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THE ANNIVRASARY OF iHE
BIRTH OF THE PROPHET.

E1GaTY Two vears ago today (Dec.
23td) one of the most remarknble men
not only of modern times, but who
figure In the history of ou planet, first
saw the light Iz mortality., The fuct of
hisgreatness is largely conceded smong
eivi izad peoples. I[ts uuiversul ac-
knowledgwment may be confldewily an-
ticipated. Although this concesaton is
mode, many of those who make the
admission are In dense iguora ce of
the genius of the work he performed,
Rone, however, can escape the convic-
tion that the mark he made in history
18 both distinct and deep.

Those who accepl of jthe syblime
theorles he propovoded claim, the im-
press of his iahors to be eternal, and
therefore iuefacrable, de-tined Lo be
eome broader and deeper undll itgovers
the xlobe and extends into the bosom
ol gteruity Touse who thus view hie
m!seion, look upon bim jn tha Jlzht of
an iastrument to the Disine hand
through whom the Inlual processto
brlag about a far-reachiog purpuse
was loavearated, sod that a8 & m--
c¢iam for twe attal. ment of 80 great an
end his native qualities were adapted
to theconulnous of hls misslon. 'hat
Wan Wus Joseph Busita.

Those wno wccept of tite missjon of
the prophet uy e announced it claim
that be orwzanized, voder divine direc
tion, the Churcu of 1ne Redwemer, the
auniversary of wnose birip is pupalarly
telieved to occur next Sunbuth. it 18
otne w lhe mest simple yei complete
organizatlons that ever exiated on
carth, so far as one may e gulded in
the comprebenecion of the subject by
either ~acred or secular bistory, Woile
its rexmificaions ave multifarfous, the
parts are so clearly delined thatibe rel-
auve positivo of oue Lo the other is
easily understood. Waeu unalized
1t exuibiis toe beauly and adapiability
of the roetorical dcuce Hy wnich tae
Church {s compured 10 the bnman torm
givine, eaca part uving fis peculiac
function, the adheston of every mem-
ber being necessary to the heaitn of
the whole.

Comprehended in this organism 18 &
marveions spicitual power wiico at-
tracts men &nd women' of differenc
Inuguayes, cestoms and natlonalities
trom every kindred, toogue and peo-
ple,” from the nethurmost parts ot the

earih, 10 8 common centre. ‘Cnis in-
flaence 18 s8¢  polent that  tbe
genoipe adhbioreats of  the  ialwn

wake secrilices in maintaivicg their
assucintion with ic tast are pocuo-
mena} io this cold and selish genera-
tlon, ever ready 10 tarow odium up-
on the trath aad diswort the aoilves
of those whu cliog to its gyvnias

The systems 18 veocticent lo its pa-
ture, sttracting ooy wwsoy proud, not
muny Dobie, alier Lhe manaer of toe
egtimule oOf the world,. but the poor
tud tae meek of to earch ek Lo the
relrglas staudard 16 raises, and their
conditind 3 elti11cd in cvery ditec
twn. Upder the tofluence of religious
devouan awid Lhe divide olessing Dot
0nly are muriis grada .y elivated in
thus sGule Lf Deing, out the vury earin
siniies, blovms sud yleids uoder their
mugic Louch

Joseph Smith introduced a system
of philosopby that hus uever been re
tuted, aod 1t migut pe satd, 8o far us
the buuk of its opponents js coucerned,
bus pever been luvestigoted, Tnoose
whu combat 11 are as biind wen Agat-
ing toe wlad, and desplex toseir fra icic
efforts the oreeze *:nlowetn where 1
liswetn.” The sound thereof 1y hedcd,
but wio Lpows its source or lts

destivg? He paried tne cactaia
which sepaurated ' thls  from  tue
eternal woulds, that wnosoever

desived mignt feast nis beioy shrougu
the power uf the eyes of his spicik ano
satigty his soul with tae muichless
magoitude ol the power, giory and
dowiojun I the Most High, galulog »
glinp e ot the principles wnicu guveru
the universe cunstru.ted by the Divine
Majesty. Ih tusi. resp ci the gieat
prophet vl the nlneiceutb ceutary,
tarough the medium ul a visiol be-
Held by uim on February 16eh, 1882,
communicaed more intelilgence Lwun
{5 comprepentied by tuae woole wotla
al jarge, but liKe tpe mauy sublime
trovhe e wur the honored nstcement
chosen 0 ¢oavey to 1bls g nesalien, It
'8 a8 a light shiowog in 8 da k placai
“the dargness cowprencndea it voc.’

