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this; you believe ia the Word ol Wisdom,
but I don’.”” As 1 looked npon him,
clutching the clgar in his' enfeebled
grasp, he was a study. Here is a man,
I thought, 1hat the angels ot God have
visited and ministered to. They told
him that Joseph Smith was the instru-
ment in translating that book for the
salvation of the human familv, by the
power of God He believed it. He
testifies ot it now, though he quarreled
with Juseph Smith and apostalized trom
the Church. How is it that this man can
fdicule a revelation received through

e 3ame source that God had pointed
out as His divinely appointed power to
communnicale with the children of men?

ow can ne speak lightly of a sacred
communication of this kind? Suppose

Irnelius had rejected Peter upon re-
Celving that communication concerning
baptism, and said, *‘Peter, I have re-
Celved your testimony, because the angel
told me to; but in the future [ want the
angel to come and tell me every time
that a revelaiion is true hefore I will
receive it.”’ Before me | looked upon a
man that occupied such a position _of in-
Consistency. God raised up David

hitmer, Oliver Cowdery, and Martin

arris to be especial withesses to the
Prophet's divine mission. Joseph Smuh
communicated unto tiem ithe mind and
will of God. Wanen the apustasy took
place in the town of Kirtland, Ohio, and
the Apostles stood lorth and wuhstood
the Prophet of the Lord, Elder John
Taylor, young in the Cnurch, said unto
them, as he took the Book of Mormon
in his hand, “*Who revealed this work to
usf Who communicated the mind and
will 01 God and made plain the transla-
tion of this sacred record? If Juseph
Smith has been ihe instrument in the
hands of God o! duing this and in com
municating the mind and will of God to
the inhabitanis of the earih, how can we
reject him?”  God justified his servant
John Taylor on that occasion, and today
his body sleeps beneath the sods of the
valley while his spirit basks in the sun-
shine ot the paradise of God, for he was
true 1o his integrity and maintained the
autharity of God, sustaining tis Prophet.
Jesus said thar “Whosoever shail fall on
this stone shall be broken: but on whom-
soevel it shall fall, it will grind him to
powder."”

What was the Gospel that Joseph
taugni? It was faith 1n Jesus Christ,
repentance of sin, aod bapnsm for the
remission of sin, the laying on
of hands for the giit of the Holy
Ghost, Paul said, “No man taketh
this honor unto himseif, but he that is
called ol God, as was Aaron.” Joseph
Smith said the same. Hence he was not
only commissioned to bpaptize Oliver
Cowdery, having received that authority
from John the Bapust but he was com-
missigned by the authurity of Jesus
Christ, through the ministravons of
Peter, James and John, to conler upon
him 1ne Holy Ghost and to minister the
ordinances ol the higher Priesthood un-
to the inhabitanis of the earth as last as
they complied with the conduions thai
Jesus had imposed upon the ruly re-
pentant sinner. What eiset A temple
was puilt in Kirtland, Angels visited it.
Enjah visited Joseph there, He told
him it was necessary that the hearis of
the tfathers should be turned to their
children, and the hearis of the children
should be turned to their fathers, les
God come and smite the earth with a
curse. Brother Parley P. Pratt, when
we sojourned logether at Phi]adelphia,

a few weeks before his martyrdom, said

to me, “Brother Cannon, when Brother,

Juoseph commun cated unto me the
knowledge 1hat Ehjah the Prophet had
communicated to him—that it was my
right to be sealed to my ‘ather, and that
it was my duty to seek unto my father
that he might be sealed unto his father;
that the wite ol my bosom should be
united with me in marriage for eternity,
with our offspring who belongs to us,
and that we could only be made perfect
int esuciety of wives and children, and
wives could only be made perfect 1n the
sociely of husbands and children—when
I thought that 1 would have tne privilege
of enjoying the society of my father, my
mother, my wife and my chidren in the
family associarion, dwelbng together
eternally, enjoymg the fellowship of
God, my joy knew no bounds.” This
Apostle tirilled my entire being as he
was wrought upon to bear testimony to
me of how joseph’s testimony had affect-
ed bhim. Wnen I heard David Whiimer
bear testimony tnat the angei had spoken
to him, I felt the power of Guod accom

anied 1that man. Then | beiieved what

had heard of his brotner in-law. O ver
Cowdery, whom they prevailed upon 10
get drunk in Washington, thinking they
wou'd make him go back upon his tes
tmony of the Book ol Mormon, in thai
he had differed with Joseph ani1 had
been cut off from the Church. What
was his testimomy? 1 cou d imagine 1he
power that would make a man when
drunk retuse to go back upon that testi-
mony. Said he, “Though I burn in
hell, or shine in heaven, the 1estimony
that I have given is troe regarding tne
Book of Mormon.” With humility he
came back to the Church at Couocil
Bluffs, seeking to gain an eutrance by
baptism, doing his first works over
again, like a httie child, saying, I oniy
ask a standing and a teilowship with the
people ol Gou; I ask no promunence in
the Cnuich, but the privilege ot being
baptized, that I may enter into couai-
munion with the pevole of God and re-
celve 1he feilowship from on hign;"' and
he went down into Missouri, seeking to
influence his brotner-in-law, David W hit-
mer, to return to the Church, and died
betore he could gather with tbe Saiots.
Marun Harris came dack 10 the Church.
and is buried in une of the settiements
north, having renewed his covenants and
burne testimuny thal Jesus revealed unio
him, througn a heavenly messenger, the
divine truth of the transtation of the
record known as ithe Buook ot Mormon.

