
the 1956 summer harp colony of america
season
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i left to right standing benita gordon Farifarlfaribaultbaultbaull minn jean ray indianapolis ind margaret griggs champaign illlii sharon strickland dallasdalias texas
laman associate harpist of the concert ensemble carloscarios elyze Yockey first harpistof the new orleans symphony orchestra roberta franklinfrankiin
york city lee swinson first harpist of the kansas city philharmonic joanmarie russo pelham N Y sue bigby ann arbor mich mary witherell peoria
ilary ann guenther philadelphia pa jude quincy illlii eleven year oldoid jara goodrich camden maine dorothy white springfield mo harriet
ce syracuse N Y seated judy mcdonald knoxville tenn susan trussell iowalowa jacqueline chapin dleale vernellverneil taylor south windham
laura bellebeile geary ruth nevada didi kelleykeiley charlottesville va seated at the harp thirteen year oldoid carole crosby cuyahogaCuyahoga fallsfails ohio
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entertaining suite of eight dances
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one of the highlights of the season
was a recital given by one of the
leading members of the colony
sharon strickland it was my good
fortune to arrive in camden the
morning of the recital to which I1
was cordially invited I1 was amazed
in listening to that fascinating six-
teen year old southerners remark-
able technique and warm emotional-
ity I1 understood that she joined the
summer harp colony when only
eleven years old the audience in-
cluded such distinguished musicians
as edna phillips zlatko balokovic
and william harms the event took
place at carlos Salz edos beautiful
estate on penobscot bay in its
modernly decorated studio the in-
side of the house was entirely

remodeled and decorated in 1931 by
the illustrious french architect
decorator jules bouy

by lucky coincidence I1 was in
hancock visiting the famous pierre
monteux conducting school the day
when judy laman an amazingly
gifted young musician was program-
med to play the mozart concerto for
flute harp and orchestra accompani-
ment dorothy white the flutist
who is also a harpist and was
teaching the harp last winter at the
university of texas demonstrated
her fine musicianship and her lovely
warm limpid tone

I1 dont remember ever having
heard a more brilliant and musical
technique combined with perfect
sense of phrasing than that nineteen
year old judy laman she too stud-
ied with the maestro in her early
teens at the summer harp colony

and also at the curtis institute of
music in philadelphia from which
she graduated after only remaining
two years in that celebrated institu-
tion an unprecedented occurrenceoccurence
no wonder she is mr Salz edos pride
in fact recently she has been ap-
pointed as associate harpist in the

concert ensemble a touring
organization composed of two harps
a flute and a cello the flutist being
ruth freeman and the cellist marcia
barbour

according to maestro
this was one of the most interesting
summers of his teaching career
students as usual came from vari-
ous parts of the country and ranged
from eleven years up

among the leading members of
the harp colony this summer were
rebecca wagner one of carlos sal
dedos assistants elyze yockey first

harpist of the new orleans orches-
tra peggy who last
spring graduated from the curtis
institute of music and was recently
appointed as first harpist of the
buffalo philharmonic orchestra
marian harding and kathleen ha-
den members of the famous harp
quintet the Angelaires incident-
ally miss harding recently relin-
quished her membership in the
Ange laires to fill the vacancy of
first harpist of the birmingham
symphony orchestra the harp co-
lony this summer counts only one
male student lee swinson first
harpist of the kansas city phil-
harmonic

my sojourn among those famous
and promising harpistsharpists is a precious
memory which I1 shall proudly re-
count when I1 return this fall to my
native spain
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