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years though it was here that the
elders of the true church of christ
first commenced successful operations
in australia it is generally known
among the older members of the church
that eldersElder johnsjohn murdock and charles
W wandell were the first latter day
saint elders to preach the falness of the
gospel to the inhabitants of eastern
australia on october 30 these
two elders landed as strangers in a
strange land in the city of sydney and
soon afterwards began their preaching
in the public parks some of the inci-
dents connected with the first move
ments of these pioneer elders are
narrated briefly in the periodical called
zions watchman published in syd-

ney australia in 1054 from which
paper the following iai culled alterafter
making the necessary arrangementsarrangements lorfor
board and lodging elders murdock and
wandell turned their attention to the
task before them that otof introducing
the gospel to the inhabitants otof sydney
on sunday afternoon nov 2 1851 aafter
the dismissal of the primitive methodist
out door meeting on the old race
course at sydney elder john murdock
with hisbis hat in his handband stepped forth
and addressed the people in a manmannerner
something like the followinglowingtol

gentlemen I1 desire to say a few
words to the people here assembled I1
have been pleased with much that has
been said on the present occasion and
being a missionary sent to preach the
gospel of jesus christ I1 would like to
have the ledge of speaking to the
people

he was then asked from whence he
came and alterafter telling that he hailed
frontfrom america some little feeling was
manifested which however soon sub-
sided having asked for a place to
preach in the primitive Met hodits
preacher mr moss enquired to what
denomination he belonged and wwasas
answered the church of lesusjesus christ of
latter day saints 0 a mormon eh
was the response and the preacher
looked rather aghast at the tactfact andr0 raptly informed elder murdock that
nehe could not let him have a place to
preach in that he himself occupied the
ground they were now standing on every
sunday and that the place belonged to
him for preaching purposes the
preacher then hastened away

alethe assembly now called for a declara-
tion of principles when elder murdock
briefly but very forcibly laid down the
first principles of the gospel explaining
also the orde the organization of the
church of christ and the nature olof the
blessingsblessing enjoyed by saints in ancient
tunestimes

liehe was listened to with considerable
attention with the exception of being
asked once or twice as to whence he re-
ceived hisbis commission and authority
among the assembly were several perper
tonssons to whom the lord had intimated
by vision or dream that something im-
portant was on hand one man hadbad
had a vision of the kingdom of god
established in the centre otof the world
continuing to increase until it overcame
the world and the spirit testified to
himbun when eldernElder murdock was speak
ining that the cause he represented was
the work of god john jonesI1 ones another
of the assembly who afterwards be
came a prominent elder in the mission
received a similar manifestation and
waaaa under the same influence

at the close oiof the address sev-
eral questions were asked such as
do you profess to be able to perform

miracles have you ever seen the sick
healed etc mr jones asked does
your church profess to receive revela-
tions suited to the present condition and
character of man elder murdock an-
swered boldly we do 11 an appoint-
ment was then made for preaching on
the race course the next sunday after-
noon

on sunday november ath elder
murdock was on the ground at the time
appointed and preached an excellent
discourse upon the principles of the
gospel and its restoration the millen-
nial reign of christ on the earth with
his saints etc elder wandell was
with him and an appointmentappointsent was
made to preach in the evening at the
old assembly room when elder Wwanan-
dell delivered a discourse on the minis-
trationstrations of angels to the prophet josethjoseph
smith at the close of the meeting the
proprietor said he should not let them
nave the room again

after this a house was rented on pitt
street were services were held evereveryy
sunday morning and evening and pub-
lic speaking on the race course every
afternoon the meetings continued for
some time to excite an increasing inter-
est and hundreds as a rule attended
the outdoorout door meetings the brethren
also applied all the means they could
muster for the printing of books and
pamphlets thus two thousand copies
of parley P Pratts Proclamation were
published and two thousand copies
of orson pratts remarkable visions
soon afterwards five hundred hymn
books and two thousand history of
the persecution of the saints were pub-
lished

in the latter part of november elder
murdock went to parramattaPar a town
lying about twelve miles inland from
sydney he went there by steamer and
returned on tootfoot down the road distrib-
uting such tracts as had already been
published

december 3rdard 1851 the first person
was baptized into the church an even-
ing meeting attended only by a few
was held and a goodly portion 0off the
holy spirit was present elder mumurdockadock
spoke with great force and power mak-
ing plain the principles of truth

