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and forward merchaud ze as before, which will |
Eire us the meaus of coutinuing our purchases

ere, of keepiug ships pussing and 1epassing, and

of building manufscturing esiablishments ready.
for the brethren when they arrive in our midst.

While the great depression of the moneyed
institutions continues as :t now is, the people are
compelled to resort to all liudable measures to
effect those exchanges of property which are
necessary to accomp'ish their rdesigus in remov-
ing from one place to another, and rom one
kingdom to another; and by a fuithful execution
of the plans propesed .bove, much, very much,
may be effected in enigration without the aid of
cash, or with very little, ut the most; and goods
may be obtained to advautage for houses aud
lands which the brethren may have to dispose of,
and in paymeunt of deb's due them, when it
would be impossible for them to sell for cash at
any price, or get their pay for debts due them
even at a great discount, aud thus thousands and
tens of thousands may be made to rejoice in this
land of pleaty, while, were it not for a concert of
action, they might remain where they are for
years, or never have the opportunity of appearing
among us on this side the great waters, until the
morning of the first resurrection.

But, brethren, we want to see yon here! We
long to see all here who want to be here, ard none
others, for we desire the increase of those who
love God and work righteousness, that Zion's
cords may be lengthened, and her stukes strength-
ened; though the country is free to all who will
abide her laws, and we have no disposition to
cast out any from our midst who will submit
thereto.

For many particulars in relation to the times
and course of emigration, and many other impor-
tant items connected with the general and parti-
cular interests of the Church, we weuld refer you
to our former Epistles, and to enter into a parti-
cular and minute detail of all iteins referred to in
this Epistle, would be impossible. Brothker
Snyder will enter into the subject more minutely,
ana with the assistance of the presidency among
you, will unfold the subject, so that no one need
misunderstand. .

The brethren need not suppose that this thing
is of our own imaginution, simply; or that the
result thereof, if fally carried into execution, will
be of doubtful character. We have been guided
by the Spirit of the Lord in our deliberations con-
cerning the mafter; and have heen instructed by
the Prophet of the Most High, even Joseph, the
Seer and Revelator for the Church, whose in-
structions to us are us the voice of the Leord, and
whose admonitions we ever regard as true and
faithful, and worthy the counfidence of all who
profess the gospel of Jesus Christ. ,

We have been with him in prosperity and ad-
versity, in s’ckness and health, in public and pri-
vate, in ull situations where men may reasonably
associate with erch other, and know that his
words are true, his teachings snered, his character
unsullied among men of truth, and that he is
what the Church scknowledge him to be, a man of
God, and the spokesman of the Most High unto
his people: ard we bear this testimony unto the
world, ealling on all the honest in heart to uphold
him by their faith and pravers, that he may live
long, enjoy much, and accomplish great things
for the kingdom which he has been the honored
instrament of estullishing on the earth in these
last days, even that he may lead a great imnultitude
into the ce estial kingdom.

That the Saints mav enjoy the teachings of the
Prophet; those tesc .ings which can be had only
at this place, so that they mav go on from know-
fedge to knowl-dre even to perfection, they want
to come up hither; and that the plans before sug-
gested may be foeilitated, let some individuals of
capital come immediately and build factories; in-
dividuals who have the means, understand the
business, and are capable of superintending the
concerns thereof.

There is every natural adyantage at this place
for facilitating such #n order of things; water,
wood and coxl in abundance, and it only wants
the hand of the laborer to bring them forth in
form suited to their several uses; and, while the
gold and the silvir is secreted by the hands of
unprincipl d speculutors, Iet us go forward and
accomplish without gold or silver, that which
migt:u be more easily and expediliously done
with.

Let the brethren ever remember the admoni-
tions we have so often given, that Zion is not to
be built up without labor, fatigue, and trial of the
faith of manv: that when John saw the great
company on Mount Zion, he saw those who had
come up throungh great tribulstion: he also saw
those who had endured great tribunlation atter
they had arrived, and before the kingdom was
completed. 3

The Saints of this day are of the number John
saw, and those, and those only who are willing
to endure tribulation, as good soldiers, without
murmaring, wil eventvally find their names en-
rolled in the Lamb’s Book of Lile, and obtain an
inheritane in the Laly ciry.

