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TEMPLES AND TEMPLE BUILD-
ING

A lecture delivered in logonlogan templetemple
march ath 18877 by J

E carlisle

the works of the early races who
dwelt in egypt assyria and babylon
furnish an interesting study to people
nowBOW among the most conspicuous of
these may be mentioned the the pyra-
mids and temples the pyramids of
late years have been carefully studied
and some remarkable facts have been
found regarding them pyramids stand
in the eastern world solid monuments
of a former glory and point with the
finger of science and prophecy to the
future temples are closely allied to
pyramids in their marvelous nature and
mission the ruins of temples have
contributed much to the knowledge the
world has of the history science and
arts of the ancient races the ververyy
word templeile implies something no-
ble elevatingelevating and educational in its
nature

it is not my purpose to enter into
details regarding the uses to which
temples have been put and the objects
forfer which they were eelectedi at differ-
ent periods of time

THEY FILLED MISMISSIONS
varying with change of rulers over the
people and according to the knowledge
possessed by them the heathen na-
tions would not make the same use of
temples that more enlightened people
would people living under the teach-
ings of inspiration made use of them
differently to those who were depend-
ent upon tradition for their knowl-
edge temples occupied and filled in
former ages the place of higher insti-
tutions of I1learningearning they were held
inain a sacred lightI1 lit according to the bible
record Ddavidv wasnas not permitted to
build one of itthoseose sacred edifices be-
cause he was a man of blood the
lord commanded the building of a
temple and the workor devolvedevolved upon
solomon the son of davidav the build-
inging erected by him wasas a masterpiece
of architecture it was seven years
from the time of the commencement to
the completion of the building its
dedication was attended with great
manifestations of the

POWER AND GLORYGLOBY

of the lord it was finely ornamented
with gold and its furnishings were of
the best

anaa english writer says its ververy
name is conjoinedcea joined in our minds with
deas of vastness of splendor and of

riches which the imagination even will
not venture to indulge in and which
our reason refuses to reason upon we
read of such wonders concerning it
of ten thousand men employed con-
tinually in cutting down cedars in
lebanon of eighty thousand men
hewing stones in tthee mountains of
seventy thousand men bearing bur-
dens of three thousand six hundred
men as overseeoverseersis merely of the work
and yet latbat the unceasing labors of
this great multitude of work people
aoud not accomplish the building of
the temple in less than seven years
what an idea does this convey of the
temples spaciousness and magnimagnifiesfis
cence and again we read that before
a stone of it was laid david had pro-
vided means for it to which the world
can find noBO parallel means that would

our national debt in a mo-
ment for hebe laid for it in the first in-
stance a hundred thousand talents of
gold

THE TOTAL AMOUNT EXPENDED

is estimated at pounds this
was contributed by david and various
princes and and others this temple
was holy and sacred unto the children
of israel torfor many years so much so
that when they prayed they turned
their faces toward it even when titus
and his army blokebj oke into the city of
jerusalem the inhabitants crowded
into the temple doubtless believing
that they would be safe but the blood
of the savior and holy men was against
them and tueythey perished with the de-
structionst of that marvelous building

when udit by solomon it was artis-
tically furnished A phoenician artist
was selected to do the most important
work the costly decorations and the
beaubeautiful in gold and brass it
was destroyed by herod and after-
wards rebuilt and furnished on a grand
scale but we will not enter into the
details of its history through toe
generationsgene it has been an object ofmcmuch thoughtbulit study and admiration
much has nenbeen written concerning it
in the bible and secular works

egypt may properly be termed a

LAND OPOF TEMPLES

the ruins of her former cities give
evidence that many temples dotted
them and they have left remnants of
their former glory hieroglyphics mark
stonesatones which have stood for ages and
give to intelligent men many peculiar
points of history in the zenith of its
temple building prioryglory egypt was known
as a great seat of intelligence and cult-
ure travelers visiting her cities re-
turned to their homes with a valuableable
fundindofof information they introduced
abw ideas into their own country

it will be seen that temple building
was a characteristic of a very early
race ruins exist of temples in an-
cient chaldean cities and the chal-
dean priests were famous for their
knowledge of01 astronomy temples
among other purposes were used as
observatories A historian says I1 ele
votedbated on their stages above the mists
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priestft truckedtracked

ous movements of the heavenly bodies
which he served their wandering
course now high nowBOW low then hid
progressive retrograde or standing
still I1 I1

