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News ana Gossip From Arthur
Crispin

It SUCCESS OF JOSEF IIOFMANN

The Spanish Drama In New York
Rumors on the RlaKo Return

of Helen Bertram Sea
brookes Success Abroad

Copyright 180111
6 Nw York March IIJosef Hofmann

wh a decade or so ago created a
furore In this city as a phenomenal
child pianist and Incidentally made a
small fortune for his manager lIonryr Abbey who was at the Urn paying
him a salary theretofore unheard of fora boy Is with us once more This time

p howevr he Poxes no a man In reallty hI but an overgrown lad and his
awkwardness n the stage Is believed
by many shrewd observers to have con
tributed largely to the enormous sun
ess uhlch lie hasundoubttdlyachleved

mann admirers declare that when lint
man here before he was merely

marvelous for u boy but that now lie
In tnarveloub no compared with anypianist living Whether all the rushthat has ben Poured out about the
fount man Is deserved IIs open lo ques
tion but there can bo no sort of doubtli to the magnitude or the hit which he
has made In this city Padcrewakl hasprobably liven tho cause of more ab
lurd ebullitions on the part of Imprcl
slonable or rather hysterical 4omcnthan any artist In any line In theworld durlnir the last halt decaderhr are those however who artthat allowing for the natural growth In
popularity and technique Hofmann I1sIkely to supersede the Polish performer
is a staget Idol within the next fiverars or 0

5 There Is one Phaseof Hermann char
icier which makes him unique at least
Most of tho great Pin o PI
masses

are
of concentrated affectationThey are not frai k even with them

lelves Conielt Is as natural to them
T is gill ara to a ilsh Hermann IIs real

I ly a modest young fellow That IIs to
lay 110 It not self assertive and Is wIllN Inc to admit that perhaps there are

41 other performers tile world He Istin
V 1 tully mpressud A a sense or his ownability but lie Is particularly reticentabout discussing It

After this It will not be surprising II
some reckless spirit shout declare thathe knoni an actor who Is averse tonewspaper notoriety Stronger tl Ingt
have happened but on second thought
no Then could be nothing Irnng
Ithan that It fIs the limit or would be ItIt wtre possible

The fpanlsn are not In high favor InInti k this country at tho present time but ItIml I Is irettr ware to assert that chegart their representative playwright wouldtit It

tolought
warmly received It lo could be-

E11
to New York JIDA druma

Gran daleoto which hast tll Just had All

t exper mental presentation of ono ueekat thoI hands of theI r r enterprise knownt as the Criterion Theater has cun
r vlnced the daubing tile Spain has att least one dran atlit who IIs tit to rankwith tie best In tile world U Oran

I ill I i
CaUulo Is practically a Sermon against
cond1 mongrlnlr end It rhowil litterrating and convincingly bell ultperhaps the puitst imullion bisybolle

i May wreck lives ly Permitting their
li114 Iii it tongues to Wag Idly

The adaptation was Made by liltsf laude Hanks find It wits admirably
I done according to the critics of nearly
I ii all the dally papers of this ell Shef alool ilajed He leading female role ulth

fire t ability Altogether the produe
II tlo1 was almost its much of a triumphlik for Miss Honks as ror 1chesary and tile

i Criterion theater peoplei i
II The latter dm I lie tile sneers of thecarpers by the WAY ore going ftheati on tire lines originally laid down andthere can be little doubt that they v lit
II eventually accomplish much In the dlI Milan of cultivating a taste for something beyond frothy nonsenslcnlltlesJt I and impure sexual problem Play on theI part ot its theater goers of Nw Yorkand that some well directed effort In

JI I that direction Is urgently needed no
one who IIs disinterested will deity

iIlc 44 The rumor committee or the lUaUo
lase disposed or Edna Wallace lIopper

i

In two dlrdlon In an many vieeks find
now como to the front with Another
plan for the popular little lady fu-
ture It Is pretty generally otcejted
hat tie will not be a member of her
husbands company next season Hut
according it the committee Its preVIOUSi
announcement hat she would return
to comedy work In Charles Trohman
company IIs not correct Neither Is the
Inter declaration from the Panic au-
thoritative source to the effect that she
would star In the Cloodwln Ilyrne r irstopera A Normandy Wedding for
merly Papa OouOou which Is the
urrent attraction at the lIerald Square
theater