To all those who are desirous of sharing in the
poverty and =u{ll rines ineident to new countries,
and the children of the kipgdom, we would say,
come up hither and help us to bear the burden,
and you shal! share in the riches, glory, and hon-
ors of the kivgdom. Awpd those who are not
willing to sufler ofilict'ons, losses, erosses, and
disappointmerts with the people of God, may as
well stay away nud he destroved, as to come here
and perish, for perish they must who eannot #bide
a celestial luw, nnd endure to the end in all meek-
ness, patience #1.d fai'hfulness.

Inasmuch as Elder Levi Richards has asked for
council, we would reecommend him to return to
Neanvoo as soon as cirenmstances shall permit.

Praying that vou may be bleesed with wisdom,
intelligence, and perseverance, in every good word
and work, so that yon may accomplish your de-
swes, and help to roll en the great work in which
you bave enlisted, we subscribe eurselves your
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brethren and fellow laborers in the kingdom
patience: Amen. |
HEBER C. KIMBALL, =
WILLIAM SMITH, @ '
ORSON PRATT,
JOHN E. PAGE,
LYMAN WIGHT. .
WILFORD WOODRUFF,
JOHN TAYLOR,
GEO. A. SMITH,
W. RICHARDS, Clerk.
BCily of Nauvoo, llaucock co., 1L, March 20,
1842,
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REMAEKS

day morning, August 12, 1855.

[REPORTED BY J. V. LOKG:]

It used to be in the days of the Prophet Jos.
eph a kind of conmon adage that Mormonism
flourished best out of doors, and although we
struggled hard at the time that the brethren un-
dertook in Missouri to build a hewed log house
that would cost about $1200, vet that tried the
faith of many, snd was more than we accom.
plished before the Saints were driven from Jack-
son County, and we failed to erect a building
big enough to hold the Saints previons to the
death of the Prophet. At the tune of his death
we were still trying to build a Temple, but all
our exertions only resulted in our having to go
out of doors for room enough.

We on the present eccasion have the pleas-
ure of sitting out ot doors and of listening to
the eounsel and instruction of the servants of
God without being erowded, from the fact that
we have father's hig kitchen to meetin, and in
this capacions Bowery we can enjoy a great
deal of comfort instead of being jymnmed into
our large Tabernacle, those of us who ecould
get'in, and the balance being obliged to g
home. |

Itis by the request of my brethren that |
arise on the present occasionto cffera few re-
flcetions for your consideration, When [ was
first called upon by the Prophet to go and preach
the Gospel, | received a little good advice which

that too, to the best of my ability.

In the morning as | was about to start on my
first mission to preach the Gospel, 1 waited up-
on Br. Joseph and asked if he had any advice
to give me, ‘yes,” said he, ‘George A, preach
short sermons, make short prayers, deliver yonr
sermons with a prayerful beart, and you will
be blessed and the truth will prosper in your
hands, I wasa boy of seventeen atthe tiine,
and | cal’ed this my college education; 1 how.
ever took a second degree, calling upon father
Joseph Smith, who was the Patriarch of the
church, and as I wag aboutsiarting he said, ‘one
word of advice George A | whatever you do, be
careful to go in at the little end of the horn,then
if you inerease thongh it be buta very little, yon
are sure to come oul at the big end; bm il you
go in atthe big end, you are certain to come
out at the small end,’

Eversince that time 1 have applied it, and
thought often of the old gentleman’s counsel,
and | have found it to be verv correct,

At that time Elder Sidney Rigdon our great
preacher, (the perfect comber of all the sects)
a mun that couly bring to bear all the big, jaw-
eracking words of the English language and
who could fill up the interstices with quotations
from other langnages, and bring all to :llustrate
the Gospel of Christ and to contrast it with the
errors of the different gects to which he had far-
merly belonged, I remember seeing bim get up
to pregch when there were present Professor
Seixas and several other learned gentleman aho
were on a visit to Kirtland, and President Rig-
don wanted to show himself to the best possible
advantage. I discovered his error when he first
began spéhking; I saw that he was in his high
heeled boots, and st the eommenceme t he
soared 8o far above his subject that he conld
not get down to it; his whole discourse was a
constant serious of ¢ florts 1o descend to a style
requisite to illustrate the simplicity of the Gos.
pel, the natural result of his eommencing on
too higha key—the difficclty and trouble was
that he commenced on too grand a scale to car-
ry it through sucecessfully.

