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the influence ol wine, Dr, Howard has
peimitted his tongue to wag too freely.

The guilty physician had a passion for
inflicting pain upon animals of every
sort. He had scarcely been marrieda
month before his wife discovered this
mania. In testifying before the com-
mission she gave the {ollowing extraor-
dinary evidence:

“Ope night we were sitting in the
drawing room quite late., 1 arose to
go to bed. When I arrived up stairs 1
remembered I had leit my watch upon
the drawing room ma telpiece. 1 des-
cended the stairs. As 1 approached the
the drawing room ! heard the sounds of
a cat mewing piteously. Looking
torough the door F was horrified to see
my husband holding the cat over the
fAame of a moderator famp. 1 was too
trightened to do anything but retreated
up stairs. 1 discovered later that he
had spent almost the whole night burn-
ing the cat to death. It was quite pos-
sible lor me, as | studied him closely, to
tell when these moods were coming on.
On such occasions some apparenily
trivial act would put me on my guard.
1o his normal moods he was an excel-
lent husband and father and one of the
gentlest and most tractable men.”’

Robert James Lees is the gentleman
to whom the unfortunates of the East
.End of London owe their present im
munity irom attacks of the Ripper.
Lees is at present the proprietor of a
novel institution for the higher educa-
tion of woikingmen at Peckham, a
suburb of London, and resides at 26, the
-Gardens, Peckham, Rye, London, south-
east. One day he was writing in his
study, when he becamelconvinced that
the Ripper was about to commit another
murder. The whole scene arose before
him. He seenied to see a man and a
woman walking down the length of
Mean streer.  He foflowed them in his
mind’s eye, and saw them enter a nar-
row court, He saw the man cut the
woman’s throat and gash the lifeless
body horribly with a large knife.

So impressed was he by the vision
that he at once went to Scotland Yard
and detailed the whole matter to the
detectives. By way of humoring one
whom they considered a harmless luna-
tic, the sergeant at the desk took down
the name of the place where Lees said
the crime would be committed and also
noted that the clock in & mythical pub-
lic house had pointed to t2:40 o’clock
.at the moment when the Ripper and his
victim had entered the court.

At 12:30 o’cloek the following uight a
woman enteted a public house facing
the court in gqusstion. She was quite
.under tlie influence of liquor. and the
bar-keeper refused to serve her. She
left the place and was seen by another
witness to enter the court again in com-
pany with a man dressed in a dark suit
and catrying a light overcoat upon his
arm. This wasin evidence given be-
fore the deputy coroner, who held an
inguest on the body of the woman, who
had been found in the very spot des-
cribed by Lees, “‘with her throat cut
Arom ear o car, and otherwise indecent-
iy and horribly muiilated'’—to quote
trom the coroner's records.

Lees himself was indescribably shocked
when he learned of the murder next
dzy, and removed with his lamily to the
continent. While he was abroad the
Ripper committed four more murders,
but Lees had no visions regarding them.
Later Lees retutned to London,and one

day while riding in an omnibus he ex
perienced a renewal of his strange
sensations.

The omnibus ascended Nottinghill,
stopping at the top, where a man enter-
ed. Lees at once experienced a singulay
sensation. Looking up he percieved
that the new passenger was a man of
medium size, dressed in a dark suit of
Scotch tweed, over which he wore a
light overcoat. Hz had a soft felt hat
on his head. Over a year had elapsed
since Lee's vision, but  the
picture of the murderer -had been in-
delibly impressed upon his mind. To
his wife he remarked earnestly, “That
is i!{ack the Ripper.”

is wife lavghed and told him not to
be ioolish. “I am not mistaken,’’ re-
plied Lees, "I feel it.” The bus turning
into Oxford street at Marble Arch, the
man in the light overcoat got out. Lees
followed the man dawn Park lane. On
reaching Apsley House the man juniped
into a cab and was driven rapidly down
Piccadilly.

That night Lees again received pre-
monitions that the “Ripper” was about
to commit another murder and hastened
to Scotland Yard. The head inspector
listened with a smile of incredulity. until
Lees told of the victim's ears being
severed from her head, At this the
officer drew a postal card irom his desk
and laid it before his visitor. The card,
written in red ink, bore the marks of
two bloody fingers. The card read as
follows:

“Tomorrow night I shall again take
my revenge, claiming from the class of
women who have made themselves most
obnoxious to me my ninth victim.

JACK THE RIPPER.