Th latest Is that Mrs De Wolf Hop-
er IIs looking for n new opera In which

to star alone next season It Is to be
loped that the rumor Is not founded on
fact Mrs Hopper M one of the most
charming little comediennes In Amerl
ca4 and If she could get an opera In
which Ihr I M ln ln It wn1
all right but her vocal efforts only
P rve to Impress hearers will the tore
of the saying that U Is difficult for a
person who 19 particularly good In one
field of endeavor to realize how bad
he or she may bo In another There
is very little chance tar an operatic artIt Ithout a voice Just at the present
time Allen good voices are so plentiful-

AndI speaking of the Hoppers tile
1I0rnonllon d committee has already
announced De Wolf Hopper and I Illlan-
tuasell as Joint state for next season

It might be a dlmcult matter to figure
out how this arrangement would be an
advantage to elll er of the parties In
rested but there can be no doubt thatthey would come pretty close to play
the to capacity business at every iertormance vn though the prices were
slightly advanced It would almost
certainly be it moro powerful box Witte
combination than tile Iresent Triple
Alliance which Is drawing enormous
celpts

Helen Bertram who In private life
Is Mrs r J Henley Is coming back to
this country fhe will take Ithe placo as
prima donna of the Bostonians tu ho
made vacant by the retirement of Miss
Alice Nellsen who as lima been an-
nounced numerously In to lie n star on
her own account next season This
should be gratifying news to Ameri-
cans It Is an open secret that It Missnrtram hail bn French or Italian or
Polish she would long ago have been-
a member of an Important grand opera
organization nut site had the misfor-
tune to bo nothing but an Amerlcand our Patriotic name or Imported
managers thouuht evidently that thepublic her would not ha so enthuslas
tWo tier an It Aunt over Name un
knolln nllh ian unpronounceable nmfinally Allen Ilertrm ment to Tng
land And after several Irrltllng ex-
periences cot the opportunity she wall
after and set London talking about hrability Offers of engagements poured 1
In upon her and then when she tied
succeeded In gelling a foothold on the
other lid ot the water the managers
ot the Bostonians concluded thAt she

fl

was just the prima donna they hall
jeen looking for andshe was engaged
at a Salary probably much larger than
she would lave been glad to accept
some months ago VII of which goes to
tear out the Impression tint If You
wish to get an Important New York en
gagemnt You must go to London

Thomas Q Scabrooke Is another
American whose ability appears to bo
appreciated to a greater extent In Lon
don than It ever was here Ho was
comparatively speaking unknown Vera
when ho went over n few months ago
and took an engagement as leading
comedian ot n production which Was
not Bufllclenlly successful to Interfere
with the tranquil now of the Thames
II it he scored n lilt and woo extrava-
gantly boomed ly not of tire criticsne has office hM many offers and it lie
ven Ptated that he will never come
back to this country The fact that he
Is enormously In arrears on alimony
to his wife nvla Crox may of course
have hd memo Influence In InduCing
that decision but he hits really done
exceptionally well In London

AIITHUP CHISPIV

A Man of Ideas
Mr nichard Mansfield Is said to be

mot resourceful of Ideas A very good
Idea occurred to him which he Intended
to exploit with the tour of E M andJoseph Holland who were starring undr its management 1112 Idea was to
have tho brothers appear In New York
Itiny on a tugboat as though they had
Just arrived from Holland They were
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to be met by a party of newspaper me-nonaynebt The Itollond mhobehavedas though thhad never been In AmrIca before Were to air their vleits roardlng New York even before theyhad seen It They uere to be driven to
the Holland House and scre to order
Holland gill

lenry C lInr has renewed his contrct Alth JatnA A Iferne tar it perlotl
of live years NPitt Autumn Air Hemwill appear In The Dev Mr Griffith
Davenport and later In art Irish
drama

