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power to wield the military and naval forces of the coun-
try 1

I

mr wellerweiler when did you find that outut laughter
mr seward the pepiepeople wiilwill be consulted enon that sub

jact andandy resuming hebe said that his belief was that
there was no necessityfor violence tutbut that prudence and
moderation will attain a settlement of the question with-
out disturbiiiili iniz thehe peace of the countrycoucon uror endangering
the union liehe proposed to keep coolscool and meet the queques-
tion on its merits ilehe trusted soon to admit kansas as a
state there being already twenty five thousandthousandgand people in
that territory

on motion of mr douglas the reports were ordered
printed

adjourned
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My brethren sisters and friends I1 have re-
joiced in the return of this anniversary of the
rise of the church and to see so many of those
that wetye have reason to believe love the truth
assembled in general conference in beholding
and seeing the faces of so many aas were assem-
bled on yesterday and as are here todayto day to
feel the spirit beholdbeheld the unanimity anand the
good feeling that adearadeanappear to exist and the dis I1

patchatch by which we are enabled to transact
Ebusinessus iness and in reviewing the past looking at i

the present and contemplating the future my
heart hasteenhas been cheered I1

I1 have been highly edified and interested and
have had reason to rejoice in looking at the
saints gathered in from the north and from the
south from the east and from the west who j

have met to rejoice and reflect upon the things
of god I1 have rejoiced while listening to the
edifying0 discourses which have been dedidedddeliveredvered
I1 have notn ot heard anything more useful and more
to the point in a ionlonon time than the discourse
on yesterdayF berday in the 70forenoonforenoon it was practical i

ancilanttiand instructiveinstructive and all its points just the ad
vice and counsel that is needed at the present
time nor have I1 been less edified and instructed
in the remarks made asi conceive in the spirit
ofor prophecy in a great measure that flowed
from my brother yesterday in the afternoon a
parting discourse as we may saliballcallcail it as liehe ex
pacts soon to depart to a foreigna land on the
other side of the ocean

I1 have also been led to reflect much in con-
templatingtem plating that this is the year since the
restoration of the church of god visibly as an
organization upon the earth twenty six years
have rolled away in the experience of this
church and it naturally I1leadseads the mind to con-
template upon the past and past events will
rise in review the memory will fall back upon
them and whether we look at the past the
present or the ffutureaurt ththe mmindin d cannot but view
itjt if it is constconstituteditut like mine oior influence bby
the same spirspiritatthathat mine is influenced by with
pleasure and delight

twenty sixsix years ago the cominer sFsummerummer
mine eyes glanced over the book of mormon
and I1 afterward heard the voice of the servant
of the lord andad enenjoyedoyed the smiles and the
blessings of the propstprophet joseph and his brother
hyrum and received under their hands and
that of oliveroiiver cowdery the priesthood or a
portion off it and the keys and power of the
same they having received it from the minis-
tering of angels to be carried tp all the peopeople
of the earth and at that time all the peopeople of
this church upon the fau of theethe eartharth could
have been assembled in the vestry of this taber-
nacle without being much crowded

the joy which filled my bosom in reading that
sacred record wakingm up our animmindsIs and givinggivin
us the knowledge of the past dealings of god
with the inhabitants of this vast western hem-
isphere and of a nation of people as ancient as

abraham or of the Jared ites and div
1ilg us a knowledge also of a branch of scattered
IsisraelI1r

i

aelaei led away from the land of their fathers
goo0 o years before christ and the glorious fact
the most important of all others in the book
ahat the risen jesus in his glorified immortal
flesh and bones set his feet upon this western
hemisphere and ministered publicly to thou-
sands and thousands of the Nephites blessed
them revealed to them hishia gospel in its ful
ness and was glorified in their presence and
thousands of them had the privilege of bowing
at his feet of bathing his feet with their tears
and of kikissingasingI1 them and of handling him and
seeing and behobeholdingid in the wounds that were
pierced in his side awann hishia hands and feet and
of hearing the words of salvation and the com-
mandments