THERE WAS A GLORY

attached to temple building in babylon
which is worthy ofef note in the
changeschange of rulers occasioned by con-
flicts temples would be demolished
succeeding rulers would rebuild them
yet they have retained features by
which students can become acquainted
with their strange history theth egyp-
tian assyrianAssyriaa and babylonian tem-
pleslies hadbad each its peculiar features yetfain all are found traces of a similarity
A description of one of the early tem-
ples may not be uninteresting as given
by philllpphillip smith awewe have seesseea the
babylonian kings boasting their piety
as restorers of temples and we have
found the last king of Babybabylonlor ex-
pressly stating that he renovated the
very edificeedielee which is still the most per-
fect and is supposed to be the oldest
example of the ancient ttemples that of
the moon at Mug heir I1 this building is
raised on a platformplatlormtorm about twenty feet
above the plain and consists at pres-
ent of two stories the arabs told the
explorer mr taylor that the remains
existed half a century ago of a third
story in the form of a chamber which
appears to have been the

SHRINE OFF A GOD

A number of bricks or tiles glazed
with blue enamel and many of the
large copper nullsmills that fastened them
to the walls were found about the
ruins at such a distance that they might
very well have fallen from the chachapelel
on the summit the plan of the butbuild-
ing

d
is not a square but a rectangle of
feet by feet the longer side or

front facing the S E and the upper
story a rectangle of feet by 75 feet
is so placed upon the lower that its S
efaceE face recedes 47 feet and the oppo-
site N W face only 3080 feet the
recess of the two other sides being
about equal namely 28 feet the low-
er story is a mass of crude bricks
faced with a wall of burnt bricks ten
feet thick I1 against which are built a
number of shallow buttresses about
8 feet wide ana one foot in projection
nine on the longer faces and six on the
shorter counting in those at the au-
gles

an-
gles

the effect is curiously like a medieval
keep or donjon both walls and but
besses have an inward slope of about
nine degrees giving the same stable
pyramidal appearanceap barance whichw c charac-
terizes egyptianegyptianEgypt fan architecture on the
northeastern side there is an external
staircase nine feet wide with sidessides or
balustrades three feetfee widetwide but it is
conjectured that the grand staircase was
on the SSEX face and equal in Wwidthedth to
the whole of ttethe upper story the
brick work of this story is laid entirely
in bitumen and the whole mass is
ventilated by a number of narrow air
holes pierced from side to side through
walls and buttresses the upper story
is similarly constructed except that
the bricks of the inner mass are part-
ly burnt of a light red color and laid
in a cement of lime and arties and
burnt bricks of the facing are laid in
excellent lime mortar except on the

TS W face bitumen is used this
story had no buttresses the height of
the lowertower story at present only 27 feet
is calculated to have been forty feet
the Uupperper story evidently much ex-
ceeded its present height of 19 feet

E H guletgillet describes a
LE TEMPLE

found in the city of petra in the land
of the adomitesEd the approach to it
from one direction is as on a
grand scale of savage yet magnificent
sublimity but allail at once as the
traveler approaches the angletteang lethe front
of the khazneh in the western preci-
pice bursts upon his view HLhe be-
holds a temple hewnliean out of rock and
set in a niche of rock its material a
rose colored stone which is shown off
most delicately by the dark shrubs
which grow before it its height is
between sixty and seventy feet while
of its six columns five are still stand-
ing its position is wonderfully linefine
while its elaborate carvings of gar-
lands its bas somewhat de
faced and the suddenness with which
this admirably preserved structure
strikes the eye of the traveler emerg-
ing from the dim avenue by which it is
approached deepen the impression
buckhardt calls the temple one of the
most elegant remains of antiquity in
syria stanley says that to one com-
ingi ng upon it unexpectedly from the east

he cannot conceive of anything
MORE STRIKING

stevens speaks of it as the pride
and beauty of petra his compan-
ion in beholding it involuntarily cried
out clapped hisbis handsbands and shouted in
ecstasy long afterward the traveler
declared that neither the colosseumColis seum at
Rome northethe ruinsrains of the acropolis at
athens nor the pyramids nor the
mgmightyty temples of the nile were so
often prpresentesent to his memory dr
robinson speaks of the deldelicacyleady of its
fine chiselingchi and the freshness and
beauty of its alftsoft coloringcolerinc 1 I had
seen he adds various engravings of
it and read all the descriptions but
this was one of the rare instances
where the truth of the reality out
passed the ideal anticipation it is
indeed most exquisitely beautiful and
nothing I1 have seen of architectural
effect on romehome or ThebeThe begorsor even ath-
ens comes up to it in the first impres-
sionsion 11 in spite of itsita debased style of
architecture its position its wonder-
ful state of uki the frane
work of cliffs several hthundred feetf stefaJtefa jac ate jrie aumium atftak jleax att it1115is tac puw

tints of the stone and the wild scenery
around are enough to justify the trav-
elers confession I1 was perfectly fas-
cinated with this splendid work of an-
cient art in this wild spot

the foregoing descriptions show dif-
ferent styles of architecture and serve
to illustrate two

