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ment of this power and influence in
the hearts of the masses of the peo-
E}:, some of the governmenta of
rope are belng shaken from cen-
tre 1o circumference, and we S‘o‘i
conseguence of
is growing in the minds
we not only hear of
threats to cast down thrones and to
destroy the heads of governments
that are exis but that these
thing are actually taking place, and
i the heads of nations are trembling
The Church Governed by Law—Growing | for fear becanse of this dis-
Disregard for Law—Ant! gamy Law | pesition to break in pieces the powers
Unconstitutional — Misrepeésentations by | that be. I may draw the attention
Malignaat Misereants—Chureh Govern- | Of this tion to the fact that
ment by Common Consegi—Nature and | {he revelations that were brought
« Intent of Plurel Marriage=No Surrender forward by Joseph Smith the pro-
of our Principles. & phet pointed to this very movement
= and stated, in deflnite terms, that
I bave unexpectedly;| to :ny-ﬁ such a condition would exist
been ecailed upon 40 address this | a the nations, and that it
congregation, While 1 shall en- | would bring about the destruction of
deavor todo so I desire that you shall | those governments in which it was
give me your sympathy and faith, | suffered to exist and to spread. But
that [ may be able to spéak in clear- | in place of the Latter-day Haints
ness whatsoever may beput into my | baving a disposition eof this kind, it
mind by the inspiration of the Holy | is the genjus of this work, it is the
Ghost, If I shall be so fortunate as | spirit of this Church, to conform to
to enjoy a goodly portion of that in- I)mpu organization, to recognize
fluence. I have no spécial subject | Jaws that are according to human
on my mind upon whigh to speak |rights, to ize that which
and am therefore depegident upou | will bemefit mankind. It s
the !n:f)imtion of the “moment as | true that most of the govern-
the spirit shall give utterance. ments of Europe are not Lased on
It has been the privilege of the | correct principles. The rulers do not
servants of God in all ages to enjoy | recognize the rights of the people
a portion of His power to direet|whom they govern; but at the same
them in their ministry #hd to make | ime the condition that would be
plain to their undersfanding the |brought about by these things that
things that they should#peak about | [ have referred to, this undermining
when it became their duty to preach | governments; - etc.; would bring
the truth. This congregation is very | About a ten-fold worse condition of
largely composed of people who pro- | things than the despolism even that
fess the same religious doctrines as | exists in the old countries, because it
those which I have myssif embrac- | would bring about anarchy and con-

are others, however, in the congre- |dition of things whersin the strong
gation who are unacqudinted with | would oppresa the weak evy
the doctrines of the Church of |greater extent than they do at pre-
Jesus Christ of Latterstday Saints|sent, and surély there is no need for
and who perhaps are n or less | that,

anxious tu obtain some Understand-| Then, it might be msked, if you
ing of the nature and chafacter of the | Latier-day Baints have so great a re-
work that Is m?renen ted among and | gard for law, for existing regulations
by this people. Heretofore they have | to rule and goyern society, why Is it
been dependent upon popular repgrt, | that you p. ‘exceptiona to thie
which has been, in almagt every in- | rule? Why" it that there is, at
stance, erroneous upon this subject, | least, one law that you are not wil-
for we have lween gmtli misrepre- | ling to conform to?—referring to the
sented in all the world. Thereis|law that was passed in 1862
one particular point that I wish tp | for the suppression of our system of"
direct the minds of this é‘udienm to | marriage. The reason Is this—that
reganiing the work, and’

[ wish to peint out a pﬂpular error | country as sacred, and the will of
that exists in the undefStanding of |our Heavenly Father as supreme.
many peo in reference to us.| Chat sa¢red instrument—the

There is a prevalling opinion, based | tution of this land—says that a man
cn false re Lati regarding | and woman in the practice of their
the Church that I have the honor to | religion shall not be interfered with,
be identified with, that there exist« | that Congress shall have no power
among the people called Latter to make such interfercnce as that
Saints a species of serfddm or bon: | proposed by the law to which I have
dage, or that one or mofeé men rule | made allusion. But it might be said
over the people with a high hand—a | in regard to this that it is a law
species of Jespotism, §1 wish to|nevertheless because it has passed
state here that my shal experi- | the Congress of the United States
ence fu this Church for thalf of the | and been sustained by the Supreme
time that [ have spent lin thid Jife, | Court.of the Uuited States. Never-
informs my udgment that | theless—I now speak for myself—I
such is mot the ease, that |lay it down as a proposition thatsny

