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provides for what are popular-
ly known asaa the congressional electors
for president by cocongressionalagress lonal ddistrictslotricas
created for that purpose the legisla-
tion was of course accompanied by a
nownew congressional apportionment andabd
the two statutes bring the electoral vote
of the state under the influence of the
gerrymanderterrymander

these are the words of the president
he fears the gerrymander as a

probable development from the michi-
gan method and recommends a con-
stitutional amendmentawenamendmentdment requiring the
choice of electors on a general ticket
he went so far in hisbis message as to

give a general historical synopsis of

the method of electing presidents in
the past previous to 1832 there was

no uniform system in some states
the choice was made by the legisla-
tures in others by districts but more
generally by the voters of the whole

state a general ticket the last
method finally prevailed iuin every
state iuin the union except south caro-
lina which did not adopt it until after
the war this method president harr-

ison desires to be retained by consti-
tutionaltut

I1

ional amendment making it a strict-
ly national system but limiting the
territorialterri districts to the states as

already constituted

for several years past this question

of presidential electors has been a
good deal talked about debating
clubs reform societies and politicians

are in general more or less inclined to

the system of electing a president by

direct vote ofef the people at large as the
nearest to the spirit of pure democracy

inn fact it was this public sentiment
which I1impelled the present democraticDemocrada

granger legislature of michigan to

adopt the congressional district sys-

tem so far asan the district goes the
people under that system have a direct
voice in electing that president the
elector chosen may be a democrat a
republican or a farmersFarmersP alliance
man just aaa the majority or plurality
determines

but thenie president sees in this sys-

tem a probable abuse of it in the way

of gerrymandering 12 if such isin

likely to prevail in the election of a
president why not in the election of

members of congress under any
system bood lers and spoil seekers will
10lodo everything to help themselves into
power and perhaps the michigan
method is more susceptible to crooked
trading between bosses than the pre-

vailing state general election system
A wesboss may be able to control a dis-
trict when he cannot control a state
however the suggestions of president
JSflarrison on this issue are worthy of
consideration

A PROPOSED MORMON STATE

thic new york press hasbaa a long edi-
torial on the subject of the admission
of arizona into the union we give
it more than passing attention because
the mormon fl question is made a lead-
ing feature of the article and it is
headedbeaded A proposed mormon state

on the general question of the ad
mission of territories the press tois

sound it says
the territorial condition is not in-

tended to be intended to be permanent in
the case of any american community
and the territory should become a state
whenever it is proved that a standard ex-
istsests high enough and american enough

i to justify a state organization

this is correct american doctrine
but unfortunately in its application
other ideas are permitted to take a
more prominent place than this theory
and party politics often interfere and
overbalance the high standard
which a territory has reached in all

essential
As to the position which arizona hasbaa

acquired the press Isa willing to waive
the objection that might be urferd as to
its mexican population because by
treaty pledge they munt be treated as

american citicitizenszem but we are
told the population of arizona is
about and of them more than

are mormonscormonsMormons
wenweh must not they also be treated

as american citizens if the press

will take the trouble to inquire it will
find that thesethem mormon 11 settlers in
arizona are among the very best
people of the territory to their in-
dustry order and general good
qualities asan progressive citizens
is due not only the present
prosperity of the prospective state but
the very conditions which render
feasible and proper its admission into
the union what tois there against
them who can tell with any degree

of directness and truth the press
says

in arizona the polygamous sect with
its despotic hierarchy and itsils dark secrets
and methoduismethod sis flourishing and politically
formidable with the buttress of state-
hood raised to protect it fromithrom federal in-
terferenceterference mormonism might well aban-
don utah for a nownew dominion in arizona
and there bid defiance to any interfer-
ence 1

what a pity it is that nownew york
0editors will try to write about affairs in
the far westwea when they know nothing
about them their talk puts one in
mind of newly arrived sprigs of
english aristocracy who expect
to see swaggering cowboys with
big revolvers in the streets of gotham
and to go outside of town a little way
to hunt bear and buffalo these dark
secrets jl the despotic hierahierarchyreby athethe

polygamous sect 1 and all the rest of0

the stuff that the press amcisassociatestes with
mormonism are only bugaboosbuga boos to

warescare eastern tenderfeettenderfeet with
ask the prominent and best gen-

tile residents of arizona as to the
c mormon citizens of the territory
and the answers received will be suf-
ficient tpto dissipate all the alarms that
disquiet people in the east who have
no reason for terror seeing they are
thousands of miles from the imaginary
danger the press says further

I1 the convention which recently framed
a state constitution for arizona deliber-
ately concluded to place no obstruction
in the way of these mormonscormons gaining
control of the state the testteat oath ap-
plied in idaho to mormonscormons exercising
the franchise was rejected in arizonaArizongL

ap

well ought not that to be sufficient
to show the pressfrew the folly of its wnown
tearsfears if the people of arizona in
convention assembled decided to place
no obstruction in the way of the mordemor

monsmono whom they have among them
why should a new york editoreditojr so far
away who has no part in the matter
want to raise an obstruction

but arizona would not copy the
idaho teat oath of course not the
convention showed its stood sense and
its appreciation of the mormon s citi-
zens of the territory there is no
need of it and it is a disgrace to ida-
bo as its best citizens of both parties
already concede arizona once tried
it to please certain cheap and
paltry politicians but soon found out
its error and swept the anomalous
provision from its statutes the ab-
sence of the blotch upon its constitu
tion is one of the many claiclaimsa that
instrument has upon the admiration of
true americans of both parties

the pressfrem quotes the objection urged
by an arizona officialclai who by the byjby
has gained the execration of both rep-

ublicans
re-

publicpublic ans and democrats
owing to the junction of arizona with

utah it would be easy to soao colonize the
territory with mormonscormons by either polit-
ical

olit
party which they might be inmondinclined

to favor as to absolutely control the
affairsaffairsr of the state for a long time and it
isin true that they ddo now hold the balance
of political power in arizona

now will the press just think long
enough to grasp thesethene simple facto
wyoming joins utah on the eateast
asam arizona does on the south wyo-
ming is close to the populated portionsportion
of utah arizona is renatte from them
wyoming contains a large proportion
of cormonsmormonsMor mons 2 P in itits population it
was claimed that they held the bal-
ance of political power there wyo-
ming would have no test oath in her
constitution she is now a state in
the union there is no attempt to
4 colonize it with cormonsmormonsMormons 00 there
Isia no change in its affairs in that re-
spect everything goesgoe on in wyo-
ming so far as the cormonsmormonsMormonssP are


