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english papers are devoting several
columns each day to the subject
on one side it is contended that the
idea of female choristerscho is ridicul-
ous on the other side it is said that
they would be a benefit the idea
of forming choirs composed of both
men and women seems not yet to
have been thought worthy of con-
siderationaide ration A few sentencessentence takenstaken
from the many letters addressed to
the editors of arious papers may
not be out of place one writes
mr editor sir if we are to have

lady choristerscho we must as well have
lady clergy lady churchwardenschurchwardens
etc the idea is prepreposterousrous 11 an-
other writes mr editor sir from
an experience of 40 years as choir-
master I1 distinctly say it will not
do apart from the musical ineffi-
ciency of girls you must consider
the terrible peculiarities of the sex
still another writes sir the idea
of a female choir appears to offer
three objections first it is uun-
workable

n
second it is unmusical

and thirdthim it is unscriptural 11 on
the other side there are some who
feel disposed to favor the idea of
women choirs for example one
writes mr editor sir whenpaul advised that women should be
allent in church he hadbad no refer-
ence to the question of choirs an-
other writes sir As one familiar
with cathedral and choral services
I1 am delighted with the idea of
lady choristerscho it is reasonable
andriand righteat to employ in the praise of
god that divine and exquisite in-
strumentment a womancomansIs voice an-
other writes A woman singing
at public worship is a sight natural
comely and edifying

about this time of the year lon-
don undergoes an invasion of a pe-
culiar character partaking of young
and old men who astrongly bear the
impress of the genusua clerical accom-
paniedaled by elderly spinstersspin redo-
lentCnt of cats tracts gold spectacles
sadand lavender water and then does
the strand assume its fullest appear-
ance and exeter hall becomes
filafloied several times daily with en-
thusiasticthusia audiences who combine
with their visit on religious ma-
tter a ramble around the city and
itsIte sights with the result that the
mild curate and the portly rector are
to be met with accompanied by
their sisters their cousins and their
aunts in all places of amusement
where rectors and cuccratescuratesrates can safely
go another deluge is also sweep-
ing over london and seems with
each week to increase in volume go
whereap one will the sonsSODS and daugh-
ters of columbia are to be met with

the death of lord combermereComber mere
some time ago and now the death
of lady combermereComber mere snaps a not-
able link with the last century
lord combermereComber mere was born in 1772
and consequently was 43 yearsyeara of
age when Naponapoleonsleonls power was
crushed at waterloo what a ter-
rible whirl of events has taken
place during the life of this one in-
dividual when lord comber
moremere was born goldsmith was still
alive burnsbums was writing poetry
clive and warren hastings were
suustill in india captain cook was
making his famous voyages spain
wu one of the most extensive em

pires ouon the globe venice was still
a republic and poland a kingdom
louis XVI sat on the throne of
france and north america was
owned by francofrance england and
spain pitt andana fox and burke
were not yet famous and the won-
ders of steam navigation and rail-
ways were not yet known the
powers of electricity were not yet
discovered and laborsavinglabor saving ma-
chinery had scarcely begun to affect
society judging from the past
what may we not expect in the next
one hundred years then fifty
thousand soldiers constituted a vast
army now the nations are muster-
ing their millions and terrible ma-
chines are invented to destroy hu-
man

bu-
man life with unexampled rapidity
in france and germany and even
in switzerland it is not the men
only that are obliged to do military
duty even boys from twelve to
sixteen years of age are formed into
juvenile regiments of infantry and
obliged each month to exercise with
firearms 0 shame shamelshame on the
boasted civilization of the nine-
teenth century that children should
be taken from their homes and
trained to the work of death
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this is the time in europe
for reviews not merely military
reviews like those of william of
germany and francis joseph of
austria and humbert of italy hehaveve
been indulging in not merely
naval reviews such as the people of
england have been witnessing but
likewise reviews of political affairs
such as the people of france are now
considering in fact retrospection
seems to be the order of the hour
farmers tradesmen politicians and
moralistsmora lists all seem inclined to care-
fully note their successes and failure
in the past and from these experi-
ences learn a lesson for the future
taking it all in all the season of 1889
has been one of material success
As a rule the farmers of europe
have been blessed with abundant
harvests

the great exhibition at partsparis has
brought untold billions of money
into circulation and thousands upon
thousandsthousand of tourists havebave lilethelike the
goddess of fortune distributed their
bounties in every city and town of
europe it may be safely said that
europe was never so rich as at the
present moment yet strange to
say suspense and doubt are written
upon the features of millions
statesmen seem to be planning as
thouthoughh in the most critical period
of ttheir nations history the
ominous speech of lord salisbury
at the mansion house in london
lately is but a type of the speeches
of other statesmen in other por-
tions of europe it is not in
france alone that agitation is
convulsing society to its very depths
russia and germany and austria
are still but it is a compulsory still-
ness produced by military despotism

in one word the paralysis of fear
underneath the still surface of this
human tide is the strong auder cur
rent of socialism seething with hate
corruption and crime during the
busy season of the harvest there

seemed to be a lullhill but now that the
nights are getting a little longer the
socialistic gatherings are commenc-
ing and pamphlets of the most in-
flammatoryflam matory character can be found
in every village but where they come
from ah that is the question for
twenty years europe has groaned
under a load of military armament
such as she has never lonejone before
gradually the peopeoplele aie becoming
better informed everywhereeverywhere the
people are reading and think-
ing even in italy the news
paper is a necessity and
in every city and town these
daily journals are eagerly read by
thousands As a rule the daily
journals are largely devoted to po-
litical and social questions and the
masses of europe are pondering and
discussing these questions as they
have never done before with in-
creased intelligence to the masses
comes increased discontent never
was suicide so prevalent in europe
as nownew one would think that in
the golden autumn days when lus-
cious fruits hangbang from orchard
boughs when the garner of the
farmer is full and labor abundant
for the mechanic or laborer that
then men and women would not
weary of life it is evident that this
terrible sickness unto death must
depend upon other causes it is not
the old and infirm the poor and the
blind who might be supposed to
philosophize upon the subject and
conclude that life was no longer
useful to them or to others on the
other hand it is those who are in the
very heyday of their earthly term of
existence who furnish the greatest
numberdumber of suicides the causes
therefore must be looked for in an
entirely different direction nor
must we attribute these attempts to
shorten life merely to habits of dis-
sipationsi for dissipation itself is fre-
quently4 not so much a cause as a
result of previous reasoning and an
attempt to get relief from sorrow by
momentary exhilaration it would
seem that one fact must strike every
thoughtful observer and that is that
most of those who commit suicide
have no faith in god or a future ex-
istence only those who have
witnessed life in those greatgeat
american cities such as newanew
york and chicago where a vas
turbulent element exists can
have an adequate idea of the irre-
ligious character of continental
cities the extent of infidelity and

that prevails in central
europe is not to be measured mere-
ly by those who spend their sun-
days and holidays at the public
houses or beer gardens in boisterous
mirth these indeed furnish but a
small proportion it is a lamentable
fact that in thousands of so called
protestant churches and in scores of
theological schools the teachings of
strauss and renanbenan are taught to the
young under the specious guise of
christianity

and if men shall be convinced
that they are only animals and that
god takes no notice of them whose
property would be safe whose
life would be sacred who would
be secure from the unrestrained
ravages of every base passion that
finds its home in the human heart
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