
iiFurIt Is quite a consolation to reau u
lived In those days, who stated that henT,SrPTrT tt?T itt VfliflT Wfl ! V? bulla vessel. They went to

wnrJc-an- d cAnstructed .eJeht barges.
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oa aa we do In these days. TheyJHhid no1 astronlnaicBl lustrumenU by

that perhapa will require a lapse of
many years before much more thahlhe
interest on it is paid, and for which;
severe taxatlonmust: be irnposed on all
the inhabitants of the land. tAnd,
when we include both the
the Bonth, perhaps two or three-million- s

of Uvea nave been lost; if not aito--
ether lost by the weapons of war infattler" they.-- , have rperished in conse-

quence of the difficulties and afflictions
tnat generiuJymtend!arintes. i rjr; .Thla.great, war U only a small degree
of ehastlaemsntujitst the; Jjeglnnlfag:
nothlner compared to that which God
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Choicest Meats in ithe. Market. U

the armies vf? Israel will eventuauy
becom& Banctlfied, and as clear as tne
suni aa fair as the .moon, and thaft their
banners ? will , become " terrible to the
nations:- - bf ;thoi wicked. , Yet j we. may
have-- 1 paia through, by I outvown
wickedness, many' calamities that may
overtakous. j I hope not; but I do not
know. I I may j say that my hopes are
strengthened in regard to this matter,
for what do, I behold here in this Terri-
tory? I behold !a people that have been
.witling to sacrifice all that they have
for thesakef 6f tho gospel;that have
beenrwllllns' to forsake their native
kingdoms and countries and to journey
by; sea and by Land to; come; here to
serve God... .X eee a people, the msiorlty
of whom are .willing to give heed to the
counsels orthe servants of God that are
in their midst. Hence I look for peace
and prosperity, hence I look for..the
arm of the Lord' to be extended in be-

half of this people eo long as there is n
majority of them who desire tol do right,
so long as there 'If a majority who feel
to unite their hearts to carry. out the
great principles of -- eternal trnthvland
righteousness, that have been revealed.
So. long will the Heavens be propitious
and we shall find favor In the sight of
the Most High; But remember the in-

habitants who once dwelt, on the land;
remember their afflictions an tL their
calamities; remember that judgments
were nouredf out1 upon therni" heeause
tbeyrwould ofe be obedient. 4 Let them
be an everlasting lesson to uswho Jive
in these latter times. Let ts serve God
and wo shall bo blest, we shall prosper
if we keep His commandments. Amen.
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should be permitted, after; bis nation
was destroyed,- - to behold the:colonia4
tlon ofthe land by another people. This
man,- - whose name was Corlantumr,
King of a certain, portion of the Jare-dite- s,

after the destruction $ of bis na-

tion, wandered, solitary and alone.down
towards the Isthmus of Darlen,. and
there he became acquainted with a. col-ony- of

people brought from the, land of
Jerusalem, called the people or Zara-bemla- .r

He dwelt with Aem for the
space of nine moons.- - and then be died.

--.After the destruction of the Jareditcs,
the Lord brought two other colonies to
people this land One colony landed a
jew hundred miles north of the Isth-
mus on the western coist; j the other
landed on the coast of Chili, tmwards'of
two thousand miles south of them. The
latter were called the Nephltea and
Lamanltes. It was some four or five
centuries after these two colonies came
from Jerusalem and occupied the coun-