TYPES OF EARLYBAKLY TEMPLES

the latter was built evidently at a
period of time when culture and art
thrived in a land which is now deso-
late it proves that the people of petra
possessed a high education and wereivere
well skilled in toe art of building the
fact that rains of temples are found in
many of the ancient cities is an evi-
dence that they filled an important
niche in the religious and educational
affairs of this people some of them
were highly ornamented with the work
of the artist embellishments and his-
torical facts were aimed at andnd the
success achieved is evidenced in the
fruits of the researches of the present
day

rome is also noted for her temples
THE capitolineCAPITOLINB TEMPLE

figures prominently in herheir history
it was a marvmarvelmarvelonelofof architectural beauty
it is said that nearly three quarters of
a century were consumed in preparing
its foundations at this temple the
romans for a thousand years contin
aed to worship the king of01 the
the original building was burned at
the time of sylla and strange to say at
the same time that the temple of jeru-
salem was destroyed bytheby the romans
it was rebuilt with new splendor and
the gilding alone is said to have cost
over this ancient temple
is now said to be totally destroyeddestroydd
there were other famous tetemples in
that noted city but we have not time
to refer to them

A remarkable temple standing in the
city of arva the capital of the bur-
mese empire is described as99 follows

of this temple are of
solid masonry comcomposedased of bricks oiof
the best mimaterials itit is two thousand
feet square the walls being eight feet
thick and seventy feet high on the
top of the walls rest two rows of mas-
sive pillars at each corner of the
walls rises a beautiful spire on the
tops of each spire is placed a huge bar
of iron surmounting which is an iron
nethonetworkA ten feet inia diameter in the
shape of a spread umbrella on the
bottom edge of this are suspended
bells of every size and tone A piece
of copper is attached to every clapper
so arranged that when the wind is
srostrongt every bell is set to ringing
0onaro the tops of this temple is a seesecondd
one smaller in size and on the ttop0 off
that is a third and on top of the thirdthird
is a fourth from the top of the last
ascends a

magnificent SPIRE
with net work having bells suspend-
ed the sensations produced by these
bells are wonderful when the winds
blow the feeling of those lislistening
at such a time can be better imagined
than described this quaint building
was erected at a great cost and shows
a union and devotion which are lauda-
ble

it is certain that the people of the
eastern world greatly excelled in the
arts and sciences they were advanced
in scientific discovery but their
knowledge was applied differently in
those days to what the knowledge of
the world is todayto day

the temple building spirit of the
past did not confine itsellitself to the east-
ern hemisphere unon the soiloil of
america there are ruins of numerous
templesof former days and that sacred
record the book or mormon containscon taine
the foifollowinglowing paragraph about the

ERECTION OF A TEMPLE

after the manner of solomons upon
this continent and 1I nephi did
build a temple and I1 did construct it
after the manner of the temple of sol-
omon save it were not built of so
many precious things for they were
not to be found upon the land where-
fore it could not be built like unto
solomons temple but the man-
ner of the construction was like
unto the temple of solomon and the
workmanship thereof was exceedingly
fine it is evident that the people
who lived upon this land after the days
of nephi and before the disdiscoveryC0 v ofeerliteol01
america by columbus apappreciatedp r
temples and devoted their energies to
the building of them

the ruins of a temple are found at
perupera which indicate that

the building was a wonderof archi-
tecturaltectural beauty the temple off
the sun at cuzco peru was
a in
the outer cornice of the alls was
coated or plated with gold the in-
side cornice was also plated with gold
as was the inner walls the cornice Is
said to have boenbeen 91 yard wide ac-
counts of this wonderful structure rep-
resent it to have been paces in cir-
cuit it was considered the arinelprincipal
edifice in all peru one arrerww er saysSWs
that he never saw but two edifices in
spain comparable with it in workman-
shiph and another states that all he could
wrwrate himself would not give a just
idea ofef its greatness

the ruins ofef these magnificent build-
ings show that the indians were at one
time a

