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FIFTY-FOURTH SEMI-ANNUAL | price, and embarrassments a:ise from | promised to'the Saints on condition of | ed. The climate is unsurpassed by any | of wisdom. - Our children will, many
CONFERENCE. | this situation. But we may have worse | their obedience. 'He also read a pas-|othér. ‘At St. Joseph the United Order | of them, yet be! prophets, seers’ and

The Fifty-Fourth Semi-Annual Con-

things than plenty of wheat, cattle,
sheep and other substances. There
are thousands of happy homes and

terence of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints convened in the
large Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Oct.

4th, 1884,

Present on the stand :—Of the First
Ereaidem:y, John Taylor, George Q.

annon. |
- Of the Twelve Apostles, Wilford
Woodruft, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus
%nnw. Fraﬂnllt}gll_lt D. Richards, Brigham
Youang, n, oses
Thatcher, meim Lyman
Geor% easdale, Heber J. Grant
John W. Taylor.

Counselor to the Twelve, Daniel H.
Wells,

Patriarch of the Church, John Smith.

Of the First Seven Presidents of
Seventies, Hurage S. Eldredge, Abram
H. Cannon and Seymour B. Young.,

Of the Presidi Biuhu%'lc, William
B. Preston and ]lilghe ybert T. L &)

Also a number of - nts of
Stakes, Bishops and Elders from vari-
ous parts o tah and surrounding
States and Territories. |

Conference was called to order by
President John Taylor.

The choir sang:—

Hail to the brightness of Zion’s glnd‘mum-
ing!
Joy to the lands that in darkness have lain!

Opening prayer by Apostle Franklin |
D. ch&rdg . | Chureh of Christ on the earth,

Eufﬂy beams the sacred diwmng-
‘Of the great Millennial morn. -
Was sung by the choir. & b
PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

Saidwe are met this morning to attend
our Semi-Annual Conference, and to
attend to the various kinds of Business
that may be presented to us, associat-
ed with the interests of the kingdom of
God on the earth. We have met for
this purpose for a great many years,
and Eﬂﬁe enjoyed ourselves gene
very much on such ns. Being
gathered to hear and to speak, and to
present doctrines, princi and busi-
nesgs, it is er for us thank God
the Eterna er and seek for his
guidance and blessings in all things we
may engage in. . We occupy & peculiar
position among the nations, and asso-
ciated with this nation. It 1s proper
for us to seek to comprehend our re-
lationship to our Heavenly Father and
Jesus, the Mediator of the new coven-
ant and heavenly in ences, and the

relationship we sustam te each other " :
p of God'on the Ih: ﬁmvad A promise has been

d th 0 .
::Ild un?l%ﬂhe various duties de-
vol upon us in connection with the
Chure tﬁ?ﬂ nation and all other na-

——

| mated.

 families, with as good prospects as
are before any other Peogla in exist-
ence. Jesus said his disciples are
known by the love they bear each other.
It applies to the Saints now, While
contentions exist elsewhere we
do not have them, for the
Lord is teaching wus a ' better
w:ly. There have been times when we
l did not have muvech substance to trouble
us to take care of. A visit paid by the
speaker ‘and others to the northern
iaﬁtﬂments; on which occasion a dis-
tance of a thousand miles was trav-
ersed, and a most satisfactory con-
dition found to exist. A similar rt
comes from the south. It is desired

JWWPM reserve themselves in
zether. {n

and that all may operate to-
the building up of Zion

ng our children the principles o
life, continuing our labors until the
will of God is done on the earth as it
is done in' heaven. President Taylor
concluded by expressing his pleasure

at meeting with the Feople. and de-
siring the blessing of God upon the
Conference. | -

