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nounced constitutional by the cour! of
last resort, [ hereby declare my inten-
tion to submit to those laws, and to
use my influetce with the members
of the Church over which 1 preside to
have them do likewise.

There is nothing in my teachings to
the Church or in those of my associ-
ates, during the time specified, which
can be reasonably construsd to in-
culeate or enconrage polygamy, and
when any Elder of the Church has
used language which appeared to con-
vey any such teaching, he has been
I)romptly raproved. And I now pub-
icly declare that my advice to the
Latter-day Sainots 15 to refrain from
contracting any mairiage febidden by
the law of the land.

WILTORD RUFF,
President of the Ch nf  Jesus
Christ-of Lattor- aints.

President Lorenzo Suow offered
the following:

I move thal, recognizing Wilford
Woodruff as the President of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, and the only man on the earth
at the present time who holdathe keys
of the sealing ordinances, we consider
him fully authorized by virtue of his
Eosition to 1ssue the manifesto which

as been read in our hearing and
which 13 dated September 24th, 1890,
and thatas a Church in General Con-
ference assembled, we accept his
declaration concerning plaral mar-

. ringes as authoritative and binding.”’

The vete to sustain the foregoluy
motivn was unanimous. i

President George 4. Cannoh

Bpoke in refercoce to the mauifesto,
giving the reasons for its havin
bueen issned by President Woodruff,
A synopsis of hiz disconrge could not
give an adequate idea of it. His re-
marks were of such vitw importance
that it is Jecmed betier to await a
full repoit of them, which will
shortly be published.

Prepident Woodrulff,

Who had been deeply affecied dur-
lug the presentation of, and netion
upon the olficial declaration, also
expressud himeelf on the same sub-
ject. His reniarks will soot appear
infull, the same reason fyr not giv-
ing a sy nopsis applying to bkis dis-
course, a8 well as to President Can-
non?’s.

The cholrsang:

How beanteons are their feet

Who atand on Zion’s Hill,

Who oring sulvation ouw their tongues,

And words ol peacareveal.

Benediction by Apo-tie Heber J,
Grant. Adjourned until 2 p.m.

Aftornoon Session, 2 p. m.
The choir sang:
With joy we own Thy servants, Lord,
Thy ministers below,
Ordained to speak Thy truth abroad,
That all Thy name may know.
Prayer by Elder C. W. Peurose.
A special hymn eotitled ¢“Zion
will be free,*” was sung by the choir.

Apostle Heber J, Grant
Briefly addressed the conference.
He said in substance: [ have great
sutistaction in seeing so large a con-
gregation present. [ have never
attended a conference at which
more of the Spirit of the Lord was
manifest. We have been united and
the speakers have been inspired by
the Spirit of truth. May 1 be able
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to contribute something of the same
character as that already given
for the benefit of all present.
I rejoiced in the large Priesthucd
meeting held here last pight, at
which the Spirit of God was pres-
ent, [ sustain a testimony borne
at that gathering to the effect that
the man whe contributes to the sup-
port of God?3s work will be rewarded
both temporarily and spiritually. I
have heen gratified with the re-
marks that have been made about
evelts, which some have imagined
will take place in 1581. Boyme spend
neurly the whole of their time in
hunting mysteries, wiile oegleet-
ing tmportant duties as they come
aloug. The best course to pursue is
to fulfil daily the duties required ua
they present themoelves. luo this
way a man is rewarded as he goes
aloug, aud walks in the path that
leads to sulvation,

Apostle Jobn W, Taylor

Was the next speaker. He said
substantially: | feel thaokful to
my ldeaveunly Father for the privi-
lege of attending this Coonference.
It 18 the best I ever attended in my
life. 1 am in the hahit of saying
this every half year. I am likea
hupgry man who wheno he eats
declares that this is the best meal he
has ever partaken of. God has ful-
filled His promise to His people and
provided for them pastors and
teachers after His own heart.