0on the following day december ath
elder murdock left sydney lor mel
bourne in the colony 0of victoria about
six hundred miles south west of sydney
but he found the people generally gone
to the gold diggings and the whole
country in perfect excitement the
people were gathering in from the
neighboring cities and isles to dig gold
it being about the time that gold was
first discovered in the colony of vic-
toria elder murdock spent two days
in the city of melbourne but could find
no shelter lorfor himself and what few arti-
cles he brought with him consequently
after spending about ten days in mel-
bourne and vicinity under extreme dif-
ficultyfi he found it advisable to leave
that part of the country and return to
sydney where he arrived january fth
1852

on sunday morning january fth
1852 the day before eldereider murdocksMurdochs
ledurn from melbourne the Ssydney
branch of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints was organized consist-
ing of twelve members including two

priests one teacher and one deacon
who were ordained on the same occa
sion these first members had all been
baptized by elder wandell who had
been very engaged inspreading the truth both by spreading
the printed word and by preaching onMthe race course and other places thatcould be obtained for the purpose both
out and indoorsin doors elder murdocksmurdock
health was poor and as his lungs were
weak and his nerves trembling he foundit very difficult to preacheach out of doorsthe principal part 0ofPT his preaching Wwasasconsequently done indoorsin doors by ththisistime the elders had come to the conclu-sion that the best way to plant the gos-
pel in any city or part of australia was
to procure a home for themselves andiromfrom there go out preaching whenever
they could get an opportunity as a rule
they could get no congregations onoilweek days and only very few at nights
one otof the newly baptized families
made a home for elder murdock

in the beginning of 1852 places were
obtained for preaching at chippendale
Rush cutters bay and at kissing point
but the labors of the elders at thesthese
places were not crowned with muchsuccess about the same time the oldassembly rooms at sydney were rented
again

saturday march 1852 the first
conference otof the church in australia
was commenced it was organorganizediced withelmerjohnelderElde johnrjohn murdock as president aandndelders charles W wandell and john
jones as counselors and it was ad-
journed from time to time until the ath
of Aaprilapril following the strength of thechurch in australia at this time con-
sisted of thirty six members including
one high priest one seventy threepriests one teacher and one deacon
but during the conference two of thenewly baptized brethren were ordained
elders

the next year 1853 other elders
from zion arrived and from sydney the
work spread into the surrounding coucoun-
try

nas well as to melbourne and adadel-aide el
and many other towns in the col-onies otof victoria and south australiaajjia

from sydney also the first missionaries
went to new zealand and in due oo00courseurse
of time a monthly paper called zions
watchman was published in sydney
inin the interest of the mission thus the
work made good proprogressgressi regular an
nual and quarterly conferences were
held sevelseveralral companies of saints emi-
grated to utah and everything looked
quitequit promising in many parts of the
missionmission for a rich harvest otof souls when
the elders were called home in 1857 and
1858 on account of the utah war from
that time on the sydney branch and
other branches of the church gradually
died most of the members who did not
emigrate to zion soon became lukewarm
or lost the spirit of the gospel alto
getherether hence when the field in new

auth wales was openedreopenedre about three
years ago the elders had to break up
new ground and had a new generation
to deal with v

at present there are four elders from
zion engaged in missionary labors in
new south wales two of them elders
baker and nelson are temporarily lo10
caled at five a suburb of sydneysydne near
the parramattaPar river
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