AT02orl

M119V4 A TIMELY NOTES OF THE STAGE
Yom

Squlr nncron now In Nwspeaks of the first performance otr Our American Cousin Mhlih ho wit
nestled 39 yearn ago with Edward SSoil ore Joseph Jefferson LauraKeene

t

U11 In Varrey And
Mr Varry nortLiSitearnlysit

theme cloranow before the publiC Mrs
Stevens Is acting the mother In Way
Down EarV In New York andI doing It

110 onough to Jutlty admiration for
the Aeton ot tht eOltler rrebS

A new musical comedy b > Edgar
Ail tit Aill probably no produced In th

early Part of the spring at soma Proud
nay Ncv York theater Mr Smith
has aUo completed a new urlesiue tin

Tho Conquerors entitled The Corn

C111111 tr Walter ItMs which
III n Ile lprodured-
Artaimcnifut have been made with

Max reemnn by Its lCoven arid Smith
tnr He st ring of their oporn-

nclng
The

M 3ler and Star Day lit

John Dlalr I ill act next season nith

Julia Marlon He Is now engaged In
Il Cran Galeoto aftert a curious ex

perlenoo ot Several satmna As one of
Franklin Fargenl pupils he gave In
dication of exceptional talent when lie
aipearel at the student
In New York But his prMinamot-
acting In Crmen The Wife ot

Searll and other plays was to elah-
Artie and mannered that Avery spark ot
Promise seem04 to haNo died out IIut
In the Ectregaray drama Ilia 1ork is
highly creditable though lugubrious

Nonce O Veil will be the heroine of
That Lass o Lowrlea when Mrs

Dunntts novel IIs transferred to the

steel The two Pieces will be given by

tile company at the head or which 010

Mr Lackaye and Miss O Veil
Walter Jones to to hv It comic Ape ra

next season that as Orion go m

years etc try Clay Oro ve and Fled-

trick
i

Eustis Possibly She Is Tel-

lneed of voice In comic opera nowad l

fu

SOCIETY ON

THE STAGE

Graduates of the Wheatcroft
School

NEW ASPIKUTi FOR FAME

Well Known Society Men and Women
Soon to Appear Before the Foot ¬

lightsFrom the Drawing
Room to the Stage

ICopyneht 1S3-

Sew York March 1IThO step from
the social circle to the center of thestage from the rose shaded lamp of the
salon to the unmasked glare of Uu-
foolllghts IIs as easy It would seem as
the two atoll front genius lo madness-

I asked Mrs Nelson healcroft of
the Whtitcrofl Dramatic school to lelll
me something about the social favorites-
who were taking the jours course to
graduate later Into public approval or
disapproval

I have Miss Adeline Mann she told
me a leaUtlful girl from New Or
leans whoie father Is a well known
railroad director and her people promi-
nent In society

ties Ellis Hamilton from an old
New York family who Is considered the
belle of the school

Miss Jessie McAJim niece of Judge
McAdam or the supreme court

Lillian Fltz White cousin of fresl
dent Harrison of Omaha

Miss von Arold a ream beautiful
girl with hair of tho true Titian red

not changed
la

Ili a night front darkness
but the red gold of the ImmortaJ canvases She Ins been painted by

Stori Abbott and other Britain
lave Also three prominent young

Physicians ho have deserted the medIcln chest and scalpel to study A th
Tr They have enterol the school undr assumed names those of Wendell
An Jernon and Vyepa One of them you
would know Immediately He has been
promlnenl In Vow York Four Hun
dred

laughed I Iont know why I re-
membered a physician who ud to Pre-
scribe matinees for a delicate patient
Probably this trio or budding geniuses
is of that sclwolth ympatlco lillarl
cue or something like Iht-

Why shouldn a doctor act He II lie
tight hero to revive Ills audiences while

actor who was Just an actor and-
nothing else would be handicapped by
lack ot medical Information