try before they amalgamated. little
over one century before Christ, the Nc
phites united with the Zarahemlaltea In
the northern portions of. South Ameri-
ca, and. were called Nethl tea and be
came a powerful nation. The country
was called the land Bountiful,-an- In-
cluded within the land of Zarahemla.
But to go back their early history:
Shortly after the Nephlte colony 'W
brought by the power of 'God, and
landed on the western coast of Bouth
America, In the eon a try we teaII Chill,
there was a great division among them.
Tho righteous were threatened by the
wicked who sought to destroy them.
The Xtord warned. .Nephl, their leader,
to flee from among , the Lamanltes, to
depart for the safety of himself and his
family, and thpe that believed in the
revelations of Qod. Nepht and the
righteous separated themselves from the
Lamanltes and traveled about eighteen
hundred miles j north until they came
to the head waters of what we term the
Amazon river. There Nephl located
bis little colony inline country supposedto be Ecuador, a very high region, many
large and elevated mountains be In? in
that region.Here the Nephitea flourished for some
length of time, j The Lamanitea follow-
ed them up and they had many wars
and contentions, and finally the Laman
ltes succeeded in taking away their set-
tlements, and the Nephitea fled again
some twenty days' Journey to the north
ward and united themselves with the
people of Zarahemla.

I mention thene things in orJer to
Impress ono particular item upon the
minds of the liatter-da- y Saints concern-
ing the Inheritance or possession of this
land. 'The Lord ndt only made decrees
in the early ages with the first colonists
that came here; but lie renewed these
decrees every time he brought a colony
here that the people should serve Him,
or they should be cut off from His pres-
ence, and you will find that Godwin
every insta .ee, has remembered these
decrees. And there is one thing re
markable In relation to the history of
these nations, aud that la the rapidity
with which they departe i ' from , the
faith aud righteousness and the love of
the true God, Sometimes they would,
after come great judgement or scourgts
bad fallen upon them, causlug the death
of many of them, repent' and become a
righteous people; and Uoa would oleea
them again,, and. they would begin to
rise up and prosper in the land. t But
peihaps.iu. the cours-- r of three or four
years a people that were almost wholly
righteous, would turn from their right-
eousness to folly, sin aud wicked ue-s- ?,

and bring down another heavy Judg-
ment on their .head.- - And thus gene-
ration after generation - passed away
among the former Inhabitants of this
land, aud they had their ups and downs.
Every time the majority of the people
Transgressed a tremendous judgement
would come upon them; and every tltue
they,, repented before the Lord with all
their hearts, He would turn uway Hia
wrath and begin to prosper them. ;

- JNow, these same decreej, which God
made lu relation to the former nations
that inhabited this country extend to ua
'Whatevernatlon,Mhe Lord Said ,eha!l

possess this land, from this time hence-
forth and forever, shall serve the; onlytrue and iivincr God or they shall be
swept oflTwheu the fullness of His wrath
shall come upon them." HiBce this an-

cient decree there are many nations
who have como here. And lastly Jmi- -

ropeans have come from what la termed
the old world across the Atlantic! . And
lately the Chinese 'are beginning to
come across the Pacific, and this conti-
nent la lecoming extensively peopled.
Many millions are already upon it.
They have constructed many great and
populous .cities and have becomo very
powerful on the face of the landp but
they are uothiug compared with the
numerous boats of the Jareditcs that
once 8 p read over all the face of North
America. But yet they are numerous,
and are considered one of the most pow-
erful nations on the face of the whole
earth; and their resources are very great,
and the prosperity nvhich attended our
forerathers in establishing settlements
on the face of this land, in establishing
a free government, with freedom of the
press and religious worship, Is very
great "I v-- '

;.i h
. They" rnaglne to tbemselve that bis
rosjerity Is to continue for ever, there

a to be no end to their greatness. Now
I can te 1 them, as I have told them
ever since I was a boy,, their great-ness will not protect them; their pre-- 1

sent prosperity will not protect them.
There is only one thing that will pro-
tect tho nations that inhabit North and
8 uth ' America," and that rW to
turn to "the Lord their God "with -- alt
their hearts, minds and strength, and
serve Him with full purpose of heart,;and cease from all their wickedness.!
That will protect them. If they will
do this they will spread forth and be-
come ten times stronger and more
powerful than they have ever been, and
the. Lord their God will blesa :tbemrmore abundantly than hitherto But
on the other band If they will not do
these thiuga the decree that was made
In ancient times is Just ascertain to be
fulfilled, as the( sun shines in yonder
heavensj ,; y .. , :y-- ; . rm&'if!
' We have seen, In a very small de-
gree, the chastisement of the Almighty
upon the present powerful nation of
which we form a part. Great has been
their chastisement In some respects;
but In other respects they hardly seem
to feel lr. But stilt look at the desola-
tion that certain portions of our raix
country have bad to endure by the
depredations of hostile armies one
against another. Tens of thousands
rolling-I-

