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I1 bellvenellve it Is18 pleasing genegonegenerallyrallyraily for an
elder in this church to have the privilege of
bearing his testimony though it may be
done wm ith fear and trembling before the
people yet the knowledge which god has
given to the elders of israel inspires them
to declare it unto the world although I1
am considerconsiderablyaly afflicted as well as my
brethen with this manfearing spirit yet it
is a pleasure to me and I1 hops it ever will
be to stand before the congregations and
tell them that I1 know by the revelations
of jesus christ that this is the people of
god I1 may not be able to instruct tthehe
leopleleopie to that extent which others might
but with the hehelpp of the spirit of the lord
I1 can testify to that which I1 do know
which I1 have experienced in my lifeiffe and
which has been brought home to my uns
derdenstandingferstanding I1 think that it strengthens
me in the principles of the everlasting gos-
pel every time I1 bavehave theprivilege of testi-
fying to their truth

it is almost impossible for this people to
realize that they are called by the power
and authority of the almighty and that
they are the saints of god nevertheless it
is true if we are living that religion which
we profess to believe in lot those who
have not received a testimony to that effect
go before their maker seek him in all dili-
gence be faithful to that which they know
and hebe will reveal it unto their minds we
havenave not come to this earth to idle away our
time or to throw away that precious gift
which is within the reach of all whom god
has created eternal life is extended unto
us by a merciful creator and we have the
opportunity of gaining an exaltation in the
kingdom of god if we have a mind to
improve it we have come here without a
kknowledgenowledge of a former existence we are
like strangers in a strange land the
knowledge that we have acquired guides
us to some extent enables us to gaia a
living and in part to understand the things
of the kingdom of god brethren and
sisters we are here as strangerstrangersalnin a strange
land and a guide Is what we want a guide
for our actions on the earth god has
glyenklyen us one he revealed a guide
through joseph smith the prophet and
others who havahave lived in modern times
and they have revealed the will of the al-
mighty unto the people we are not left
destitute so that wesee can be led away by
every manner of doctrine when we hearbear
people say lol here is christ lollo there
is christ we are not left to ourselves
neither have we to seek the advice of men
to know whether these expressions are
true or not because the spirit of the al-
mighty has testified unto us that the revelrevelo
actions contained in these books the book
of doctrine and covenants and the book
of mormon which we received through
joseph smith are true and they are given
unto us for our guidance

Is it necessary to ask this people if they
areacquainted with the revelations containconeon taini
ed in these books which have been given
unto us as a guide to eternal life in
the presence of god do we understand the
revelationsravelations contained within the lids of thosethese
books they contain blessings and truths
inestimable for they point the way back
into the presence of our god do we study
and understand them or are our minds
taken up with such light reading as
ally tends to distract the attention from the

espel there isia too
much fault finding and confusion and too
much of thothe world in the midst of this
peopleeople and especially in the midst of the
lattertatteratten day saints who awedwell11 in salt lake
city it is true that temptations are broad
casteaxt in our midst and we meet them on
every hand Bbuttit is that any reason that
wo should alvo way to them Is it any
reason that we should adopt the follies
and fashions of the world because they
have been introduced into our midst
well do I1 remnemrememberember the time when in
this city it was customary for the saints
to retire to rest without locking their
doors there was no necessity to
lock grainaries or stables or to
guard property as we are compelled
to do nownom but times have changed the
temp actions which the lord said should
overtake his people havohave come and they
havercomehave come for our salvation for with-
out them it would be impossible for us to
shewshow to god that we are for him and hisbis
kingdom and that under any and all cir-
cumstancescumstances we are determined to workworic
righteousness upon the earth I1 do not
complain because thesetheae temptations have
been introduced into our midst forfar they
are necessary if the lord sees fit to per-
mit them I1 have nothing to say only by
way of counsel and to exhort the saints
not to indulge I1in those things which would
have a tendency to grieve the
spirit of the lord I1 am aware
that these evils are not pleasant and pro-
bably if we could understand and compre-
hend evil without coming in contact witwith
it god would never have placed us on this
earth so far from our home so far from
those with whom we dwelt in the eternal
worlds liehe nevornever would havohayo placed us
hero but torfor our own good

here are the books thetho bible book ofmormon
I1 and the book of doctrine andcovenants which are given for a guide to

