Dec. 13 THE DESERET N B 739

———

D -

~—

best methods of raising the national
revenues and Indeed as to the prin-
ciplesupon which taxation should
be based, there has been sub-
stantial accord in the doctrine
that only such taxes ought to be
levied as are necessary fora wise and
economical administration of the
government. Of late the public
revenues have far exceeded that
limit, and unless checked by appro-
priate legislation, such excess will

a thorough revision of the tariff,
and to any considerable reduction in
import dutles, The present tariff
system is in mapy respects unjust.
It makes unequal distributions, both
of its burdens and its benefits. This
fact was pratically recognized by a
majority of each House of Congress,
in the e of the act creating
the tariff commission. The report
of the commission will be placed be-
fore you at the beginning of this

The two acts, when construed to-
gether, seem to forbid the relieving
even for abeolute incapacity, of offi-
cers who do not fall within the pur-
view of the lafter statute, eave at
such times as there chance to be
less than 400 names on the retired
list. There are now 420. It is not|
likely that Congress intended this
result, and I concur with the secre-
(ti:léy that the law ought to be amen-

of fourteen of our states, that the|thatact. I eall vour attention to

executive may disapprove any item | the recommendation of the board,
or ilems of a bill appropriating | that authority be given to construct
money, whereupon the part of the|two more crulssrs of smaller dimen-
bill approved shall be law, and the |sions and one fleet dispatch vessel,
part disapproved shall fail to be-|and that appropriations be made for
coma law unless repasged according|high power cifled eannon, for the
to the provieions prescribed for the | torpedo servine, and for other harbor
passage of bills, over the veto|defense. Peading the consideration
of the executive. The States where- | by Congress of the policy to be

in some such provision as the fore- | hereafter adopted in econducting
going is a fundamental law, are

| the eight rds and their

continue to increase from year to|eession, and will, I trust, furnish Alabama, California, Colorado, |ex gni“hrg;nt:;fhiﬂfnentu . the
RIVERS AND HARBORS. ) pen

Em. Fagih tnti " sﬂgaml > guar am;ed ﬁm such Lnfarmaﬂc;nng tt‘;l the gr.i’:un- o Foarad fe e s ‘ IF lﬂritda. Eﬁ'ﬂrgiﬂ, %ougaiana, Min- | secretary advocates the redue-

une e surplue|dition and pros 0 e various e groun 18l Induced me 10| nesotfa sgouri ebraska, New | ti expen es th

revenue amounted to $100,000,000. mmmuminl,P withhold my signature from the : > : lon of ditur erefor to the

agricultural, manufac-
turing, mining and cther interests
of the country, and ¢-ntain such |
suggestions for statutory revision, as

Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania
and West Virginia. I commend to
your careful consideration the ques-
tion whether an amendment o

lowest possible amounts for the pur-
pose of affording officers and seamen
of thenavy opportunities toexercise

For the fiacal year ending on the
30th day of June last, the surplus
was more than- $145,000,000, The

bill entitled “An act making appro-~
priations for the construction,repair,
and preserva'ion of certain workson

the | and discipline in their profession
report of the Secretary shows what | will Fraﬂtically aid your action upon | rivers and harbors,”which became a | federal constitution in the particu-|under apl;:ru riate mntrgl and di-
disposition has been made of these | this important subject. law near the close ot your Iast ses- | lars indicated would not afford the | rections. he

Secretary advisces
best remedy for what is often a grave | that the lighthouse service and coast
embarrasesment both t» members of | survey be transferred, as now organs

Congress and the executive, and is | ized, from the Treasury to the Navy
soetimes a gerious public mischief. | Department, and he also suggests,

THE NAVY. for reasons which he assigne, that a

monies, They have not only
answered the reguirements of the
sinking fund, but have afforded a
large balance applicable to other re-
ductions of the public debt, and I
renew the expression of my convic

sion, prompts me to express the
hope that no similar measure will
be deemed necessary during the
present session of Congress, Indeed,
such measures would now be opsn
to serious objection, in addition to

