practieed just as under the old Rom-

an Emperors, and the eustom of

voluntarily making them to the

refgning English Sovereign con-

tinued until Oliver Cromwell, on

:':?:ming Lord Proteetor, put a stop
it.

APPODOﬂ of this eustom of giving
New Year’s gifts, a good story s told
of & Court jester of James I, who,
being sent by his royal master with
4 bag containing a fine lap dog ns a
New Year’s prescnt ton female favo-
Tite, was persuaded by some ways
of the Court to refresh himself en
Toute at a tavern, where they ex-
changed the lap dog for a pig. The
disniay of the jester on tumbling out
his sowship nt the fect of the lady
Wis 8o great that he rushed precipi-
tutely from the house of the favorite
and jnto the presence of the king,
shouting nil the way that he had

N bewitched by some flend who

metamorphosed his master’s Inp
dog Into n piy 4 statement which
l‘t_'ceived ready eredence from the
king, who was a devout bellever in
Witches and witcheraft, and who
had written and published 0 vol-
uUminous work on those subjects.

Everyone s familiar with the
Customs of masquerading on New

®ar's eve and day, of watching
the old year out and the new one
', and of firing off wuns, blowing
horns, singing, and partaking of
800d cheer on New Year's Erve; but
Probably few are aware that these
flre amouy; the oldest of all our socinl
Usiges, and have been practiced in
¥arlously modified forms in nearly
81l eivilized countries ever since the
2 .““‘n Emperor Julinn reformed

t calendar and made the “‘cal-
ende”, or first dny pf Jnnuary, the
begln“h‘b' of the year. 1n many
parts of rurg) Engiand and Seotland
1t is Customary for large partics of
Mmen and women to o about on New
Years Eve bearing from house to
house an abupdant supply of cakes,
bread and cheese, together with a
great bowl of what is called wassal)
or “lamb’s wool, g drink eomposed
of hot ule, epices, sugar, tonst and
4Pples. In the households they visit
Ml the members of the family ure
MWwaiting thelr coming, and are pre-
Pared to weleome them with o
‘!‘““t“’l'l 8upply of good ehcer. The
first house visited by thesd wassall |
Carriers after midpight is regarded
#s highly fuvored, it being o popular
:"euei that good fortune throughout

he entire yenr i then sure to follow
all ity lumates. Great care Is taken,
:’l‘:“'t“’t‘n that the first member of
i © waesail party crossing the thres-
old shall Lo o man, for were n|

o
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woman to be the first to enter, mis-
ery and misfortune would infulllbly
onsue.

Upon the calends or first duy of
January, the ancient Romans were
espuecially eareful to so regulate thelr
eonduet that their every word and
act should be a happy augury for all
the cnsuing daye of the year, and
they believed that as they were for-
tunate or the reverse, glad or sorrow-
ful, happy or miserable upon that
day so would they continue to be|
throughout the following twelve
monthe. This old superstition still
exists in the minds of many persons,
especially in the northern countics
of Engiand, where both old and |
young are particularly careful in
their behavior pn New Year’s Day.

1n ‘many of the rural distriets of
Scotland it Is still customary, as it
has been from time immemorial, for
all horses nnd cattle to receive an
extra feeding on New Year’s Day,
that they as well as their masters
may have cnuse to commence the
new year with rejoicing. Renders
of the Beottislr poet, Robert Burns,
will remembrer his **Auld Farmer’s
New Year Morning Salutation to
His Auld Mare Maggeie, on Giving
Her the accustomed ripp of Corn
to Hansel in the New Year:*?

“A Guid New Year I wish thee, Maggiol
Hal, there's a ripp to thy nuld baggie—*
a ripp being a handful eorn.

Felix Fontencau, n Frenchman
who published n very curious work
on astrology in 1680, says that New
Year’s Eve should never be spent in
idle mirth and frivolity, amd that
unhappiness and misfortune will be
the result of thue misusing it. He
adds that it should be devoted to
pious meditation and to an effort te
read the future.

Pythagoras, an old Greek philo-
sopher (a teym which he was the first
to apply to himself beecause he was o
lover of wisdom). required his dis-
ciples, of whom he hnd 600, to de
vote New Years Day to recalling
all the events and actions of their
lives during the preceding twelve-
month, in order that by condemning
those meriting eensure and by prals-
ing those who were worthy they
might the better repulate their con-
duet for the ensuing year.

A pious old English ecustom was
for one of twe friends mecting on
New Year’s morning to exclaim,
“Welcome the New Year,’’ fo which
the other would reply, ““And God’s
blessing on us both while it con-
tinues.””

Lady readers will be interested to
learn that the term “‘pin money”’ is

directly connected with New Y enivs,
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from the fact that when the present
style of pins first came into vogue
they were so expensive and were
thought so desirable that they were
largely utillzed as New Year’s pres-
ents, and instead of the pins them-
s¢lves,the money with which to buy
them was often given, thus giving
rise to the term ‘‘pin 1noney,*’ which
finally came to be appiicd to all
money bestowed for the purehase of
feminine dress or ornainent

In this conneetion it is related that
Queen Elzabeth once said to Sir
Walter Raleigh, on recefiving from
him & New Year’s gift of the new-
style pins, “I trust these will pin
your loyalty still eloser to our per-
son,”’ to which Bir Walter gallantly
replled, “That mirht not be well, for
my love for your majesty might coze
through the pin holes in my loyalty
in 80 unruly n manner asto be un-
pleasing to your highness,*?

GEGFFREY WILLISTON CHRIBTINE.

—=
STAND YOUR GROUND.

What If mortal powers decree

Truth no longer Truth shall be?

What if multitwdes deery

Laws revoaled from heaven most higls?
By the Truth, in honor bound,

Zion's children) stand your ground.

Millions now accept with pride
Trutha once scorntully denled;
Millions yet will truths endorse
That are now opposed by force.
Truth will yet the world astound—
Zion's chitdren! stand your ground,

Lo! the ekics are overcast;

Fierve the gale and loud the blnst.
But the wise to Truth will cling,
At the cost of everything:

Let oppressors run thelr round—
Zion's children! stand your ground.

Man, inclined to rule and reigm,
May, indeed, the bady chain;

Oer oppreasion's harsh control
Towera the indupendont soul.
Courage, comrndes! Free or bound,—
Zion's children! stanid your ground,

What it timorous truitors cringe,
And upon the truth intringe?
What it doubttul frionds devise
Subtle plans, and call them wise?
Satan, oft disguised, is found—
Zion's children! staml your gronml.

What is freedom, power, or place,
Purchased by the soul’s dingrace?
Whercfore turn from glory's gate,
Even for a Boverelgn’s state?
Bettor strive for joys profound—
Zion's children! stand your ground.

Falschood cannot face the light;
Evil hates to help the right;

Not by some degruling schemo

Wl the Lord Hies own redeem.

Let sour fuith in God abound;
Zions children! wand your ground. .

When Menssiah comes 1o earth,
Faith will be of pricelcas worth;
Lack of falth, the mving kind,

In the curse of human kind;
Fuithful souls will yet be erowneds-
Zion's children! stand your ground.

Salt Lake City. EuiLy H. WoonMaNatr