I wus glad to Le confirmed in my
impressions regarding what some

Z | have expected would trauspire in

1891,

I invite you all to pay your tithes
and offerings, that this may be u
land of Zion tousall, T am fully
in accord with the views of Elder
Grant in relation to the elporal
Jduties of the Snints. When ween-
gaue to serve the Lord we do so that
we might reap salvation. All that
yvou will find yourselves possessed of
ag a foundation when before the bar
of God will be your wives and chil-
dren. If you train oot your chil-
dren you are blind indeed, There
is a spirit working among the Saints
to educate their own offupring, If
our children will be all we will have
for a foundation of glory iu eternity,
how needful th:at they be properly
trained. The Church schoois are
thu greatest lnstitutions among this
people aud will be one of the great-
est powers for good as one of the
helps in the work of God,  About
two years ago an eastern paper pob-
lished what purported to Le a cor-
rect report of missions schoola. He
asserted that 5000 children of the
Latter-day Baints, in Utah attended
them. If this betrue it shows quite
a percentage ot parents who are in-
consistent with regard to their re-
Hgious duty. The ordinances of
the Gospel have been taught to
us and we ate responsible for our
children being instructed in these
things,

The ppeaker here read from the
Book of Doctrine and Coveunants
regarding the responsibility of "par-
enfs regarding the proper instrue-
tion of their children. If I werea
CatholicI would wish wmy children
to be of that faith. 8o with any

other religion. Being a Latter-day

Baint T desire my children to be of
that faith. Otherwise [ would be a
hypocrite. There are among us
wolves in sheep’s clothing ready to
lead astray our little ones The cry
has goue fuorth “Let Zion be de-
filed.’? Wolves do net devour ol
slieep when there are any young
ones. I have herded sheep long
epough to know that. Look after
your children, [f you are -faithful
over a tew of them God will make
¥ou ruler over many. May God
bless you all, Amen.

Apostle Mariner W. Merrifl

Was the next speaker. The sub-
stonce of what he said was as fo].
lows: I hopetohave youratteution
that you ruay hear what I have to
say. This position is not to me a
desirable ons. I am not here of my
owu chuice. Muy the Lord favgr
me with His good spirit that what }
may say nay be ot profit. I have
felt that if ever there wasa time
wheun 8aints needed the testimony of
Jesug it is8 now. The Saints need
that witness for themselves that
they may understaud the reveja-
tions as given from time (e time,
There was one given to Presideut
Tuylor in 1882. It directed that al}
the quorums shonld be fully organ-
zed aod the families of the Ssints
set in order. Thiz was that the
Priesthood and people might be
preserved. We could hardly rea)-
ize the importance ot the word of
the Liovd in that relation at that
time. We can see it now. Eveniy
ginee then require the Baiuts to
kuow for themselves of the divinity
of this great work. There is more
or less fault-finding and complaining
agaipst each other among the peo-
ple. When this is the case we
shouid consider this matter, for the
Lord bas spoken on this subject anyg
safu we musi forgive one another,
It in written concerning the dijg-
ciples of old, that there were envy.
ings und atrifes samong them and
they forgave not each other in their
hearts, and were severely chastened
in consequence. There may have
been an outward form of recoucilia-
tiou, but they forgave uot one ap.
other inwardly and were in conse-
quence afflicted and sorely chast-
envd. He who will not forgive Lig
brother stands condemned and there
remaios in him the greater sin, The
speaker related an incident whaerejp
oue man relused to furgive ancther,
although the Lrother against whom
he eutertained feeliugs asked for.
giveness and requested to know
what he could do to regain his gopgd
will. Resuming his comments
Bruther Merril} said: Ig there any-
boly here who feels thus? if so le
stands under coudemnation, and
lies under the greater sin, W
ought to ce.se our fault-finding, and
seek the Lord in fervent prayer
moroing, novn aud evening. Thare
Is no other proper course for Saintg,
We must carry our religion into the
actions of our livea, € muost for-
give one ancther as we desire to he
forgiven. If we do not, God will not
hear our prayers. He will be slow to
answer our supplications. This evil
is more or less prevalent. It keeps

ople away from their meetings,

he time is now when we should



