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apprentices vacuous and vainglorious

simon felted with fine
frenzy and mock heroics may
ever bakar the to them true british
stamp ofdf the cock sure cockneyscock and

f beery ruffians of the hour I1

all of these chromo cockneyscock never
open their mouths without effort to out-
do their moral and mental superiors
the costermongers they occasionally
break loose from their london environ-
ment and travel in ireland in scotland
on the continent and inin america

A shilling with them is a bob a
sovereign is a quid a donkey is a

mokegomoke 11 a cab horse isis cats meat tto
drink liquor is to take a wet a glass
off ale is a tankard 0 bitter every one
accosted is guv er nor and a woman
is a donah or a cow 11 this sort of
thing may possess a certain sociological
and literary interest when confined to
the class from which it
emanates but every one of these pre-
tentioustenttonti iousout cockneyscock whether met in lon-
don or on their travels about
the world should be set down for pre-
cisely what they are they are no more
representative englishmen than a new
york dude carrying the manner
epithetsop and clothing of a boweryBO wery boy
about the world would be a typical
americanAlne rican theythle are simply cadsaads a
disdisgracerace to intelligentintelligent english peopleantanacdan insulting human parody upon the
ignorant though sturdy and genuine
costermongers they sadly mimic poss-
essing more than all their vices and
totally lacking the least of their humble
virtues

the longer one studies these curious
lowly folk of london the greater is the
wonder that they have not proven a
more fruitful subject for the novelist or
at least for such masters of character
painting as thackeray reade and
dickens they have always been
utilized as the butt of quips and quirks
by the penny a liner the wits of punch
the newspaper parag raphers and inin a
low sort otof way to raise the loudest

fondonguffaws at the myriad music halls of
london but not until quite recently
has their character been seriously studi-
ed by a man of real genius or their
weaknesses virtues and traits appealing
to universal human recognition been
portrayed by a man of subtle perception
aadpd ardent sympathies

that man isis albert chevalier of
french welshwelsa and irish extraction he
waswap destidestinednext by his parents for the
priesthood but instead he became a
successful actor of the legitimate ccom-
edy

m
under the Bancrofts the kendalegenoa is

and later at the court theatre under
manager hare in time he found him-
self a popular leading comedian without
an engagement offers bame to him
for engagements in burlesque as sec nd
cocomedian this was going backwardback ward

1 something LondonEI actor cannot afford
1 to do some of his work in comedy

had brought him among the costermon
for character study and he kememre Mem-erssersgoredered that any song he bad sung in hishii

various characters bearing on these
droll tolk had been received with
peculiar favor he suddenly resolved
to turn music hall singer a resolution
whichabich carried out inin london ordinarily
means complete social ostracism but
from this time this determination was
reached chevalier must be considered
inin the lightonlight of poet composercomposor and singer
rehe continuedcon hisbis coster studies with a4
positive genius a splendid education

and a successful actors alert perception
of what is necessary as with the painter
toto not only reveal by truerue realism butbut
torta revealAyeal in the subtler power of sugges-
tion behind them and the result was
thattha since his first singing of the
costers serenade at the london
pavilion in february 1891 he has held
the extraordinary position of being the
only performer upon any stage so
unique in his line of rendition and so
masterful in his artistic skill as to pre-
vent the slightest attempt at rivalry

he is but thirty years otof age yet his
income from his nightlynightly performances at
four leading londonlon on music halls and
from royalties onoh his songs is from boo
to 1000 per week nearly equaling the
salary olof the president of the united
states and all this from merely dis-
covering the costermongers of london
and revealing them to the people of
london it has been done inin a way
to reach their hearts as well as their
sense of humor lastingly as is shown in
the fact that his present engagements
are permanent for a period of five years
he is a quiet studious fellow and while
his incomparable success has opened to
him the doors of the great and
noblenoble houses in london where his
ggenuineenuine scholarship and refinement
would render him a social acquisition
without the glamourof success he leads
a modest life in his own pretty home
alongside the thames almost under the
shadow of windsor castle where his
books his punt and fishing rod are his
chief companions