n the dust In their blood; whole
towns and cities laid waste, and the
country for hundreds and hundred of
miles, as it were, In perfect desolation.
Railroads that coat mUiloni torn op.
cars and merchandise destroyed,, and
the whole country Involved in a debt

t i.
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In ancient 'times there vere fcercalo
great decrt? which the Lord of all the
Varth made coneerniur this? Continent
aud the inltahitauts thatsbtrold, from
time to iiuie.iK5tf?9 the !ina?. Thicoif--
tlueut wiu Urst fettled, after the Flood,
bv a cm Ion v from too lower 01 iiabej,
who were a ritrhteous people. "Theyur a twnnle witnvhomtUe LorUOQn'

(1 to whom lie made Uimself
maulfos in very wonderful and.mir-veiJo-u

manner. llow many people
lived here before th? Iloodlltiot forme
to imy, it i not rsvcaleuVTWelriay
iiowever tbtrve, that so Ifiir as new
revelation ha given us Information on
this subject, this Continent of ours may
l ranked among the first lands occu
pled by the human ..family. The very
drat man wlio had thiiulon"'tf tbd
face of taa caxlIi,.Tliader, th '13?uvrt rra
of the Heavens, once dwelt On this Con-
tinent. His name was Adam. Whether
his iirt residence wu on1 this1? land,whether ttio garden thatwa planted
far hit occupitioti was onjthU Contl
UfUt, or nome other, 1.4 not. revealed n

n written rr jrinitrd rershUiou. ,22a(
he certainly dut,-- ; iu.tbe course of hlj
lifetime, either from this being his na-
tive land, or by emigration, actuallycome in possession of tbli part of the
globe; anil a'Ur'fe ecttleniehfe vsni form-
ed, and the righteous who lived before
the flood iuherited it, and no doubt left
their bleteJusrou lxo land.; ' --it was re
where Ad.m, &(ht JtluodCalnan, fa
halaieet, Jareil, Knocb, Methusaleh and
.Noih dwelt. It was- - 'n this ti ianj
where Noah built hU axil,; which waa
blown by the wind of Heaven. away .to
the east, aud lauded on Ararat. It was
here where JCuOim preached and pub-
lished glad tiding of fereltfjojrlt wai
on this. J:ud, the American Continent,

where ho gathered the people from
many nation, and built rip city

J arid
called-i- t Zion. 1 1 waa hero whero the
imople of 0nl nourished j: before the
ilood, aud vecro of one heart and one
niindt having an. experience of some
three hundred and eixtytlte years -- la
order to bring about a sufficient degreeof righteousus and faith to bo taken
away from her ami translated - into
some other region. It was here where
Luoch was clot bed upoa with thr pow.er of God to that degree that he was en
abted to publUa. to Ue lichabitanu iof
the earth thiDss tliat. were before his
day, even from before the foundation
of the world, and also to prophecy of
things that should trnplro trom bis
day down to the end of the! world., It
was here that ho coutlnued his prcach-iuj- ?

