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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A STATEMENT FROM PRESIDENT
LORENZO SNOW,

The following correspondence needs
melther explanation nor comment, anve
the suggeetion that President SBpow’s
Xetter 18 deeerving of, aod doubtless
Wwill recelve, the most careful coneider-
atiop of ull Latter-day Bainte:

Bart LARE CITY,
Nov 28,1896,

Elder Lorenzo Boow, President of the
Twelve Apostle::

Dear Brother—As there has been
maueh dlecussion over the correepond-
ence bhetween Mowser Thatcher and
Yourself, and some ol our owp people
are at eea o recsrd tothe primary
aute of Brother Thatcher’s lack ol
harmopny with yeur guorom, ieading
%0 his ¢excommupication therefrom, in
‘ebel!l or a pumber of such persone we
Pen you this commuuleation,

We are aware that the dJdiffiounity
maaionly resled with the Twelve nnd
©ne of its membere; alro that wbe«
actlon was taken Ip the caee there was
mo need of your msking furibher ¢x-

planatiops. We Can Appreciate your
abetinennre from controversy, oD
& purely Chuoreb matier, through

ibhe public printe. But seeing that
dhere appears to be s miesprrebonslon
of the facte ln the cese, and that many
good people are linble, in conrequence
of that, o form Incorrect conclusions,
we respeotfully ask you, If it he uol
inconsistent wlih any rule o! Lthe
©Oharob or of the Council over which
¥you preside, to meke pome publle
sAtatémeny which wlll serve lo piace
this matter 10 il true light belfore the
Sainte,and clear away the miste whieh,
lo some at L ast, eerm to surround Lhe
subject of Moser Thatcher’s deperition.
As he bee given to the world the pri-
vale correepondence thet pasred be-
tween you and him in a Churen
capagity, le 1t falr, even to yoursel
and your aesocisles, to lenve the matter
ip kte prerent condition and open to 8o
much mizconstruction? If you would
mske sn explapatory elatement
tbrough the DESERET INEWS, we be-
lleve it would ve bighly esicomed by
-Dauy others, as well ag
Your brethren In the Goepsl,
NepH1I L. MORRIS,
ARNOLD U, GIAUQUE,
ARTHUR F, BARNES,
R. C. BADGER,
T. A. CLAWSON,

BSALT LAKE City,
Nouvember 30, 1896.

Hidere Nephi L. Morrie, Arnold Q.
Qisugue, Arthur F. Barnee, B, C.
Badgeraou T, A, Clawson:

Desr Brethren—In respopse to your
weleemed ¢ommunication of the 2Bih
inet., I bave delermined, after cunter~
-ence wilh several of the Aposties, Lo
ofler some explansations on the case of
Moses Thatcher and commmente on the
correspondence to whieh you refer,
through the coclomne of the DESERET
NEWSE.

The Apostles did not view Lhe publi-
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catiop of the letters that paeped to and
froma Brother Moses Thatcher sod
them us calling furany controveray oo
their part. Nor did they thipk It a
proper thing to give thoee ecclesinsiical
communications general puabijeity
through eecular new:papers, The letters
Learipg my eignature werenot prepared
with a deelgd for puhbileation—what-
ever the oihers might have heen—and
were rogarded as Cburch matlers for
the coneideration eoleiy of the respec-
tive parties, It s only becauee (hose
letiers have been given to the public,
and hecause jt geeme, from whai you
sng, that an improper lmpreseivn bhas
oeen made upon the minde of some
pe:ple thereby, that I comply with the
request (0 Meel pOme of Lhe atulements
they contisln.

‘[he eovident parpoee in pubiishiog
thore communicalions wae L0 excite
public sympathy; and the unnecesunry
any eupetfluous appeals they cuntain
convey theimpression that they were
concocted for Lhnt purpose. They
were nut relevant to the issle invoived,
Moees Thatcher ‘was not obp trial for
uwie fellowebip. Bpeciflc charges were
uot preterres eflber Jn punlie orlo
private. The question was eolely &g to
vis standicg as one of the Apostles, In
cousequence of bis lagk of Larmony

with .the Quorum of tbe Tweive
vf which hbe Wwae a member
That questlon he ocould bave el
tted at apy time If he bau

su desired, and thal witbout 8 formal
irial, By placing bimself in harmony
with bis Querum, in the epirit of bu.
mility and coviormiiy with ile rales,
of which he Was not in Ignorance, be
ceuld have saved himeslf all the trou-
b.c and deprivation o! which Le com:-
pisins,