And besides the mallnee Idols are
getting Just a trlfleoldJust a little Tell
It not In Oath publish It not In He-
trects of ArktlnI but there ate ru

ion that they Ihave held the e own

quite ong enough Ve need something
neW There Is a popular Imi resslon
that Idols never grow oU Chinese Ido-
ldont

I
Matinee lots do That Is th-

edlltncenot the only one of cone
but a Paramount one

So I welcomed the hews that wo were
to have our Idols circle renewed I hy all
dltlonn from the medical ranks And
ihall transfer iny allegiance gladly

However I dont think the estal list ed
Idols will Sale to get under cover Just
ret

Mrs Wheattrroft combines clarity
and business In a thoroughly womanly
Ally It Is Impossible to be entirely
charitable even at home 111Is equally
Impossible to be Intensely pronil ev-
ery inlnuto vl tha diy Hut there ore
compromises and Mrs Wlealcrort
mso and compromises

1 Offer two Scholarships every year
she told me The entrance fee for the
examination Is 10 The successful ones
are entitled to the S400 course and no-
one knows who the scholarship gill-

dents are until the endl congratu
tie hr on her graceful conclon to

human pride and on tier generosity
Mrs Vloatcroft has about 40 In her

present c arm twothirds tit horn nri
women TnO thirds of everything are
Aomori noundays Nature seerinq to
have forgotten or become mld on her
law or averages-

Mrs Wheatcroft explains the pre-
dominance or omen In her class with
a shrug arid It Smile That Jg the usual
explanation of womn predominance-
I findan explanation that dont ex
plain and doesn reduce Ih0 women
more the pity
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In answer to another question Mrs
Wheatcroft ansnered

M y course Is a very hard onenv a
hours a tier four days In the week GV
months And Includes ei rylhlng de-
portment elocution danclitg tnclng-
eto

Yes society play are the vogue
Few care to learn tragedy A few at
Im pt melodrama but the majority of
tire class limit themselves to the light-
comedy that Is now so prevalent

What Is the hardest thing You have
to light against I asked that IIs
taking the class collectively

llepoife I should say what on the
at age Is called poise

That reminded me unpleasantly of the
Broadway cable cars so I branched off

Uo any of your pupils making
names for themselves and for You

She quoted tara Perry who gradual
el last year and Is now Haying wllh
Gillette as lloading lady In Secret Berv
Ice John Lancaster who commenced
ulth a mail part in Charley Aunt
and IIs now assisting Henry Miller and
several others vilione names I have for
gotten but who are ascending that
stalralr ot tam which lend to the Va-
cant attlo apartments where there IIs
always room and whose signs To Letare worn Rlth age Let us hope some
of them will tear those old signs down

Mrs Wl eatcrofl s student matinees
afford an excellent opportunity for the
budding genius of the pen as well an
that of the footlights It Is her practice
to bring the worls of untried authors
before the public Many of the one net
plays which ate Interpreted by hr IU
title are written pcllly for thrt and
have since ben ucctully produced
by other managers on the professional
stage One ot tier recent protge Is
Miss Alice Yates Grant who Ihas writ

tn a number of clever ono act plays
A Ilachelors Wife Tie Sword of

Remembrance Mrs Missing Mrs Pet
inglll and Jerry Duffle Moonshln
er tier latest contributions to stage
lor e mt with great success at the last
matinee given by this popular school

There are many who bellive still that
the pathway to success on the stage
leads only by the dlmculll ot one
night stands small parts yearn of try
ng It on the dog and exclusion from

ill 0 met roOt art triumph There are
others and Mrs heatcroft Is among
the number who contend that the dra-
matic school takes the place to a great
extent of this hard training and that
the finished product of an organized
system Is better able tto colle w it a
ent requirements than one whose vital
Ity has been wasted rather than rightly
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directed 74m Wheatcroft knows 11-
whY should slid be successful Why
should her roll call present a full earn
plmnt of ndum Why should man-
agers scarchIng for material to fill hope
In their ranks caused bY tempoturY-
stage marrlallo Absences como to tier
for advice And Selection