Amoug other remurkabdle featls
whicn ne accomplisbed thie Prophet
zave to the wourld oue of the

most wondertul books ever placed io
the hands of men—ibie bisiory of the
uncient luces of this coniioent io
order to deceive the people In relativy
1o toe resucrec. jon of the Redeeme:
men were prompted io fajstiy the tact,

i

veyed away,
been mada to maoufacture a
fulse  suurce for toe Buok of
Murmon. {Ooe by one the refige
of lizs have been toro frum
the fauces of tne iuventive hypocrites,

svd men buve been forced Lo admit |

that sume other source than the
Spaglaing Story and other sfmilarsub-
| tea [uges must be svuehy Lo account [or
the orizin of the wurk., Added 10 these
e1posures ura tite discoveries that are
corustlantly belng made upon this con-
tincut, showing t e former existence
vy thls land of civilized races, whos
religs substantiate the anthentictt ui
| the populirlv rejected recurd Toe

book Mseif is lurgely propheiic and,
aslde frow .the -altestuiions of wit-
nesses, whose tes@moutes bave never
been iwpeacted; it-nears nomistakable
evidence of its 0svD correciness,

The whele work which Joseph Smith
wad instrumentel in"establishiog 18 In-
tensely pruphetle,ite course heiog out-
lined by its founder,from lnciplency to
destiny, Itis fulfliing and will con-
tipue to fuldll the conditions upen
wbich 118 perpeteity is insured, not-
withstaoding that 1ts history 18 mark-
ed by maoy;sbbs,and flows. [t gro-
claims tne divinity of the ecaliing of
bim tbe unniversary of whese natal
giay tias inclied the foregoing reflec-
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THE **LITILE BROWN MAK.”

50ME time sioce 3 tormldable syndi-
Ccate, composed of Americans mostly,
wad organized, having for its object
the formstion of & mammoth bank in
China., Silyer was to be the basis of
its circulatien, that metal belng quite
valnzble enough for the burden of ex-
chinges in & land where the only cir-
colating coln cmong the masses is
copper and seme pieces having no
mere fipancial value tuan a iraction of
a mili. The plans were all arranged,
tae concession was granted by the
Chiness goveroment, and the scheme
was all ready for floatlng, whea the
finaoce department of the Flowery
Ewmpire ordered a temiporary halt,
This résuited In more or lers delibera-
tion und iovestigation, the upsbot
being tbat the temporary orlier was
mngde perpetual This waa bad for
thoss wno had made all preparations
for «n investneur 1o the scheme, a8 it
cou!d oot buve resulted otherwise than
10 80 jomense isterest on toe gutlay
but the Viceruy proved as firm ic his
negative pusitioy as he had been hasty
In permittlng the concession to be
granted.

Cuolua 1s the most Wonderful of alt
the natiors.t It is pot classed among
4 puwers at ull, 1bpugh it contaios
450,000 000 people, more than alf the
Urst-cauns povwers of the globe com
biped. Lts people are the direct link
netween the afm apd misty past aud
the living present. Many of the
practices, perhaps most of them, which
prevailed io China prior to, the
istorie perigd, a Jung while before
the reiﬁu of Confugius, are in vogue
yet, and they &fe uot all barbareus or
bestoenisn, though partaking to a
yreater or less degree of botb in svery
instance. t'hey 1ad & newspaper bes
fore Greece erected its majestle col-
nwmbs, before Rome, Arabls or Syria
oad xn alphabet, before, in fact, any
form of civilization buad taken root
gpou the weslern lauds.  1ts mopetary
aystein s 50 primitive and errstic tout
Wo cannub toderstand it, for the rea-
son tbat it is coeval with e¢vents he-
yood our records and researches. It is
thid latier conditien toat made the es-
tablishment of a inoderu: Houncial sys-
ten there so alirsetive oa this side tbe
glute Ia no pluce can sufewd , nan-
clers do so well 83 where. o compara-
tively barpirous numismatigal condi-
tion prevells, and they ‘thus would
have had a broad field opened up to
them. But If the Chinese are netind
the times of today, they are satisfled
witn thejr coenditien and it would be
worse theh uneless to attelapt the ré-
formatiun of &' people wWho Are too
(lEy tu be moved and too socient to
o¢ understood.

