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Dewer lorm of this s still the eoclesias-
'ltcnl language of the Byrian Chries-
}ans. Very early It produced s rich

literature §p ecclesiastical bistory and
eﬂlﬂgy.

DECEMBER TWEN1Y-THIRD.

The Lwenty-third of December of
®A0h year is a special reminder to the
Latter.gay Salnte of the meroy and
Roouness of the Bavlor of mankind 1n
Tevealing apew His Goepel in this
Glepeneation, preparstory to Hie second
Ooming, The reseon for the dale
Damed goeupyiog this relation is be-
Caugp it Is the birthday of the grenat
P'Dphet of the latter days, who wne
telepied us the servar | of God throngh
Whom the new revelation {0 mabkind
Wan given,ip fulfiiment of the prophe-
¢les of holy men, A postles and Prophets,
of  pl4, who epoke ss they were
Ioved upon by tbe Holy Ghost.
To the Prophet Josepb Bmith as a hoy
the Lord voucheafed a privilege given
o no other as far as hielory bas re-
Vealed—ihat of a pereooal vielta-
Uon of the Father and Bon; and 1o his
*ubsequent oareer there wers the
Winisiratlons of angels who instructed
bBim yp the divii e will, the conferring
Upon him of the authorl ¥ of heaven
Bslowed In the Apustleship, and
lboge vislona and gifts of tbe Bpirit
%hloh ypabled him to organize anew

the Church of Jesus Christ upop
the earth, preparatory to the
time when the Hend ano
Fonuder rhall come to enrth and

Telgn as Lord of jords and King of
Kings. Apdin biscalliog ss the fofe-
Tunper of the second coming of Chriet,
be Prophet Jo eph Bmith la the
Rrentest of His Propbets whom the

Id haessent to earth.

To the Latter-day Bainte it mnilers
DOt what may be the viaws of those
Who du pot believe In the divine osll-
B2 and mission of the Prephet Jeseph
Wilh; the Baiots know bis oalling
804 misejop to be divine—that be wae
5 Prophet of God, and tbat the Al
E“Ehly 8o declarvs him Inthe powers of
o2 Goepel of Uhriat thut bave attended
6d do now attend the work to which
w'i gave his life. As it war
e'-h Joseph when he recelved the first
vl‘:"vnly vieitation—be had seen a
ro”-ﬂn und beheid a glorious ligbt sur.
w“nﬂing two beavenly personager
haqo 8poke to bim, be knew Lhat he
thay bud this experience, und he koew
deg God koew 1L, and he could not
MF lt—sp i1 1a with the Lalter-day
m‘“"- Tbey know that Jorenbh Bmith
Almla Prophet, they know that Lhe
Ormnsmy recogn z:a and upholds the
Jo8e 2nces and Priesthrod recelved by
Cbybl 80U tranamitted by him to the
py} ©0s they Enow thal tbe Gos-
the Kit8 med puwers are with
alnle, apd they know thal
» nod they cannot deny
Who g Whatever other people
think © ot have this koowledge may
Deras . Dowever they may ridicule, or
i BU‘B. of treat lightly theme facts,
Abty, !Il:{.tn cannot do otherwise than
po““ﬂoyn ;:l.e Enowledge they are in

Do work acoomplished by the
Io"'“ll;r'f"y Baluts ia a ||ving wilnees
Pl‘o;: "‘J"b’llrntlon whiob attended the

nl:;t "i 08¢ ph Bmith.Th~ record of the
® 10 Onlo, Missourl, Illinots, Uta b,

and elsew here, In thelr fidelity through
perseqution, thelr industry, their
integrity, their temperange, their
virine, thelr mutusl love and unlop,
and the material prosperity which at-
lende them, sll pcombine In testimony
of this one (+ot—the divine oalling ol
Joeeph Bmith #8 an Apostie of the
Liord Jesus. Wilbouteuch a call there
would bave been no Utab as It fe
todsy, no Mormon ovmmunify to
make §is deserte to bloom anmd o trape.
form §ts wilderpess into rich eardens;
no temple bulldipg io Kirtland,
ip Nauvpo, tn this Btate, snd n¢
selection of the eite for the great
temple 1a Jaokson ooonty, Misepurl,
none of the saorificea for the restored
Gowepel thet bave marked every nbid.
log pince ot the Haints and bhave
capsvd that Gospel to be proclalmed in
every land to whiecb Mormon mlssion-
arleshave agcess, A divine revelation
was Decvssaly to tbe altalbment of nali
Ible; and It wes the Propbel Joseph
Bmith, in obedience to that revelstion,
who led the Balnts to Ohio, to Mis.
sour!, and to Illincle, who pointey
thelr way to these valleys of the
Rooky Mountalne and predioted their
progress here, and who ipdicated tbe
ultimule regalning of thelr rigbts in
Misaouri apd ail other places from
which they were expelled by mobo-
oratio iotolerance,