The revenue from customs for the
flecal year ending June 3Qth, 1879,
amounted fo $137,600,000. It hasin
three succeeding years reached, first,
$186,000,000, then $198,000,000, and
finally, as has been already stated,

| similar transfer may wisely be
tion that such rapid extinguishment | $226 000,000. The Income from this | that which was Jately ur :lpon The re?ort of the secretary of the | made of crulsing ﬁ'{ﬁnﬂﬂ vessels.
of the national indebtedness as is |service for the fiscal year which will | your attention. I am informed by | navy states the movements of the | The Secretary foreibly depiets the

now taking place is by no means a
cause for congratulation, it isa cause
rather for serious apprehension,

If it continues it must speedily Le
followed by one of the evil issues g0
clearly set forth in the report of the
secretary. Iither Lhe surplus must
be idle in the treasury or the gov-
ernment will ba forced to boy at
market rates its bonds not redeema-
ble and whicihh under such circums-
stances c.nnot fail o command »n
enormous premium, or the swoullen
revenues will be devoted to exirav
agant umﬂlturu whiob, as exper
ience taught, us Is ¢ove
the bane of an overflowivyg treasury.
It was made appareal in tiie course
of the animated discussivnie wh ¢b
this question aicused at tLe last
session of Coogress, that the Eouey
of diminishing the revesuue by di-
mini-hing taxation, commauded

- the general approval of the mems-
bers of both houses. I regret that
the cause of conflicting viewsasto
the best methods by which that
policy should be made operative.
none of its beneflts have as yet bene
reaped. In fullfillment of what I
deem my copstitutional duty, but
with little hope that 1 can
make a valuable contribution to this
vexed question I shall proceed to in-
timate brietly my own views in re-
lation to it.

Upon the showing of our financisa!
condition at the close of the last
flscal year, I felt justified in recom.
mending to Congress the abeolitson
of internal revenue taxes, except
those upon tobacco in ifs wvari-

end on June 30, 1883, will doubtless
be considerably in excess of thesum
| 1ast mentioned. If the tax on do-
mestic epirits is to be retained, it is
plain that large reductions from the
customs reveuue are entirely feasi-
ble., While recommendipg this re-
ducticn, [ am far from advising the
abandonmer t of the policy of 8o dis- |
criminating in the adjustment of

details as o affo.d ald and protec-
tion to domesiic labor, tut the
pis ent syetem should te 20 revised
w4 t0- equalize the public lLurdens
ainag all ciass. 8 aod wvcoupatigus
atid Lrivg It lnbo clo er barniopny
iih ¢t o preecnt Dseda of lndustiry.

the Secretary of War that a portion
of the sum appropriated for the va-
rious items specified in the act re-
mains unexpended. Of the new
works which it authorized, the ex-
penses have been incurred on two
only for which the total appropria- |
tion was $210,000. The edpmnnb
available balance is declared Iy the |
following table: Amount of appro-
priation by the act of August 2and,
1882, $18,738,875; amount of 8ppros
priativn vy ot of June 19th 1882,
$10,000; amounts of sppropiaticn
fur paymien$ 5 J, B, E.ds, $3,080,
304 eapended ' «lzuce of {ormer ap-
tllujn!iullﬂﬂﬂ 543713,2‘&3; total 123,
Without entering intc minute da-| 79,1385 ‘s swount drawn frem
tariey whdeh, und r 4is 5 aront elre | the Ureasury Detween 741 - 1at 1852
culusialices Is yuie Lhbeiw s, 3, L1dud Novemler 80th | 5. 87.:5% i¥i;,
iecuwmaiend an el Pt el wl tie ”""Jij’:i;-;‘?;g.ﬁ*;l'

ree list 50 a8 t0 inciuve widida 1| I8 & &, p= - from~this exhibil
the numerous articles which yield | 1Bat £0 fur we izl of the ilems to
inconsiderable revenue, and & sin-| Which the zct of August 2nd, 1882,
plification of the complex snd in- |felates, there can Le no need of fur-
consistent schedule of dutles upon | LRer spprogriatiuns u til after the
certain manufactures, particularly clogeof the present sesaion. If,how-
those of cotton, iron and stee), and a | ever, any action shall seem to be
substantial reduction of the dutles | becessary in respect to ticalar
upon those articles, and upon sugar, | Objects it will Le entirely feasible to
molasees, cilk and woolen goods, If | provide for those objecls by appro-
a general revision of the tariff’ shall | priate legisiation. 1t Is probable,for
be found to be impragtieable at this | example, thai a delay until the as-
sesaion, I express the hope that at|fembling of the next Congress, to
least some of the more conspicuons

