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DISCOURSE

By Elder BRIGHAM YOUNG, Jr.,
Delivered at the 42nd Sema-Annual
Conference, Salt Lake City,
October 8, 1872,

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

I BELIVE it is pleasing, generally, for an
elder in this church to have the privilege of
bearing his testimony, though it may be
done with fear and trembling, before the
people; yet the knowledge which God has
given to the elders of Israel inspires them
to declare it unto the world., Although I
am consideraly afilioled, as well as my
brethen, with this manfearing spirit, yet it
is & pleasure fo me, and I hops it ever will
be, to stand before the congregations, and
tell them that I know, by the revelations
of Jesus Christ, that this is the people of
God. I may not be able to instruct the
people to that extent which others might,
but with the help of the Spirit of the Lord
I can testify to that which I do know,
whieh I have experienced in my life, and
which has been brought home to my uns
derstanding. I think that it strengthens
me in the principles of the everlasting gos

el every time I bave the privilege of testi-

ing to their truth,

It is almost impoesible for this people to
realize that they are called by the power
and authority of the Almighty, and that
they are the Saints of God, nevertheless it
is true if we are living that religion which
we profess to believe in. Lat those who
have not received a testimony to that effect
go before their Maker, seek him in all dili-
gence, be faithfal to that which they know,
and he will reveal it unto their minds. We
have not come to this earth toidle away our
time, or to throw away that precious gift
which is within the reach of all whom God
has created. Eternal life is extended unto
us by a merciful Creator, and we have the
opportunity of gaining an exaltation in the
kingdom of God if we have a mind to
improve it. We have come here without a
knowledge of a former existence, we are
like strangers in a strange land, The
knowledge that we have acquired guides
us to some extent, enables us to gain a
living and in part to understand the things
of the kingdom of God. Brethren and
misters, we are here as strangers in a strange
land, and a guide is what we want—a guide
for our actions on the earth., God has
given us one, he revealed a guide
through Jmapﬁ Swnith, the prophet, and
others who have lived in modern times,
and they have revealed the will of the Al-
mighty unto the people. We are not left
destitute, so that we can be led away by

every manner of doctrine; when we hear
peog e say, “Lo! here is Christ, lo! there
18 Christ,” we are not left to ourselves,

neither have we to seek the advice of men
to know whether these expressions are
true or not, because the Spirit of the Al-
mighty has testified unto us that the revel-
ations contained in these books—the Book
of Doctrine and Cevenants and the Book
of Mormon, which we received through
Joseph Smith, are true, and they are given
unto us for our guidance,

Is it necessary to ask this people if the
areacquainted with therevelations contains
ed in these books, which have been given
unto us as a gﬂida to eternal life in
the presence of God? Do we understand the
ravelations contained within the lids of these
books? They contain blessings and truths
inestimable, for they point the way back
into the presence of oar Ged. Do westudy
and understand them, or are our minds
taken up with sach Hﬁht reading as natur-
n.llP' tends to distract the attention from the
principles of the gospelt! There ia too
much fault finding and confusion, and too
much of the werld in the midst of this
Eop]e, and especially in the midst of the

tter~day Saints who dweil in Salt Lake
Uity. Itis true that temptations are broad«
cast in our midst, and we meet them on
every hand. Butis that any reason that
weo should give way to them? Is it any
reason that we should adopt the follies
and fashions of the world because they
have been introduced into our midst?
Well do I remember the time when, in
this city, it was costomary for the Saints
to retire to rest without locking their
doors. There was mno necessity to
lock grainaries, or stables, or to
guard property as we are compelled
to do now. But times bave changed, the
temp ations which the Lord said should
overtake his people bave come, and they
have come for our salvation, for with-
out them it would be impossible for us to
shew to God that we are for him and his
kingdom and that, under any and all cir-
cumstances, we are determined to work
righteousness upon the earth., I do not
complain because these temptations have
been introduced into our midst, for they
are necessary. Ifthe Lord seesfit to per-
mit them, I have nothing to say only by
way of counsel, and to exhort the Saints
not toindulge in those things which would
have a tendency (o grieve the
Spirit of the Iord,. I am aware
that these evils are not pieasant, and pro-
bably il we could understand and compre-
hend evil without coming in contact with
it God would never have placed us on this
earth, so far from our home, so far from
those with whom we dwelt in the eternal
worlds. He never,would have placed us
here but for cur own good,

| failed to discover a learned man who conld
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Here are the books—the Bible, Book of
Mormon, and the Book of Doectrine and
Covenants—which are given for a guide to
the people of all the earth, if they will but
listen to them; butthey will not listen to
the Book of Mormon and the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, and yet I have