Tne comparatively few Cblnese who
come ¢ this country do so not for ag-
viuceme t mor as a ruiefor permasent

sidence, byt for silver, A thuusand
d ilars of"our ‘-white money’’ ig an
immense fortuue in China. Tt wouid

ouy more of the copper of their native
country than a horse team could draw,
I'o accomplish” tots résuit, they bave
oly 10 be exact]ly what we a3 a general
hing are oot—hard and systematic
w0, kers, plain  livers, and npever
quauvderers of a ceut uselcssly.
foey can afford to work cheaply, and
1o Su tor awoile, but Lthey soon pecome
wnfected with our advanced ideas of
ne value of labor, and then they
coarge almost a8 much ag the average
waite man. Theyarealways ermployed,
OreaUse t0cy will turn thelr hands to
aoyiniog, and if they don’t koow It
they pick it up with &« readiness and
taorougipess approaching Soe marvel-
8. [Dey wre not wanted 88 & ruie,
especially on the Pacific Coast, the cry
vi taklug lapur frum toe white Han
always coofrontlng them. Nowonere
ou the coust fs the Chinamau
treated more bumanely or considerate-
than in  tis city. He is not
petted, fondled, nor even Invited, and
buQ One cires when he goes or Low
10pg he stays; butl there is no pelting
with 8loues, 8ystematic robbing, de-
stroyiog of property nor orgapized at-
.

»

Simllar atwempis have | ouLrages are events of but yesterday,

aud although tbe povernwent paid
dearly for wbose transactions,it did not
wipe out the stuin upon a land conse-

icrated to liberty and the pursuit of

‘happiness.
A A e

BAD NEWS FOR THE COLO-
NiyEB.

Somi few months g0 A cOmpany was
organtzed io Connecticnt, baving ia
view the settlement sod building up ot
a city, or a namber ot citles in a1 por-
ton of Southern California. To this
end a large quantity of land was ohb-
tained from the Mexican goveroment
and & very fair begioning made. The
town of Ensenuds i3 the result of this
movement, and it is descrlbed as a
very pretty, well jocated snd desirabie
place, growping steadily, oot under
the impulse of the ‘‘boom’ which is
3till raging across the buy, but with
that better and more stable growth

indicative of permancocy. Ex-Gov-
eraor Murray and G. 5. Erb, Esq., Lthe
romineut botel man -ol this city,
ave, we belleve, Important positions
in the compuny, and uare at the seene

of operations most of the time. But
whut toreateos to e & standiog
aonofunce, if not an lmmovabie

impediment, has Just been placed in
the way of the colonlsts. The dis-

aiches anopounce that Mra, AMaria

urtun has established uer right in the
couris of the City of Mexico to the
lands in that section known as Eu-
seauds de Todes Hantus, claimiog Ly
virsue of one of Lhose gid grupty with
whlch so much of (hd and New Mexico
is  bhooeycombed. The property i
valuable, but I8 more 8o now thapo 1t
wuas nefure because of the Atnerican
improvements, the town of Ensenada,
or a large partof it, coming witnla the
tract covered by the copflictiog titlen,
Perhaps the woman ¢an be beoubt vl ;
perbaps she has pecn waiting for de.
velopments belere settiogy up bLer
clain 10 the courts fOr that very pur-
pose, a4 it I8 certain DO obe wad pul-
ung the'iands to aoy use Of conse-
quence before the colomists weul
Lbere.
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THE REDEEMER.

As this is the [ast issume that will ap:
pear before the dawn of the day ub-
served as the anniversary ol the birth
of toe Bedeemer, we¢ wish one and all
—Iirlends and those who do not feel
friendly—*‘A Merry Christmas and a
BHappy New Yesar."

