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thought and act, and curbe and |earth, Not a system benumbing
checks Jegrading purposes and | his energies or dominating his will,

deeds. There is no religious system
worthy of the name which docs not
Move in these two ways. Moral
'Mpulses and moral hindrances in-

ere in all the religions of heathen-
dom and Christendom. Belief in o
Bupreme Being who is the Eternal
Tudge of mortals is the central
Pringiple and force of them all, and
this affects the conduct of their
devotees. The morals of the world
bave heen regulated by the re-
ligions of the world, and the deca-

bee of morality means the deca-
dence of religion.

Lt is claimed that all religions are
°f human manufacture, that they
ire the products of meu’s super-
Stitions and fears and imaginings.
But the religions that have swayed
Manklnd and lifted humanity from

rharism were superior to the men
Who first received and taught them.
They presented n higher standard
Of morality thau anything existing
Amony them, and raised those whe
®mbraced thelr principles to n loftier
Plane than anything merely human
had then devised. There nre evi-

“Ieey in them all of somethingsu-
Perior to man and adapted to the
Deeds of the age and the people to
¥hom: they came; and no matter
how  mych they  have  been
Changed by human additions
9T subtractions, enough remains
fthe original to exhibit traces of

¢ Divine mind stooping to mortal
;mlmcit.y, for the purpose of elevat-
0, directing and restraining men
lt:“d Women and guiding all to a bet-

I condition of existence in this
World, preparatory to further ad-
Yancement in o future state. Their
t’l"“’el‘ lins been proportionate to

elr effocts upon individunls and
“’v"f‘iety in mom! directions, and

N these have begun to disappeat,

eir vitality and forceas religions

AVe commenced to depart.
re?;':}“ modern nttempts to separate
o 5l0n altogether from proctieal,

€Iy-day affairs, to shut it out of
mﬁ?ﬁun, busigess, society and
Sumlim’ to make it a dreamy, airy,
thej Ay sentiment, are atheistical in
alitr origin and detrlmental to mor~

¥ 1n their tendencies.

he world peeds today n live, ro-

* ®Nelgetic and potent religlon
thas Will permente the whole na%ure
tlo:ml; and influence his every ac-
l’rﬁplnmt must be for this life first, to
ok hi!n for another by present

orination to the rules of right.
I‘t'almzolmuthmg relating only to
ing 1,3 'oyund the stars, but dircet-
M in all that he does on this

but guickening, inepiring, colight-
ening and prompting him as an in-
dividual and as a meniber of n fam-
ily nnd of society, and leading him
to the perfection of manhood in the
proper exercise of all his powers,
for his own advancement, the bene-
fitof the race and the ylory of hia
Eternal Fuather. “Mormonism? is
such a religion, and it bears in its
bosom the very life currents essen-
tial to n sgound and practical moral-
ity.
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A WEAK DEFENSE.

S0 FAR &s we have Leen able to
nscertain, there has been no defense
of the recent effort on the part of
the Opden Municipal Corporntion—
through its Liberal City Council—
to seize cerfaln property in that
town belonging to the Latter-day
Saints. The ncarest approach to it
ina public way has appeared in the
Ogden Union, a small paper pub-
lished there.

It is not a defense, however, beiug
mere in the nature of an attempted
apology. It 1s, in substance, that
the partics whom it i# proposed to
deprive of their property need not
at this stage make an outery and
talk about robbery aod stealing.
They should, aceording to the paper
we have inentioned, merely await,
quictly nnd supinely, the action of
the courts.

This is not defending the position.
It almest amounts to an ndmission
of the fact that the Corporation has
no right to or claim upon the prop-
erty in controversy. Indeed, it is
imposaible under the clrcumstances
that it can have any such claim.
Such buing the case, the very hust
aspect of this affair places it in the
jight of vexatious litigation, which
is contrary to the spirit and letter of
all constitutional lnw.

An effort iz being made to exten-
unte this high-handed outrnge
atnong the people abroad, or, rather,
to create n prejudice that will cause
folks at o distance to view }{ leni-
ently. As evidence of this we here
introduce n dispateh sent oyer the
wires from Ogden after the action of
the city council of that place, in
which Mayor Kelsel took the initin-
tive:

“The Mormons are somewhat ex-
cited over a movement Inaugurated
in our new Liberal Cily Council
tending to wrest the so-called Taber-
nacle Hquare, one of the finest

blocks in the town, from the grasp
of the Church, which has L]

Iolding it. At present there are on
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that block the old adobe tabernacle
the Third Ward meeting house and
the foundation of n new tabernacle,
work on which was abandoned, as
the funds were required for lobbying
in Washingtou.”

Ta intelligent people the foregoing
will telf its legitimate tale. It ex-
hibits the fact that the Tabernsacle
“Bquare is one of the finest blocks in
Ogden. That it has been devoted
to religious purpeses by the Latter-
dny Baints is seen by the character
of the buildings erected upon it and
another in eourse of construction.

The excellence of the site has
aroused the cupidity of the more
“active peliticiansl? of the Liberal
party, who have econcluded to muake
an effort to wrest it from the propri-
vtors. In any part of the eivilized
world such an attempt to appropri-
ate the property of a religious com-
niunity, uscd for religious obser-
vances, would bLe denounced ns n
gross, intolerant and inexcusable
outrage, Those who are not will-
ing to so characterize it, on the
ground that the Latter-day Balnts
are the intended vietioms, show the
illiberality and contracted eharacter
of their souls; there is neither mag-
nanimity nor justice in them. This
eflort on the part of the corporation
through its Liberal Council not only
contemplates the seizure of land
many years since set apart for
the erection of religions edifices,
but would Inelude na well the seizure
and desecration of the buildings of
that nature alrendy on the ground.
Villainy in that dlrection and o dis-
regard of the rights of others could
scarcely go further.

The concluding portion of the
digpatch was Intended, by ereating
projudice, to take the curse off the
preposed tmnsaction in the minds
of people outside of this Territory.
We unhesitatingly charncterize the
atatement it enibodies regarding the
uee of the funds subserilnil for the
building of the new Tabernacle to
be an unmitiyated faisshood. Strue-
tures of this kind are erected by
donations mude by those Lelonging
to the comimunity which assembles
within them for worship. Thisbeing
the case, their construction is grad-
ual, according to the ability of the
donors who supply the requisite
nmeans. That any of the funds
bestowed by the people for the erce-
tion of that building have been
devoted to n purpose other than that
which was' contemplated s utterly
without foundation. The statement
was a contemptible untruth offered
with the Intention of pallinting a
plece of unadulterated villainy,

Tt i8 2 somewhat healthy sign that



