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I have been requested, ny brethren
and sisters, to occupy a portion of the
time alloted to gur meetlng thia after-
poon, and while L do so with much
tear, I trust that through the influence
of your faith apd prayersin my behalf
I 1aay be led to say those thinga which
will be instructive to us all, and will
also be a means of encouragement und,
it necessary, of reproof. 1 do not feel
that there are any principles of my
own which I derire to advaace, nor do
I wish to nttempt to address this vast
cungreguation according to the human
wisdom whnich God has given me, but
only as HisBjirit shall prompt me to
speak unto you.

I am often reminded of Iate of that
scripture written by Paul, “If in this
life only wehave hope in Christ, we
are of all men most miserable.’’ W hen
I have reflected upon the circum
ptances surrounding us and the Jdiffi-
culties we have to meet, it seems to me«
that we bave everything Lo discourage
us and to make us turn back from the
path upon which we have entered in
connection with the work of God, ui-
less we have some hope withia e con-
cerpning tbe future and that eternity to
whick we are ali hastening. We not
oniy have the oarvs of life to endure;
we are not only tronbied daily in our
business and household affairs; not only
do we have resting upon us all the re.
spooeibiiitivs which are common to
people in Lthe worlu; but in addition to
all these, we have to meet the per-
gecution, the oppression, the con-
tumely and the acorn of the majority
of the human family, We have al-
ready, as n OChuren, suftered far
beyond Lhe power of buman tongue to
describe. Our people have been driven
from their homea time and time again.
Of their properly they hnve repeatedly
been robbed. They have lost, through
death at the hands of wicked men,
some 0i those who were most dear to
them. They have suffered everything
which human belngs could endure and
atill live. Notwithstanding what
they have done for the benefit of the
human family in the preaching of the
@ospel and 10 the promulgation of
that dootrine of gatberlog which has
afforded rellet and temporal blessing
to so many peopie, they are today
bereft of the e©ncouragement which
their aets certainly merit. They are
the omly people, iIn my opluion,
who could have redeemed these
desert  vaileys. They sare the
only people who could have
peautiflied this land as they have
dope and masJde it u place which men
covet, and which is Jesirable almost
above every land upon the face of the
earth. I do not mean to say that they
could have dvne it hud it nvt been for
the blessing of God which attended

their labora. T de bpot believe ihat
they could. But it was the resalt of
circumstances over which they had
pno conircl that they were brought to
this land, that they setiled these val.
leye, that they continued to live here,
aod that in the providence of Goud they
have made this a plave so deligntful for
their own ocoupation and for homes
fur others who Jesire peace, content-
meunt, aud prosperity iu the things of
this world.

In view of all these things which
they have mccomplished, it seems to
me that the hearig of men threughout
the whole world, and especiaily in thie
country, should be fllled wich grati-
tude lor the wservicea which these
Latter-day Baints have rendered to
their couutry in the redeeming of
these gterile wastes, which would
douabtless today, but ror their labors,
be still marked asthe (Great American
Desert, But the results ure not such
as we might hope would follow such
labors. The Latter-day SBaints are oot
yot received with kinduess by the
people of the world. [hey are not
treated with that consiveration that
they should be by their fellow men.
But we have becomy go Becnstoried to
sufler at the bands of those who do not
understand ue that it is almost second
pature to us, and we have been nhie
to ind peace aud Joy for our souls even
in the midet of the greatest tribulations
whilech il scems possible for men anu
women te endure. These things we
can etill endure, if we enjoy the favor
of God, untii we have accomplished
the work which the Lord has marked

sut for us to Jdo bere on the earth, It
need give us no concera when
we pee the powers ol dark-

ness marshalleu in oppositlon  to
us in the accomplishment of these
duties whieh are required atour huade.
Ou the other hand we oan lift up oar
hearts and rejoice, It these things
csme upon us jor righteousness sake;
for we will receive in eternity,if Dot in
time, - all the blessings concerning
which Jesus spoke, and coocerning
which Guu has wspoken through His
Propheis, hoth in apciéat and In
modern times.