o a

iJe, and the system which they have| rights cannot be a constitutional
adopted—which Jthey | understand | law if all the courts in the wotld
1 Le of divine origin—is caleulated | should decide that it is of that char.
in ils character to maké them free. [ acter. But it may be said—and it is
I'he resson why it makes them free | anid frequently—that our system of
is because that the est bondage e—tihe same system of inar
that can exist among the human |riage that obtained among the an-
jamily is the result of doing that | cients who held direct communica-
which is wrong, which| is contrary | tion with the Almighty—is not a
10 the laws of (iod and to the laws | part of religion. _But I state, so far
of righteousness that khould exist | as [ am individually concerned, that
etween man and I do not | [ hope never to get into the position
wish to say that this urch or this | when any man or class on the face
people as a whole are | entirely free [ of this earth shall ibe to me
from evil. It would b@# v wrong| what shall or shall not be my relig-
t) assert this, to doso ou‘l?'be step- | lon, for the moment that such a
plog teyond the bounds of truth and | condition is admitted, then farewell
consistency, for we are’ in a stater of | to re:iiig!ouﬁrugeitgd alttinbumm zfneacy“ 1
i d wheére imperfec-|scundin : £ -
:ﬁm?:go umw nocm-.rlly ‘:‘:llow bal, hay no basis in reality. But
Jepartures from the strict line of | it is some mes sald that our system

—

righteousness. But ther
lugra esnnected with (this Church'| ing sentiment of the country and
that is glorious, and it i
far as tﬁa laws of this Church are | in danger and wl;om professors of
onceined Lhere are who are | other religions, Then on the same
axempt from them, théy are. appli- | principle, if we were in the majority
cable to all, from ;.ho? htil:tl:'chmt: 10u]dmzms g:gll:‘t; for us to use coer.
highest position  in 3 sive

lhg humblest member therein; all | ions of others what might Le obnox-
must subseribe to them. There is, | lous to our system? 1t is a poor rule
however, an organization, an order | that will not work both ways. Bul
in this Church that Wwe nize | it seemns to me somewhat remark
and that we sustain) |This feature | able that peoplé who are living per-
extends to this beautiful principle | baps thousands of miles away from
in the Church—which js the highest this part of the couyntry should have
foria of what might.bé termed the |such powerful visual organs that
democratic principle—sthat &ll the they can gnza and see something
main measures pertalhing to this | that need’s correcting among the
work, in order to be walid in the |people called Latter-day Saints,
sight of heaven, and tabe in accord- | when there Is sufficient perhaps
ance with the strict law of this | within a radios of half a mile of
Church, must have concent of | their own dwelling places that
tho people befure it mes bind- | would require their attention in cor-
ing upon the people, whatso | recting for the rest of their lives,
over source it may emsnate. In or-| But whenever a man travels in this
der to show you that tiis is the case | country or any other we will find a
[ will refer the congregation to what | large proportion of the le who
we esteem as the law sind the testi- | are liberal in regard to this com
mony. We havesl here which | munity and who think that they
is called the Book of ! rine and | should notbe Interfared with in their
Covenants of the Church of Jesus | institutions, and instead of getting
Christ of Latter- ‘Baints, con.|up all this furore and excitement in
taining the revelationk of Jesus|reference to what is called the‘Mor-
Christ through the Prophet J mon Problem” the sensible part of
Smith, who was raised up apom: the mmﬁnll? doularly are will
by the Almighty, accotding lo our I:’g th.tth t ‘l; orn&on&’ .:hou]d Le

ith orgauize the Church of | left to the solution _

?;:m: (?Elﬂlt accerding to the will of themselves, and we assert t?l‘:t{'.o
heaven, by revelatien and com-|thehelp of We are a Re-

mandment from the Most H‘lgb;t m, g ric and show event-

& : a model
In order to show ’hmm‘g:lingw community th.g_f; would be good

Hﬁ"iﬁ g?gr. E‘hnmh;l will read a | for others in the world to pattern

1} of instructions that | after.
:l;:utr:]ml“:gm him whom wees<| There are a many ideas in

Ts teference to this people, as [ have
' . I bave
Cbm sald, that are a::n::gu =

i to
Instructions came thi that were utterly surprisec >
medium: “And all things shall be I.x; y Salats ook
ey much prayer fo F‘IW ey expected see men walk-
?iln'?ﬂfk;’you shall O | ing about with slouch hats and belts
That is & law of this Church that the | filled with weapons of destruction,

affhirs of the Church #hall be done
by common consent of the body-re-
and therefore there Is no