the people of all the earth if they will but
listen to them but they will not listen to
the book of mormon and the book of
doctrine and covenants and yet I1 have
failed to discover a learnedleirned man who could
take those books and tell where they dif-
fered in doctrine in the least they can
not do this because the doctrines of all
are the ramesame for they all proceed fromgod and they contain his plan for the sal-
vation of his children upon the earth
shall we obey the revelations which have
been given if I1 could have an answer
frombachfroeromdrommeacheach individual here todayto day profess-
ing to be a saint I1 have no doubt it would
be yes and if strangers and the na-
tions of the earth knew that we believe in
them as firmly as we believe in anything
on the earth they would saybay if you be-
lieve in them practice and obey them inevery particular and live according to
your conscience and the law which god
has givenen you 11 1I by the revelations of
the alalmightymighty uunderstand these boobooksks to
be true I1 know that jesus is the christnot because I1 have read it in the books
which I1 have named or because I1 have
heard joseph smith or others testify to it
but I1 know it by the revelations of
god just as others have known it
in formerinformer dispensations of the gospel and
just as others know it in this dispensation i

saints should livelire their religion they
should obey the principles which have
been revealed and which are contained in
these books but there laIs too much ignor-
ance concerning these revelations they are
not sufficiently studied or if studied they
alenot remembered if I1 am to judge from
what I1 see around me in traveling and
preaching among the people there is one
revelation which presses itself particularly
agn my mind and which I1 think the people
would obey if they congiconsidereddered that it came
from the almighty butnut as they do not
obey it I1 suppose they do not consider that
it came from god I1 refer to a revelation
given in the year 1833f called the word of
wisdom we fail to obey it todayto day and we
shall fail tomorrowto morrow unless we make a
short turn and determine in oureur own
minds that we will obey it how many of
usjis have disregarded that revelation in
every particular t it is to be found on
page of the doctrine and covenants
and it shadows to me that a time will come
in the midst of this people when a desol-
ating scourge will pass through our ranks
and the destroying angel will be in our
midst as hebe wieswils in egypt when he slew all
the firstbornfirstbornbonn of the egyptians god saysbays

the destroying angel shall pass by and
shall not harm you if you will observe to
do these things now if wowe believe this
revelation and I1 take it for granted that
we though may choose to doubt inmy own case and some others yet I1 assume
that as a people we believe it butbab what
assurance have we that that angel will pass
us by unless we do observe it no more
than the children of israel would have
had if they had failed to mark their doors
and lintelslinkels with the blood of a lambiamb as
moses had commanded them what ef-
fect would a failure to comply with this
commandment have had on them would
the destroyer have passed by the firstbornfirstborn
of israel 1I trow not I1 think the first
born of israel would have been slain as
well as the firstbornfirstborn of egypt that was
a revelation given by the lord to moses for
the salvation of israel the word of WIs
dom is a revelation given by the lord to
joseph smith furfor the salvation of this
people and if we disobey we have no more
assurance than israel hadbad that the destroy-
ing angel will passpase through our ranks and
leave us unscathed there isia botnot a father
or mother before me to ily who would
tikelike to see a child dorneborne away to the
ggraveyardve rd because of their disobedience
wellweli I1lightlit Is given it baslas come to us and
it inid torjoc us to obey it and to put into prac-
tice the commandmentscommandmentsmenta which god has
ilvenalveniven us it laIs true that thetho word of wis

om does not say anything about
drinking toa and coffee butbat our
leaders men inspired of the almighty
in whom wowe have fullfuli confidence have
told usua that it includes these things and
ithai should be sufficientclentclont for us the
word of wisdom saysbays that in those times
through the wickedness which is in the
hearts of men they would seek to destroy
this people by introducing into their
midst something deleterious to health
if these are not the exact words they aroano
tantamount now is it necessary for us
to observe the word of wisdom with re-
gard to tea and coffee just as much as
with regard to tobacco and liquor because
it has been soBO defined to us and I1 so un-
derstandderstand it

when I1 think of these things I1 think of
what I1 have seenbeen among the inen whohave
been called particularly to0o labor on our
railroads and in our operativecooperativeco institu-
tions what is the situation of some of the
joungyoung men who labor in these institutions
and railroads if they do not follow
the examples set by those who travel and
labor on other roads then I1 do not
understand it I1 find that our young
men are copying after the young men who
travel on other roads they smoke and they
drink with as much assurassuranceanco nsas though
they had followed it all their lives and I1
doubt not if they continue in the pursuit
of such practices they will become as pro

in other sins as some I1 have seen
elsewhereelseeisewherewhore if young monmen wish
to continuocontinue habits of thisthia kind I1 have no