Sabbath. Tbfs Is appropriste, being
4 day of rest as well ue, fu ibiy in-
stance, one of rejoiclng. At wid al-
ford a better toan ordinary opportuni-
ty for those who have practically
taked upon them tbe name of Chriat
to worsnlp Him who rules In heaven,

and ‘consider what 80  sacred
a0 obiigation means. Tae ¢b-
Ject of every true disciple s

to emulate the glorious cxample of

Him wie died and suffered for a sin-
iden world. The object of pursait
suuuild be the attainment of the
"‘measure of the stuture of the fulness
of Chriat.”” He isthe {deal man,and
Lhe eftyrs of esch Should be to reach

the perfect Btandard that He
crected oy  putting  into prac-
tical  effect  all that was good
s0d noble. He wuas harmonious

with His own divioe pature, and with
the principles by which the moral nni-
veloe Of the Father v governed, -
Witness e humifiiy of Him who
cime not to assert His own will, but
tue will ot the Father thatsent Him!
Witn what force He could,.lp con
sequence of His examples pro-
claim the nccessity of the - can-
diaetes for citizensnip in the king-
dum of heaven becuming as lttle
children. 1nat injunction came from
vne who wasned the feet of Hiw disci-
ples; Geing the exemplar of all, He
wis, potwithstandiog His greatbess,
the servant o all. Huw irequentiy He
wus moved with comnpassion, There
is & world of meanjng in these two sig-
niicant words—*Jesus wept,” Whlie
His meeEpess was 80 marked astoex-
clte wonderwhen we read.of the clrcum:
stapces Under which [t was evinced,
He was not incapanle, when in mortal-
ity, of being arvnsed to intense but
rlgin.enus lIndigeation, nnder which the
toteves and muney coangers who des-
ecrated His Fatner's house felt the
weigot o His right hand wieldiag a
wolp of thosgs.” His love for little
childeeu surﬁassed description, they
velog of the Kingdom of heaven; the
aifinity wus probably based oa mutuoal

ngss Of the little ones, . How utter
was His detestation for hypocrisy. In
Lis rebukes of this revoltiug s{n He
woutd vave shocked the sensibilities
of modern society people, When
duplicity was exblbited éven by
those  who invited Him te
partake of their hospitality He falled
-0L Lo exclaim ‘‘ye scribes and phari-
seed, hypocrites!' [{e abjured the
spirit of retaliation or revenge; this
{trait was gignally exhiibtted when He
] wus treated with disrespect and two of

yuv are of, for the Son of Man is pot
come to destroy men's lives, bot io
save them,”” He cxclaimed,

The crowning manifesiation of mag-
nabDimity, patience aud wodying love,
under the greatest wideal and sacridce
of which thia creatlon has bDeem the
scene was given whlle He hung upoz
the cross and was endaring nnspeaks-
ble avony. He cried, i& pleading
ones, ' Father forsive them, they kuow
not what they do.'"

Woen men who have takon wpon
them the name of thet great Being
contemplge such virtoes and self
immolation, and reflect tha® it js their
daty to emulate His brilhiant sxample,
they sink ioto seif- Ingignificance at thée
greatness of Lhe task, But while men
may not hope to approach withiusight
of the siapdard, they can at least
struegle along, giadually gaelolog
gronod, “BP by atep, precept upon
precept, until the whole lile 18 devoted
to the doirg and production of right-
cousness und the epaplishment of
truth., It is & great thiug to be &
Salot, in the tras sense of toe term.

He who uscended on high will Ja
thesa latter times descend. That stu-
pendous event will be preceded by and
cotemporaneons with mighty revolu
tions in the affalrs of men. The tig

tree 18 putting forth its leaves, The
summer ja algh. It 13 given to
the falthiul to know the
slgkns of the times. -Thai rame

glorious persunage, lbhe anniversary of
whore birth into this mortal sphere is
popularly believed tooccur tomorrow,
will before loag uppesr on tils crea-
tlon,over which It s His rizht to reiza,
Who will be prepared 10 mecet Him?

- ———— e

GUARD YOUR RIGIITS.