to help solve the “Mormon prob-|that kind can, in this country, ob-
Wworthy of the litle- of manhood. | ling under foot every principle of the
T'hey obliterate within their narrow | eonstitution of our coustry. But it
mlsemy principle that is worthy le-rltomethat there is d source
or enti to respect. 1 have no re- power that is growing up in this
spect for them whatever. Although | community that is comparatively
Iﬁo not: wish the#ilfany harm at all. | lost sight of. Thatis the youth that
bave no | for them, because | are growing up. Maoy stale that
they are too limited, too narrow, too | the youth of this communily :re
devoid of principle; In fact they can !
get along with as small an amount | some who are demoralized, and who
of prineiple as any class of meu that | have departed from the faith that
[ ever knew of in my life. 5o far as | their fathers suflered to cstablish
I am econcerned, I have not reached |and sustain. Some of Lhe latler
that condition of perfection which [ have suffered death and others have
our Savior taught and practised, T |suffered almost death time snd time
am imperfect in that reepect—when | agaln, because ot the persecution
He says you shall love yourenemies, |and o with which they
L say that [ do not have any love for | have had to contend in almost every

characters of that kind, who will go | form. But these who suppose that
in the face of facts with whieh they | the bulk of the youth of this com-

are acquainled, as well as men can | munity will not sustain this work
possibly he acquainted with -|are m en. ‘The bulk of them
thing, and wilfully, and knowingly | will, and a t many of them
misrepresent the characters of are, #nd I will say to-day, in behall
or any other people on the face of |of our youlg men, that, according
the eprth. 1 would feel the same if | to ience, having lLeen re
these animsdversions and calumnles | centiy o'k mission abrosd, general-
that are heaped upou this people | ly the m6st*successful amonz the
were heaped upon any other. There | EKlders of this Church, and the
is one individual especiully whom I | most fearless in the enunciation of
knew when he was here, at least pes- | the principles and doctrines of this
singly, who said that in Provo, a Eupel,thamoat laborious and inde-
quiet, peaceable setUement in the |fatigable labors in the cause of truth,
south, cne of the moss peaceable | have been the boys who have been
places on the top of this earth, Eu- born and reared in-ine Territory of |
haps—at least it would be If they | Utah and in the city in which we |
were all Latter-day Baints who are |now are. I have great hopes of out
there—this individual said that he | young fooplo, and I am pleased to
was under the necessily, in going to | note within the last few years the
preach in the morning or in the af-| great solicitude, the ‘anxiety that |
ternoon, or whenever he had to|has beéen manifested in regard to
ascend Lhe stand, of laying a pistol by | their welfare, that they should be
the side of the word of God—a false- | b tup in the nurture and al-
hood as plain aud direct ever as was | monition of the God of Jacol, to
spoken; for I have lived in this Ter- | shun the drunkard’s path, the path

ed, adhered to and al‘l\'u?le. There | fusion; it would bring about a con- | ritory fifteen years and have never | of the libertine, and every form of | stilutions because of the amount of

known the time when it was any | pollution and degradation,
more necessary for one of those hire-
lings who preach for mone
divine for wa and not

good of the souls of men, togo on to| idea that mén embrace the prinei-
the stand armed and equipped for|ple of jplural marriage in. order to
defence any more than it 8 for me | minister to their baser passions. 1
to do the same thing at this mo-  have spent between five and six
ment, in this building. '
But~ my brethren gsisters and
friends, that is the way false reports n acquainted, in that capacity,
are started regarding this people. | with hundreds of Elders.
And what is the reason? Oue rea- | labored and travelled with them in
son is, T presume, because of our | the nations of the earth,and I know,
success. as well as I know that [ stand here,

brings me back again te

and | an t 1 was about todraw

who has attended one of our General to the matteg to which I now
ing is filled In ev part with the | three or four years, or a5 many years
Latter-day Saints fromn the various|as may be necessary, and refrain
Plaom that we have located in this|from every

tocky Mouniain Region, when we|of the
come together to worship aceord- | refer.
ing to the dictates of our own con- |stances
science and according to that which | rule, and there is a singular
we have accepled as true. When | thing connected with this work that
we come together for that [ wish here to note.
our missionaries are called. They | have been E;ilt{ of thus viclating | ¢
are not reared in eol for the | the principles of chastity, and con-
puil:gabe. We claim to have in our nily the holy covenants they
midst the same priethood and au-

kind to which
I have known of

terizes the administrations of that |t me wilted like Lthe flower
thood. Men are called from the | wi t molsture that Las leen
plow, they are called from the car- | blighted by the heat of the sun. IL
penter’s bench, from the shoe-|wss visiblu to every eye thatsome-
maker’s bench, from the Oflice of thnzhﬂ:!hlppened that was dero-
she accounwsnt, from the merchant’s| gatory to such Individuals. It is
store and from any of the other v0- | opposed Lo “the spirit of this werk
cations of life by the authorities of tg.t.m

the Church,and when the selections | plesof purity and chastity, and 1
are made their names are called out ow this to be the case. Where
in this conference that the voice of | such instances have oceurred, what |
the people may be given by which | has been the sentiment of

thus made. The people are request- | has ever been susisined by any per

them goes up, and these men, if
they be filled with the faith of this | what has awskened " the senti.