1

mandamemand mentstl s of god from his own mouth and
then from day to day they had the privilege of
assembling in general conference and heariehearing
his prophecy ings andanahishis remarks on the propeproph-
ecies of the prophets referring to himself and
to others prophecies also conconcerningberning this our
day and the coming forth of this work to us
and the visions that should appear and be given
at the opening up of this dispensation allali these
thinthinsthings9 received in faith in my heart and by the
spiritspirlpi of knowledge and of light and of under-
standing and of hope and joy and charity filled
my heart in a way that I1 never can express to
any being mohaveto have the same joy understood it
must be experienced

nor have I1 been disappointed in my hopes
ances nce I1 embraced this gospel after 20 years
of progress progressive fulfillment of the thinthingsthinss
spokenen by thatat redeemer to the Nephites andand

the thingslintin s written by his commandment and
broughtrotrol forthorth unto us I1 not only believe but I1
realireailrealize and knowklownow bybry the spirit of the lord as
well as a man knows anything that lie sees and
liarsli ars and better too for a man might be de-
ceived in seeing1 or in hearinhearing but I1 knew these
things by that lightight that reflects on the under-
standing and in which there is no mistake nor
deception by that I1 knew that the work was
true and that joseph smith the finder trans-
lator and the restorer of the priesthood upon

the earth was a prophet and an apostle ofbf je
stissus christ a restorer raised up according to
that which is written to bring back and com-
mit unto the personerson appointedpointed those covenants
those keys those orordinances

appointedaTfinancesinances that gospel aaland
planpianianlan of salvation which were had in old timestutbut which had been suspended and lost from
the enjoyment of the people I1 say that he was
such I1 had a knowledge and an understand-
ing

hele was only about 24 or 25 years old when
I1 first met him and I1 became intimately ac-
quaintedquainfaintedted with him and his brothers and withEhis fathers house and I1 remained so so far as
I1 was not separated by foreign missions until
his death andana did I1 not know and do I1 not know
and bear testimony that he lived and that he
died an apostle andadd prophet of jesus christ
and from the day of his death or long before
that until the jrepresentsent I1 have been intimately
acquainted and associated with the apostles of
this church and kingdom under all circumstan-
ces whether in sickness or in health whether in
the midst of life or in death whether in pros-
perity or adversity whether abounding or suf-
fering want whether by sea or land whether
inin the midst of peace or of mobs and oppres-
sion and do I1 not know that pres young and
his counselors and the other apostles associa-
ted with him in this church hold the keys of
salvation that they hold that authority which
administers life and salvation to the obedient
and the humble and which to reject is condem-
nation wherever it exists to every soul of man
upon the earth yes I1 do know it and I1 do
this day bear testimony of it and that gloriousclorious
gospel in its falness which was restomrestored to the
earth 26 vearsyearsyears ago that filled my heart with
joy and charity and love for my fellow men
and with a desire to do good and to impart the
truth as it is revealed

ilashas it become dim and waxed cold in my
heart or departed from it I1 say unto you no
but if it be possible for a man to rejoice more
than I1 rejoiced 26 years ago I1 say if it be pos-
sible

os
then I1 rejoice more to day than I1 ddid on

yesterday and more than I1 did 26 years ago and
why because my heart is larger it was full
then it is full now and although outwardly
and accordiaaccording to the flesh and in the world I1
may be in tribulation and sorrow and care and
labor and anxiety yet in jesus christ there is
peace in the falness of the gospel there is joy
in the spirit of god there in gladness and
whether we look to the past we rejoice with
thanksgivingLZ I1 and whether wee look to chegesthe pres-
ent our hearts seem to grow larger and wwheth-
er

eth
we look to the future there is hope and a ful-

lness of joy and we increase in understanding
andaiand whyhy because the spirit that is in us sheds
forth in abundance in our souls joy and satis-
faction and the gospel inspires usits with a degree
of knowledge and light andabid certainty in regard
to what we are about in regard to the work we
aarere engaged0 in and the prospects that lie before
us

we know for what we labor aithoaltho in the
flesh subject to mortality and its weaknesses
we may be partially asleep or in other words
we may know in part comprehend in part
prophesy in part and hope in part not
andand realizing the falness nor the thousandth
pare of the falness that will be in
the progress of this work but after we see
enough of it to serve us for the time being and
we enter into it with sufficient comprehension
to rejoice with a heart full of joyay and of satis-
faction it inspires us to act witht aallail11 oar iihearteart
might mind and strength