PEOPLE OF CULTURE

devoted to the arts andaed imbued with a
strong influence many of
their works prove them to have been
skilled in the mechanicalmec basical arts sudand

the idea of temple building
mame to them tigh tradition im

tl aft lotta M the

fathers their temples mark them as
an enterprising people of commend-
able works

it will be seen that temple
building has received proper atten-
tion from the early inhabitants of our
globelobe the nearer we approach the
days of inspiration the days when
prophets were upon the earth the
clearer we note in the history of the
pepeoplee the temple bailbuildingdlug spirit in
ththisi ageg e when tilethe gospel has been re-
stored and men again are taught the
will of god as revealed from heaven
weseewe see that temple building distinc-
tively characterizes the people who
receive the divine injunctions

THE BENEFIT

to be derived from temples was recog-
nized early in the establishestablishmentmeni of
the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints the noted prophet and re-
spected founder through god and of
the church in this day joseph smith
made known the purposes for
temples should be erected and during
hisbis life arranged for the building of
four of them the church was or-
ganized in the year 1830 and as
early as august 3 1831 ground
was dedicated for the erection of a
temple lain independence missouri
the building however owing to cir-
cumstancescum stances beyond the control of the
saints has not yet been built the
ground is now in the handsbands of a
stranger but our belief is that it will
again come into the handsbands of the
saints and a magnificent temple be
erected upon it the corner stones of
a temple were laid july 23 1833 at
kirtland ohio and the temple was so
far completed as to be dedicated on
the day of march 1836 the
building which was 60 by 80 teetfeet was
erected under peculiar and trying cir-
cumstancescum stances

THE HEROIC COURAGE

devoted faith surprising energy and
and laudable perperseverancepersevereuce shown in
the building ofof this temple command
our highest admiration and speak in
glowing terms of the sterling virtue of
the builders with their enemies upon
their heels and while in want of manmanyy
of the comforts of life men worked
with s word in one hand and trowel in
the other in order to complete the
buildingbuil diug the church numbered
comparatively few souls who
were poor in purse bbuttit rich
in spirit the task was a
herculean one but with an indomita-
ble will they accomplished it to their
everlasting honor the prophet
joseph labored with hisbis own hands in
the rock quarry and thus by example
as well as precept he held his place as
a respected leader in good works
others of the leading men in the
church were also diligent and the lord
crownedcrowded their efforts with success
the dedication of the temple was an
important event in the history of
the church it was the firstu

I1 which bad been built by
the command of god in this genera-
tion T e dedicatory prayer was of-
fered by the prophet joseph smith it
was a joyful occasion for the influence
of the holy spirit was manifested in a
high degree in this temple proper
religious services were introduced by
the prophet and

CLASSES WERE FORMED

for the pursuit liebrehebreww
greek and various branches of litera-
ture and science were taught the
school commenced in november 1836
and numbered from to
members president smith and
other leading men were students
some who have since figured
prominentlyrlon in church historypaidlaid the foundation of theft career in

are embraced by us were made known
in that noted building the saints
were not longlone permitpermittedteTtoto reap advan-
tages from the kirtland temple their
enemies succeeded in depriving them
of that privilege they were obliged
to seek homes in other places and
kirtland was deserted by them the
temple fell into the hands of wicked
men and was desecrated it remains
standing to this day and for some
reason it has through the courts
fallen into the handsethandsof the josephitesJosepbites

on the ath of july 1838 many citi
zens of this great nation belonging to
the church of jesus christ of latzerlatterdysartdaydy saintsSait assembled at far west
missouri with true patriotic pride
the stars and stripes were unfurled
andaad under the davina0 folds of ththe
american flag

THE CORNER STONE

of a temple was laid the ground
was on memor-

able occasion lorfor the erection of a
temple is now in the hands of a stran-
ger the exterminating proclamation
of the notorious governor lilburn
W boggs caused the saints to com-
mence to leave far west isin 1839 but
at the risk of their lives and in fulwilfulfil
jentof a commandment given of god
brigham young heber C kimball
ursonorson pratt john E page and john
taylor of the twelve apostles on the
morning of twtoe of april of that
year appeared on the far west temple
grounsgro unc wilford woodruff and geo
A smith were ordained to

and sustained as members of
the council of the twelve upon this
occasion the southeast corner stone of
that temple was laid

again the i enemies of the church
prevented its members from per-
forming a noble work the city of
far west was left in the wake ot the
church and the ground upon which toethe
corner stonejoae of0 that totemplele WMwas laid
amm br SU we fattu to i

