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gan spoke on baptism, and gave good
counsel to the Baints. Elder Finlay-
gon, president of the Opuswhangs
branch ( European), aisogpoke, Brother
Rasmussen interpreting. Elder Puora
Hoperri followed, and encouraged the
people to live good lives and Eeep in
the straight aod narrow path. Elder
Benjamin Hambiin reporied Hauraki
in gouod condition. Diemissal prayer
was offered by Elder Rewi Moiens,

In the afternoon, at 2:15, the meet-
ing wae-addressed by Elder Gardaer,
who reported the Waikato ({five
branches) 1n good ofder, having lately
reorganized some of them. He spoke
very feelingly of his labors when bhere
in 1884 amoog the Waikatos, Toe
closest attention was paid by the na-
tives, whose eyes demonsirated the
affeciion they entertained for him., He
counsellod them io stand firm aguinst
every temgptation and receive the
glorious reward of eternal lifé. Elder
Mita Wepiba followed in a few cnoice
remarks, urging the patives to spread
the troth by precept ani by example.
Rlder J. M, Foleman then testified to
the work of (God and Joseph’s divine
misslon.

The evening meeting was opened at
8:80, when Brotber Hamblin delivered
his ‘*poroporoake,’? or farewell address,
Eight patives testified. Prayer was
offered by Elder Kaihimo.

“Deo. 24tb, at 10:80 a. m., Elder D, B,
Btewart (Hrother Rasmuseen inter-
preting) reported the work in A ustralia
as on Lhe improve. The Eiders were
unable to fill all the calle made upon
them. The Lotrd ia softening the hearis
of tne people, Dew avenues afe
opening up and the brethren
have their hapds full of work
to atlend this “Hui  Muaori.??
Elder Got! spoke a few words in Ma-
orl, followed by Elder Hollingworth,
who reported this district, stx branch-
es, one European, four natives and one
mixed.

At 1:30 there was held}aishcry
European rervice iv the school house,
but a4 beevy rainstorm prevented 8
large stlendance, Presigent Stewart
spuke on the fret principles of the
Goepel.

At 3:25 we held Bacrament meeting.
A few appropriste rewarks were made
by President Stewart, wheu the gen-
eral authorities of the Church were
upanimously sustalned by the vote of
the conterence; aizo Elder Wm. Gard«
ner, as president of the Ausiralasian
mission, and Ejders Palmer anu Folk-
man as presidents of Waikato and
Hauraki districts reepectively. Presi-
dent Stewart explained the doctrine of
t‘common oconsent,’’ and how & for-
glvenees of sins may be obtained by
believera. Advised the Sainis to be
true to their coveuants, that the labore
of the servants of God among tbem
may brlog forth fruit, and gave much
good advice. 'Fhe house was filled
to ite utmost capacity, many standing
outucors during the services. TFhe
SBpirit of God was peured out on the
whole congregation, and Il was 8
tims long lo be remembercd by all
present.

Atthe evening zervices prayer was
oftered by Elder Te Auapourl. Elder
James K. Abbott addressed the coao-
ference, and tbirteen natlve members
responaed to the call for testimonies.
Elder Wm. Uardner cautioned the
Saints oot to allow the Evil One to find

them asleep, but manifest in their lives
the ipstruction® given during confer-
ence. Elder Stewart then thanked
the kind-hearted peocple who
had fed the natives and Elders duriog
the ““Hul,’? and asked tbe Lord to
bless them for their untiring efforts.
Conference adjourned till April next
in Te Mabia district. Thus closed an
importantevent 1o the history of thie
mission, 6nd all joined in saying they
never experienced 8 more divine influ-
ence than was present duting the gon-
ference.

The meetings Were all made under
the shade of lovely weeping willow
trees by tne Bide of the Waikato river,
excepl those in the evening snd sacra-
ment meeting on Bunday afternoon.

The following day many visilors
were present to see the lunocent Bports
and ypastimes thal were indulged in
by all. Lt seemed peculizr to wish
esnch other & happy Cnrisimas under
such circumstances. Tuoough there
was & large gatbhering, not a siogle 1u-
civent occurred to ohar the unalloyed
pleasure anil joy of our “Hui.»> On
'Fuesday mor ing, the 26sh, at 10:30,
the visilingBaints prepared L0 leave tor
their bomes, and the pariing was hard.
Many wept. The litlie steamer ow ned
by Brother Te Whiu, towed our big
“'waka’’ (canoe) with its heavy burden,
up the Waikato,to the chouts ot*‘Haere
ra, Haere, Huere,”* of the peop.e who
remained, wiith the waving of hand-
kerchiefs, aud the singing of hymus
oy those departing. Blowly we
traveled agajnst tbe current, reaching
Rangiriri rallway station two hours late
for the train, the time or which had
heen cbanged owing to the holidays,
It was decided ty remain Lill next
moruing io the goods shed, Bome of
the Nzaruawahia Saints, who left for
their homes at 1;30 p. m.,made a collec-
tion to buy usfood Lo eat while wall-
leg for the train. Next day cgur train
osme along, and we of the north pro-
ceeded to Auckiapnd, dispersing from
thence to our homes and several fHelds
of labors.