OCnTnUDE r LYNCH

A Trying Experience
The mot trying experience In the

career or J It ttoddart was the only
time when he made a stage wait In his
long experience before the footlights
t0 yr duration This la how he de
hlbe the advnture-

II Iva laying the part of IHmbcrt
Oobb In Ilosodale I had recently

a farm at Uohwny N J pur-chased
was trying to combine the avocation of
an amateur former with that of

I
a pro

tlonal actor traveled to and from
the theater art schedule time and trial
Irs ran lone very smoothly until one
evening the machinery of the Jery
City ferryboat broke down In the mid
dle or the river and a line exhibition ot
masterly Inactivity ensued

With watch In hand I waited nery
ously for the machinery to resume Its
customary activity Finally I explained-
my haste to the captain And after con

ora urgmg no nl m ahon In-
a rowboat When I struck Desbrosses
street It won 820 oclock and I know
that the curtain was up There wanta car In sight so I ran all the way to
the theater

Meanwhile the dresser had omitted
to report my absence and when the cue
for my first scene was given there was
a ghastly Star wall They finished the
Scene no bt they could and rang down-
the curtain

Lester Wallack came to my dressing
room Just as I arrived all out of breath
In my race Sealant time Without actI
dressing a word to me he began to
abuse the old dresser for not noutlng
the attge manager ot my absence On
my protesting that It was entirely my
fault Mr Wallaclc turned to lno and
remarked with charnetrltI coolness
Sir Stoddart I dont Propose to find

fault With you because I cn see that
you are suffering more than t am butdn tt Sir you shouldnt live In Ills
country It YOU must hoo POtat011 YO-
Ushould hoe them In Central pork In
future I Irust that when Iraut cue is
given It will hot be What ho without
What ho wlthlnl

Widows of Dramatists

There are a number of widows of
famous dramatists and musicians nowliving In Paris Mme Ambrolse Thomas
lives In the Avenue Victor Hugo She
is going to open hr Began shoWy and
go out of mourning Mmo de Danville
who Is lever and popular lives In the
Hue Laugler seeing nobody but her son
and two neighbors Mm Alexandre
Dimas still lives In the apartments
where the dramatist diedI and Mine
Gounod also remains In the beautiful
house on the Place Malehrb whore
the musician died

KISSING ON

THE STAGE

True Story of a Comic Opera
Production Before a

Rural Audience

It IIs a philosophical Frenchthat sj pithily for u 111 Y age

OXPctod tht alwy lhppn Un

Hut It was by Iircmonltlon
ened to The Mikado In

as we
at the Mutilator

the conflnvlllgo ofthe comic Opera halng bcn
Teton Clly

and turn by It tranlt trom firtaSe
theaters In the east to Ihlate town hall ins belle d

unregen
Iherbe a happening °

ouldnot metplay We wr not dloppolnled
dOln In Ih

tho moment A

ot the kissing Lie lied
far Ih

1t Millo
tile bright star or the Ihomo

IJarker
vanccd to the line of candles iSiiiily termed footlights Whateverhave been he mrIn ha assume chif

Pooh tie was now IInYou
Interest and

dead IIm
them earnestness Ltand gentlemen tile tenor slnbegan this
tire show to liatim ghplo place in

to make a speech but proceMhin
are about to happen 1milchka1lJllz-
fnlr that You be put on I hove heady
that Italy Moses Perkins wlo IsknoVn
And generally balled an d greeted
eventual husband of Miss tier

as the

Urlrwho Is taking the part of Villahis Announced to all
yom

I follow out the directions
concerned

of the Jigt

of this play and
lady there will be no differeniaskiningqa-

t1trouble I ofhrel1 announce that Igoing to begin klRliK the Young ladj
In about t hiren minutes and shallright on klslnlr tier throi th