I1 have often been reminded by the faithful
laborers in this church the presidency and oth-
ers of the parable in the book of mormon that
these latter day laborers should be called to
pruneprune the vineyard of the lord it says that

their numbers were few but they did go to la-
bor with their might 7 and it says the lortlon
labored with them 11

well do they not do so do not the old
prophets and apostles help us have we not
their aid and their influence in our favor ze-
nos and many other prophets are hehelping11

ll11 us
lehi and all the prophets understood tthee prin-
ciple

rin
of union and concentration that woulwould

necessary in the last days and nephi in brinbring-
ing tipup this prophesy which was uttered by
prophet zenos and putting it in his book
that he considered it of importance to the peo-
ple of god and it is written there that we
see and understand how it was that the
work of the last days wasvas to be fulfilled

Is it not being fulfilled every whit
not the eleventh hour laborers been called
are not their numbers few and have
not labored with all their might many of them
hevontwe wontvont say all because there are many
but few chosen but those chosen men that
been faithful have not denied the faith nor de-
parted from the labors assigned them nor for-
saken thetile cause but have held on and held
all the day long and many more laborers
more recent date have they not labor
all their might temporally and spiritually
verily I1 savsay unto you veayea and the lord
labored with and if you want the
look around here what else but the power
these laborers and the power of the almighty
god with ththommthornm could have led these th
and tens of thousands of latter day saints
seas deserts through the mountains overcom-
ing every obstacle and then have sustained

I1 in these valleys did not the almighty
I1 with them when he clothed them and fed them
was not his eveeye aveiover them in providing circum-
stances through which they might be fed
clothed and have the necessaryesstry comforts
life when he caused them tti flourish in
midst of a desert couconcountry when he
the gentiles to pass through here with all
of tools clothing shoes seeds with cattle

I1 horses flour bacon powder and lead from
I1 frontiers bf the United states and throw tb
I1

down at the feet of this people cheaper

they could buy them where the articles were
produced

did not the lord labor with his servants and
with this people yes he did and when they
had made the track where neither wagon nor
horse tracks had been seen forfolt hundreds of
years and for hundreds of miles of the journey
and made the bridges and crossed the streams
they had not more than made a commencement
onin their journey when five hundred men were
calledailed for by the united states to go to the seat
ofif the mexican war and these men took
california and made it secure to the govern-
ment of the united states

when these men were discharged from
government service two thousand miles from
their friends and without means toreturn did
not he guide them to bring forth the treasures
of the earth to bring forth the shining dust
and turn the world upside down andand did
he not cause persons from all parts of the
earth to follow in their wake with their imple-
ments their provisions and their various kinds
of tools from the united states to this country
and when they came here they found them-
selves too heavily laden their animals worn
out but they were bound to press onward and
hence they stripped for the race and harnessed
for the bahleybahlesbattlebattie to see who would reach the gold
mines first

well suppose a man had stood up and proph-
esied before the battalion went to ulcaliforniaalifornia or
when we were first driven out from illinois that
we should ever be prospered clothed and fed
until we could come here into these mountains
and raise food for our own sustenance who
would have believed it

and suppose a man had prophesied thus
the gentiles will follow you like a flowing
stream by scores and hundreds and thousands
and they will bring their flour aandnd bacon their
sugar and dry goodsdds their tools and imple-
ments of husbanhusbandryry their iron and everything
that is of use and pour them out at your feet
so that your evryevery want will be supplied and
the treasures of the earth would open under
your feet and the treasures of the ancient
mountains shallshail be opened unto you and the
clouds shall drop down their rains suppose
that all this hadllad been prophesied also that
great salt lake city would become the great
central seat of government for this country and
that the gentiles would come like a mighty
flowing stream and that we should after all
our difficulties be sustained who would have
believed it why some one would have said
this is wild anth it is too good to be
true

