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I1 will not speak of myself but I1 do not
believe there Is one of these men hold-
ing the apostleshipapostles bip who would not
gladly hadbad it been godscods will and
the sacrifice would have sufsufficedfloed
have given uupthehisbils life to efinesave
this people the three hebrew
children in taking the course they did
involved only their own lives their
action did not involve the lives liber-
ties and future of a great people
therefore you can seeam that the analogy
between their case and ours is not a
complete one

when daniel went into the lions
den he himself was the sufferer it
was his own life only that was jeopar-
dized but suppose just for a second
that the leaders of this people hadbad
said we will stand and resist this
we will carry out this command of
god in the face of the whole world
what would have been the effect 2

why it would have involved
this entire people every member
of this church every man and
child in it and bow many are
there who would have obeyed that
doctrine and shown their faith how
many would perhaps have said you
have no right to drag us into this to
involve us and our lives and our future
and everything that we have on earth
in a sacrifice which only you your-
selves are concerned in can you not
see the difference between the three
oasescases 11 have quoted it is as plain as
it can be

god guided those men of old to do as
they did god has guided his church
until now he guided us to do what we
have done and in the history of his
dealings with the children of men it
will be recorded that we have made as
great or greater sacrificesflow than any
people that ever lived

now I1 wish to say this much be
cause I1 have heard expressionsexpress ionn such
as those I1 have referred I1
have boardbeard them too many times from
those who themselves have shown
their faith in the doctrines sufficient-
ly

clent
to obey them well now brethrenbrethren

and sisters this is the great point of
all I1 have said thus far each one of
us should have the light of the spirit
of god shining in his heart so that hebe
may know for himself that which is
right that when we hear the voice of
the true shepherd we will recognize it
we may not be able to tell all the de-
tails but we will know by the testi-
mony of the spirit of god within us
that which is right this is the testi-
mony which it gives to the latter day
saints they know when they hear
the voice of a servant of god
and they understand it they
may not be able to explain all
of the reasons connected with
this but they have a living testi-
mony of the truth within them

go and plead with the lord ask
him to remove the darkness from your
minds to give you the light of the
huly spirit that it may shine upon
your understanding that you ruaymay
comprehend it and you will not wait
upon him in vain I1 can assure you
that he will hear your prayers and
answer them he will fill1111 you with
orrpeaceca and joy and you will know
for yourselves that this is gods work
you will know that all your wisdom
thythe wisdom of men of those standing
at your headbead is not alone sufficient to
guide this church we may mark out

paths for traveling but the lord di-
rects our ways and we cannot walk
safely without we may have our
ideas as to how this work is going to be
built up and established but the lord
will show us as has been quoted in our
hearingbearing by brother franklin D rich-
ards that As the heavens are higher
than the earth so are gods ways
higher than mans ways ay9 we would
never have reached these valleys had
not the lord guided us and wew can
look back andlee how wonderfully his
promises have been fulfilled in our be-
half scarcely a step could have been
taken of our own choice if we had not
been upheld by god and hadbad he not
sustained us in all our doings so it
will be to the end and we will be
obliged to confess that his wisdom has
done it all

there is another subject that I1 would
like to mention before we adjourn this
conference remarks have been made
to usud concerning home industries and
their importance talk about revela-
tion you go aniand read the sermons of
president young and if you do not be-
lieve now that he was a prophet I1
think after you have read them you
will be sure he was because hebe talked
as a prophet to this peopleale
concerning their future angeoand his
words were full of godlike wisdom and
he poured them out in a constant
stream during his lifetime one of his
great themes was that we should be-
come a self sustaining people our
minds have diverted from this to a
great extent I1 believe however that
circumstances will be so arranged that
we shall be compelled to pay attention
to these matters it should be the aim
of every man to try and become self
sustaining and to have his family self
sustaining it is my to raise
everything that tois eaten and drunk by
myself and my family I1 havestriven
for this I1 would like to have it so
that I1 could have everything we wear
produced here also but what I1 wish
to referrater to now is this

we are allowing our young men
throughout these valleys by hundreds
to grow up in ignorance of skilled in-
dustriesdustries I1 was recently at a conference
in one of our stakes a large stake
noted for the thrift of its people and
upon inquiry I1 found thattha there were
only two boys in the settlement in
which the conference was held learn-
ing trades and very few anywhere else
in the stake this to me is ominous
of trouble ominous of poverty our
young men growing up destitute of
knowledge concerning skilled branches
of business I1 am in favor of education
I1 think no one who knows me will dis-
credit me when I1 say that but I1 am
not in favor of book education at the
expense of education in skill at
manual labor I1 have a number of
sons and I1 would rather they should
be destitute of book learning much as
I1 value it than be destituteof a know-
ledge ofcf using their hands and their
bodies in earning their living I1 be-
lieve they would be better citizens if
they would learn how to work than
they would be with all the learning
that they could get if they did not
possess these other qualities but there
is no necessity that our children should
be taught one branch alone they cantcan
be given a good education and at the
same time be taught some skilled

branch of labor I1 think it is anail error
for us to send our young men to school
till they are eighteen or nineteen or
twenty years of agege without teaching
them some industrial occupation be
cause it is from fifteen to twenty that
boys learn to use their muscles and how
to tolltoil without it being burdensome to
them but you take a young man after
then if he has learned nothing but
what is in in books and put him to
hardbard manual labor and he shrinks
from it very few men can stand it
arbey want to get easy employment
while I1 do not it necessary that
all should follow manual labor it is
Deonecessaryessary that all should be taught
these branches so that they can be use-
ful then if they can make their liv-
ing by following some lighter occupa-
tion that will be more congenial to
themJ they can do so but it seems to
me brethren and sisters that this is a
subject that ought to receive our atten-
tion we are importing skilled labor-
ers from abroad carpenters

etc to supply the demand in
this city and territory it think this
is deplorable we should be in a dif-
ferent condition

pardon me if I1 allude to my own
case in this matter as I1 happen to be
familiar with it I1 have several sons
and I1 have offered each of them for
one year to any of our brethren who
would teach them mechanism I1 have
done this with all the sons that I1 have
grown up because I1 thought an educa-
tion of this kind was very valuable
I1 would like mmyy boys to learn every
kind of trade I1 would like them to be
skilfulful I1 would like them to ube
these glorious handsbands that god has given
us and this glorious brain in a skilled
manner the man who can do this
is a much more useful citizen it is
bad to see so many learning to drive
a team and following teaming as an
occupation almost anybody can
learn to drive a team A girl can
learn it I1 have seen girls that did it
excellently there tois very little skill
about that of course a good teamster
is a rare article I1 am aware of that
then we hove men following farming
who do not study farming and make a
business of it if you are going to
make your children farmers give them
that knowledge that will qualify themi

give them a knowledge of abricagricagricultural
chemistry so that they will under-
stand the nature of soils and howbow to
improve soils and the best manure for
soils and the bestbent soils to produce cer-
tain articles give them skill in this
direction let us take advantage of
the opportunities that god has given
us there are no brighter intellects in
this world than are to be found among
the latter day saints young men of
capability young men who will make
their mark if you will give them any
kindolkind of a chance these young men
will grow up and be a mighty
ramrace if we will take the course that we
should do with them I1 feel that when
a child is born the parentsare indebted
to that child to bring it into the
world as a waif to launch it upon
society without giving it a proper edu-
cation and proper training and resistassist-
ance is a great wrong if we did this
we would be like animals it is the
duty of every man andaad every woman
who has a child to do everything in
their power for that child to qualify it
to be a useful man or woman and no