SERIOUS business demiands the atten-
tion of the citizens of this city, al-
though it is a season of festivity; and
merry-maklog should not be permit-
ted togause them lo forget or meglect
it, Weare lnformed thatin some {o-

stances ntmss of registered voters ure
belinoe strlcken from tue lists by the

This time the occaslon dates on the

regietrars. Voatern, 10 prevent belng
deprived of tacir nights, should sce to
it that thelr nrme+ remriln upon the
llats, PPersons eligible fur registretion,
who have removed from the preciocis

loterview the registrar jo whose pte-
ciuct ey now reside, and all who
have the right to reglater end vote, and
aave pot, tur 20 rcasun, secured that
right, rYould pot neplect to do sn, A
dinl 1o the wlse suvuld agd will ».
sufiicteat. -
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OUR CHRISTMAS NUMBER.

THe apbiversa'y of e birth of the

innocence,combined with the halpless- |

Savlor occarring, accordiag to popu-

Elut be'lef, to-warrew (Sunday), Mor-

day, Decrmnar Hith. will be obgarved.
in Lonor ol the oceaslon, as a holidey.
in consequenice the Nrws will pot
fasue sgain uotil Tuesdsy. We have
endeavored to compensate for the
necessary omlssion of one nuwmber by
making this a double issue.

The whole of the matter contained

in the four page e¢xtra corsists of
orlginal conotributions {rom local
writers of recoganized abillty. Doubt-

less our readers will find tiem to Le
interesting, as they not only present
& variety in style, but the subjects are
also distinet. The attraction will be
all the greater because of the two
stories presented having a local con-
nection.

8o far a9 the news portlon ef the
issue i3 concerned, it 1s free {roma
cold, bard, buslpess caat, the only ob
ject beinz to give to our aders a
holiday number that will, in the range
.of literary producticns it embodies,
afford to the perusers a combination
from whichamusement and instruction
can be derlved.

Without Indalglog In sclf-landation,
but allowing the paper to tell lts own
Lbstory, and hoplog It will be accept-
able, we bid oor patrons adlen tilt
‘Tuesday.

—_—

CHRISTMAS AMONG THE
NEPHITES.

WHETHER or not the anniversary of
the Savior's birth was celebrated as a
holiday almong the Nephites is nncer-
tain. The record we have of them af-
fords mo distinct informstion upen
this point. Their history from the
date of the birth of the Savior until the
waging of the war that resulted in
their extinction &s s race, is very brief,
a8 abridged by Mormon, and affords
but meagre information of their soclal
customs,

From what we kpow relative to _the
individual and communoal traits of the
Nephites, we are justifled in presuming
that they were inclined to be s
cheerfnl, 1lzbt - hearted people,

sociable and affectlopate. At all
events it is evident -that they ' lacked
that stability of cbaracter, and that
firmness and fixedness of purpose
which ususlly accompany, 1n racesand
individuals, the charscteristics of re-

gerve, eolemnity and taciturnity. Toe

ln wileh they wera recistered should |

—

regdiness with which they conld forget
the causes And jwpurt of great celnmi=
ties, and the stgnliicance of ;woonderful
and mirsculous phenowena, as welt an
ihelr relipious covenants sod obligae
tions, render juatifabie the snrinise
that they were mwics Or Jess given to
pleasure, amusement and frivollty,
aud Dence tw au vbservauce, perbaps
exceysire, of feast days and holidays.

Whether or not the Nephites obe
served Christmas 18 a <ay to be cele-
?rat,ed, they sigpalized in 3 most ef-
cclive maneer, the birth day of the
Redeciper by startiog from it a2 new
coronology. Theybhad more striking
ressuns for taking that event as the
zero aate of a new cra than did the
Coristians on the eastern continent, On
aecpunt of the marvelons and swe-
inspiring cbaracter ot certain occur-
rences congnected therewith, Some of
thesa were of n natureto nverwhelm
wllh usspedskable dread, fear, terror
and remurse bgth Nephites and Lam-
apites.