In what particular dues the Gospel
which that angel bore from on high
differ from the Gospel that Jesus and
His Apostles taught m the meridian of
time? There is no difference.  Jesus
likened the Kingdom o1 lieaven unto ten
virgins, five of whom were wise and five
foulish. Five had ol {o theiwr lamps and
were prepared for the coming of 1he
bride:rouvm, and five bad no onn in their
Jamps. What does 1his bespeak to us,
my brethren and sisters? [t bespeaks
that we should see that we have not only
the lamps, but that we have them
trimmed and burmng; that if we sleep
and we are awakened, we will be pre-
pared to go furth to meet the bride-
groom. It bespeaks that we should
profit by tne seed that has been sown 1n
our hearts, nourishing it by virtuous anuy
gxodly conducf] thar we may be wise un-
1o salvation. Jesus also lhikened the
Kingdum of heaven to a sower that went
forth 10 sow. Some of the seed tell on
stony ground, and it was choked with

thorns and noxious weeds, How many
there are of us who have received the
truth, and have profited by it in the
cummencement; but when the sun of
prosperity came npon us we began to
forget the testimony of Jesus and to bar-
ter our heaven y g ory for the transitury
things of earth. Today our newspaper
c.lumns are fiilled with society notes,
bespeaking that we have come out from
Banylon, but that we are not separated
from Babylon. We are going, as Jesus
said many would do, like the sow that is
washed, to its wallow:ng in the mire.
QOur taihers and mothers forsovk their
early homes, the lands of their nativily,
the graves of their ancestors, and crosgetj
tnese trackless wastes, encountering
nardship and trial, to which many suc-
cumbed, inspired by the hope that they
might plant their children in these moun~
tains, isolated from the world, secure
upon An inheritance that Guod should
give them, that they might be prepared
to meet the Lord Jesus Christ, and not
be under condemnation as the people of

Noah hnhad been; and can we [ulfil
tneir expectavions if we do not re-
member with a sacred recollec-

tion the things that they endured, the
sacrifices that they made, and the
admomtions with which they sought to
impress us that we mght indeedbe
separated from Babylon, exhibiting the
beauy, the glory, the sirengih and the
puwer that accompany the 1estimony of
the Lord Jesus Christ? How many are
\here of us witn lamps? Our Priesthood
meeting 1s thronged, month atier month,
with mern who bear the Priesthood of
God. Members come forith every month
and ask to be privileged witn advance:
ment, that they may receive th - Priest-
hood, and i1 is conferred upon them. In
every ward you will fino men wuh this
Priesthood. Ask them if they have any
means of light, and they will say, 'Yes,
we have the Priesthood ' One man witl
hold up hi<signal and say, *'1 am a High
Priest;'’ anuther will hole up his lamp
and say, "1 have got the light of a
Seventy,” eic. What does this bespeak?
it bespeaks just whal Jesus said It
would, But it we are Sevenues, High
Priests, Elders, Piicsts, Teachers, or
Deacons, have we ol in our lamps, and
are our lamps hurning? Are we in
tellowship with the ungudly 10 that ex-
tent that we have forgotien the holy
calung whereunto Gud has called us, to
come out from the world und be separate
from it? Or does the power of God
accompany us, and are we true to our
callings? Do we stand and say, “"As lor
me and my household, we willserve the
Lord,” or do we open our doors wide to
the ungudly? Do we juin with men
who have fallen away from the truth®
Do we drink, chew, smuke, and induige
in other vices, lest we may be considered
more holy than our associate:? 1 tell
you ‘his 1s a day ot warning and not of
many words 1do not care how much
we profe-s 10 he High Priests, or Seven-
ties, or Elders, f we have not the Holy
Ghost to be our guwie, we are ovis-
qu.hted from preaching the Gos-
vel and  from  reouking  inigquny,
Fur can the man that practices imiquuy
turn and rebuke his neignbor? No, God
has said that the Hoiy Ghost will not
dwell in an unholy taubernacle, and 1hat
those who bear the vessels of the Lord
must be clean. ls there one of us ihat
has received a communication from on
high, telling us that our faiher desired
tu be uonited with us in the everlasting
covenant, that can feel justified in ignor.



