
THE EDITORS COMMENTS

A STATEMENT FROM PRESIDENT
SNOW

the following correspondence needs
anither explanation nor comment save
the suggestion that president snows
setterletter laIs clo serving of and doubtless
will receive theabe most careful consider
aaionlon of all latter doyday saintsbainte

SALT LAKE CITY
nov

elder lorenzoLiorenzo snow president of the
twelve apostolecapostlesApost letlec

dear brother As there hasbaa been
aluch discussion over the correspond-
ence between moses thatcher and
yourselfjoureenyoujour reenself and some of our own people
arere at sea in reg ard to the primary
cauro of brother thatcherthatcherss lack olof
ftJbarmony with your quorum leading
toco hishie excommunication iuID

41flbehalf of a number of such persons we
apen you this

we are aware thathat the difficulty
rested with the twelve and

one orof itsita membersmem here also that ahei
action waswag taken in the case there waswa
ao00 need of your making further ex-
planationsplanations we can appreciate your
abstinence from controversy on
a purely church matter through
abe public print but seeing thatthai
chore appears to be a misapprehension
of the facts in theabe case and that many
good people areare liable in consequence
off that to form incorrect conclusions
we respectfully askaak you if it11 be not
inconsistent with any rule of the
church or of the council over which
youtou preside to make some public
statement adich will serve to place

mettermatter laID its true light before the
clear away the mists which

to some at it abt seembeem to surround the
subjectabject of moses thatcherle deposition

AsAB hebe has given to the world the pri-
vate correspondence that passed be-
tween you and him in a church
rapacitycity tola it fair even to yourselfyourayour eli
andad your to leave the matter
lain its present condition and open to soBO

much misconstruction if11 you would
snakemake an explanatory statement
through the NEWS we be
lieve it would leie highly esteemed by

amany others anae well as
yourtour brethren in the gospelgocbel

NEPHI ij morais
ARNOLD 0 I1

F BARNES
R C0 BADGER
T A CLAWSON

SALT CITY
november 80 1896

isidore nepha ij morris arnold 0
giauqueGlau que arthur F barnes BR C
badger and T A clawsonClaw soosom

dear Brobrethrenthren in response to your
teemedesteemed of the

linet I1 have determined alterafter confer
oncedoe withwilb several of the apostles to

some explanations on the case otof
thatcher and comments on the

vorcorrespondence to which you refer
through the columns of the

the apostlesApoatlee did not view the bubli

cation of the lettersletter that passed to and
from brother moses thatcher and
them asaa calling lurfor any controversy on
their part nor did they think it a
proper thing to give those ecclesiastical
communications general publicity
through secular newtnewspaperspapers the letters
bearing my signature were not prepared
with a design for publication abat
ever the others might have been ana
were regarded as church matters for
theibe consideration solely of the respec-
tive parties it is only because those
letters have been given to the public
and because it seems from what you
sayeay that an improper impression haebag
neonbeen mediamade upon the minds of some
pe thetherebyreby that I1 comply with the
request to meet some otof the statements
they contain

iha evident purpose in publishingpublish ioe
those communications waswaa to excite
public sy m path j and the unnecessary
anuand appeals theyabey 0buntain0etain
convey the impression that they were
concocted lorfor that purpose they
were nut relevant to the issue involved
moses thatcherThatober was not on trial for
uisais fellowship specific charges were
not preferred either in public or loID

private the questionlon was solely as to
aleu la standingstand log as one of the apostles in

otof his lack olof larmonyharmony
with the quorum of the twelve
ofu which hebe waswag a member
that question he could have set
tied at any time it he bad
saaj desired and that without a formal
trial by placing himself in harmony

quorum litin the spirit of hu-
mility anuand contor miLy with its rules
of which be was not in ignorance he
could have saved himself all the

ib and deprivation of which he com-
plains

in hisbin review of what hebe calls hisbis
case be lays great stressstream on the matter
of the declaration of principles which
hebe refused to signalga after it had received
theibe endorsement of the first presi-
dency the apostles exceptexceptingling him
seleel the pair arab the seven presidents
of the seventies and the presid-
ing bishopric comprising wethe general
authorities of the church his excuse
Is that hebe bad only about an hour
and thirty minutes in which to cou
older it usually men do not require
much time to consider a matter which
they have always holdheld to be right
there was nothing nownew in thatmat docu-
ment as it relates to church discipline
it contains that which has always
been an established doctrine of
thebe church when the committee

which prepared it submitted it to the
other church authorities they signed
itIs after reading without hesitation and
without requiring time to deliberate
it embodies so manifestly a conceded
and necessary rule that every one in
harmony with the church authorities
accepted it at once and the church
as a body has received and adopted it
asan an essential rule why should

Tha alone of allali the
church authorities feel that be could
not it asall hebe alleges without

was not that in itself
evidence that hebe was and had been
out of harharmony with his brethren
and are they not men as little dis-
posed asan any one living to stultify

themselves or to assent to anything
wrong that inIB of vital importanceimpart anoe to
them and to the church

he charges that hisbis letter refuelrefusingOK
to sign the declaration was sup-
pressedsed there was no suppression
in the matter at all the letter waswag
notdot addressed to the conference nor
to the public out of mercy and
compassion to him no reference was
made to his contumacy at the april
conference but his name was simply
dropped from the listhat of authorities
presented how could he have been
sustained under the circumstances
there are sixeix of the twelve now living
who voted for hiebis appointment to the
apostleship not one of them would
have sustained him for that position if
it bad been known that be then enter-
tained views entirely out of harmony
with those of that body the letter
addressed on april 6 to hishie associates
was a deliberately composed cmcommun-
ication

mun
showing that hebe was able to

understand the document which hebe
refused to sign and his prompt publica-
tion

pub lioa
of that letter in a secular news

paper shows that hebe bad a deliberate
intentionlo to oppose the declaration
and defy bisbig brethren who
it but if be did not have sufficient
time to consider the declaration at ththe
april conference what about ththe
six months which ela peorlerl before the
october conference was notdot that
time enough during that interval
hebe was visited by many of his breth-
ren some of them apostles and no
change was effected but hebe failed even
to attend the october conference or to
manifest a disposition to to
the principle of the declaration

it is true thatabat be was toin poor bodily
health during that period but he
was not too III to upbraid brethren who
tried to impress him with the danger
of his position nor to accuse some of
them otof having blanketed their con
science in signing the declaration

he states in his letters that hebe would
have attended thehe october conference
itif it hadbad not been for the 46 assurances
indnd reassurances he had received
that nothing would be done concern
ing hiebis standing until hisbis health should
be restored he then complains bit-
terly of the explanations given to
the conference as to hisbis position and
seeks to convey the impression that
they were a breach of good faith

the assurances 1 1 to which hebe refers
were faithfully fulfilled he was left
in statu quo every time it was
shown that the condition of his health
would notdot admit of hisbis meeting with
bisbin quorum the question of his stand-
ing was postponed but meanwhile
he and his friends were not slow to
talk about bib associates and to convey
unwarranted impressions concerning
their course in hlahie easecase gobo much
misunderstandingunderstandingmien uderstanding was thereby created
thatthai it became absolutely necessary to
make some explanations that the letlat
berday saintssaint not be deceived
president fl was so strongly
impressed with this that he addressed
the conference on the subject and his
statements were endorsed by several
of the twelve who followed him

this was no trial of movesloees
thatcher it was simply a necessary
explanation of hisbis status it involved
the question of hisbis lack of harmony
with the church authorities his
claim that he was publicly accused