of tlie earth at such & summons, and | shoald so smhocked In their

filment of the words of the Lord | people? What is there about this

h v d Savior wi He said, referrin le that a 80 enormously | woman at the well, that if she had
this: thatso | especislly to those whose crafts are | an vior when He b g | peop ppears o o i - ek oy e

to it as one of the signs of the last | wrong? There is peace, there is re-
days, ““And this gospel of the king- or each other, there is respect-
dom shall be preached in all (he|abllity, there is o large amount of
world for a witness and then shall| honesty and uprightuess. What is

t down in the relig- | the end come.”” ‘L hey lay aside thieir | there to shock the sensibilities of | -

business interests and go forth with- | the moet enlightened professor of
out remuneration and perform this | religion or of anybody else in the
Iabor. Their efforts are blessed, for | world at large, which is reeking
they are generally successful, and | with corruption from centre to cir-
they return afler as m-uy{‘ s as | camference. BSome le ray—
may be assigned them to' in | “What is gqing to be done in regard
the nationsof the earth in pr ing | to this question? *“The United SBtates
this gospel; they come back will | Government are going to comedown
their sheaves with joy and qinint on you and crush your institutions
to reunite themselves aga ith | or crush you.” Waell, you see, we
the main body of this Church. have got so often crushed in theory.
There is a statement in the scrip- | that we are becoming used to it. We
tures something like the fcllowing: | bave been crushed, obliterated, an
“J'o the pure all th are » | nihilated, until there was not = spot
Now there are many who attribute | left of a Latter-day Saint in theory,
the existence of our marital inatitu- | but the tieal part has not yel
tion= to a desire on the .parkef the | come. ® have no fears. Bome of
men who form this chureh to minis- | our friends m‘f"d us with solicltude,
ter to the lower instinéts and pas- | they are deeply concerned for ow
gions of their naturess I do not wellf: and think surely the
that in every instanee urch end come time, whicheve:
free.from this kind &, for | ime it might be, but we do not
erime I consider it is] but I say think so. @ have great faith In
when such is 1hé case, when & man | the Almighty. That is a good
e nters. into this holybond, whether | quality in any people, ia it not? To
it bein an!c mar: or whether ve faith in Ged. I do
it be in taking more wives a ple who
merely for the gratification_ of his - and the
he infringes upon.a Jaw of | Seriptures, 80 that, seeing we are
,of nature and of this chureh, | told that wll.%:‘t faith it §s dmpossi
for this church decides that its mem« | ble to please , in that respect at
bers shall be “pure in every respect; | least we must to eome extent,
therefore those who are governed cur Father. in heaven
impure instinets, feelings and sentl- | We have often seen the clouds
mentsare departing from the ge that have gathered arcumd s
the spirit, and the true practice thick, dark and threatening, at the

i

this ehurch, whoever thoynm darkest bour dispelled. Then wr
But this is not t,.herarpnu. ' bave seen the sun of prosperity
are purposes in the mind of Jehovah M_m its glory and in jts
in regard tothis prineciple, at leust #0 that we Lhink every
we aceept them as suth. God has | cloud that csmes will be dissi
decreed that in this day He will | in & similar wuy, and that the Gou
build up His kingdom, and we are | of beayen will not forsake a people
seeking to build it up, and as i is | whopul their truet in Him. We
sald in the Book of Mormon that :trrlﬂul in Him and slso be-
as brought forth the power of in doing the best we can our
aod-thwngh thel nentality of | selves, believing that God helps
Joseph Bmith, that if the Ld themn the. most who help them:
should desire to raise 1 to | selves. Rul seme say—*You .will
bimself ihat He s have te up what is demanded
¢hildren, otherwise they shall not|of you; will have to abolish

!
g

%:I.Ouf_s mnsi
gat:l.mmﬁm some

success, the n
embrace il are com- ‘n:

lem.” I say that such men areun-|tain without over-riding and tramp* | da

ing demoralized. There are | were not sufiered to exist within the

| bottom of my heartand and all such

the | your atlention” to, in regard to the |sions to make.

ed this system, and the only

years exclusively preaching this|ovur principles are concerned must
pel in the nations, and I have | be made by their Author, otherwise
they are null and void. Bo far as re-
I have | ligious liberty is coneerned, we claim
the snme as other people, and, in the
language of the celebrated orator
who figured in the early history of
_ I told you that the measures|and that you are listening to the ‘his country — Patrick Henry—I1
n doing so, | we regard the Constitulion of our | adopted by this Church are done by | tones of my voice, that they are, as | hope to be able to say as he said:
common consent, and any person |a rule, as pure as the augels in re- | “Give me liberty or give me death.”