0objections so far as I1 am concerned but I1
do not wish them to invade my household
I1 do not wish my children to keep the com-
pany of men of this classsanydo0 not wish my daughters to go
into the society of men even though
they profess to belong to this church who
will smoke drink and swear and who are
ready to commit all the other binssins contain-
ed in the catalogue if they hadbad the 4

eunity and were from under the eve of
those who would condemn them I1 know
these things exist upon our railroads and
also in our operativecooperativeco institutions more
or throughoutless this country now what
course shall we pursue with regard to these
things shall we foster them itif you see a
young man in a operativecooperativecooo store he dress-
es

dress-
ea better and has a little more means and
influence than other young men ofhis own
aggago in the community he exercises that
influence for good or for evil over the
minds of younger members otof the commu-
nity my sons see such young men smok-
ing anaand drinking and they baysay why
should not we and they will be likely
to until they arrive at years of diserediscretiontion
and get sense to know better some may
saybayay oh they will turn round by and by
andanand do better we have no business to
hope that when once these evil habits are
acquired by our children they will turn
round and do better when they

1 arrive at
years of maturity at least I have no
right to hope it on behalf of my own chil-
dren I1 hope to prevent it in their bruniI1 could not hope to stop it after they hallalladbad
oommencommenced and become confirmed in it
although in some cases I1 might succeed
butbat I1 wish to prevent it for I1 believe that
prevention is better than cunecuro

it is our business brethren and sisters
to put our foot upon these practices and to
discountenance and condemn them when
ever we seeree our youth practicing them
this people are not gathered here to prac-
tice the sins which are prevalent in baby-
lon at least I1 do not soBO understand it
the scriptures teach me and the spirit of
the lordnord bears testimony to cry unto the
peaple to come out of babylon and not to
drakdran babylon or its sins into our midst
they agrenotare not necessary for our happiness
ittit is astonishing to me when I1 look over
the people in this and other countries to
see thelmimmensethe mensemenso number who ueeube tobacco
and liquor I1 sometimes wonder how the
world lived so long without tobacco before
the discovery of america now nearly
everybody smokes or chews they did
without it before america was discovereddiscoverad
and they could now if they were so dis-
posed this people could if they would
and yet they are importing perhaps more
tobacco tea coffee and liquor than ever
before during their existence as a church
I1 believe this is the case from all I1 can
hear and learn on the subject this Is
wrong we can go into our settlements in
the north south east and west and it is
just asaa necessary to have tea coffee and to
bacco nowr as ever I1 can also
find that where there is an almost
boundless range and the people
have an unlimited number of stock
all their cheese is imported they eat states
cheesechoose there as they do in the eltyeity home
manufacture is neglected and our cows
are left to die on the range and
we are expending the very bonebona and
sinew of this community to get means to
import articles which we can raise in
abundance here this will ruin us as a
community if it is practiced long enough
these things may not be aquileo prevalent
as my words may imply I1 do not mean
to say that all the people disregard the
word of wisdom but I1 fear that the great
majority do itif the brethren who have
been called to occupy responsible positions
in the midst of the peopoopeoplepie failrail to observe
the word of Wisdom it will grieve the
spirit of the lord and if they do not turn
and repent they will leave this churchurchch
that is my faith if they continue to use
these things and to impress the minds of
the people with the idea that it is utterly
unnecessary to observe the word of wis-
dom they will lose the spirit of this work
and will eventually turn from itil the pre
siding elders of this church are called to
observe the word of wisdom and in all
things to set a good example before the
people that is their business and that is
their mission and as long as they live they
will never have a greater

brethren let us seek to understand and
practise these things and also endeavor to
instruct the minds of our wives and chil-
dren with regard to the principles contain
in these books endeavor brethren
to build up zion and not babylon
I1 think very often when I1 am speaking
the people of a remark to president
young he has been in the church a great
many years on one occasion only a very
few years after the church was organized
the prophet joseph counselledcounsellercounselled him and
others never to do another days work to
build up babylon and he has obeyed that
counselcouneelneol I1 know he has for twenty five
years past and I1 am ratiesatie flodfled he has from
the time the counsel was given

do we need to go away from home to
buildupbuild up babylon do we need to leave
this city to build up babylon no con-
tinuo

con-
tinue to indulge our fancies for fashion and
for the practicetico of those habits and customs
which a corrupt civilization has introduced
into our midst and wowe are building up
babylon in the most approved style that
is my belief our outside friends have
brought a gregreitgroitit many good things here
ththoythey1 0 havo improved our city they are
bbuildingu fine buildings and are expending