take those books and tell where they dif-
fered in doctrine in the least. They can
not do this, because the doctrines of all
are the same, for they all proceed from
God, and tﬁ contain his plan for the sal-
vation of children upon the earth.
Shall we obey the revelations which have
been given? If I could have an answer
from each individual here to-day, profess-
ing to be & Saint, I have no doubt it would
be ‘“Yes.” And if strangers, and the na-
tions of the earth knew that we believe in
them as firmly as we believe in anything
on the earth, they would say, “If you be~
lieve in them, ﬂrmtioﬂ and obey them in
every particular, and live according to
our conscience and the law which God
given you,” I, by the revelations of
the Almifhty. understand these books to
be true, I know that Jesus is the Chuist,
Not because I have read it in the books
which I bave named, or because I have
heard Joseph Smith or others testify to it,
but I know it by the revelations of
God, just as others have known it
in former dispensations of the gospel, and
Jjust as others know it in this dis tion.
Saints should live their religion; they
should obey the principles which have
been revealed and which are contained in
these books. But there is too much ignor-
ance concerning these revelations: they are
not sufliciently studied; or if studied they
are not remembered, if I am to judge from
what I see around me, In traveling and
preaching among the people, there is one
revelation which praaaaaitaolf' ticalarly
on my mind, and which I think the people
would obey if they considered that it came
from the Almighty., But as they do not
obey it, I suppose ely do not consider that
it came from God. refer to a revelation
given in the year 1833, called the Word of
Wisdom. We fail to obey it to-day, and we
shall fail to-morrow unless we make a
short turn and determine in enr own
minds that we will obey it. How many of
us have disregarded that revelation, in
every ﬂ;rtinular ? It is to be found on
page of the Doctrine and Covenants,
and it shadows to me that a time will come
in the midst of this people when a desol-
ating scourge will pass through our ranks,
and the destroying angel will be in our
midst as he was in Egypt when Le slew all
the firstborn of the Egyptians. God says
“the destroying angel shall pass by and
shall not harm you if you will observe to
do these things. Now if we believe this
revelation, and I take it for granted that
we do, though I may choose to doubt in
my own case and some others,yet I assume
that as a people we believe it; but what
assurance have we that that angel will pass
us by unless we do observe it? No more
than the ohildren of Israel would have
had if they had failed to mark their doors
and lintels with the blood of a lamb, as
Moses had commanded them., What ef-
fect would a failure to comply with this
commandment have had on them ? Would
the Destroyer have passed I;;E the firstborn
of Israel? { trow not; I think the first-
born of Israel would have been siain as
well as the firstborn of Egypt. That was
a revelation given by the Lord to Moses for
the salvation of Israel; the Word of Wis~
dom is a revelation given by the Lord to
Joseph Smith for the salvation of this
people, and if we disobey we have no more
assurance than Israel had that the destroy-
ing angel will pass through our ranks and
leave us unscathed. There iz not a father
or mother before me to diay who would
iike to see a child borne away to the
raveyard because of their disopedience.
%Vall. light is given, it has come to us, and
it is 1or us to obey it, and to put into prae-
tice the commandments which G has
ﬁivan us, Itis true thatthe Word of Wis-
om does mnot say anything about
drinking tea and coffee, but our
leaders—men inspired of the Almighty,
in whom we have full confidence, have
told us that it includes these things, and
that should be sufiicient for us. The
Word of Wisdom says that in those times,
through the wickedness which is in the
hearts of men, they would seek to destroy
this people, by introducing into their
midst something deleterions to health.
If these are not the exact words, they are
tantamount. Now is it necessary for us
to observe the Werd of Wisdom with re-
gard to tea and coffee? Just as much as
with regard to tobacco and liquor, because
it has been so defined to us, and I so un-
derstand it.