to thw inhabitants of the city- - of
.ion until he made them no aoquaiu ted

with the law of God, and inspired them
with such faith that the earth feould not
contain them. It was by JtUaith and
the faith of hi peopte Uiat tlie very ele-
ments around him felt th power-o- f God;and when he 6pb9 tuv word of the
ItHi the earth uon which -- he stood
trembled aud shook by the power of
tho Almigbty, and the ruodnulns "fled
ironj before his presence, and the greatrivers of this coutluent'tvern turned out
of their 'coursed, and all tbfugs seemed
to feel the powc of the Lord.. ".Even, a
new land caoic up out of tnejreat deep,aud ro fearful were tho' enemies Of the
people of Gott, and so )rreat was the
terror of the L mi upon theai, that theyleft this country atni went f forth uponthe face of th waters and occupied the
land that vatnn up out of the tleep,The tldtJjf aiu not revealed to us bythe IMblo or iy traUition, but by the
inspiration of tho Almighty throughthitt Kr't modtfta proicir: who was
raise-.- l up to cuutmcucc this marvellous
worii of whicJ you ami I are now par- -

A few hundred years after ail these
thiols lind tr.iti-- 4 plreti i this continent,nudivah aud histauilly,theonIysurvY-orso- f

Ch l'Jo'Hl,,iad been wafiedaway to
distant laud, aud had ncoiiled a tmrtion

f Aiht, tlio dacerfdants of Noah under
took tahiiUd a rcnt tower. that they
might in.iko theuisclved ft geat name.
iu.otoaa ii fulutlln tho pnrpAes of the
Atuiighty, la preadlns fvrihi and oc
cupy mtf ) aua iubduiug thu earth..TheInl W& ViTyx much dioleaed with
them on that ota?lon, leeat-M!;o- f the
wickedness that existed Ja their mlJt,which wa calculated to bo strengthened through thulr nnity. Ilcnoe
made a decreev Bccorxtin'in to' th' old
Itook the Jlible, that 'theyShould hot
uweinuus, together. He Confoundexl
their laiiKUsge, and swore in-Hi- wrath
til t they ebouid d,A pornon oi tne people irom that tower came
to this continent, z wtt ,"iWi.tUiTheie U something verv rem&rk&tdln
connection with the colonization of our
continent uy npeopta from tht-towe- r,

I said they Were a righteous people.remaps tuts tauy surprise KOOLe.rri
ally If they. have drawn the conclusiontbtall the people who engaged In the
buildioj; of tht tower were wicked. Butthere wen come-fe- w- fn)Uiea amongthem who served the Lord! their God,and when they learned the decree of
Jehovah, that their language was to be
confounded, and the. people scattered to
the four windsof heaven, thpy had con- -'
slderable auxlety.on the subject. Theywere anxious that they might befavoretf
of the Lonl and' that IIo would lead
them to a choice portion of. the earth.
They made it a subject of earnest prayer,and God heard them, aad.lhe Jaujjuage
of, the righteous portion of the peoplev.as not confounded.- - Atid Jott givethem acommandmeot to go down fromthe tower to a valley that was north-
ward, valley or NImrod,naaml after a mighty hunter who exUt-h- !In those days. ' After they had comedown Into this valley by tho commandof the Lord they collected seed and
grain or every kind, and animals of al-
most every description, among which,no doubt were the elephant and' thecureiom and the cumom, Very ,huzeanimals; that existed In thoie days, andafter traveling and c robins, we suppoae,the sea that wa east of where the To-vre- r

of JBabol stood, and traveling throughtho wilderness many dajsiwith t!i ir
flocks and herds, their grain and sub-atanc- e,

they, eventually. caa 1 to the
great Pacific ocean, on th en 3 tern bor-
der of China or somewhere 1q that re
gion, They were commanded of the

which they could ascertain the altitude
of the sum or the altitude -- of the moon
aodsUrs, by which they could determine
their position on the great and mlgh- -
ocean. But the name Ood who had led
them from the Towr of 'Babel and bad
goh beforei them in a bright cloud by
day. and bad bdvered over tbelr camp
and had directed them tn their journey
thmnrh tlie w lMr neaJ.'was their navi
gator In erowln the ocean, , .They en;
terol thesA,iSUfc uargt( auou iue cou- -

atruitlotrofirnleti itmay owexi toaay
a few words. A great manyopposers
r,r thn Ttook of - Rformon. In reading the
account of these vessel, have really sup-
posed, that there was an Insurmountable
dijCUcuIty connected vwUtt the- - building
of these barges nc cause mere oppucu
to be a bole In the. top, and another bole
constructed In the bottom to enable the
betnersshut at) In them to be water-tigh- t.