Now if he had commenced to preach to those
learned men the first simple prineiples of the
Gospel and then as the Spirit had opened up
things to his mind have gone into the mors ad-
vanced principles, he might have suceeeded as
he desired, but he got up with the intention of
showing his great big self; and began at the big
end of the horn, |

There are several young elders present, who
are going on missions, and the advice that [ re-
ceived may not be uninteresting to them. [
bave known many young elders go out preach.
ing and the first thing they would do when they
began to preach would be to tell what a tremen
dous smart sermon ‘they were going, to preach
and what wonderful results would follow; and
I have seen those dashing kind of fellows earry
on unt/l theymwithered and became depreciated
and went out at the little end of the horn.

Now when we present ourselves toc a congre-
gation of people, the Grst thing should be plain.
ly and simply to communi ate tothem the first
principles that we receive,in the best possible
manner. But whatis the best way to commu-
nicate them to the inhabitants of the earth?—
Shall we select the greatest jaw. cracking words
in the English language, and from other lang-
vages, or shall we use reasoning—the most ob-
struse and mysterious? The best method is to
.elect the best and simplest way in our posses-

gion,and you will find thatto be the most euc-

By Elder George A.Smith, Bowery, G. 8. L. City, Sun-

I have endeavared to profit by ever since, and

hod of ptne'lni'min; the Gospel. You

in men that go

that the man who has the fewest words,cc mmu-
picates his idens to the people as a general
thing, in the plainest manner.

When a man uses ten or fifteen superfluous
words Lo convey one simple idea, his real ean
ing 18 lost, and he reaches beyond all the rules
of grammer and rhetoric and his idea, which,
had it been clothed with simple and appropriate
language mizht have been good, but it is lost
for want of more suitable words. It is like
Massa Gratian's wil—*1wo grains of wheat hid
in three barrels of chaff’ Itis my advice that
our elders should study brevity in all their dis-
courses #d communieations tothe people, and
‘that they should gpeak in the plaiuest and sim-
plest manner; for if ey were 1o do this—speak
0 that the unlearned can comprehend, then the
learned will be sure to understond, unless they
have golthéir ears so twisted, that it is wulgar
for them to listen to common conversation; they
are like the young geutleman who had just
come from college and was vesirous of ‘making
a considerable show, so when he stopped at a
country hatel, he gave the following orders to
the ostler:—*You will extricate the qnadruped
from the vehicle, stabulate him, conate him an
adequate supply of natritious aliment,and when
the Aurora ol man shall illumine the celestial
horizon I will award thee a pecuniary compen:
sation,’ |

The lad went into the honse to the old man
crying,—‘Landlord there is a Duotehman out
here, I can’t understand a word he says, do
come and talk to him yourself (Laughter).—
Now if he had said.—unharness the horse, wa-
ter and feed him, and I will pay you for it in
the morning—he would have been understood
by the ostler. But the fact is the world through

of and forgot the simplicity of our fathers, and
the plainness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
the reason is that from the beginning the plan
of Salvation was too plain and simple {o be
interesting to the learned, and it has ever since

high“flown language that the poorer classes of

and thereby hide it in the superabundance of
nonsense they made use of; they use thousands
ot words to blind the ignorant and illiterate, that
they ‘might bs kept in the dork, and remain in
ignorance all through the learning and cunning
of men. .