make additional provisiom for the
inequalities of the present law may 1 Misglasippi River improvement
be correctsd before your final ad-

might be &alleunded with wserious
journment. One of them Is specl-

consequences, If such should ap-
ally referred to by the secretary. In | pear io be the case, a just bill re-
arecent decision of the BSupremse |Isting to that subject would com-
Court the necessity of amending the

mand my approval, This leads
law by which the standard of color|me to offer a suggestion which I

various squadrons during the year in | intimate connection and independ-
home and foreign waters, where our |ence of the na

vy and commercial
officers and seamen with such lhi? marine, and invites attention to the
a8 we possess, have continued to

continued decadence of the Ilatter,
illustrate the high character and ex- |and the corresponding {ransfer of
cellent dizcipline of the naval or.|our growing commercs to foreign
ganization. bottoms. '

On the 218t of December, 1881, in-| Thissubject is one of utmost im.
formation was received that the ex- | portance to the national welfary.
plering steamer Jeannetfe had been | Methods of revising American ship<
crashed snd abandoned in the Arc-|building and of restoring the United
tic Ocean. Ths officers and crew, | States in the ocean ecarrying
after a Journey over the ice embark- | trade, should receive the immediate
el in three boats for the coast of | attention of Congress, We have me-
Siberia. Oue of the parties under |chanical skill and avundant mate-
the command of Chief Engincer | rial for the manufacture of modern
Geoge W. Mealvil'e, reached the land | steamshipe, in fair competition with
and falling in with natives, was sav- | our commercial rivals. Our dis-
ad. Anpother under Lieut. Com-|advantage in building shipsis the
iwinder Del.ong, landed in a barren | greater cost of labor, and salling,
region vear the mouth of the Lena | higher taxes and greater interest on
River., After six weeks had elapsed | capital, while the ocean highways
all but two of the number had died | are already monopoiized by our for-
from fatigne and starvation. No | midable competitors. Theobstacles
tidings had been raceived from the|should in sfome way be overcome,
party in the third boat, under the|and by our rapid communication
command of Lieut, Chipp, but a|with foreign lands we should not
long and fruitless investigation [continue to depend wholly upon
leaves but Jittle doubt that all its|vesssls built in the yards of other
members perished at sea. As a|countries and sailing under foreign
slight tribute to their heroism I give | flage, with no United Stales steam-
in this communication the names of | ers on the principal ocean lines, or
the galiant men who sacrificed their | for any foreign ports. Our facilities
lives on the expedition: Lient.-|for extending our commerce are
Commander George W, Del.ong, | greatly restiricted, while the nations
Surgeon James M. Ambler, Jerome | which build and sall the ships and
Coliins, Hans fHaller ﬁricksun, carry the mails and passengers ob-
Herrick XI. Xaache, George A, |tain thereby conspicusus advantages
Byrd, Walter Lee, Adolph Dressler, | for increasing their trade.

Carl Gerts, Nels Nelson, the cook THE POSTAL DEPARTLENTD.

Abh S8am, apd the Indian, Alexy.
The vfilcers and men in the missing | The report of the Postmaaster-Gen-

3 | . :
forms. and on distilled | is adopted as the test on saccharine | frust will commend itselfl to the | boat were Lieut, Chas. W, Chipp, | eral gives evidence of the satisfac-
::;im Dl:l:d' fermented liguors, ﬂmntg{h el sugars, is too obvious to | Wisdom of Congress, Is it not ad-| commanding; Wm. Dunbar, Alfred | fory condition of that department
except the special tax | require comment. T visable that grants of considerable | Sweetman, Walter Shortell, Albert|and contains many valuable dats