These vessels were duhi, not in tue loriu
of a tea saucer ae baa been represented
hT ome"nt.MormoD" In their dls
cussions; but the Book 0 Mormon in?
fnrmi lhl thev were Desked at the
ends, and enfargea as they came to the
middle, and they were tigns nae a uuu
on tne water, ana were trjr i.e
to the llghtnets of a fowl. They wire
eoKoeedtagly strong, anbS the length --4f
1 txn. This is m pnrmse very similar 10

Une uiedby Iaalah who says, "the age
of His people shall re as tne age 01 a
tree." Isalan uoes not say wnai Kinu

tof a tree. It was Imply a way tne an
cients nau or comparing a great mauy
th nei. rt 0 w these vessel were eo coo
Unieted that when furious winds should

blow upon-th- e face of the great deep;
and the wives should roll mountains
high they could without imminent dant
ger plunge beneath, the -- waves, and be
brought up again to the surface of the
Water darinir tremendous hurricanes
and storms. Now to - prepare them
against- - these contingencies, and that
they might have fresh air for the bene
fit of the elephants, cureloms or mam-
moths and many other, animals, thai
perhaps were in them, as well as the
human beings they contained, the Lord
told them how to construct them in
order to receive air, that when theywere on the top of the water, which-overrid- e

up tbelrVessela happened to be
tt mattered not; thsy were so construc-
ted that they could ride safely, thoughbottom upwards and they could opentheir air holes that happened to be up-
permost." Now all our ships at the pre
sent day are constructed with boles In
the bottom' as 'well as in the top, I
bavo crossed the ocean twelve tlmeaj but
I never saw a ship yet that did not have
a hole In the bottom for theconvenlence
of passengers, and it Is one of the slm- -
)iest inings in turn worm to nave holea
n the bottom of a ship if too only have

tubes runing up sufficiently high above
the general watex mark. These were so
constructed that when the waves were
not running toobigh, air could be ad-
mitted through unstopping the holea
which happened "to 1 be uppermost. j

.. But the most wonderful thing con-
cerning the first colonization of this
countryafter-tb-e flood was the waythat they tjnavigatetl,.. the . greatPacific ocean. v Only, think fof a few-moments-

of-th- e Lord. .out God
taking eight - barges, launched on ( the
eastern coast of China, and bringingthem a voyage of. three hundred and
forty-fo-ur days and landing them all In
the same neighborhood and-vicinit- y

and at the same time. This was a mlra-- i
cle. "This was not done by the aid of
steam, or by the navigator's art, but it
was by the powerof the Almighty God.;
He It was who controlled these vessels;
He it was who governed the- - winds of
heaven; He it was who brought them
up out of the midst of the deep, when
they were swallowed up, aud He it was
who guided them safely to this Ameri-
can shores ,

'

They landed to the south of this, Just
below the Gulf or Callfordla,' ou our
western coast.. They inhabited North
America, and spread forth on this Con
tlnent, and In the course of some sixteen
hundred yearVresldence here, they be-
came a mighty and powerful nation.
Although they became a great and
mighty people, they were oftentimes
very much chastened because of their
fctns," Here let me observe that before
they arrived ou this laud the Lord said
to them, " I design to lead you forth to a
land that is choice above all other lands
on the face of the whole earth; aud this
la my decree concerning the land which
you are to occupy, that whatever nation
shall" possess the-lan- from this time
henceforth and forever shall serve me.
the only true and' living God, or they
6 ha LL be.jiwep 1 0If fro m the face thereof..L .1 .11 I It .1wnea mey are tuny ripeueu ju tueir in-lqult- y."