These are my gentiments upon that sulject
in brief, and however much [ may break or vio-
late the instructions I received from President
Joseph Smith to preach chort sermons, and
make short prayers,I have always endeavored to
observe those instructions, though I may have
fulled on some oceasions. Sometiges perhaps
over anxiety hasled me beyond the mark, but
a8 a general thing | have endeavored to aheerve
them strietly and have found it to he gaod to do
80, and | have often and do yet frequently think
of my first degree. _

But 1 ought to make some acknowledgments
and confessions probably. 1 well remember
the first time [ ever broke those instruetions, |
was preaching in Virginia; in the County of Ty-
ler. There wasa Methndist preacher by the
name of West, that would follow me wherever
I went,and when [ got through preaching he
would get np to burlesqne me and he would
talk for an hour or two, and then he wounld get
hi= congregntion to ging, but with all he eould
do he eonld not get more than thirty or firty to
come and hear him preach, whereas I had from
three to fonr hundred attentive hearers. So on
one certain occasion he came with his Methad

| ist friends 1o the meeting, and [ invited him to

preach first, but no—‘he said-he was going to
preach just as soon as | got through;%:0 [ said to
myself ‘you will have to wait a prefty consider-
able spell, old gentleman,” and | then selected
and read one of tha longest chapters [ eould
find in the Bible, and read it slowly; then i1ead
a long hymn and lined it off,and got the preach-
er to sing it fir me, after which 1 preached
about two hours and 2 half. | saw the preacher
was in a terrible oreat hurry to get a chance to
speak; the reason was, there were many at the
meeting who had enme from 20 to 30 miles on
pirpose to hear me, the eountry being very thin
ly setiled, and snme of thein wonld have turned
taeir pigs out of the pen if they had known
West was going to preach in it, and the very
moment | had done speaking, he jumped up and
said he wanted to preach before | dismissed the
congregation.  When he commeneced, about 300
of the congregation left.

He had muade a practice of following every
Mormon elder that came into the couniry, and
keeping up his harangue against the trath, then
his Methodist brethren would join him and sing
ay the top of their voiees until the eongregation
vispersed, and it wes his intentinon to serve me
the same, but he did not succeed quite so well as
he an'icipated.

That was the first time that [ recolleet violat-
ing the instructions | had received, and 1 mnst
say that [ did not repent of it for a good many
years, and 1 have not fully done so yet, for |
thought that a man must be pardoned for strain-
ing his instructions on an oecasion like that; and
the fact is we do not often find snch men. This
man followed and harassed our elders every
time they went into the conntry, and kept on
their treck until he had run them clear out of
the conntry. When he perecived [ wonld preach
about there, he gave public notice that if [ came

get a coat of tar and feathers; so on hearing this,

I resvlved to go and try it.

their wisdom know not God and have lost sight

b2en the design of men of learning to conch the
wisdom and knowledge of the world in such |

mankind eould not get any where near them,

into the neighborhood where he lived 1 should |

of |eessful
- - F |ma nuﬁ, when you will,
BRIGHAM YﬁUNG,!Pm% forth to proclaim the truth, and you discover

There was a man by the nameof Mr. Willey,
a near neighbor of the Reyv. Mr. West, }e
was a small man of sbout 130 lbs weight, with
a red head, and he had 13 boys with red heads,
each of them weighing from 180 to 250 Jbs —
He had his boys peifectly drilled, and when he
ceu'd pot beat the opposite party at the ballot
box by voting, he could alwsys beat them by
fizhting; for he and his red headed bogs, (for
they had hair as red as my wig that I wear some-
tinies) were more than a mauteh for any party
Ilw}r come i contact with in the county of T}:-
ler, when he could not beat them in the election
he alwas eould the other way. When he Leard
that West, the Methodist preacher, was ooin o to
have me tarred and feathered, he sent his best
looking daughter on horsebaek ever ‘he moun-
taing, dressed in the finest gilk, and invited me

