow of helping the company fourexploringexploring parties will be left respective-
ly at new westminster frazer river
point isolationdesoDerolation on the line between
britishBritishandbandand russian america and at
cooks Triletliet these parties are to ex-
plore the coast if possible obtain all the
timber wanted and prepare the ground
for next springs work the capital of
ten millions of dollars for this trans-
continental line has been subscribed in
the united states and the russian
government builds on its own account
thetho line from Peterspetersburghburgh to Nicnieolaof
on the amoor the line has alreadalready
reached thita a town situated at the
confluence bf the and erion the
beginning of the amoor N Y ship-
ping list

DRUNKEN OFFICERScerscEns A private let-
ter from a trinitarian in Sheridans
command says that quite a number of
general officers were brutalbrutallylv drunk
when the fight of oct commenced
having taken advantage of Sheri dans
absence on a spree all theaonthe con-
fusion in the early part of the engage-
ment grew out of this cause trinity
journal

A BEAUTIFUL LIGHT an ingeni-
ous englishman has been permitted to
try some experiments at the gasworksgas works
at mailMallmalinesnes thetile most successful ofwhich
was the sudden appearance throughoutthroughout
the city of a beautiful clear red light
which threw around rays of the mosimost
brilliant description it assaid that by
the addition to thetile of somo
chemicalchemical salts an increase of light and
changes of color can be instantaneously
produced

many regard themselves as inoval0ralrai
disinterested truthful and gentlegentie el
ly because they inexorably taitat
others shall be so

bread is the starrstaffstattonof life and liquor
ththec stilts the former sustaining a man
and ta latteriatter 0elevatinglevaievating him forafonafor a fall
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