APOSTLE WILFORD WOODRUFF

Said it is a consolation to know that
We are eng
to live in this day when the eternal
Priesthood has been committed to
men, and when there I8 an organi‘zgd
e
should be thankful for the privileges
we ‘gﬂw in this connection. But few
ggg uum%raﬁvely of any age have
n read receive the testimony of
Jesus Christ and receive His Gospel,
It is & narrow path to walk in. As we
have learned, no mancan live Godly in
Christ Jesus without suffering perse-
cution. There nas never been a more
unpopular doctrine among humanit
than that incorporated in the Gospel.
Almost eighteen hundred years elaps-
ed subsequent to the days of the anci-

rally | ent church established by Christ with- |

out any one havingthe privilege of be-
holding the face of a directly authoriz-
ed servant of God. His authority has
been again restored, howevér, and the
command . has been given to go
forth and prune his vinevard for the
last time. We occupy a different posi-
tion from that of anv people to whom
a4 dispensation was ever committed.
Each formerly has beendispelled—driv-
en from the earth—because of the hold
Satan has had over the hearts of men,
but' this dispensation cannot be re-
. given that
shall remain until the purposes of
the Most High in relation to the earth
and its inhabitants have been consum-

tions, to whom we have a message to
deliver. We must also seek to under-
stand all the dutiesof life.. People are
gathered here fromall the Stakes. The

representatives of the people should |jtg extent is concerned. We have had
these occasions, | congiderable experience in the organ-

v | ization of the Priesthood in its various
High Coun- | pamifieatious.

1 be present on :
: Wiilly Ptlzuﬂe ﬁe&identa‘ of Stakes

espec
Bis anu Counselo :
selmnd the officers of the Church
generally, that they, and through them
the people of Zion, may be instructed
in recard to all the leading principles
developed on these occasions, b
On account of, the weather being in-
clement not many, are present. The
old people, however, are well repre-
sented, and it is to presumed the
ounger ones are stopping at home to
{ake care of! themselves. When they
get older they will probably learn bet-
ter., Weare living in peculiar times
and the position of the Latter-da
Saints is a sin r one. This is the

dispensation of the. fulness of times, |

when all things in heaven and on earth
are to be gathered together in one.
The principles of salvation in this dis-
pensation are and will continue to be
more clearly taught in this than in
former dispeasation,
iﬁlitiatedtit. lg %erﬁ{léa tltie heav:nis.
e is ering ell a people
to 1%115%1 He has revealed thin &mﬁ
have been hidden from the be ing,
All His promises will be fulfilled bo
in regard to the living and the dead.
Our duties embrace all conditions con-
nected with human life past, present
and future. God has greatly blessed
us in our settiements, and continues to
increase us vear after year, and we
feel to rejoice in the God of Israel.
There is in the world and this nation
strong hatred to us as agenple, and we
have to endure persecution, reproach
and falsehood set on foot to injure us.
Yet these things make but littie differ-
ence to ute. We know in whom we be-
lieve and that God has set his hand to

accomplish his purposes in the last

| other in the duties of their callings.
{ should 1mprove thetr time and talents,

T.ihnnld be obe

Y | have gone to nearly every nation where

any f
The Lord has | pashers

| After the Gentiles entirel

We have been ordained of God to
build les, go therein and redeem
our dead. This appears to be a special
feature of tnis work, so far at least as

We have the various
quorumsfin their order, and in the sev-
eral organizations the Brethren should
meet often together and instruct each

All men in their several capacities

that the

wer of God may be
mcrmed.po X

The Word of Wisdom
ed., The Spirit of God
will not dwell in unholy temples. We
are held responsible for the declara-
tion of the Gospel to the (Gentiles first
and then to the House of Israel. We

open could be made for the intro-
duction of the Gospel, and our efforts
must not be slackened. There are the
Lamanites, who area fallen and de-
graded people. God has given us a
knowledge of the history of their fore
We have endeavored to teach
them to reform from shedding the
blood of their fellowmen, and those
instructions have had a salutary effcet |
upon them. Itjis our duty to teach
them both by precept and example.
turn from |
the Gospel it will be taken to the
Jews. How long it will be before that
will take place does not appear.
God has, as stated by President
Taylor, greatly blessed us, and we
should dedicate our entire substance
to the Lord. We are all on this earti
on missions, and we have no other
legitimate business than to build up
the Kingdom of God, concerning the
lorious future of which we have no
oubt, as it will prevail and stand for- |
ever, in accordance with the predic-
tions of the .;prughets. The speaker
continued to speak for some time upon |

days; nopower can stay His work. As
regards other peogl)a and their ideas it
matters but little to us. Although they
show a disposition to break the Con-
stitution and bring us into vassalage

God has maintained our freedom, an

if we do right He will continue to do
80. We are commanded to preach the
Gospel. This has been done and
thousands inspired by the fear of God
hayve gathered here in consequence.

the free agency of man and the promi-
ses of God to the faithfal. !

Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation.

{ blessings: neither would any othercon-

in the work of God:|P

sage Ijeginuibg:ﬂnl;nge 189, which pre~
dicts that evantually all who do not
take their sword against their neigh-
bor among the wicked, will have to
flee to Zion for safery; and deseribed
the gathering to it of people from eve

nation under heaven. He next quote

from the hymn beginning: *‘Hushed,
be the accents of sorrow and mourn-
ing, Zion in triumph begins her glad
reign,”” and pr.ceeded to speak insub-/
stance as follow::  'We may be profit-
ted this afternoon, ason all similar
occasions, it is necessary to place our
minds in 4 condition of {faith and pray-
er, that we may have the Spirit that
takes of the things of God and makes
them clearly manifest.  The quota-
tions made were suggested by the dis-
course delivered by President Taylor
this morning. In ecach dispensation
the Lord has exhibited the special
blessings he designed to h¢stow upon
the particular people to whom the
revelations wer. given. All that was
necessary to bring about the reception
of those blessings was compliance
with the conditions upon which their
bestowal rested. Opposition would
not prevent the giving of promised

dition, except a failure to obey the laws
upon which they are predicated,
on the part of the M}Vsuple to whom the
romiseswere made. The rience
of the children of Israel in Egypt was
an illustration of this truth. “The Lord
promised them deliverance, ana not-
withstanding all the forces l':amught to
bear against phe accomplishment of
the workof freeing them, the Lord so
arranged watters that it. was attained.
It was 8o also in the days of the Savior
when He set up the Church. He gave
certain dh;ﬁtiunﬂ to his disciples, the
carrying out of which, according to the
mise, was to bring eertain peculiar
lessings. There were all kinds of op-
position to cause the promises of God
to be of no effect, but the blessin
flowed whenever the requisite condi-
tions were complied with. Gamaliel
in that day counseled the ple not to
upﬁﬂse the disciples lest they be found
tighting against Ged; that if the work
were not of divine origin it would be
brought to nought, whereas if other-
wise it could not be prevailed'against.
This was excellent advice and incor-
porated a true principle.

The titne has been in the history ' of
the Latter-day Saints when it appear-
ed as if nothing but starvation stared
them 1n the , yet the promises
incorpoerated in the quotations made
were before them, and the promises of
the Almighty never {failed. Many of
the BSaints in Europe ' have been

' ably upo

18 conducted successfully aceording to
stewardships.

The speaker continued to give inter-
estlng etails about the country occu~
pied by the Saints in the outlying set-{
tlements, and as a synopsis would not
give an adequate, idea of that portion
of his discourse, the aceount is left
for a verbatim 1 t which will ap-
pear in due time. -

Taking vp another line of remarks
he spoke of the opposition with which
the Saints have to contend. It is re-
iarkable that one class of the human
family prey npon another as wolves
%re"_r uPun lambs,  The spiri? of the

0 causes men to be gentle, in ae~
cordance with the symbol by which
the Holy Ghost was manifested when
bestowed upon the Savior, being in the |
form of a dove. Christ was called the
Lamb slain from before the founda-

-_

:

i

tion of the World. - He exbibit-
ed the  spirit . ‘of ‘submission
in - his course - on  the earth,

g:t as He said to His disciples, He
d the powerito call-twelve legions of
angels to his aid. But he knew that
this would not be according to the
Father’s will. So has He commanded
the Latter-day Saints to have faith in
the overruling providence of God. The
highest type of humility and patience
is exhibited by the Saints, and the
greatest extremes of ferocity and hate
are mamfested by their enemies, and
all these things jare necessary for the
carrying out of the purposes of the Al-
mighty and the purifying of His people;
also that those whe choose evil rather
than good may be eventually consigned
to their ]:;lnce, We can afford to take
rsecution joyfully seei that we
ave come to an understanding of the
object of our earthly existence. We
should take to heart the injunction of
Christ, not to lay up treasures on
earth, but' prefer to seek heavenly
riches. This does not imply that the
angle ghould be restrained from at-
nding to the wants of the body, but
the entire attention should not be
absorbed by those things that pertain
merely.to temporalities, It is necessa
to cultivate that love that looks charit-
n the acts of others, and seeks
to do good and no evil, exemplifying
{Ee gharacberistiuﬂ of the dove and the
mb.