SOUGHT REFUGE

in illinois in this state their energy
thrift perseverance and faith sosoon04
manifested themselves lain the city a
nauvoo in atithisis beautia alandfaland enter

city a temple was erecter
which was about teetfeet long by tjfig
feetfee widetwide on the oth of april 1841
the corner stones of thitthis templestemple were
laid

comparative peace bandand prosperity
were enjoyed at this time A very large
concourse of people witnessed the
ceremonies of this occasion the I1

prophet joseph officiated in laying tuetoe
chief cornercornerstonestone the bestifbest or union
order and happy feelings were man-
ifested the saints took holdbold of the
works of building this temple with theth
zeal energy and faith which marked
their labors on the kirtland temple
presidentsdeatti joseph and hyrum smita
were active in urging
the saints to diligence in the erection
of the building the latter in speak-
ing rubout it

UPON OCCASION SAID

1 I cannot make a comparison betweenbetweelk

the house of god and anything now in
existence great things are to come
out of that house tere is a great
and mighty power to grow outou tofitof it
there is an endowment knowledge
Isis power we want knowledge too
importance of pushing the work ahead
to completion rested heavily upon tho
minds of these great men to thememitU
was to be a sacred place of instruction
a place for the reception and promu-
lgation of knowledge they la
bored indefatigably and earn
estly but they were not pe-
rmitted to witness the completion oiof
the nauvoo temple in the year
joseph and hyram smith were mar
byred for the cause of truth al-
though the great founder of the
church in this age was ruthlessly cut

mown in the prime of manhood by a
cruel and heartless enemy and the
church in its infancy was left without
its respected Piespresidentident yet the saints
under the leadership of the twelve
apostles carried on the work which
had been begun in the midst of trials
of various kinds the

SCHEMES OF TRAITORS

contentions of the weak in faith am-
bitious

am-
bitions of worldly and aspirin men i

as well as the opposition ofof former
enemies the work on the nauvoo
titempleemple wasvas continued and its upper
rooms were dedicated on the ath oiof

december 1845 the lower part 91

the building was dedicated on the ad

and ad of may 1846 the first mee-
tingI1ing held in this building was on thetheophith
0of october 1845 president young
presided the occasion was of un-
usual interest owing to the plaplacei

ce

of meeting and also to toethe
fact that a general conference boftoof alx

church convenedcoa on the followingf10 11 OW 1 11 affd

torfor the first time in three years thiwere present on the ath oiof october a
the leading authorities deM

brigham young heber C
parley P pratt willard Rrichardjc ISjohn taylor george A smithh am
amassamasa lyman of the council of we
apostles patriarchs john smith anda
isaac morley and presiding bishops
newel K whitney and georgegeorg millerkiller
strange to say in these meetingss toethe

iderseldersE spoke of the contecontemplatedmalat exo

dus with the true spirit of sacrificesacr inci
they were ready to

LEAVE THEIR HOMES

and their temple and depart into 09
wilderness they desired to make a
sacrifice which would be worthy oathof the
people of god elder P P arwil
speaking on the occasion said amonamo
other things we do not want 40

a
to us but something that wa

be a monument of our industry anoandi

virtue our houses our farms tha

temple and all we have will be a monmca
ament to those who waymay visit the

place otof our indus vy diligence awland

virtue the lord designs toito lea
us to a wider field of gooac

tion where there will be coqmoi
room torfor the saints to groww

troand increase and where erp

will be no oneene to say we crowd thein

and when we can enjoy the purecure ariaaia
caples of liberty rod equal rights

at this conference committees were
aappointedp anted to dispose of houses farms
illotst

soetc while making these brer
orations the work on the temple con j

tinned until the dedications to which

we have referred took place the time

of the exodus came and the SAIDsainto
pressedepressedpressdd bybj their enemies left tinoi
beautifultul city of nauvoo they

sandand found it inthain thevalleys of the

mountains I1

A BAND

of determined faithful courageous
pU grims located under the leadership
of president brigham young on the

desert solisoil of utah near the great salt
likeLiBke ininthethe month of july 1847 A

thousand miles from civilization andadd

in a barren mounta lawo councountrytry 47ththey

planted their feet laid out i a city and

guided by the inspiration of heaven

true watoa purpose of their faith a to-
toturere was prepared for by Vtheae selection
of a sitebite for a temple in what is widely

known nowBOW as salt L ue
city te trying iwucz
they biad passed through enoughTO

disco wigsge mortals actuated by binin
ary motives did not crash in thoiw
hearts of the latter day saintel a dkae

sire to be true to their mission they
prepared the foundation for the futo
ededucation of themselves and
the corner stone of a magaifl
temple ISOM by 90e feet and r
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