well this people came sustained them-
selves on the journey and arrived in this desert
country plowed up the parched earth and put
in their seeds after bringing hemthem more than
a thousand miles bbesides what they had to
bring to sustain themthemselvesseMes on their journey
and they have lived until now on what they
could raise in these deserts who ever heard
such things and yet the very moment that
we are triedtried some of us are complaining and
you will finzand that our stores are not overflow-
ing with plenty and the insects eat our grain
nearly every thing is destroyed bby the grass-
hoppers and drouth and we are tienthen brought
to ourselves

for these trying times some will begin to savsaysay
in their hearts the lord has forsaken usits anilan
the lord has forgotten us but he will show
that he hath not can a mother forget her
suckling child say mothers can you forget
your infant children peradventure youyon may
but it is not likely yet thothol a mother may for-
get

for-
zet her child when it cries with hunger vetyet the
lord says he will not forget zion ilehe maymav
show that he is displeased withwish the acts cof
some he may hide his face from them in his
justice yet in his loving kindness begillhe will chas
lseisetse them biltbut helie will mamakee a way for their es-
cape brethren will his friends ever forsake
him 7 or will he ever forsake them no nev-
er

to sinners he hashaa never made any promise
but that they shall be rewarded according to
their works but to the saints that keep the
commandments and abide in the gospel of
jesus christ and to them that do believe and
know his will liehe has made these but those
who have known him and in the layday of tribu-
lation forsaken his laws will be beaten wih
many stripes to all those who stanstand firm
and steadfast when the love of many shall wax
cold because of the famine and pestilence and
preatgreat trials with which the saints of god are
to be tried before the judgments pass from the
house of god to the viiiiiwickedeked to all such he liillsliishisis
made preciousvs promises and they will be ful-
filled and the promises concernconcerninging thines to
the house of israel as well as to the saints of
the most high will surely be fulfillerfulfilleIedorbaorcorfor thosthose
promises hold good to the other sisidee of hethe
vailvallvailorvallor althoaithoalthoughugh the remnants of israel are n t
yet in the church although not in the coven-
ant yet they are beloved for their fathers sake
and theahe promises have claim on thahmm belange
of the promises made to their fathers and tho
these their children do not understand it andanti
tho thetheyv are in a state of ipignorancemrmorm rance not know
ing the lordhord ignorant in relation to the prom-
ises obtained by the obedience of their aither3
yet the promises extend to themas well as to
us latter day saints

do youyon suppose these promisepromises will be ful-
filled I1 know they will I1 knew they
twenty six years ago this summer I1 knew it
chenihenhan I1 have testified ttbo it ever since I1 know
it now and thothol heaven and earth should pass
iwayaway yet not one jot nor one tittle of the
drooropromisesdrom aises of god concerning the latter day
saints concerning zion concerning JenijerusalemsAlem
concerning the jews concerning the laman
ites concerning the remnants of joseph con-
cerning the seedbeed of lehilehl or concerning thaden
tribes of israel or any of the branches thereof
not one will fail but heythey all will be fulfilledfulfilled
in their time and in theirtheirs season

the work has rolled on progressively up 0too
thehe present time not one jot or tittle has rolled

outut of its placebutbuthut it has moved on harmonious-
ly and it will continue to progress and all the
promises will be fulfilled

in order to aid in their fulfillmentfulfilment the lat-
erter day saints the faithful those who hold
thehe keys of this ministry must fill their store-

houses with grain their treasures with the
comforts of life their cellars will vegetables
and all kinds of food which can be preserved
and this will be done in the own due time of
the lord

whatever straits whatever poverty andard
however long they may last yet the lord will
smile upon us and we shall again have plenti-
ful harvests and however much there may ap-
pearear to be in the world at the present yet inthefhethe own due time of the lord they will need
bread and provision and the necessaries of
life and if faithful to theth council given we
shall be able to succor the poor and have
means to help the laborers and the mechanics
and to supply the wants of the needy