. sums of money for diverse and inde-
gt LA | pendent echemes of internal im- |
From the report of the Secretary | provement should be made subjects
of War, it seems that the only out- | of separate and distinct legislative
break of Indians during the past|enactments? It will scarcely be
year, occurred in Arizona, and in , éven by those who f“ﬂrF
internal revenue tax which relates to | the southwestern part of New Mex- | the most liberal expenditure fg
distilled spirits can be prudently |ico, They were promptly guieted,|such picgoses as are gought to
abrogated. and the quiet that has prevailed in | 2ccomplished by whav is common- |
Such a course, if accompanied by a | all other ts of the country has|ly called tbe river and harbor bill,
simplification of machinery of col-|permitted such an addition fo be |thatthe practice of grouping in aueih
Jection, which would thus be easy of | made to the meilitary force in the a bill ap m%riatiqm for a great ga& |
accomplishment, might reasomably | region endangered by the Apaches, versity of ects widely separa :
be expected to result in diminishing | that there is little reason to appre- either in their natures or thelocalily
the cost of such ¢olleciion by at least | hend trouble in future, The re-| with which they are concerned, E:
$2,500,000, and in the retirement|ports of the Becretary which re. | in both, is oue which is much tobl |
from cfflce of from 1,500 to 2,000 per-|late to our sea coasst defences |[deprecated, unless it Is irremediathﬂ
sone. The system of excise duties|and their armament, suggest the|as inevitably tending to gecure ]:
has never commended itself to the | gravest reflections, Our country’s | SUcCcess of the bill asa whme,thuugj
favor of the American ple and | fortifications are notoriously inade- manivfrl of the items, if aeprrata y
has never been resorted to except|qguate for the defense of the great|cons ered, could scarcely fail of r;—
for supplying deficlencies in the ?\mbora and citles for whose protec~ | jectlon. By the sadoption of the
treasury, when by reason of special | tion they were built. The guestion | course I have recommended a?ehrz
exegencies the dutles on imports | of providing an armament suited to member of Congrese, whani 1;”
have proved inadequate for the needs | our present neceasities has been the | opportunity should arise for g :ﬂ g
of the government, subject of consideration by a board | his influence and vote for m I::
The sentiment of the country,|whose report was transmitted to |orious appropriations, would
doubtless, is that the present excise | Congress at the last gession, Pend- unable so to do, without beiéig
tax shall be abolished as soon as|ing the consideration of- that report | called upon to mct.i?n others un ia-
such & course can safely be pursued. | the war department bhas taken no gerving his approval; so also would
It seems to me, however, for various | gteps for the manufacture or con-|the executive he afforded thereby #
reasone, that so sweeping a measure | version of any heavy cannon, but | full opportunity to exercize his uun-T
as the total abolition of internal|the secretary expresses the hope |stilutional prerogative, of opposing
taxes would for the present be an | that authority and means to begin | whatever appropriations seemed to
unwise step. Two of there reasons
are deserving of special mention.

upon the manufactures and dealers
in such articles. I venture now to
suggest that unleas it shali be ascer-
tained that the probable expenditure
of the government for the coming
year have been underestimated. All

O. Kuchone, Edwin Star, Henry D, | and = accompanping suggestions
Warren and P. E, Johnson, Lieut, | which cannot fail to be of interest.
Giles B. Hurberf, Masteg Wm. | The information which it afforded
Scheutzekisch, are now bringing|that the jrecelpta] for the fiscal year
home the remains of Lieut. DeLong | have exceeded the expenditures
and comrades, in pursusnce of the | must be very grafifying to Congress
directions of Congress. The Lodgers | and to the people of the country as
fitted for the relief of the Jeannctie | matters which may falrly claim par~
in accordance with the action of|ticular attention. I refer you to his
Congre<s of March 30, 1881, sailed | observations in reference to the sd-
from San Francisco June 16ith, un-| visability of changing the present
der command cf Lieut, Rebert M. |baszis for fixing ealaries and
Berry. On November 30th she was | allowances, for extending the money
accidentally destroyed by fire,|order eystem, for enlarging the
while in winter quarters in St.Law- | function of the postal establishment,
rencs Bay, but the officers and crew | s0 as foplace under its ¢onirol the
succeeded in escaping to the shore. | telegraph system of the country,
Lleutenant Berry and one eof his | through from this Jast and most
officers,atter making a search for the | imporiant recommendation, I must
Jeannette along the const of Siberia, | withhold my concurrence. At the
fellin with Chief Engineer Mel- | last ression of Congiess scveral billa
ville’s party and returmed home by | were intreduced into the House of
way of Europe. The other officers | Representiatives for the reduction of
and crew of the Rogers were |letter postage to the rate of 2o, per
brought from St. Lawrence Bay by | half ounce. 1 have given much
the whaling steamer North Star.|study and reflection to this subject
Master Charles F. Putnam, who|and am thoroughly persuasded that
had been placed in charge of a depot | such a reduction would be for the
of supplies at Cape Berdez, return-| best interesis of the public. It has
ing to his post from St. Lawrence|been the policy of the government
Bay across the ice ina blinding snow | from its foundation to defray, as
storm, was carried out to sea and |fast ss possible, the expenses of
ne¢withstanding all effurta to | carrying the mails by direct tax in
rescue him. the form of posiage. It bas never
Itappears by the secretary’sreport | been claimed, however, that this
that the available naval force of the | service ought to be produetive of =
United Btates consista eof thirty-|net revenue. As has been siated