The speaker continued to dwell for
some time upon the necessity of in-
dustry, administering a settling rebuke
to those inclined to idleness. He
spoke of the inerease of the children

of the: Saints, and said the people
might have to pass through trying or-
deals on account of the wickedness of

‘the

‘tions th be met with in this life.

revelators, and judges in Israel. As
has been said, ckildren are not suscep-
tible to temptation by Satan, until
the reach the years of accountability.
We cannot begin to instruct them ata
too early stage of their lives, and they
should be du yiﬁrxapﬂed by instruction
to receive intelligently the ordinances
of baptism by immersion and the lay-
ing on re%te;’ttlig hmﬂt%s l: -thﬁﬂﬂldﬂ{@ for

_ on : O FHOSst.
They should be taught to-#at{erat.e the
principles “of the ' Gospel .in early

'childhoed, so that when' the time of

responsibility is reached the
hold of them heartily.
he a leading effort - to ' preserve
eoplé in &n-ruy throughout their
ives, and this can be the more closely
reached br laying a proper foundation
in the early portion of human exist-
ence. It 18 recorded that little chil-
dren who depart this life before reach-
ing the years of accountability are
taken into the presence of God, ard
that they will inherit a ‘celestial glory.
The Prophet Josepl eventaught that
some of them are 8o ions and holy
that the Father takes them hence
rather than allow them to remain to
come under the many adverse condi-
In
view of these traths, is it not extra-
ordinary that parents will turn over
their children to people who are op-
osed to the principles of salvation to
be taught in such & way as to wean
them irom the path of eternal life?
Those teachers flnd that members of
the Church 'who are matured in the
truth cannot be turned away from it,
and they admit that their only hope
'Eiea in winning the childrea to their
ews. |

In relation to the initiato ordi-
nances of the Gospel, the Erfdera g0
abroad and ' preach, ple be-
lieve 4nd ' are  baptized, for
thée ''remission of = sins' and
have " hands 'laid ' “"upon ' them
that y may = seeure thé Holy
Ghost, and through those ordinances
the power of God is made manifest.

take
t - should

I'Y | There is one ordinance, however, that

has been generally neglected. The
Lord had commanded that when a
house, town, county or other place'is
visited by the Elders and they are re-
ceived their peace should be
nounced, and if they are rejected Lhey
should go privately,wash their feet and
witness to their Fatheér in Heaven that
they have delivered their message and
borne testimony concerning the Gos-
pel. It is not necessary that the Elders
should enter into contentions with

eople opposed to them, neither

pro-

those who sought their destroction,

in the mosv distressing and un-
promising circumstances, and
with © no  earthly prospects of
deliverance, but the promises of the
Lord were thatHe would gather themto
Zion where they would be prospered,
and how wonderfully these things have
ben fulfilled. All this has been done
by the power of the Almighty. It
could not have been done by the un-
aided power of man. Thisis not the
most important point God has accom-
plished., Beéfore we were reached by
the servants of God we were in spirit-:
ual bondage,we knew not our relation- |
ship to the Almighty nor the nature of
our earthly mission. Our minds have
been illuminatved in relation to heaven-
ly things. We received the Holy Ghost
througn obedience, and this gave us an
assurance of the divine character of
the message we had received. We
felt that there had beena divine recog- |
nition of the administration of the or-
dinances which we received at the
hands of the Elders. We were estab-
lished upon the rock of revelation,
every man and woman knowing of the
doctrine for him or herself. The ma-
tion and nations may make an effort
to destroy the Church; and a Gamaliel |
might arise and with good ground give
the same  adyice as was tendered by
him of olden time. We see that God
has fulfilled His promises He has made
to us, and our faith extends into the
eternities, embodying the assurance of
a glorious and everlasting reunion of
E}ﬂ closest associations formed in this

e.

