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conferenceCon terence was closed with singing
hymn prayer by president wm
gardner

on monday april ath an elders
testimony meeting was held and the
maorislaoris also held special meeting simul-
taneously the spirit of god was mani-
fested in both meetings and the hearts
of the saints rejoiced exceedingly

in the evevening a specialespecial meeting was
held to enable to ad-
dress the people as he had been de-
tained through a delay of steamer and
had only just arrived on horseback
this native demosthenes most elo-
quently dwelt on the blessings received
inin the latter days commenting on
jacobs blessingsblessin s to his posterity and
their literal fulfillment in gehis travels

to america he treated intelligently
the scattering of israel christs appear
ance to the Nephites subsequent emi-
gration northward and to the isles of
the sea and the relationships of the
maorislaoris to israel he rejoiced that
chirini whangachanga and his companions
had been privileged to gather to their
ancestral home in zion and urged the
members to live worthy to be gathered
with the saints of bcd

thus closed one of the most success
ful and eventful conferences ever held
in the australasian mission and it
augurs well for the future of the church
in this part of the lords vineyard
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clerk of the conference

PORIRUA new zealand
april irth 1895

flux TAUTAC
how swift the months have passed away

conference again
and australasianAustralasias hosts now come

to swell the joyous strain

this sentiment filled the hearts of all
the elders and saints who recently as-
sembled at our hui tau at tamaki
to hold conference and celebrate the

anniversary of the church
early in april the members began to

gather from all parts of the mission
elders came from the far north and also
from the south island while others
journeyed from australia to have the
privilege of listening to the instructions
and participating in the good spirit
usually manifested in such gatherings

the president and clerk of the mis-
sion and a number of elders met at

on april dafteran transact-
ing necessary business traveled by train
to tamaki our carriage was filled with
maori members from various parts and
european travelers were amazed to wit-
ness the greetings as the elders entered
and received affectionate hangishongis from
native brethren and sisters

on arriving at tamaki great crowds
were perceived at the station all eager
to welcome the new comers elders
exchanged hearty handsh akings and
congratulations and were soon convers-
ing on past present and future dear

I1 maori saints eagerly pushed through
the crowd to give and receive the
precious hongiThe village of tamaki
is close to the station and as soon as
the new arrivals approached the
kaainoaKaainga a small company otof natives

were perceived signallingsignalling them and
waiving their handkerchiefs amid cries
otof welcome haere mai nau mai ac
at some distance beyond a large com-
pany of women were standing in regular
files waiving green wreaths and wands

when the visitors came into close
to them the maori haka or

war dance commenced suitable words
of greeting were chanted in the

strains so peculiar to the maori
the sentiments were accompanied with
graceful movements of the body and
every attitude was assumed simultan-
eously by the whole companycomoany with
the precision otof an automaton As the
ceremony proceeded the movements
became more rapid and vigorous and
excelled the most perfect
exercise A maori woman with native

in her hands conducted the cere-
mony many of the attitudes were not
veryverv graceful when viewed from a

standpointbut the unrestrain-
ed enthusiasm of0 the performers proved
contagious and onlookers witnessed
the proceedings with great interest

when almost exhausted the woman
suddenly retreated and a large com-
pany ofof men were seen crouching on
the ground when exposed to view
they sprang up with a native warwhoop
and their defiant attitude and naked
forms caused a shudder to pass through
the spectators as they perceived the
forcible illustration of ancient

and the manner in which the brave
warriors prepared for battle

the haka was then resumed the
native braves in the front ranks and the
women in their gay costumes behind
the yells and shouts were almost terri-
fying as they chanted their songs
while their bodies swayed to and fro
each person alternately beating his
thighs and breast with rolling eyes
and protruding tongues they portrayed
all the hideousness of the ancient cus-
tom and it could easily be surmised
how they could infuse into each other
a mad frenzy preparatory to going
tofo th to battle

after this interesting ceremony the
greetings were continued and such a
crowd were present that some of the in-
experienced new comers feared that
their nasal organs would be
bally injured in consequence of the
numerous concussions

passing through the village it was
evident that
theres a least of fat things for the righteous

preparing
the good of this world all the saints shall be

sharing
these words received a more literal ful
ailment than the composer ever realized
A number of beeves and mutton had
been slaughtered and hangingbanging
near the cooking department im-
mense quantities of provisions of all
kinds were stored and ready for con-
sumption by the gathering multitude
the large kadakiaka rakia or meeting
house was reserved for meetings and
also furnished sleeping room for the
maori guests who reclined upon their

wha or flax mats arranged along
each side of the room A new dining
room had been erected for the occasion
18 feet wide and 87 feet long it was a
substantial wood structure covered with
zinc roofing and capable of seating loverover

persons at the two tables which
extended from one end of the building
to the other substantial and delicious
food of all kinds was furnished and
many of the dishes were elaborately
decorated

thirty seven elders from zion were
present the largest number ever privi-
leged to assemble together in a confer-
ence of the Austraaustralasianlabian mission two
dwellings were set apart for the exclus-
ive use and accommodation of the el-
ders one of which was the newly
erected and beautifully furnished dwell-
ing of bakana

the first testimony meeting was ex
cee interesting and the cheering
welcome happy voices eyes beaginbeaming
with joy and faces glowing witwith
pleasure caused many to exclaim

the spirit olof god like a fire is burning
the latter day glory begins to come forth

two hundred and twenty eight persons
were present and a large number of
members bore earnest testimonies tolo
the work of the lord

all the meetings of conference were
largely attended A large number ofeuropean saints were present from
Wairarapa and districts and
it was therefore deemed advisable to0o