Under a full comprebenaion of these
fngis, it is no wonder thst esoh anni-
versary of the hirth of this great man
I8 & epecia! remionder of the work
which he was the Instrumenl, in the
bande of the Liord, of 1ostituting, and
whioh 18 oonstantly Increasing in its
iofluence among mankiod for their
aatvution from every 1il, snd their
crowning ttiumpbh in the mansions of
plerpal bljse. 1t 12 the work of the
diepeneation of the fullness of timee,
in which the Almighty unites all dis.
pensations of Hia grace glven 1o man-
kind on this earth—a purpoas Lhat will
oot fall oi accompilebment, It in as
the Apostle nod Prophet who elande
at the head of this dispenesaiion—tbe
hvmble, fsithful, divinely finepire
servant of the Liord who fulfilled the
aquty sesigned him—tbst the Latters
day Baints booor the Propbet Jossph
Smith in rememherine with rever-
epce lbe annpiversary of bls birtb,
giving pralee over nll to the Lord for
His infinite gooduess Ip touobing their
bearts"with the glorione mMmessage O
the everiastipg (Goepel whioch He has
revealed anew to mankiod.

1HE REPORT ON CUBA.

The report on Cuba ol the Benate
committee on forelgn relstions s ap
interesiing dooument, Its tone is calm
and dignifled and the foroe of ite loglo

ia frresistible. It ahowa thal all preo-
dents in Europe, in Asla and in
America prove the right aod obligs
tioo of ap Interested power t» interfere
tn the affalre of a neigbbor, whenever
it s olear tbat the respousible gov-
erasmept [s unsble (o malntaln pesace
and order,or whenevergreatnational ip.
tereate areatstake. Ila Tevommendation
for ipterference in Quba ia founded on
the fact that Bpaln bae abpul demon-
eiTated nerin biity to establieb a peace-
tal pondition snd that the bloodshed
must contibue L0 po purpore, unlerr
terminated by some third party. There

=

ts good grouod fer recognizing Cuba’s
government. Ithes maintaiped ltselr
on the i{slapd for two years; iterarmy
hag proved equal to 200,000 Spanish
soldiers, and ite dipiomatioc corps la
woll organized, The Cuban patriols,
therefore, bave more claims to recog-
oition than bad Greece, Bervia, Bul-
garia or, in fact, nuy of the new statee
oreated only by the diolum of the
Europesn powers.

The report further psints out that
the polloy proposed !s o perteot acoord-
apce with the principles oo whicn the
famous M oroe dootrine rests,and that
the wappllcation of these principlee
1s of vital lmportance to the Upited
Atater. European domiostlon of the
Western world must grasoally cease.
Bl the Upited Siutes does not invite
an armed co: fliot with the Bpanish
goveIlnment. ‘'ne Cuban war should
be termipsted and oo Congress rosts
the duly to coneider by what means
this end best can be aconmpllahed,

The probable action of Congress upon
tbis report will now he awalted with
much interest. The feeilog Is general
tbhut the Cuban trouble should be
saitled without delay, and it 1s to be
boped that it oap be accomplished
witbout plupginz two countries Into a
Jdestructive war, whiobh undoubledly
wonld entall muocb sscriflce of life and
property on both eldes.

THE ELECTION LAW RULING.

The declsion of the Btate Suprems

court in the electlon ocass will be re-
celved hy the people with astisiaction
and gratitude. ‘This feeling 18§ not
osnfiged to one politioal party, but is
shared hy cltizens of all phades of
politics) opinloc, The questions raieed
invoived rights in the exerciee of hroad
citizenship rather thap snything uf a
political casl; and while thels was oo
objection to mny one guestionlog the
valldity of the election law bhaving all
doubt set sslde by the court,thefessling

of the people was thal the decie-
fon should be in & llos that
conser ved the publie wellare
under existing conditlions. No doubt

was [elt tnat the Bupreme oourt would
tellow the righy, tor the ibotegrity,
learning and 1ndependent {airoese of
the justices are fully recogntzed; but
there wse & little uneasiness with some
lest s error had Leen commitied by
whnich, in Jdefining the mafe rule to
follow, it would be necessary Lo apply
irestio measnres. Happlly no euoch
neceesity exlotad,

In reaching its conolusion by nnenl-
mous sotion, the Biate Bupreme court
has eptrenchbed iteelt more firmly than
evel in public estesem and confidence.
it bas proved ilself » hulwark fur the
ilberiiea of the people 1o mwalotaining
tbe e¢ftecliveness o! their will as ex.
piessed at tbe ballot hox, But it
has not doce so witbout bavieg Lo
araw linee very olosely apd carefully.
Thie ia shown in the |Japgusge urei 1D
ihedecieion. Tuv get nt the wit mate
right in the care was the evident aim
vt the court, aod it did this without
heeltatlon or eavil. At the eame time
it Indicates that the Jaw is not the best
that cvuld be devised l0 conform with
the copstitutional requirements, and
io that respect needs iMprovement ns
apon ag the Jleglslators omn eee their
way olear to attend to the wWork,

With the feeliug of genersl rellef