we shall be able to call into requisition the
skill of the able mechanics to have the bene-
fit of machinery and we shall have all the
skill and allali the power and all the wisdom
and all the treasures and all the means neces-
sary to build iiup zion gather the people tere-
deem israel futfitfulfillfill the promises and build the
holy temples and cities of our god redeem and
bring about the restoration of the living and
administer for the dead and do all things ne-
cessary to accomplish the purposes of god
whereunto we are called

who will live to see it we will live to seesec
a great deal of it before we die but in one
sense of the word we all will live to see it
for we will never die but we shall part with
our bodies and beyond the vail we shall
then be no less interested in this great and glo-
rious work

I1 know some people are apt to think while
the latter day saints 6arere a small people and
considering what we sift out and what go to
california and the states and with one thing
or another that we do not increase vervveryvery fast
and that we cannot accomplish all these thugsgs
that were predictedredic ted

well I1 todo not expect that the latter day
saints will accomplish the work I1 never
they would I1 will tell you my opinion nomy
knowledge and my testimony call it opinion
if you please the lattelatterr day saints never
expect to do it all themselves but they expect
reinforcements of the former day saints and
that the two will carry it all out

you know the prophecy of daniel about the
kingdom and the greatness of the kingdom un-
der the whole heavens being given to the
saints of the most high god to possess it for
ever and forever you have read it and no doubt
uunderstand it

well a mock court underthe administration
of austin A king since governor of missouri
while joseph smith and others were taken by a
mob and were made subject to this inquisition
and to a mock trial and while undergoing this
mock trial the question was put to a witness
do tthesetese people these mormonscormonsMormons believe in

this verse in the prophet daniel and at the
same time quoting it yes said the witness
Put that down said the ludgejudge it is a strong

point for treason but says one of the lalaw-
yers

w-p
in defence judge you had better put the

bible down for treason
that was a very suitable reply but mind

vouyou the text does not siy that the latter day
saints would possess the kingkinzkingdomdom but it says
that the saints of the most high and of course
that includes the latter day as well asis all the
former day Saints frofromm adam down to the end
of timetimp 1

well then when the former day saints reir
force the latter day saints and all the pow-
ers of heaven are in the midst of zonzion and all
the people from adam and from jesus christ
ind from the least and last latter davday saint
all combine their faith and their works and
their powers and their gifts I1 would leave it
to any intelligent person in christendom wheth-
er or no they will not be able to do this

I1 say they will I1 know it but to saygay thatthai the
latterlitter dav saints ever undertook itis not cor-
rect for they never undertook any such thingthino
it is as I1 told them in california in public de-
bates and every where throughout the state
where I1 hadhid an opportunity of speaking to
them and while they were threatening the
sword because they

1
could not get the governor

olt0 it of the chair I told them to theirheir faces
that they need not morryworry themselves about the
litter daybay saints undertaking that jebjob f r
they never would and they reverreser would bpbe
strong enoenoughagh but the saints of the mos highiilah
had undertaken it and I1 told them that these
would reinforce the latter dav saints and
thanthen they will all combine together and they
will do itft for it hahaqhai to be done anait will be
accomplished and this is what weire are here for
to dav it is what we arearpar assembled at this con-
ference and WPwe never hadllad but that one object
IAlii view neither have we now whether we
erme togetherI1 to sing pray propprophesyliesy or blessbess
tnto saw wood or to chopchon ifit inin the kanyon if we
are saints we never had but this ona object in

i viewmew
just so with theth former day nev-

er had anythingany thing in view in heaven or on earth
bitbut this one object in relation to the earth and
the inhabitantsinhabitanti thereof and that was to rulerille
and reirelreinn on the handovereart it and over the
elemenelementstg and over the people and over all
kinkings and all presidents and all governors and
all rulers andall powers hatthat exist upon this
planet and finallyfilially over death and hell anian I1
the devil add allaisalkhis hosts and th last enemy
that will be conqueconqueredredonon this earth is death

lofso it miswrittenis written
wellweil that is the object brethren iq it not

of our comtom together into these mounwounmountainsmountaintain i