But when, my brethren and sisters,
we soe a spirit of discord and conten-
tion, s desire to persecule, a desire to
opptess, a desire to divide, growing
up in the midst of the Latter-day
Saints, then we have cause to fear and
tremhje; we have cause Lo sutk the
guidance and the ptrength of God to
resist this spirit, which will as surely
lead us to destruction as the spirit of
Christ will lead us to salvation and to
triumph. And [ do not suppose thal
thete is anyone who bas reached the
years of maturity among the Liatter-
day Baints but can see that there is
such a spirit finding place in certain
guarters among membets of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Baints.
Are thete nuy who can deny that the
game spirli which characterized the
Saints in the early settiement of these
valleys has fled, to a certain extent,
from our midet? Do you find among
Latter-day Saints that same harmony,
that snme love that same union and
that snme spirit of peace which were
familiar fn the early settlement of
these Vulleys? Various causes have
contributed to the growth aod expan-
glon of this spirit to which [ reter—a
spirit of division, finding ita way into

the homes of Latter-day Baints and
creating discord and strife where for-
merly thete was love uand union.
What the resalt wili be it requires no
great prophbet to tell.

Wereand in Boeripture of the warn-
ings which were given by the S8avior
Himself upon this very subject. He
sald that & house divided against it-
selt could not stand. He warnad His
dieciples to seek for that spirit of one-
nees which was characteristic of Him-
self and His Father in heaven; for He
said, *[f ye are nol one, ye are not
mine.”” You, my brethren and eisters,
are aware of the specinl features which .
characterized the saints in former
days, and whiob are characteristic of
Latter-day Saints a8 well. You re-
member the resuit which followed the
preaching of the A postles when they
received the Holy Ghost on the day of
Pentecost anu- the muliitule cried
upto Peter for informatlon as to how
they might be aaved, Afler receiving
tue ordinances of the Gospel, they be-
came cne io all things s8 a resalt of
their acceptance of ,these principles.
They were atike in thelr temporal af-
fairs aa well as io thelr spiritual
concerns. They saw e¥ye to eye.
Therc were no b ckerings among them.
There was no etrile nor contention.
But there was & splrit fillling each
heart and resting down upon every in-
dividual that made him iove his neigh-
bor as himself, and love @Qud, his Cre-
ator, with il hie heart. They were
ready L0 Bhow that supreme love of
whiegh Jesus saye therels none greater
—to lay down their lives for their
friends. The Apostles showed their
love, not only for thelr hbrethren, but
for the principles which they had es-
poused, by themseives suflering mar-
tyrdom at the hands of their enemies.

That same spirit bas found place in
the hearis of the peopile who have re-
celved this Gospel iu this day, in every
land where it has been preached suc-
cessfully. There have been no national
fines separating the Bainots of God.
The brother from the islands of the
sen wap 88 welpome to the circle of
the Saints as the gnt who came from
Europe or from America. The brother
or sister of the durk skin was cone
sidered just as welcome in the midst of
the Liatier-day Baints and as baving
equal privileges In the work of God, it
they were of the House of [srael, asthe
brother ©or glster of the white skin,
The Glospei leveled the whole com-
mupity., 1t made of us ope people, a8
long a8 we practiced its prinoiples nod
the jove of it was esupreme in our
hearts, But immediately npon any
other spirit taking possession of as, it
banished this apirit of love and of
upion; aod those who gave encourage-
ment to any sach feeling gradusally
drew away from the flock of Christ
and went into darkness and apostasy,
from which it was impossible to return
without sincere repuntance, It is im-
possible tor people to continue in the
pale of this Church if they are di-
vided one against wnnother. It is
just wus impossible for men Wwho
are coptinusily ralsing discord and
strife among the saints to remain in
the midst of the people of (God as it
was for Luciter, the Son of the Morn-
ing, thut talented and brilliant son of
God, to retain his positlon in the heav-
enly kingdom when he rebelled against
the will of the Father. You kuvw how
it was then, The Lord presvntea to