l
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him objectionable, without imperil-
ing the success of others which
comnmended themselves to his judg-

that important work will seon be
provided, I invite the attention of

First, it 1s by no meana clear that if
the existing system of duties on im-
ports i8 continued without modifica.
tion, the duties will be alone gufli-
cient for all the needs of the govern-
ment. It is estimated that $100,000,-
0w he. Suiig yeu, and.
during the coming Yyear,

may gwell be doubfed whether

the maximum annual demand for

that object has yet been reached.
The uncertainty upon this gquestion
would llnna']]n fy in my judgment

the retention, for the pre:ent, of
that portion of the system of inter-
nal revenue which is least objection-

Congress 10 Yaa propriety of making
more adequate provisions for arming
and equipping the militia than is af-
forded by the act of 1806, which ig
still upon the statute books, The
matter has already been the subject
of discussion in the Senate, and a
bill which eeeks to supp
ficlencies of exlsting laws, is now
upon its calendar.

The SBecretary of War calls atten-
tion to the fact t an embarzass.
ment exists growing out of the re-
cent actof Congress making the re~
tirement of officers of thearmy com.
pulsory at the age of 64.

|

ly the de-|

ment. It may be urged in opposi-
tion to these suggestions, that the
number of worka of internal im-
provement which are Justly entitled
to governmental material aid, aze
g0 great a8 to render impracticable
separate appropriation bilis therefor
or even such a comparatively
ed number a3 make a disposition of
large sums of money, This objec-
tlon may be well founded and
whether it be or not the advantages
which wounld be likely to ensue {rom
the adoption of the course [ have
recommended may perhaps be more

| bore
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seven cruisers, fourteen gingle tur- | already, the report of the post.
retted monitors bullt during the re- | master general ehows that there is
bellion, a lJarge number of smooth-| now a very coneiderable surplus in

guns and Parrott rifles, and|this department, and that hence-
eighty-seven rifled eannon. The|forth the receipis are likely to
eruising vessels should be graduslly | increase in a much - greater
replaced by iron or steel ships, the|ratio {han the incressing ex-
monitors by modern armored vesrels | penditure. Unless rome chepgs
the armaments by powerful rifled |is made in the gxisf'service will,

nmy' Eﬁfurﬂniﬂﬁ‘:ﬂ.ﬂ{ Hgor P.Eﬂnﬁ%fg;rfﬁ; years, swell the reve-
|

a was begun by |nues of the government many mil-
gi;mgl:gun:;ihﬂngf?;ing in it% recent | liong of doliars. 'The fime reems
act the construction of two large auspicious, therefore, for some re-

harac- | duetion in the rates of postage. In
armored steel veszels, of the chara oy b et

' ]
able tn the people. Becond, a tptal|  The actof 1878 is etill in force effectually obtained by another|ter recommended by the late nava

' ' ; Jy submit ts Con-
{ition of the exclse taxes would|which limits to 400 the number of which I respectful
:?;:Jmlt inevitably prove a rerloug, ¥|those, who can be retired for dis-|grese, a3 an altgr;attil':: prﬂ;t»ltia':ﬁg:é
not an insurmountable objection to! ability erupon their own application, ! 1t je provided by the oons

i board and sabject to the| A review of the legislation which
%i:lﬂﬂ;gnmval of a na*lw advisory | has been had upon this subject du-
board to be organized as provided by " ring the 1ast thirty years, disclosea

|




