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with the northern soldiers ever since
the war. Gen.Grant always maintained
that Johnston was the most competent
suldier in the Southern armies. It was
the opinion of the Northern generals
thiat he was by far the most skilled of
the Southern officers. He was nevera
favorite with Jeff Davis, and it is said
that if Johnston and Davis had
changed places the civil war would
have terminated differently. It was
hetter ag it was, and Johnston 8o ac-
cepted it during the latter part of his
life.

Johnston was respected by sildiers
of both armies and the wearers of the
blue, as well as of the grey, will mourn
the departure of a gallant soldier, a
good citizen and a man of talent and
renown,

BEHRING SEA CONPLICATIONS.

It 18 definitely stated that a proe-
lamation relating to Behring Bea, will
soon be issued by the Iresident. It
will be given through the Stalte De-
partinent, and be made in accordance
with the act of Congress approved by
President Cleveland, relating to fish-
erivs. This act takes cognizance of all
the waters In the dominion of the
Behring Sea, and extends to it all the
penalties provided by former acts pro-
hibiting the killing of fur senls within
the limita of A lagka.

The Clevelan: act requires the an-
nual promulgation of a warning to all
persons  against entering the water
dominioue of the United Btates in
Behring Bea forseal poaching. United
Btates vessels of war are to cruise in
these waters, and arrest all persons and
seizeall ships found seal hunting.

The forthcorming proclamation will
quote in full the act against geal kill-
Ing, and all its provisions and require-
ments. The Cleveland act extending
thesval killing act to the Behring Bea,
will also be quoted. It will define
emphatically the attitude the Govern-
ment will assume towards real poach-
ers, and it will state that the provis-
ions of the ncts of Congress will be
enforced. The geographical question
will not be touched, The settlement
of disputes of thie kind will be left to
the District Court of A laska.

The Fifty-firat Congress made a
iiberal appropriation for distributing
and publishing any and all proclama-
tions relative to the Behring Sea
question. The forthcoming document
will be printed in ecircular form at the
(Government printing office, and dis-
tributed to all Collectors of Customs on
the Pacific Coast. and to all the U. R.
Consular agenciea iu British Amerjca.

It was thought a few daysago. that
tbis question was all hut geftled, The
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ofticial correspondence which passed | threatened by the Czar for many

between the B8tate Departments of
England and this country, indicated
that a happy conclusion was about to
be reached. The issuance of thls pro-
clamation would lead tothe belief that
there iz something still nnsettled.
Ginly aday or two since, dispatches
froni Canada stated that nnusual ac-
tivity prevajled in Government
shipbvilding yards In that do-
minion. That may mean some-
thing or nothing. But it appears
that the District Court of Alaska has
the most important part to play in this
drama, The geographical question is
the only issue in the Behring Bea
complication. And it seems rather a
heavy part for so unimportant a fune-
tionary as the judge of that court to
assume, unless he is made the mouth-
piece of the State Department.

A DANGEROUS ALLIANCE.

TRANSATLANTIC dispatches bring us
the startling intelligence that Russia
and France have entered into an alli-
ance, both fuor vffensive snd defensive
purposes. The Czar did not manifest
until recently a disposition to enter
into any relations with France Lheyond
the external forms of comity,demanded
by international courtesy.

The Paris treaty of 1887, though ap-
proved by the Grand Dukes Viadimir
and Nicholas, yet was rejected by the
Czar. After the late elections in France
thissame treaty was again presented to
him for ratification, but by Lim a
second time rejected. Now comes the
news, by way of Berlin, that this
treaty has been accepted by the Cuzar,
and that the fact will be aunounced
offieially in a shoct time.

The Czar of Hussia has invested
President (Jarnot with the grand cross
of the order of 8t. Andrew. 'This is
tiie highest Russian decoration, and
heretofore has Leen confined to mem-
bers of the Imperial family, or to
sovereigns peculiarly favorable to the
Russian throne. Theguestion is, what
induced Russia to this action? It is
well Enown that up toa very recent
date the Czar was opposed to an aili-
ance with France. Was it because
Germany, Austria and Italy bad
formed n sortof triple alliance? Was
it because the (zar knew that alliaunce
with England was out of the question,
and that there was a possibility, in the
event of war, of England going with
that triple allinnce.

The Czar saw that the only power
in Europe to ally himself with was
France. Between Germanyand France
a cordial feeling <c¢an not exist
for some time at least. As to
{(Grea$ Britain, her interesls have been

years, and it will be her benefit to ally
herself with powers hostile to bini1. Bhe
has her Asiatic provinces to protect
and retain. She has also interests in
Egypt and in the Suez Canal, and in
the event of Turkey getting embroiled,
she could not well stand aloof.

The Czar is pushing his dominion in
Asla with mighty strides. He s build-
ing railroads and working schemes by
which he ean establish a vast industriul
empire on thatjcontinent. Already he
hag anoounced his intention of raising
cotton by irrigation, and enough of it
to supply the whole of Europe. He has
demonstrated that it can be done. At
the present time he has commissioners
in this eountry, who are inferming
themselves of the latest and most im-
proved methods in cotton raising and
manufacture. The best mnarket for
American cotton is in Russia, and if
this scheme should prove a succeas, ft
would hurt one important industry of
the United Btates,

But what appears most serious of all,
is the prospect of a great Fouropean war.
With alliancer offensive and defensive
of the kind now in force among Euro-
pean nations, it is fearfn] to contern-
plate what that won!d mean. Inde-
rpendent of the life and property that
would be destroyed, it would mean a
reconstruction of the whole map of
Europe and possibly of Asia. Whether
ft would affeet this Continent, it is bard
to tell, but then when confusion is
king, what is safe or what is unsafe,
cannot be well defined.

Europe wants a war and war is one
of the probabilities. Its milllons of
standing armies must have employ-
ment, or they will turn and rend their
own governments, Then it is likely
that the shrewd and ambitious rulers
at their heads may turn them loose on
each other, and let them exercise thoir
martial callings. There i# danger in
the air of Knrope.

—

UTTERLY UNTRUE.

Ty Christian IDegister, a religious
paper published in Boston, gives, as &
piece of staztling news, that a ©Uni-
tarinn apostle’” has actually held a
memorial service in honor of George
Washington in Salt Lake City! This
service, the world is informed,
sscrowded the Theatre’* on Washing-
ton’s birthday aml ©made a deep im-
pression.”” The further statement ia
made that “‘lack of patrlotism? is ‘‘one
of the chief evils of Mormonism,* and
that **Washington’s btrthday, for in-
stance, has not been held worthy of
honor.”?

We presume the Christian Register
is speaking from hearsay. Of course