We had a Priesthood meeting Cbrist-
mas morniug, in which the Eiders
received necessary Jnetruction froen
Presldents Stewart and Gardner, under
the inepiration of the Holy Bpirit.

B. H. HOLLINGSWORTH,
Conterence Clerk.

CHURCH THEOLOGY CLASS,

After the opening prayer by Elder
George Reynolds and the consideration
of 1ncidental guestions,s review of Lbe
previous lesson was taken. Iaostructor
James E, Talmage then procesded
with the lecture, outlines of wuich had
peen distributed to over 1100 studenis
pressnt. The subject was the fifth
article of faith which,as given through
the Prophet Jorepb Smith, reads; “We
believe that a man tust be calied of
God by ‘prophecy and by the laylng on
of hands’ by those who are in authori-
Ly to preach tbe Goepeland admintster
in the ordinances thereof.”? '

Authority from God was one of the
characteristice of the organization of
the Cbhurch of Jesus Christ or Latter-
day Sainte. An artsy of men, sec-
terian rhinlsters, stand up against
them c¢laiming nooe aod having no
authority, yet in the Holy Beriptures
no instance i9 recorded where any true
Prophet of God delivered any measage

or performed any act-without being au-
thorized to o g0, lndeed this spenking

with authority was & power that
distinguished them. The instances of
Noab, Abraham, Isasc, Jacob, Moses,*
Aaron, Joabua and Samuel were par-

ticularly referred to, their authority

among the people being unguestioned,

while all the propbeta and eervants of
(Fod down to Malachi and Zecharias
made specific declarations concerning

their authorlty and calling. Also the
Aposties of Curist were gpecially com.
miasloned.

Fhis autbority was bestowed op
othere by prophecy and laying op of
hande. Prophesy was the right and
power of interpreting and knowing the
willi of God. That tne imposition of
hands was general cannol coneistently
be doubted. lo cases of ordipation
where such is not mentioned, no other
details are given and thie c¢annot be
be (aken as proof that this method was
ool used,

The Patriarcbal Priesthood descended
from jAdam to Noah and i{rom him o
Moses under the hanus of the fatherg,

Authbority thus beatowed s re-
spected of Glod. Not slone on
earth but in heaven 18 it bon.
ored and jealouely guarded. It jg
according loreasoly 80d order that men
who officlate in the ordinances of the
(Gospe) should be divinely commiasiop -
ed. ‘The pations of the earth in cjvil
and military organizations regard au-
thority and tbe respect due to it, as
most tmportant. Yet HoDe® can be
more jealous ot thelr power than is the
Liord with His Priesthood, 88 He re-
neatedly declates,

Unautborized ministrations were
punished severely, and even aspira-
tions toward sixch are sinful. How
swift this punishment did overtake
the guilty when the Lord saw fig to
muke guch examplies wae strikingly
sbown in the cases of Korah and his
assooclates, Miriam, Uzza and King
Saul. This subjeci was to receive fur.
ther conslderation at the nuwxt sewsion
of the class,

Benediction wae prooounced by
Eider H. P. Richards.

Elder Thomae Hicken, of Heber
City, called at the NEWS office
and related a sad story to a
re_;;ort.er regarding the death of his
wife.

Eider Hicken left his home eight
monthe agy to flll a mission in the
Bouthern states. Onp the 2ist inst. he

received a letter while in his feld
of labpr, in Bullivan county,
Tennesgee, from the presidept of

misslon nofifying him that he was re.
ieased to return home on account of
the serious illpess of hiz wife. That
evening he boarded ths train tor [Jiah
and arrived here today over the Rio
Grande. How iil his wife was he
knew not though he worried greatly
along the route of travel and had
strange forebodings as (o the re-
sult. The shock he sustained this
afternoon on being informed that his
wife waa dend was 8 severe one. The
particulara beyond the I[act that she
gave birth to a child a few daye before
her demise are notknown. I'he funeral
took place several days ago, The de-
ceased was the mother of six children
whom she leaves for the sorrowing
husband to care for. The eldest is hut
twelve years old.