keep

trained Pong nd1 flirther
that I shall 10 that kissing In

nnnounc

full
I

I of the audience Moreover It may
view

bsot Interest to You to know that I haisecreted In these long and Ilowlnf robtiSAO tIt rate six shooters right
tor business I

readyam also armed xuthltisfact that IJuly Moses Perkins U IIll1nlit scat No 167 which Is In plain viewfrom the stage An the scene which libout to be litlesenled Is a cross betweena delicious love song and a homicide
And us I Strait caress the one vomaa

fill one eye on her beauteous charmand the other on sent No 111 I howyou will overlook any little shortwIngn In the affair I hate to menlcs
such low coarse things but the ra
which I Strait me first Is a self tocta
And has Ibn recently oiled Thankqyen for your kind attention the show
will now co on

W c listened to the succcellng enlatory vocalism supposing there eeulJ
be a polite exchange of stwls but Sir
Perkins remained as quiet M InEgyptian mummy In response to an
encoio the histrionic Air llarker stainappeared In tile center ot the sing

Thank yoU he Bald for this tin
dlallon but It Von lIant Some more of
it I am compelled to Pay you cant ItAve
It I respect Mr Perkins claims on
I he prenalsea Thank You one and
and especially Mr Perkim oho his
this night sacrinced his feelings for thi
advancement of art The show will now
proceed

Anti It did as smoothly u the priml
five conditions of tire scenic effects and
the untrained voices of the nclora
would permit Dut re Mthillr it
least Me listened to Pooh ah u M
sang his mingled tale of woe andJ kept

HISSED IN MADRID

Experience ol a Pretty mcncao Actress

at the Spanish Capital

It la possible that 03 a nation we an
not fully aware of the Intene still
American feeling that animates both
the Spaniards of Curia and the perpt-
ot the Hlspmlan peninsula In Furope
nut this sentiment aggressive and war-

like Is not alone confined Ilo martial
matters but seems to have IntrufcJ
upon the realms of art

Miss Marie Lngle the American prlmt
donna who has only lately roIuwJ
from it Successful itcanon at the Royal
Opera House In Madrid hd an expert

unpleasant as peculiar fur the
ipanlih people like all Latin races art

hroverblally polite and courteoul lt3

omen whom they elegantly character-
ize as the gentler sex

They must have for once at least

forgotten their habitual Inillnets for

ties Tngle who Is stopping In Me
York city preparatory to tilling a Jim

special engagements In concert bef14
leaving for the Covent Garden London

summer season of opera thus relatel
the Incident Yes It Is true I MtSrW-

t
one unpleasant experience In
butt my subsequent triumph eompen

Pates for all that It was the firs-

tevening of Hamlet and from my e-
ntrsnce I was limited wllli ItIrses n-
lcIInd cries of Americana Wor-
doennot explain how J felt I could not

sing A sort of vocal Paralysis set K
From all over the theater come then
calls until at last they aroused all tthe

light and energy within me I had
ben subJect to an open Insult MBit
Knowing I didnt deserve It I Ma
rallied to tight the Spanish resentmen-
tand I am proud to say my efforts wore

successful Before the opera was nn

lhO I hd completely won the fted-

lence over and not a solitary his or

Jeer was heard
The rest Is really told While I reel

ognlzed that there wag a promlnenlRn-
11American feeling It Was never after-

ward shown toward myself I soon M

came a favorite In Madrid and Imil
be f re the queen regent and all the roy

allyNo
1 Tin not be quoted aboul the

present war scare but my experience
tells tie that there must be a varm
blooded populace In Spain which Is Jut
now pretty anxious and hot headed

The prima donna further stated that
she was glad to bo at home and to
able to sing tbefore her own Ipeople onto
more In conclusion she added uNo

more appreciative audiences exist than
those of our ovvn nationality

This naturally IIs very Pleasing to our-

self love

The old old theatrical story I told

once mor this tlm about NIII rar
rn After many Years of proprItY
and popularity and dazzling diamond IPhe has fallen upon ditys ot need It not

of oblivion A monster prtormanc
to be givWn for her benefit In Drury

Lane theater