There is no need of cultivating a
feeling of fear in rd to our future,
bus it would be well for the nations to
tage heed how they oppose this work.
Every attempt in that direction thus
far has failed. An attempt has been
made teo stop the immigration from
abroad, which signally failed. An
effort has also been made to stop the
increase of the Latter-aday Saints in
other ways, but no power on earth
can mmmpiiah this, and the flocks of
intelligent children will continue to
grace our homes and assemblages.

APOSTLE ERASTUS SNOW
was the next speaker. Heé said in sub-

No longer as strangers on earth neéd we

roam. _
Adjourned till 2 p. m.
. Benediction by Apostle Lorenzo
now.

Afternoon session.

And the Lord has blessed us in our :
gathering together; in ‘our houses,| O, awake! my slumb'ring minstrel,
orchards, fgll‘dEﬂE, gleldsm tflllock:h and | Letmy harp Torget its spell.
the labor of our hands. ough we O, ) 0440
have  some tﬂeﬂtglemen;u Wh:ﬁh P s ﬁg’gﬂ;’&rﬁhﬁ.ﬂﬁ?n Prayer by
have suffered m oods e i e
crops throughout arg generally he choir sang: | -

d.and the granaries are| We'renot ashamed to own our Lord,
E?ﬁ to running over. God’s mercy| Andworship Him on earth.
;"y{":““wl ::Eiwt - ﬂuﬂgﬂfgh&gfl APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW

ple a desire to act as becomes Saints
of the Most High God. We feel grate-
ful noto the God of heaven for his
mercy, There is occasionally a com-

Addressed the Cﬂﬁiarﬂnee. He rcad g
assage in the Book of Doctrine angd
ovenants, beginning on page 224,

plaint that the br?t"hfﬂll have a large
amount of gralg and It fetches a low !

i

which fasting and prager or rejolciug
and prayer aré spoken gf and Gertﬁ‘s‘n
blessipgs of the fulness of the earth

| secution from unprine

stance: For about five weeks passed
he had been visiting the Saints ia ‘the
Stakes in Utah, Colqrado and Arizona.
The people are generally in a peaceful,
healthful and prosperous condition,
dwelling together in unity and love,
without anything to mar their peace
except some destruction from' floods
in the San Juan cnunt.rf and some per-

pled persons in
Apache County, ®rizona. It has been
instituted for pelitical purposes. It
will haveé the effect probably of estab-
lishing the righteous more firmly
in the faith of the Gospel
and weeding out the unfaithful.
Many improvements have been made
in the South, and the climate has ap-
parently 1nodified. Openings are
g{e’ntuul for new settlers and land can

but if so the result would be ultimate |
salvation and glory to those who ¢n-
dured to the end and maintained their
integrity to the truth.

The choir sang:

O ye mountains high, where the clear

sky :
Arches over the vales of the free.

Adjourned till Sunday, Oct. 5th.
{ioentdiction by Apostle Albert Carring-
n. |

SECOND DAY.

Sunday, April 5th, 10 a. m,

See how the morning sun
Pursues his shining way,

Was sung by the choir.

“Come, follow me,” the Savior said;
Then let us in His footsteps tread.

APOSTLE KFRANKLIN D, RICHARDS,

He quoted from the book of Doctrine
and Covenants, beginning at verse 25,
on page 250, and ending at verse 33,
showing the mind of the Lord regard-
ing the responsibility of parents in in-
structing their children, the keeping of
the Sabbath, and the law in relation to
idlers in Zion.