When I think of these things, I think of
what I have seen among the inen whohave
been called particularly to labor on our
railroads and in our co-operative institu-
tions, What is the situation of some of the
young men who labor in these institutions
and uponour railroads? Ifthey do not follow
the examples get by those who travel and
labor on other roads, then I do not
understand it. I find that our young
men are copying after the young men who
travel on other roads—they smoke and they
drink, with as much assurance as though
they had followed it all their lives; and I
doubt not, if they continue in the pursuit
of such practlices, they will become as pro-
ficlent in other sins as some I have seen
elsswhere, Ir wish

young meon

itn continue habits of this kind I have no

objections, so far as I am concerned, but I
do not wish them to invade my housshold,
I do not wish my ehildren to keep the com-
gany of men of this e

0 not wish my daughters to go
into the society of men, even though
they profess to belong to this church, who
will smoke, drink and swear, and who are
ready to commit all the other sins contain-
ed in the catalogue if they had the oppor=
tunity,”and were from under the eve of
those who would condemn them. I know
these things exist upon our railroads, and
also in our co-operative institutions more
or lessthroughout this conntry, Now what
course shall we pursue with regard to these
things? Shall we foster them? If you see a
young man in a co-operative store he dress«
es better and has a "little more means and
inflzence than other young men of his own
ago in the comwmunity, He exercises that
influence for good or for evil over the
minds of younger members ot the commu~
nity. My sons see such young men smok-
ing and drinking, and they say “Why
should not we?” And they will be likely
to, until they arrive at years of discretion,
and get sense to know better, Some may
say, “Oh, they will turn round by and by,
and do better.” We have no business to
hope that, when once these evil habits are
acquired by our children, they will turn
round and do betler when they arrive at
years of maturity; at least I have no
right to hope it on behalf of my own chil-
dren, I hope to prevent it in their ycuin
I could not bope to stop it after the bad
commenced and become confirmed in it,
although in some cases I might suecceed,
Bat I wish to prevent it,for I believe that
prevention is better than cure.

It is our business, brethren and sisters,
to put our foot upon these practices, and to
discountenance and condemn them when-
ever we see our youth practicing them.
This people are not gathered here to prac-
tice the sins which are prevalent in Baby.
lon, at least I do not so understand It.
The Scriptures teach me, and the Spirit of
the Lord bears testimony, to ery unto the
qupla to come out of Babylon, and not to

Babylon or its sins into our midst,
3y are not necessary for our happiness,
It is astonishing to me when I look over
the people in this and other countries, to
see the immense number who use tobacco
and liquor. I sometimes wonaer how the
world lived so long without tobacco before
the discovery of America? Now nearl
everybody smokes or chews., They di
without it before America was discoverad,
and they could now if they were so dis-
posed. This people could if they would,
and yet they are importing perhaps more
tobaceo, tea, coffee and liquor than ever
before during their existence as a church.
I believe this is the case, from all I can
hear and learn on the subject. This is
wreng. We ean go into our settlements in
the north, south, east and west, and it is
Jjust as necessary to have tea, coffee and to

bacod nNoOw, as ever. I can also
find that where there is an almost
boundless range and the people

have an unlimited number of stock,
all their cheese is imported—they eat States
cheese there as they do in the vity. Home
manufactare is neglected and our cows
are left to die on the range, and
we are expending the wvery bons and
sinew of this community (o get means to
import articles which we cam raise in
abundance here. This will ruin us as a
community if it is practiced long enough
These things may not be quité so prevalent
as my words may imply. I do not mean
to say that all the people di ard the
Word of Wisdom; but I fear that the great
mnjnr!tﬁ do. If the brethren who have
been called to occupy responsible positions
in the midst of the people fail to observe
the Word of ;Wisdom, it will grieye the
Spirit of the Loord, and if they do net turan
and repent they will leave this churech,
That is my faith—if they continue to use
these thin
the people with the idea that it is utteriy
unnecessary to observe the Word of Wis-
dom, they will lose the spirit of this work
and will eventually turn from it. The pre~
siding elders of this church are called to
observe the Word of Wisdom, and, in all
things, to set a good example before the
people. That is their business, and that is
their mission, and as long as they live they
will never have a greater,

Brethren, let us seek to understand and
ractise these things, and also endeavor to
truct the minds of our wives and chil-
dren with regard to the principles contain-
in these books. KEadeavor brethren,
to build up Zion and not Batylon.
I think very often, when I am speaking
the people, of a remark to President
Young. He has been in the church a great
many years. On oneoccasion, only a ver
few years after the church was organ 3
the Prophet Joseph counselled him and
others never to de another day’s work to
build up Babylon, and he has obeyed that
counsel, I know he has for twenty-five
years t, and I am satisfied he has from
the time the counsel was given.