Tite reign of the reliclous leaders anrl
klugs of the Nephites continued for 509
yeara after Lebi left Jerusalem, when
a new chrenology, beyginning with tbe
comnmencement of tne relgn .of .the
judges, and with the year 510 nfter the
departure from Jeruseles, was adopt-
ed. In the 8G6ta year of the reign’ of
Lbe Judges there came upon the scene
one of toe most remarkable characiars
olal historv. What a swift moviag
brilliandy ilashing cold® of the’ Arst
magnitude I8 among tne starsiof! head
ven, samuel, tte Lamanitish Xropliet,
Is among historicei charucters. Otfer
prophuts have, peruaps, lett more last-
Jlog moouments of their missious, aa
have, perhaps, some of the grest war-
riors und ststesmen wholn an over-
ruling Providence bas, irom time to
| thine, raised up to accompllsh ita wise
Yurpuses. But when viewed in the
ight of nis semi-barbarous anocestry,
vh« startling not to sa{ appajling ¢har-
zcter of bis prophetic messaep, and
the mioltecess and =accuracy wity
which Dhe foreloid the stnpendous
events which he  had been
seul  to anpounce, , Samuel the
Lamanite stands witbout a counter-
part. The sudden 'fuvltillment of his
prophery, which 8o’ quickly followed
\ts ulterader, and 80 mwuch resebled
the wrecking, by a collision, ot 4 large
dlvision of the earth, helny an event of
fuch supremely tragic interest,’ has
seeined o eclipse the lght toat wolld
otierwise have so brillfantly radlated
trom this remarkable revelator.

He declared that, In five more years,
the Christ would be born in Judea,and
that the event should be algnallzec by
the appearance of a star, the like of
which bad never heen scen befbre, and
by mapy great wonsders and sigus tn
the hravena, Ope sign of mbst mat-
velogs lwgort shoald be glven in proof
that the Christ was cowmisg; the night
preceding his birch should be as Hygot
&3 day. A small mnoerity ooly of
those who heard these predictionsie-
Heved them, and as the time approach-
ed when the illamicated night should
heppen, the unbelleviog masaes nxed
upon o day for the massacre of all wno
belleved in 83 url's words,unlgss they
| ~hould be avioer [alfllled,

tarrible

Barely u tiwe Lo avert the fy
carnace, the great sign was glvén, The
bours of the day passed but oo nizbt
came, The ,unbelieving multitgdes
feli to the ground . as 3f dead, beigg
overcome with terror and remorse.
For a duy, & night and & day, the' ight
of the sagp fuiled not. By tlﬂs 1 Start
ling evenf the greater part ol the peo-
ple were led to listen to tbe Gospel,
and to repent, though a spirit of Iying
and atubhorn unbefiet pre-
valled extepgively. The niem-
ory of Lhe grent fuspen-
sion of the order of nature was pol
torgotten, for time was thenceforth
reckoned from 1t; but a few years only
nad elapsed when the wnasses of the
peosle, who bad beer overwhelnipd by
it, and a reallzation of what it im-
ported, forgot the terror and remorse
with which they had been fllled wlth by
it,and dwindled tu nobelief and wick-
edness, to a degree which justified the
fuliiliment ol the portion of Samuel's
prophetic mesaage naving réference to
the kvents which should nttegc the
crucifixion. Y

With the scene on Cavalry cathe, up-
on this continent, a fulfllment. of
Samuel’s awful warning. Of the'Popn-
tation of the western balf of the World®
ali bat a mere remuant were destroyed -
tut & few hours. Lo any attempt tore-
court  the manoer in which
Samuel's vords came to pass, Lhe
most grzphic pen becomes too fekble
for the service. No language at the
command of uningpired man can de-
pict, with justice and completeness,
the accomplishmént of his prediction,

The herwory of Christ’s birth, sad
an understanding of His misgsion'and
atonement, continued in the Church
which He ratsed np after thé-great de-
stroction fortold by Samuel, for
several generations, the nativity being
still kept in miod by the chronolops in
ase. For two hondred yenrs 'nfter the
crucifixion, the members of the
Church of Christ oo this ‘continent
were & bappy ond peacefnl {oeﬂple.
Their record continues piledt aeto
whether or not the anniversary of the
Redeemer’s birth was celebrated dur-
ing this period, s a holidey, and we
are leit to donjecturc apon the sube
ject. "

Be that a8 it may, no people on’earth
bad more gignal reasona to seep Metér-
nally io mewory the birth =nd crocl-
fixion of the Savior than «did - the an-
clent inhabitants of this” tontinent.
The testimontes that were.giyen *them
ot the divinity of Bis message, and of
the necessity olf forever remembering
and obeying It, wore a8 striking,sirong
and overwaelnmiog as can weLI be'con-
» " 5 1 b -