this much regarding the mans person-
ality to convey to others who are
unacquainted with costermongers them-
selves the peculiar conditions of london
life and society which make it possible
for a man to derive a princely income
from creating and interpreting for
chevalier is more than a mere singer
upon the stage two or three coster
songs each year is a difficult task
london is almost a great world in itself
its costers distinctive in character
vocation speech traits habits and
customs had previously remained an
almost unknown people to what may
be regarded as intellectual london if
charles dickens yerewere living and had
written a great work of fiction in which
coster life and love had been delineated
so powerfullybower fully that allal lagndon stood
amazed at its own ignorance of its own
lowly the coster man and woman could
not have been more firmly set upon the
pedestals otof sentiment thapthao chevalier
has placed them through his strong
flahfla h lights and bold broad strokes of
delineation in character representation
and song he has brought to almost
universal attention the mirthful and
serious sides of coster character he
has shown that there are coster comedy
and tragedy like that possible to yourboin
life and mine in ofieone after another 0of
his marvelousmarve luus song impersonations like
thathe costers serenade the costers
courtship the futureearsmrs awkins
wotbotchercher I1 the nasty waywayeae aez

it and our little nipper he has
brought the very heart throb bings olof
this uncouth class often through
pathetic tenderness so close to those of
his hearers that the great london pub-
lic from prentice boy to prince have
awakenedawake tied to the fact that costers are
actually human creatures possessingI1 at
least some of the common attributes of
humanhumankindkrna

that there coster really

made love to each other that they were
rude romeos and judiets among them
and such hints as theseabis aaaire given orthof iha
gentletile passion between pearl buttoned I1

yejackelsjackeysackayseys and their donahado 1

you aint forgotten yet that night in may
down at the welsh arp w ich is endon

way
you fancied winkles an a pot 0 tea
fourFouralfalf I1 murmured s good enough

for me
give me a word of ope that I1 may win
you prods me gently with therthe winkle pin
we was as appy as could be that day
down at the WelwelshshArparp vich is endon

way

wot cher is an inimitable delinea-
tion of the coster in his roisteringroy
hilarious mood the nasty wayeway E
aez it 1 I which has been pirated and put
to ignoble use in america though told
in the uncouth coster way of a sneering
fault-findingfaultfinding pal is a most wonderful
satire on that omnipresent class of
croakers who descend like harpies upon
all well earned comfort and content
his latest creation our little nipper
disclosesdiscloser the coster parental love irfor
and pride in the coster boy who is
assiduously taught by his radiant
father

not in books of course for them e cant
abide

but in artful little ikels little ways
As makes the people sit up vere we stays

chevaliersChevaliers influence has been health
luljul and good while as in london par-
lance coster stock is looking up there
is decidedly less of imitated cockney-
ism and coster slang among the lowly
and less everydayevery day buffoonery among
the cockney cadsonaadscads of london defining
and revealing costers as a class have
brought them into line for social and
literary contemplation this of itself
gradually tends to confine imitators to a
very low class of minds whose influence
upon manners and speech is without
weight and delineators to a very high
order of intellect as with chevalier
with painters and with novelists who
will do the coster no harm and who i

will mist the publics eye or touch the
publics heart in a way that alwaalwaysys
makes it better for a thrill of mirth or
sadsadness

chevaliersChevaliers coster dialect is admirably
clean too clean to be the real thing but
he uses enough of their original expres-
sions to place the real coster before his
great audiences from having lived
and toiled among them my notebooksnote books
are full of their curious forms of speech
they cannot be reproduced in print
owing to their terrible profanity and
awful comminglingcom mingling of obscenity leit
must be remembered that the coster is
absolutely unconscious of either and
would instantly put up his fiversbivers to
any one who would seriously intimate
that he was not scrupulously respectful
and polite they are all men and
women wonderful whistlers and they
have an odd sort of call and answer a
monotone accentuated thus

tatata ta ta talataata laa tatataata taa
ta ta taa tatataata taa

in their greetings they are most effusive
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