“P, S.—To prove thatl am really
‘Jack the Ripper’ Iwill cut the ears off
the ninth victim,"’

At these words Lees tainted dead
away., So impressed was the inspector
that all that day he concentrated his
energies upon the problem ol how to
cover Whitechapel district. By dusk
the next day 3,000 constables in citizens’
clothes and 1,500 detectives disguised as
mechanics were patrolling the courts
and alleys of Whitechapel.

Naotwithstanding these precautions,
‘“Jack the Ripper’’ penetrated the cor-
don, slew his victim and made his es-
cape. One ear was completely severed
from her body and the other was hang-
ing from her head by a mere shred.
Lees again temoved to the continett.
While abroad the Ripper completed his
sixteenth murder.

Shortly after that Lees returned to
England, where he made the acquain-
tance of Roland B. Shaw, a mining
stock broker of New York, and Fred C.
Beckwith, of Broadhead, Wis., who was
then the financial promoter of an
American syndicate in London. The
three gentlemen were dining one day in
the Criterion when Lees suddenly ex-
claimed: *Great God! Jack the Ripper
has committed another murder!”

Shaw looked at his watch and found
it was 7:49 o'clock. A Biio o'clock a
policeman discovered the body ot a
woman in Crown court with her throat
cut from ear to ear, and her body bear-
ing all the marks of the Ripper's handi-
work.

After an earnest appeal from the in-
spector, Lees consented to try and track
tge Ripper, much in the same why as a
bloodhound pursues a ctiminal. All
that night Lees traversed swiltly the

streets ol London. The inspector and
his aids followed a few feet behind. At
last, at four o’clock in the morning, the
human bloodhound balted at the gates
of a West End mansion, Pointing to
an upper chamber where a faint hight
gleamed, he said: "“There is the
murderer you are looking for.”

“It is impossible,” returned the im-
spector. “That is the residence of one
ol the most celebrated physicians in the
West End; but, if you will describe to
me the interior of the doctor's hall, 1
will arrest him."’

L=2es gave the description without
hesitation. At 7 o'clock they entered
the house and tound the room just as
described and learned that the doctor
was still in bed.

Atfter the examination referred to
above the Ripper was removed toa
private insane asylum in Islington, and
he is now the most intraclable and
dangerous madman confined in that
establishment.

1o order to account for the disappear-
ance of the doctor from societv a sham
death and burial were gone through,
and an empty coffin, which now re-
poses in the family vauit at Kensal
Green, is supposed to contain the mor-
tal remains ol the great West End
physician, whose untimely death all
London mourned At the asylum the
Ripper is simply known as Thowmas
Mason, alias No. 124.

NEWS NOTES.

The new oli and fertilizer works at
Axntorla, Or., will be in operativn by
May 20to.

A boat containing a fishing party of
seven capeized In Liewis lake near Fort
Collioe, Wyo., Bunday afternoon, and
five of the party were drowned.

The Boise Stalesman anuounces that
it will sbortly be equipped with type-
setting machinery, which wil} auable
it to glve more reading matter,

A diapatch from Bheridan, Wyo,,
pavs the MoBhane tle boom on Toogus
river broke Monday snd about 25,000
tles were carried away by the flood,
representing a loss of $10,000,

Two hunters cornored & yearling
ocinnamon bear near Lake Chelan,
\Wasah,, and exploded & stick ot uynoa-
mite in hia cave. The bear waa mot
soathed and had to be punched out,

Special policemen at Portland, Or.,
are sow required to wear the regula-
tion uniform, including the helmset,
apd must report for duly at regular
hours. They are Dot permitted to
acoept money from Womeu of the
«Whitechapei’? diatriet.

The ocat meal mill at Missouls, Mont.,
it ia atated, will probably he compelled
to ciore down for {wo monthe thissum-
mer, owing to the fact thut lhers are
pot mow enough Missoula and Ravulli
county oals in the market ty keep It in
continuo.a operation.

C. F. Alpsworth, manager of the
L.emon hot:l in Pboeaix, Arizona, has
been floed $25 for violating the ofty
ordinance i reiusing to pay tob city
tax of 40 cente per room per month on
the ground that such & tax is lllegal
and vold. He bas appealed the case.

P.J. A, Hall, a prominent resident
an i frult-gruwer of Vaugion Bay, near
‘Tacoms, Wash,, was justantly killed
Baturday evenlog ot his tarm. He was