[ believe that is the ruling sentiment
nsti- | Conferences when this huge build-|allude. They go abroad for one,two, | among the faithful of this Church,

wlways going to lay our necks down
form of gratification |to be trampled upon and crushed,
I now |and that we shall always be crowd-
in-| ed to the wall, I eay that I am ol
of departures from this | theopinion that they shall some-
time find out their mistake.

Those who | 2reat deal to learn.

many who have become connected
with us; that they have gone hack
bave entered into, there has been a | into the practices of the world; that
thority that existed in the ancient|departure from them of the light|ibey have become backsliders
the Latter-day Saints are a free peo | law that Infringes upon my religious | Church, and the sime power charac- | and power of the Holy Spirit, and -I;:I:mt cun{otm to the principles of
L pe

| Doctrine and Cuvrutnt-)sjin thw
en-should viclate the princi |for the regulation of His Church

There is one univer=al law in regard

this | i3 this, in thelanguage of the revela-
to endorse the selections that are|Church? Has itsustained it? If it | tion in which It is given, *He who
sinneth and re
ed to manifest whether the selec |son in authority in this Chureh, I | cast out.” If
tions meet with their wishes or no, | know not of auy instance of that |the
a show of hands is called, a forest of | kind, e shaken off and tne Church purg-
What is there so very horrible, | ed of its worthless elemente,

gospel, are ready to go to the ends| ment of the world at large that they | ureat work.

become
e i 0ae fea- | of marriage is obnoxious to the rul- | perform their God-given duty in ful- | moral susceptibilities regarding thie | principle of eterpal life ‘that Jesus

saused her never to

us go up to Zion that her sons and
ughters may be defiled.” Andli
now eay, thas leave it to the senti-
ment of the Latter-day Saints,leave
it to the prevalling in the
midst of this people, and there
would not exist in the Territory of
Utah to day an institution of the
kind which T have named. I have
seen the daywhen housea of ill fame

con fines of this Territory. Bat those
otlil:::hhl'ém are sent ﬁ:ttttl ;o us li)y
t m government have in
many Igsgnou encouraged these
evils instead of -uslalnl.ng the noble
seutiment of the people. They have
ignored and set aside local Jaws en.
acted for the suppression of these in-
iquities. I say, out on such eharac-
ters, as whether they be
Judges, wnether they be governors,
whatever position they hold,ns far as
[ am individually concerned. I have
10 hesitation in saying that I bave
not the slightest atom of respect for
such individuals, These are the
men who would bring into this com-

munity the worst species of despot-
Ism that oould exist a

people, that is, to force into and en-
courage in the midst of a commu-
nity thoss elements that are .
‘ng and corrupt. They have not the
welfare of the people at heart, and 1
utterly and totally, as sn individual,
—1 am not speaking for others, but
for m_vself—{ despise them from the

characters. But all those men who
«ustain righteousness and uphold
purity and equakrights, I say that I
feel in my heart to bless them and
to sustain them,and to respect them
us every man who takes a course of
Lhat kind should be respected.

“But will you not forego your in-

pressure tlhat may be brought
against you,” ﬁy so far as [ am
concerned th dve no conces-

I'tdo not want to be
understocd as talking for others; but

[ say we claim that God has reveal-
con-

sud 1those who suppose that we are

But we Latler-day Saints have a
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: Sometimes we
ompiain of the waywardness of

and

Then I say there is o
srovision in the law for cases of this
ind. To the law and the testimo-
ay, for God has revealed the laws,
ind they are contained in this book

Bible, and 1n the Book of Mormon,

ind for its preservation and purity.
o Lhe evil.doer in this Church,and It

teth not shall be
at law were applied
oned and u tant woulid

This, my brethren and sisters, is a
m ag revealed- il.
Mhen let us ca ale within us that

+poke ahout when he sald to the

would have
thirst, and
would have been as a walln?f w;::;
pringing up toeverlasting Mile,w
is the Spirit of the living God, given
to the faithful for their guidance.
May the Lord bless all'the House
of Turael, the dispersed of every tribe,
ind the righteous, the pure, the
holy and Lhe in every nation
ander the whole heavens, my
prayer in (he name of Jesus Christ,
n\men- . -
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