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theybey had wrapped around them until

their arms would almost extend straight
buttromoat from their bodies and some of the
doth drag behind them several feet it
is customary on great feast occasions
torfor the natinativesvestoto wehrwear about their per
sanssons all the mats and cloth they own it
isis iiiaii exhibition of wealth and always
calls forthalorth admiration and praise from
their fellows the women are on the
lead in this regard and we saw some of
them who could hardly walk because otof
the immense weight of their wraps to
a people who generally prefer to go
nearly naked such a
unnecessary and awkward clothing in as
hot a day as this waswas must have been
very uncomfortable indeed some otof
the women had also anointed their
heads necks and shoulders wi h cocoa
nut oil until their skin ac bally shone
like rising sun stove polish 11 while
the visitors were engaged in gath-
ering their food in the manner described
the local natives were arly engaged
in gathering hogs hava etc in an ad-
joining lot we counted seventy five
cooked hogs and pigs in one
place alone and it would seem
that nearly all the pigs on the is
land of Tonga tabu than been slaughtered
to do justice to the occasion anis par-
ticular feast is supposed to last for a
week or more a vocal music contest be-
tween the singers of and those
of Tonga tabu being a part of the pro-
gram but the tongan people care more
torfor eating and drinking than for singing
hence the pigs and other good food
form the centre olof attraction it isis char-
acteristicact also otof the thathey
hardly ever kill pigs for family con-
sumption but raise them exclusively for
use at feasts

by invitation of captain graham
commander of the seventhnth day ad-
ventist brigantine pitcairn which was
lying off the wharf we boarded that
vessel which hails iromfrom san francisco
and is bound for the fiji group we
remained on board for some time con-
versing with the captain who gave me

literature and in ormed us that the
numerical strength of the seventh day
adventists throughout the world is
about with headquartersneadquarters at battle
creek michigan the pitcairnPilcairn which
is the only vessel owned by the society
was built in america in 1890 and named
in honor of the island whose name it
bears we also boarded the norwegian
brig nebo of einstadTinstad and had aan inin-
terestingte conversation with the captain
deos johannesenJohanneses in telling him that
we lived in utah he exclaimed instinct-
ively men det arjo avor Mormon erne
be yes was our reply and we
are mormon elders ja sa he said
good natured enough but with an ex-
pression that suggested that though he
was pleased to meet two of his scan-
dinaviandinavian cousins far away in the 1topics
he would have been better pleased if we
had not been mormonscormonsMor mons

at 4 p in elders welker jensen and
myself again boarded the steamer ova
lau and a few minutes later we were
under way sailing for about
one hundred miles away after passing
several small islands one of which was
malindaMalinoa where a number of natives
were executed a few years ago for mak-
ingin anu attempt to assassinate premier
Bbakerme r we found ourselves inin the open
ocean with a smooth sea and a pleasant
ocea breeze blowing iromfrom the south-
east

saturday september having
sailed all night we cast anchor off ba
gail bagaiBangai on the island of

at 8 0 clock a in soon after-
wards elders T omas D adams al-
bert L jones robert A smith and al-
fred A kotord who are laboring as
missionaries on the group came
out in a small boat to meet us they
had been informed of my intended visit
ayb y letter after the usual greeting
characteristic of mormon elders in a
foreign land we landed at the village of
bagai and walked a very short distance
to the house in which the missionaries
made their home in a rented room we
spent the forenoon culling history from
the local missionary record and then
walked to the residence of brother
james E giles the only white convert
to mormonism in the tongan mission
and partook of a splendid dinner after
this we took a walk across the island to
the opposite coast drinking cocoanutcoco anut
milk on the way after returning to
the missionary room we continued our
historical labors and in the evening
held a meeting for the white inhabitants
at the residence of mr giles I1 lectured
to them over an hour on the religion and
history of the latterlater day saints and
had very good attenattendtimn we then con-
versed with some otof the people who re
bained for the purpose afterafier the meet-
ing was closed we also sangsaing songs and
hymns until a late hour and then re
turned to the missionary room where
the still hour of midnight found some of
us still working on the history of the
mission while others conversed sang
and related missionary experiences
and we had no sleep that night