He also read from the same book,
Section 29, from verse 46 to 48, inclu-
sive, concerning the unconditional re-
demption of little children who die be-
fore reaching the years of accounta-
bility, and their sinlessness and free-
dom from the temptation of Satan
until they arrive at that condition,

He then proceeded with s dis-
course, which was substantially as
follows: |

Referring to our little children, who
are becoming a mighty host, 1 will
make a few remarks. Inearly daysour
increase was largely made up by our
immigration trom distant parts of the
world. That sort of addition has
somewhat decreased of late years, and
it now depends toa greater extent upon
the ¢hildren who are multiplied to the
people of God.  We should benefit by
our experiences. There is a feeling in
the world to treat children with indif-
ference, but this is decreasing among
the Saints. Our Savior said, when ' it
was evinced that some considered
children of lesser importance than
grown people, *‘suffer little children to
come  unto e, and forbid
them mnot, for of such is. the
Kingdom of Heaven.”” Those who
have attended our Sabbath schools
and heard the little vnes recite have
rejoiced to witness the early %armina-
tions of intelligence exhibived by them.
The same can be said in relation to the
juvenile exercises at the meetings of
the primary associations. Jesus said
‘‘their angels do always_Dbehold the
face of my Father who i8 in heaven.”
They are unblemished by sin. When
Christ visited the Nephites onthis con-
tinent, as ‘recorded in the Book  of

blue

i

obtainell on easy terms. Grain,
vesvtableu and fruit of f[excellent
quality are raised in abundance, At
$|§r-mn1ruﬁ gspecially more help is need-

Mormon, he caused the power of God

to be made manifest shrough the child~
ren and they spoke wonderful words

those things; not o
such a course wo
bitterness and hate to be increased to-

ould they expose' themselves to de-
struction at the hands of the wicked,
aut do as the Lord has commanded in
néy, however, for
d doubtless cause

ward them among the ungodly.

The speaker made some elear and in-
structive remarks in relation to findiny
work for the unemgluyed and the ecar-

ing of the Gospel to the nations of

e yearth. He showed cleariy how
those who were too aged or etherwise
disabled from'going out into the world
and preaching, could render them-
selves specially useful in one important
department—looking after the inter-
ests of the immigrants who ecome here
by helping them to establish them-
selves 1n accordance with the customs
and ~onditions of the country.

PREST: GEORGE Q. CANNON *

‘"Read a prart‘.iﬁn of the 29th Chﬁ.pter of

Isaiah, and mnﬁnu:ing said: This
work whichk God predicted by the
mouth of the Propaet Isaiah, the bring-
ing forth of the k of Mormon and
its being &)rcsented to a learned and an
unlearned man, and the causing of the
wisdom of the wise men to come to
naught, have all been remarkably ful-
filled before our eyes, and this is not
less the case respecting the confusion
of those who should fight against
Mount Zion. As that which has been
predicted and has been fulfilled in
the past are facts well known
to us, we can  believe that
tnat which 1is jpredicted but not
vet fulfilled %usu}edly will be.
The work was commenced in obscuri-
t];‘ E%{i, W:ﬁ 1l';':wmm u.r:cﬂirtliiﬁg to the will
0 | no special demonstration
which sliould attract the attention of

the world, Our own commencement
as human beings on the earth was of a
similar type, yet & puny, helpless in-

fant may become a

od in the et -
ties of our Father. e

The commence -

sment of the Church was obscure and

insignificant, and it required faith in
those who were its early members to
believe that it would ever attain that
osition and strength-which were pre-
icted for it.  The Prophet Joseph,
however, and his associates saw by
vision that which we now behold and
part.cipate in, and much more which
we, if we behold it at all, mist see by
the Spirit. Scarcely a step. or a cir-
cumstance has taken place in the
Church that was not known to and
}11{ Joseph Smith. Yet men
vine calling as . a prophet

and hold uF

icule, still 1t

his name to scorn and rid-

is, not too much to say that
before many years bave passed sway,
he.will be, recognized as oune of the
migh @ﬂpfronhets that ever trod the
foo 1 of God. His life and char-
acter have not been understood in the
Fast, but they will be more fully
n  the future, In  the . very
beginning he told of the  hatred
with which the church would be met,
e told of events that should occhr as
clearly as if he were reading the ac-

spoken ot
doubt his

count of events which had already

taken

ipl.w’a., Asthe lnfluence and gxe
tento

the work Increased, opposition