The Jaredlteshad this decree
neiore tnem, oerore mey sec loot on
this Continent. It was before then!
durlnir the. whole term of their exls- -

f tehee here, that Inasmuch as they would
serve uod they would be prospered, and
Inasmuch as they would not serve Uim
freat judgmeuta were upon them,

they were afli'.cted oftentimes be-
cause of their wickedness. On acertaln
occasion there was a very few, Individ- -
ualaOmef aud his family and some few
Of .his 'friends. I that were riffhteons
enduglfto Do spared out of a whole na-
tion. The Lord . warned . them by a
dream to depart from the land of Moran.
and lea thern funb In an easterly direc--
uoo ieyouu tue nui tumorcu, downInto the eastern count lies ufionlhesea
shore. By this ajfan a few families
were saved, while all tho balance. c6n
sistingof millions of jxsiple were over-
thrown becsuse of their wickedness.
But after they were destroyed the Omer-lt- e,

who dwelt irj the New England
States, returned again and dwelt In the
land of their fathers on the western
coast.

I meiely "'mention " these - thtnirs to
show how the Lord operated among the
nrst nations of the old inhabitants of
this country. In order to fulfil His de
crees. They could not fall Into wlck--i
edness, and still be suffered to prosperon qb race or tms land. The decree had
gone forth. It must be fulniled. Finally,some sixteen or seventeen centuries af-
ter they landed here, they became so
violently wicked, and transgressed the
commandments of the Lord to that de
gree that they were really swept off to a
man. me wnoie nation perished.
Aueir greatest ana last struggles were
In the titate of New York, near where
the plates from which the Book of
ilormon , was translate-- 1 were fonnd.
There they fought day after day; there
they struggled, one party against the
other until millions were swent oft.
Only one man survived bis nation for a
very aioxt spicaorume to see the ful- -
Ollment of a prophecy that was uttered
by a great and mighty ; prophet that

baa srokeithceriaingtriisriatl0Ti1f
they will .not repenj. f or tne juora
has said In: this book,' '(the Book of
Mormon) which has been published for 4

thirty eight years that if they will not
repent He will throw down all their
strongholds and cut off the; cities bf the
land, and will execute vengeance and
fury on the nation, even v as upon the
heathen, snth-a- a they have not beard.
That be will send a "desolating' scourge
on the land; that! He will leave their
cities , desolateJ without inhabitants.
For instance tne great, powerful and
populous-city- . of, New,York, that may
be considered one of the greatest cities
of the world! will In a fewyears become
a mass ofTuIns.wtThe people will wbni
der while gazing on the ruins that cost
hundreds of millions : to &uild what
has1 become or Its, inhabitants. Their
houses will be there, but they will be

That will be only a sample pf numerous
other towns and cities. n it he face of
this continent. 1 " K '

Xow I am aware that it is almost" im-
possible for even some of the Latter-da- y
Baints to get that confidence and that
strong .faith in the events which Qod
intends to accomplish on this land in
the future to believe in such a thing, to
say nothing about outsiders, that do not
believe a word of it. Outsiders do not
believe it any more than they believed
me when I was a boy and took that
revelation which was given In 1832, and
carried it ferth, among many towns and
cities and told them thereiwaa to be a
great ana terrible war between the
North and the South, and read to them
the revelation. -- Did - they l believe it?
Would they couslder that there was any
truth in it? Not In the least, "that is
a Mormon humbug" they would say.
'What! this great aud powerful nation

of ours to be divided! one tparfagalnstthe other and many .hundreds: of thou-
sands of souls to be destroyed by civil
wars!' Not - n; word of it fwxuld theybelieve. They do not believe what is
still In the future.! But there are some
In this congregation who! will live, to
behold the 'fulfllment-of- t these other
things antLwill visit the ruins'of mightytowns and cities scattered over the lace'
of this land destitute and desolate, of
Inhabitant. If inquiry shall' then be
made, why such great distruction? the
huswer will be, wickedness,-ha- s
destroyed them. "" Wickedness' and
corruption have brought, about the
fulOllment'' of the ancient decrees of
Heave ri coucevning this latid'' Wicked--nessan-