the elders on the group have
been a tittlelittle more successful than those
laboring on Tongatabu as they have
baptized twelve persons one otof them a
white man since the mission was first
opened on the group in may 1893 but
otherwise it is the hardest field otof labor
of the two belonging to the
group there are sixteen inhabited is-
lands some of which are many miles
apart and not easy of access through
the kindness of the white traders lo-
cated on the different islands the elders
have been able to visit all otof the most
important membersmember of the group and
it may be said in this connection that
nearly all the white people in the
group have been very kind and hospita-
ble to the elders since their first arrival
there they have not only given the mis-
sionariession aries free passages on their trading
vessels but have lodged and fed them
on many different occasions when the
natives seemed indisposed to give th
a welcome

sunday sept 8 having worked all
night we repaired to the beach at 5

a m where the three otof us
who were going away said goodbye to
elders jones and kofoed while elders
adams and smith rowed us out to the
steamer atterafter a short conversation on
board we gave the parting hand and
exchanged god bless jouyou with these
brethren who returned to the shore
with the boat and elders welker jen
sen and myself repaired to our respec-
tive rooms to sleep a little just as the
native passengers on board were sing-
ing their morning hymns and ofleofferingring
their customary prayers whether or
not they are really sincere or devoted
to their religion this can be said otof the
tongan christians that thayasthey as a rule
are very attentive to the outward forms

of their religious duties whether in
their villages or on board ships they
always sing and pray morning and
night and they are also close observers
of the sabbath day making it strictly
a day of rest it they dont attend their
church services they sleep the day
away and would consider it a great
wrong to pick fruit eat or to make the
least stir during the day were every
second day a day of rest it would no
doubt suit them even better than everyevera
seventh for if there is any one thing
the tongan people excel in more than
in any other it is in their ability to
rest rest appears to be their watch-
word work is a burden

at 7 a athe ovalau lifted her anchor
and steamed oft lorfor davai about eighty
miles away after a pleasant voyage
we arrived at at 3 p m
elder welker jensen and myself im-
mediately landed met a german trader
to whom we had a letter of introduc-
tion and at once hired a room for the
two elders who are to open UD a mis-
sion here the house otof which this
room conati utes a part stands in the
edge of a cocoanutcocoanut ana orange grove
on the hillside overlooking the harbor
when I1 was at two weeks ago
I1 had occasion to call at this house and
felt impressed then that it would be a
pleasant and suitable place lorfor mission-
ary headquarters it was the first
house we called at today to inquire for
a room to let the brethren are to
PYpay 3 5 per month our next move
was to secure a hall in which to give a
lecture in the evening in this we were
also successful A small school house
in which the white residents of

educate their children was placed
at our disposal some of the traders
who at once became interested sent
word around to all the other sand at
p m the appointed hour for meeting
nearly all the white residents of the
village and quite a number of passen-
gers and the crew from the ship boutabouta
fifty persons altogether had gathered
and we commenced an interesting
meeting during which yoyourr1 correspon-
dent spoke an hour and fittfifteeneen minutes
being listened to with the strictest atten-
tion the religion and history of the
latter day saints were the subjects
dwelt upon this was the first mor
mon ap meeting ever held on the
group not having rested the night be-
fore a sleep on board while the ship
laid quietly in the harbor was thoroughlythoro ugly
enjoyed by the three elders

monday sept 9 we arose at 6 a m
and took a morning walk through the

bush going two miles away to the
top of the hill talau the same that I1
climbed alone on august here
alterafter singing we thank thee 0 god
for a prophet we knelt in humble
prayer to the almighty and dedicated
the group of islands and its peo-
ple to the preaching of the gospel
the spirit of god rested upon us and
we rejoiced as servants I1 of the lord
only can rejoice when they know they
are in the line of their duty godgoa
grant that the good work may prosper
on these islands of the sea and that
their inhabitants may be brought to a
knowledge of the truth alterafter return-
ing to Nei afla I1 saw elders welker and
jensen located in their hired room took
another walk with them through the
town and adjoining groves bid toem a
brotherlytrotherly goodbye and a heartfelt god
speed and boarded the steamer which