their capitalcapral liberally I1 do not object to
this butbat I1 do not want it to lead us from the
path of truth and to bring umUK into bondage
to sin and iniquity there is no necessity for
this if we wisely use that which god has
given us you remember the time
brethren after we haa been in this valley
a year or so we were in a manner naked
and barefooted and were a thousand miles
from any supply of clothing and it waswab
impossible for us to manufacture it for
there were no sheep in the country no-
thing to manufacture cloth with anand no
means to obtain it youyeu remember the
prophecy delivered herehenehereuponupon this block by
the late heber C kimball that within a
certain time a very brief period clotclothingbinahina
would be as cheap in salt lake city as iiiinnew york what prospect had we at that
time that his prophecy would be fulfilled
for a journey to tiie states and back again
then required months to perform and
there was seemingly no chance of a supply
of clothing from outside importation yet
within the time specified the prophecy
was literally fulfilled and clothing was far
cheaper in the streets of this city than in
the streets of newnow york this is only one
among the many prophecies which have
been delivered and fulfilled some of yoayou
rememberremembers and others of you have heard it
spoken of when president young in july
1847 while walking on this block about
where the temple now stands saldralasaidpaid to the
brethren who were around himhim if our
enemies will letiet us alone for tenton years we
will 9hskak no odds of them ten years thabthat
day brethren we got news that an armyarnay
had left the confinesconfinas of the states at that
time for utah what for their boast
was to destroy the mormonscormonsMormons did we
ask any oddsodda of them no did we ask
anything of them no we attempted to
give them supplies but they would not
receive them brethren this is the church
and kingdom of god and we sureare led by
holy men men inspired by the almighty
they give us a little now and a little then
we receive line upon line and precept upon
precept and if we give heed thereto god
will strengthen us and the kingdom will
grow and increase beneath our watchcasewatchcare

Is it necessary for us to remember the
prophecies and the revelations which have
been given for our salvation if we have
the truth thertheT gospel of the son of god
and we testify that we have it is just as
necessary for us to remember thetherethesere things
as it is for us to be saved in the kingdom
of god that is our position todayto day and it
is impossible for any human being who hashag
made covenant with the almighty to be
saved in his kingdom if he disregards the
revelations and counsels that areare given by
the servants of god I1 do not expect
strangers to understand and believe this as
we do strangers have not come here for
the purpose of identifying themselves
with the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints but the people to whom I1 am
talking came here for that express purpose
they came here for their souls salvation
thethey want to be saved in the kingdom ofgod thoythey hadhed the testimony in the old
countries in the states or wherever they
received the gospel that god had revealed
himself to the children of men and that his
kingdom was established on the earth and
they received light and intelligence which
they never before possessed they came
here to build up the kingdom of god andaud
that kingdamo is rolling forth and increas-
ing and will continue to do but are we
giving way to folly and fashion to such an
extent as to blind our minds to the great
purpose we had in coming here I1 hopenope
not I1 hope that we are living our relig-
ion

brethren I1 testify to you that this is the
kingdom of god and that you are in a
faith that will lead you back into the pres-
ence of your father and god I1 also testi-
fy that if the people of the nations of the
earth will obey the gospel they will receive
salvation at the hands of the almighty
and if they reject it they will receive con-
demnationdemdomnation at hisbis hands at the last dayedaymay god bless you amen

FOREIGN NOTES
archbishop manning has offereded to

take all the roman catholic orphans
oltoff the hands of the st pancras guagli
ansana if they pay him four shillings a
week for each child the expense under
the managementmanamansgementgemant of the guardians being
now sixbix shillings for each orphan

the multiplication of railways in the
east seems destined not only to spread
the blessings of civilization but the
eursecurse of as well MU
fernand a well known french physphyll
clanelan has recently called public notice
to the fact thabthat the development of the
continental system of railways has aid-
ed in the propagation of asiatic chol-
era to an alarming extent

the management of the royal
drama in berlin is indignant at the
conductconductorof we learn from
an announcement which appeared in
the german papers invested with all
the dignity and authority ofdf ommoffofficiallelal
form it seeing thadthat when lucca arriv-
ed at liverpool ehebhe wrote a letter to the
authorities declining to come back to
berlin whereupon these gentlemen de-
clare that they regret to announce
die frau
lucca has broken her contract