Do we need to go away from home to
build up Babylon? Do we need to leave
this city to build up Babylon? No, con-
tinue to indulge eur fancies for fashion and
for the practico of those habits and customs
which a corrupt civilization has introduced
into our midst, and we are building up

Babylon in the most approved style. That |

is my belief. Our outside friends have
brought a great many good things here;
they have improved our ocity, they are

gs, and to impress the minds of | and if they reject it they
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their ecapital liberally. I do not object to
this, but I do not want it to lead us from the
path of truth and to bring us into bondage
tosin and iniquity, There is no necessity for
this if we wisely use that which God has
glvan us. ou remember the time,
rethren, after we had been in this valley
& year or 80, we were, in a manner, naked
and barefooted, and were a thousand miles
from any supply of clothing, and it was
impessible for us to manufacture it, for
there were no sheep in the country, no-
thing to manufacture cloth with, and no
means to obtain it. Yeu remember the
prophecy delivered here upon this block by
the late Heber C. Kimball, ‘that within a
certain time—a very briefl period—clotbhing
would be as cheap in Salt Lake city as in
New York. What prospect had we at that
time that his prophecy would be fulfilled,
for a journey to the States and back again
then required months to perform, and
there was seemingly no chance of a supply
of clothing from outside importation? Yet
within the time specified, the propheoy
was literally fulfilled, and elothing was far
cheaper in the streets of this city than in
the streets of New York. Thisis only one
among the many prophecies which have
been delivered and fulfilled. Some of you
remember, and others of you have heard it
spoken of, when President Young, in July
1847, while walking on this block, about
where the Temple now stand said to the
brethren who were around him, ‘‘If our
enemies will let us alone for ten years we
will sk no odds of them,”” Ten years that
day, brethren, we got news that an army
had left the confinas of the States at that
time, for Utah. What for? Their boast
was, (o destroy the “Mormons.” Did we
ask any lodds of them? No. Did we ask
anything of them? No. W& attempted to
give them lu%)llu, but they wounld not
receive them. Brethren, this is the Church
and Kingdom of God, and we are led by
holy men, men inul)irad by the Almighty.
They give us a little now and a little then;
we receive line upon line and precept upon
precept, and if we give heed thereto, (li:’gd
will strengthen us, and the kingdom will
grow and increase beneath our watcheare.
Is it necessary for us to remember the
B;:phacim and the revelations which have
n given for our salvation? If we have
the trutb—thefgospel of the Son of God—
and we testify that we have, it is just as
necessary for us to remember these things
as it is for us to be saved in the kingdom
of God, That is our position to-day; and it
is impossible for any human being who has
made covenant with the Almighty to be
saved in bis kingdom if he disregards the
revelations and counsels that are given by
the servants of God. I do not expect
strangers to understand and believe this as
we do. Strangers have not come here for
the pur of identifying themselves
with the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, but the people to whom I am
talking came here for express p .
They came here for their souls’ salvation,
they want to be saved in the kingdom of
. They had the testimony in the old
countries, in the States, or wherever they
received the gospel, that God had revealed
himself to the children of men and that his
kingdom was established on the earth, and
they received light and intelligence which
they never before . They came
here to build up the kingdom of God, and
that kingdam is rolling forth, and increas-
ing and will eontinue to do, But are we
giving way to folly and fashion to such an
extent as to blind our minds to the great
pur we had in coming here? I hope
not. I hope that we are living our relig-

ion,
Brethren, 1 testify to you that this is the
gdom of God, and that you are in a

Kin
faith that will lead you back into the pres-

ence of your Father and God. I also testi-
fy that if the people of the nations of the
earth will obey the goapel they will receive
salvation at the hands of the Almighty,

will receive oon-
demupation at his hands at the last day.
May God bless you, Amen, |

FOREICN NOTES.

Archbishop Mapning has offered to
take all the Roman Catholic orphans
off the hands of the Bt. Pancras guar li-
ans if they pay him four shillings a
week for each child, the expense under
the managemoant of the guardians being
now six shillings for each orphan.

The multiplication of railways in the
East seems destined not only to spread
the ‘““blessings’’ of civilization but the
curge of semi-barbarism as well. M,
Fernand, a well known French physi-
cian, has recently ealled public notice
to the fact that the development of the
continental system of railways has sid-
ed in tbe propsagation of Asiatic chol-
era to an slarming extent.

““The Management of the Royal
Drama’” in Berlin is indignant at the
conduotiof FrauLLucca as we learn from
an announcemen. which appeared in
the German papers, invested with all
the dignity and autherity of official
form. Itseemsthsat whea liucea arriv-
ed at Liverpool ehe wrote a letter to the
authorities declining to come baeck to
Beriin, whereupon these geutlemen de-
clare “That they regret to announece
Die Koniglicher Kamuwmeraangerin Fran

building fine buildings, and are expending l Lucca bas broken her contract.”



