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practiced just as under the old rom-
an

bom-
an emperors and the custom of
voluntarily making them to the
reigning english sovereign con-
tinued until oliver cromwell on
becoming lord protector put a stopatop
to it

apropos of this custom of giving
newew yeasyears gifts a good story is told
of a court jester of james 1I who
being sent by his royal master with
a bag containing a fine lap dog as a
New Years present to a female favo-
rite was persuaded by some ways
of the court to atefrefreshresh himself en
roto at a tavern where they ex-
changed the lap dog for a pig the
dismay of the jester ouon tumbling out
his at the feet of the lady
was so great that he rushed
tcotelytely from the house of the favorite
andd into the presence of the king
shOutshoutinglAg anall the way that he had
beenn bsbewitchedWitched by some fiend who
hadad his masters lap
dog into a64 a statement which
received ready credence from theang who was a devout believer in
witches and witchcraft and who
had written and published a vol-
uminous work on those subjects

everyone toIs familiar with the
customs of masquerading on new
yearb eve and day of watching
theth old year out and the new one
in and of firing offoa guns blowing
horns singing and partaking of
good cheer on new yearyearss eve but
probably few are aware that these

refa among the oldest ofall our social
and have been practiced in

vadously modified formsforma in nearlyanall civilizedcivilisedcivili sed countries ever since thepmkanaan emperor julian reformed
theth calendar and made the I1 cal-
endar3 or flatflat dadayy pfaf janujanuaryry the
beginning of the year in many
partsP of ruralMW england and scotlandttit is18 customary for large parties of
men and women to go about on newyears eve bearing from house to
house an abundant supply of cakes
breadard and cheese together with a
scat bowl of what is called wassailor lambslamb wool a drink composed
of hot ale spices sugar toast and
APPapleslea in the households they visit
all the members of the family are
awaiting their coming and are prepod toto welcome them with aplentiful supply of good cheer thefirstarst house visited by these wassail
carrcarriersjers after midnight is regarded
as highly favored it being a popular
bouefbelief that good fortune throughoutthe entire year is then sure to followallahitoits inmates great care is takenhowever that the first member ofthehe wassail party crossing the thres-
hold

three
shall be a man for were a

woman to be the first to enter mis-
ery and misfortune would infallibly
ensue

upon the calends or first day of
january the ancient romans were
especially careful to so regulate their
conduct that their every word and
act should be a happy augury for all
the ensuing days of the year and
they believed that as they were for-
tunate or the reverse glad or sorrow-
ful happy or miserable upon that
day so would they continue to be
throughout the following twelve
months this old superstition still
exists in the minds of many persons
especially in the northern counties
of england where both old and
young are particularly careful in
their behavior yn new yearsyearns day

in many of the rural districts of
scotland it is still customary as it
has been from time immemorial for
all horses and cattle to receive an
extra feeding on new yearsyearns day
that they as well as their masters
may have cause to commence the
new year with rejoicing readers
of the Scottish poet robertbobert burns
will remember his auld farmers
new year morning salutation to
his auld mare maggie on giving
her the accustomed ripp of corn
to hansel in the new year

A quidguid nownew year I1 wish thee maggie I1

hal theresa ripp to thy auld baggie 21

a ripp being a handful corn
felix fonteneau a Frenchfrenchmanmau

who published a very curious work
on astrology in 1680 says that new
yearsyearns eve should never be spent in
idle mirth and frivolity and that
unhappiness and misfortune will be
the result of thus misusing it he
adds that it should be devoted to
pious meditation and to an effort to
read the future

pythagoras an old greek philo-
sopher a term which he was the first
to apply to himself because he was a
lover of wisdom required his disdh
cirlee of whom he had to de-
vote new yearsyearns day to recalling
all the events and actions of their

I1 lives during the preceding twelve-
month in order that by condemning
those meriting censure and by prais-
ing those who were worthy they
might the better regulate their con-
duct for the ensuing year

A pious old english custom was
for one of two friends meeting on
new yearnsyearIs morning to exclaim
welcome the new year to which

the other would reply I1 Aandnd gods
blessing on us both while it con-
tinues

lady readers will be interested to
leam that the term pin money is
directly connected with NewNewY Yearsearls

from the fact that when the present
style of pins first came into vogue
they were soao expensive and were
thought so desirable that they were
largely utilized as new yearsyearns pres-
ents and instead of the pins them-
selvesselvestrethe money with which to buy
them was often given thus giving
rise to the term pin money which
finally came to be apollen to all
money bestowed for the purchase of
feminine dress or ornament

in this connection it is related that
queen elizabeth once said to sir
walter raleighBaleigb on receiving from
him a new yearsyearns gift of the new
style pins 1I trust these will pin
your loyalty still closer to our per-
son to which sir walter gallantly
replied that might not be wenwell for
my love for your majesty might ooze
through the pin holes in my loyalty
in so unruly a manner as to be un-
pleasing to your highness

GEOFFREY

STAND YOUR GROUND
what if mortal powers decree
truth no longer truth shall be
what if multitudes decry
tawslaws revealed from heaven mostmod high
by the truth in honor bound
zionsziona childrenchildrenl steadstand your ground

millionsillionsIf now sweptaccept with pride
truths once scornfully denied
millions yet will truths endorse
that are now opposed by force
truth will yet the worldcorid astound
zions childrechildrensnl stand your ground

lotlol the skiessides are overcast
fierce the gale and loud the blast
but the wise to truth will dingcling
at the cost of everything
lotlet oppressorsopprewon run theirtheft round
zions childchildrenrenI stand your ground

man inclined to rulerole and reign
may indeed the body chain
oer oppressionsoppressions harsh control
towers the independent soul
courage comracomradesdeal free or bound
zions children stand your ground

what if timorous traitors cringe
and upon the truth infringe
what if doubtful friends devise
subtle plans and call them wise
satan oft disguised tois found
zions childrenchildrenf stand your ground

what is freedom power or place
purchased by the souls disgrace
Wwhereforehe turn from glorys gate
even for a sovereigns state
better strive torfor joys profound
zions childrenchildreni stand your ground

falsehood cannot few thetee light
evil hates to help the right
not by some degrading scheme
will the lord his own redeem
letyour faith in god abound
zions childchildrenreni stand your ground

when messiah comee to earth
faith will be of priceless worth
mackoflack of faith the saving kind
laIN the cursecone of human kind
faithful souls will yet bee crowned
zionsziona childchildrenschildrereulnl steadstand your ground

satsalt lake mycity EMMYEMILY H