corruption have brought desola-
tion Into their toWns 'and Cities; The
time will come when there will be no
safety iu carry iDg ou the peaceable
pursuits rf arming or agriculture. But
!!; will be neglected and the peoplewill think themselves well o(F if theycu ibie from, Qitjt Jo city, from, Jowii to
town and escape with their lives. Thus
will the Lord visit the . people if theywill not repent.' Thus will He pOUroutHis wrath and Indignation upon them
Htid make manifest 'to-th- e people that
ttiat which he has siokeu must be ful-
niled. : h ;
; But what shall become ofllbls. people?
Shall we be swept oil in; (the generalruin? Shall desolation come upon U9?
Shall we feel, the - chastening hand of
the Almighty like those who will not
repent? That will depend altogether
Upon our conduct.j We have It within
bur powerrGod has granted It to us, to
gave ourselves from the desolation and
calamities that will come upon the na-
tion. How?-Jjy,doinga-

hat, which is
right; by living honest before God and
all men; by seeking after that righteous-
ness that comes through the gospel of
the Son of God; by following after the
law of Heaven; by doing unto others as
we would have others do unto, us; by
putting away all the evils and abomina-
tions that are practised -- by tle wicked.
If we do this prosperity will' be upon
the inhabitants of ytab; prosperity will
be upon. the towns and citka erected bythis people; the band fof tbe .'Ltird will
be over-u- s to. sustain us,andv Wft. will
spread fonh. He will multiply us in
the land; He will make us a great peo-
ple, and strengthen our bdrders, and
send forth the missionaries of this peo-
ple to the four quarters of the earth to
publish peace and 'glad .? tidings of
great joy, and f proclaim Ythat there
is still a place 41eft 'tn! the heart
of, the; American. o continent where'
there are r peace --k and safety , and
refuge from the storms,' desolations' and
tribulations coming upon the wicked.
But on the other hand, 12 Latter-da- y

Saints, how. great are the responsibili-
ties resting upon us and upon our rising
generations. If4 we win not I keep; the
commandments of lod and ir our
rising generations will not give'beed to
the law of God and to the! great lightwhich has shone from Heaven In these
latter days, but turn their hearts from
the Lord their God and from the coun-
sels of His --

priesthood, tben we shall
be visited like the wicked j then we shall
have the hand of the Lord-dpo- n us in
judgment; then that saying that the
Lord has delivered in the Book of Doc-
trines and Covenants will be fulfilled
upon us, 'that P will visit Zion if
she does not . do right, .wltht sore afflic-
tions, with pestilence, with swordpwltb;famine and with thearae vf devourinr
Are."? iU$'JVii- tf:tl WNowhere we choice.1 tf Itf iswithin our reach; we cau put forth our
hand after prosperity, peace and the ex-
tension' of 1 our borders,-- and j have all
these' things multiplied upon ua, aud the
power.ofiUod within us; Hia arm to en-
circle round --'about to protect us from
every barm and evil. And on the other
hand, we can teach fdrthi the Jhand jafarl
partal;e or wlckedncES and bring desola-
tion and destruction upon our borders.
Which shall we do?, We are agents; we
are left to our own choice.! God hassaid that He rould plead with His peo-P- e-

?. xPct that He -- will.- t4I --wlll
plead "salth the Lord, "with tho strongones of Zion imtil she overcorr.sa and isclear before me."" There is some conso-
lation injreadlng this declaration of theLord. Though we have to receive greatchastisement, though' He has to pleadwith us by Judgment, tribulation, fam-
ine, by the sword and by the vengeanceof devouring Are; yet after all, when He'this people aufflclently,there will be some 'fetr that ui til
Pf a4 wilt become clean before the

A reasonable pzlcei.,..i j a, s Jf. i,. f I
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