ta go over and preach, and assored me that |
[ne-rd not fear the least danger frem thie Metho-
dists threatening to tar and feather me. 1 sent
an appointment that [ would preach at his house
in two weeks. Accordingly | proceeded on uy
way to visit the @ld man, filling scme appoint-
ments previously given on Brffalo ereek, Mon-
ongahela conoty, and about 15 myles from Mr.
Willey's, I met three young wen, all with red
heads, well mounted and standing about 6 feet
2inches, dressed in Kentucky jeans, but very
neat andclean, They looked big enough to have
been employed in Erebus as strikers for Vulean,
forging thunder bolts for Jupiter.  They inform-
ed me that they were the rons of Mr. Willey,
and that he had sent them to show me the way
through the mountains. They remarked that
it was rather a wild country to travel in alone,
and they likewise informed me that the rumor
was that West, the Methndist priest, was intend.
ing tomeetme with a party of his pious brethren,
and give me a coat of tar and feathers but assure d
me n the name of their father, that I need not
apprehend the least possible danger.

Before 1 got into the neighborhood [ was met
by two or three otherred headed gentlemen, and
we shortly after arrived nt the old man's resi-
dence, where | was treated with every kindness,
and the first saluta ion was an assurance that 1
need not he the Yleast afraid, or anticipate that
any harm would come to me from my Metho-
dist friends; and the beanty of it was, as 1 Jearn-
ed afterward, he had long desired an opportuni-
ty to whip the whale Methndist ehareh; and if
they liad turned out to mob me, he would then
have had a good chanee to pounce npon them.
This is an ilinstration of what men will do to ac-

'cfun_pTiah their ends, or the objects they have in
view,

And as long as | remained in that part of the
county of Tyler, the old man weould have two
or three of these boys go along=with me 10 show
me the way through the country wherever |
wizhed to go, and two or tliree more laoking out.
I suppose he really wanted 1o have the Methn-
diste excente their threst, and attempt to mob
me; but West knowing the feelings of the red

headed troop, he concluded it was best nct to
do so. |

Nutwithst;nding all the orposition, we did
sneeeed in gathering a few Mormons in that
county. - I am aware that things were different
then (o what they are now, tor then when an
elder presented Mormonism in a town or eit ¥,
every one that is acquainted with oar history
knows.that it was locked upon by sll as a mere
matter of humbug, Why, they would sny, it
will be all down in two or three weeks; thege
are some idle tellows going about for the sake of
getting a hiving; bvt now it is altogether differ-
ent; when a Mormon goes forth to preach, how-
ever much thev may oppose him and abnge him,
they know that he represents an almighty peo-
ple, and that he stands in eonnection with and ie
backed up by the greate st inen of the age.

They know that the Mormaons eannot he sue-
cessfnlly eontendéd with by arpument and moral
suasion, but only an the old Missourian system
of mobneraey; they know that the priests have
given it up vears ago, '

O, say they, it you talk with a Mormon elder,
youn are sure to get warsted; tarand feather them,
mob them, and stone them vut of the country,
for it yon listen to them, yon will be deceived

I remember when Joseph first got the Abra-
hamie records; (and let me here sny that | hope
those hrethren and cisters who are not already
subseribers for the “DESERET NEWS.” will
go to the office and eommence to take it whils
that important record is being published, ‘or it
will'be of great service in vears to come) there
was inthe State of New York a very pious Pres-
byvterian deacon who was very intimate with mv
father and mother, when they were members of
the same churchs and as he was prssing through
Kirtland ealled to see them. %
It woas almost a violation of the pions ol man’s
faith to shake hands with my father when he
met him, hat he ventnred, and fintlly got eovr-
age enourh tocill and not vnly shake hands but
have a liitle convers tjon
My father told him that Joseph hnd got this
Biok of Abraham, and that e eou!d translate it,
and thal it revealed some very important princi-
ples. “Itis eorivus,” replied the old man, ]
really wonld like to see the record
“Well, dencon,” said my father, “eome, Twill
go over with yon to the Prophet's and show
you the papvrps ™
“Well, Mr. Smith, but Idon’t know about
going over now ™
“0 ecome alono,” said my f{ather, “there is
plenty of time hefore dinner; it is but a few steps
—let ns walk over while dinneris being pre-
pared.”’ |
“Mr. Smith, Mr. Smith, there is great danger
of being de—ecei—ved! —Mr. Smith—1°d rather

not go!?