Ip biereview of what he calls hie
cako, be laye great ptress on the matter
of the Declaration of Principles, which
bhe refuesd lo Bign after it had received
the endorsement of the First Presi-
Jevoy, the Afpoeties {excepling bim-
sel ),the Pair arcb,theseven Precidents
of tbe #eventies, and the Presld-
ing Biebopric, comprising the general
authorities of the Churcb. Hie excuse
is that he bad only about an bour
and thirty minutes in whiob to cous
sider it. Denaliy men do not regulire
much time to consider a matter whioh
they have always held to be rigbt
There was nothlug new Ip that docu-
meplt as it relates to Ohurch diseipline,
it oonluins tbat which has always
heen aAD establisbed dootrine of
the Churcbh, When the commitiee
whieh prepared 14 submitted it to the
otber Cbhurch autborities, they signed
It after reading without hesitation and
witbout requiring time to dellberate.
[t embodies e0 manltestly s cobceded
and necesraly rule that every one ln
parmony witbh the Church authorities
accepted It at opee, and the Obureh
as 8 body har recelived and adopted it
ap &0 eesentin) rule. Why should
Moees Thateber uslope, of all the
Church sutlorities, fee) that he couid
not eign it, ae he alleges, “wilhout
stultificatlon?’? Was not that in liseif
svidence that he was and had been
out of harmony with his brethren?
And are they not men as ilttle dls.
posed 8@ Bny one Hv!ng to stulliry
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themeelves, or to sesent to anything
wrong that is of vital fmportance to
them aand to the Church?

He cherges that bie letier refusiog
to ¢lgn the Decglaration waa *eap-
pressed.”” There was no suppression
0 the matter at all. The letter was
not addressed to the Confersnee nor
to the public. Out of merey end
compasslon to him ne reference was
made to his coptumacy at the Aprll
Confereuce, hut hie name waa simply
dropped from the list of muthorities
presenied. How could he bave been
sustained under the oirecumetances?
Therenre 8lx of the Tweive now living
who voled for his appointment to the
A postleship, Not one of them would
bave snsteined bim for thatpoeition if
It bad béen known that he then enter-
tained viewe eptlirely out of harmony
with thoee of Lthat hod¥, The letter
addressed on April 6 to hie associates
wap s dellberalely composed grmmun-
lcatlop showiog that he was able to
understand the doouwent which be
refused to sign, and bis prompt publica
tion of that letter, in & eecular news-
paper, showe that he bad a deliherate
inteotiop to oppose the Declaration
and defy his brethren who promuiged
it. But If he did pot bhavesuffigient
time to conelder the Declaration ai the
Apri! Conference, what sbout the
#'x mohthe which elapsed before the
Qoctober Conlerence? Was not that
time encugh? Douripg that ipterval
he was vigiled by mapy of bis breth-
ren, some of them Apoetles, and Do
change was eflected,but he failed even
to atltend the Qctober Conference or,to
manifest a dispnsition to cipform to
the principle ot the Declaration.

It 1s true that he was 1o poor bodily
bealth during that perlod. But he
was oot too 11l to upbraid bretbren who
tried to impress himn with the danger
ol hie pesition, nor to accuse some of
tbem of having *‘blapketed tiieir con-
sctonce?’ ip sigoing the Declaration.

He stales In his letters that be would
bave attended the October Conference
it it had not been for the *“‘acsurancen
and resssurances’? he had received
that nothing would be dope concern-
1ug his etandiog uotll his health should
be restored, He then oomplaina bit.
terly of 1ne explapatione given to
the Conference as to his position and
seeks to convey the Impreseion that
they were 8 hreach o! good faith,

The **assurances? to whloh be refers
were faithfully fnifllied. He was leit
in statu quo. KEvery time it wae
showD that the condition of hie bealth
would not admit of his meeting with
his quorum the guestion of bisstand.
Ing wae postponed, But mesnwhile
he'apd bls iriends were notsiow to
talk abhout bis assoclater and to convey
unwarranted jmpressipoe coocerning
their course in hia ‘‘care,’? BSo much
misundersianding was thereby created
thaet it became ahsolutely necessary Lo
make goine explanations that the Lat.
ter-day Sninte mieht not be deceived.
President Wosdruft was so etrongly
Impressed with thie that be addreesed
ithe Conference on the eubject and hils
stutemente were endorred by eeveral
of the Twelve who followed bim.

Thie was no *tria}”’ of Moses
Thateher, It was simply 8 nDecessaly
explapation of his statue, It invoived
the gquestion of bis lack of Barmony
with the Obureh sutborities. Hia
clalm that be was publicly accusec



