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Keliglous serviges were held at the
Tabernacle, Halt Lake City, Sunday,
March 27tb, 1892, commencing at 2
p. m,, DPresident Joseph E, Taylor
presiding.

The choir and congregsation sang the

bymn commencing:
Our God, we ri 8o Lo Thee

] Thanks for Tlly'hleaalngs frec.

Prayer wae offored by Counselor C,
W. Peurose.

The cboir sang the bymn: _

Behold the greal Redcemer,
A breken law to satisfy.

The Priesthood of tbe Fourth Ward
officiated lu the administration of tbe
Bacrament,

ELDER WILLIAM Q. LEE,

& returued missiopary from tbe Samoan
fslande, first addressed the congrega-
tion. He eaid that three and a halt
years bad elapred sinceheand hisfellow-
missignaries lelt their mouutain home,
and since they last had the privilege of
meeting together with the Balnts in
this tabernucle. During tbat time
many changen uad taken place both ac
home and abroud. To himselt aud his
fellow-laborers 10 the Bamoan 1alands it
had been # most eventful period in
their life, and he hoped the most
profitable purtion of it, for they had
becu through a school of experience
which was acocounted very valuable,
and withh whicb they would nof part
for ajl the wealth the world could
afford.

The inhabitants ef the Bamoan
islands were, to use a term commonly
applied to the Latter-day Buajnots, 8 pe-
culiar people. They were nut 2 bad
people eiyher. Of course they had
their faults and failings [ike all
others, but they bad their virtues also,
and the Elders had Jearned by experi-
ence Lo admire their goou gualities. He
himseif had formed three impressious
concerning the Simoans. When he
first landed in Samoa he thought them
one of the best people on the fuce of the
earth, very religious and tull of derire
to prajse au rerve the Lord and keep
His commandments. His second im-
presaion waa not so pleasing, for he be-
gan to regard them as a smalf 1.atica o
bypoorites, liars, thieves, in fact, al-
most everything that was bad. 'The
third impression was that, considering
their circumstancee, surronndings, and
conditions, they would compare very
favorably with the rest of the world.

No v as to why he changed his

opinfon in this way. The B8a.
Inoans were in the hahit
of meoting logelther every night

aroupnd their firesides, singing hymns
and prayiug to Gud. He conoluded
tbat they must be a very good people

to do that day after day anu week after

woek, while on the Sablath-day, al-
roost without exception, they attend
tbeir meetings. But afterwards, in in-
tercourse with them,thesiranger found
that, Jike the American Indians, some
were addicted to thleving and lying—
that, as a rule, their morals were bad.
Indeed that was the failing of all the
Bouth Bea lelanders. But there were
thcse among them who were honest 1o
heart and desirous of doing the right,
The missionaries realized, all the time,
tbat they were paturally bright and
intelligent, more go, 1n fact, than the
world imagined; and, further, the
Elders wbo labored among them
a8 their shepberds had found
it pecessary to exerclze love

and charity to a great extent, and
when tbey did thie they were well re-
paid by seeing the operatiopns of the
Bpirit of God in their hearts.

The ways of living of the Bamoans,
their habits and customs, were entirely,
Jdifferent from ours, and it was neces-
sary, therefore, for the Eldera to pro-
ceed gradunlly, It did not do to take
ope thing from them without giving
something better in its place, e be-
lievea that was a correct principle. It
was said A n idle brain is the devl.’s
workshop,* and Idleness was the cause
of » great deal of trouble in tbu
Samoan Islands. TheSamoans had so
little to occupy their minds and turn
their gttention from things that were
not. good that, as a o©oOD8 -
quence, they were continually
jarring or quarreling among them-
selves, holding councll meetings und
talking about wars and rumors of wars,
baving pothing better to de or tailk
about. Bome wonld ask, “How is it
they are not occcupied in getting the
necegsaries of life??* Well, Samoa had
a tropical climate, everything in the
vegetable kingdom grew very easily
and rapidly, and so tbe natives bad but
little work to do in the railsing of their
products, such as their mode of living
required. The rest of their time they
spent in different ways.

The speaker referred o the erroneous
sectnrian dootrines taught among the
Samoans before the Latter-day Balnt
missionarles entered thia fleld of labor,
and eaid their general belief until the
Elders went among them was thit
(#od was a Belng without body, parte
or passions. The Ilders, of course,
taught something very different from
that. The same might be =aid as to
many pringiples promaulgated by mod-
ern Christians, because they wers not
substantiated by the Holy Scriptures,

He was pleased (0 say that the Eldera
were treated with universal kiudness
and consideration by the natives,
whether Protestant, Catholic or be.
longing to no cburch at al). Asa pes
ple they were one of the most huspit,
able on the face of the glohe. They
had often been told on the Saumnan is-
lapds that thelr labors weuld Lein
vain, as there were too many churches
there already. The invariable answer
to thie was that while the Intter part of
the statement might betrue,the Elders
had come there to stay as long as the
Lord desired, and that they iitended
to do the very best they conld in His
cause. The Lord bad aasisted tbem,
and through His blessing they had
obtained & foothold on these islands,
There were now about 200 baptized
converte, although the mission had
been organized about four years only.
Elder Let¢ touched briefly upou the
misston work in the {slapds adjacent.
He then went on to relate a conversa-
tion whioh hehad with tho British Min-
ister In Samon a short time befure hia
return home. Saidthe Minister t= him:
¢“Mr. Lee, there is one thing 1 cannot
understand goucerning you people. 1
do no$ understand how you can leave
your homes, families and (riends, and
come here to Bamoa and preach the
Gospel without any salary. Why do
you do it? Have you any npatural
reasons for objecting to receive pay-
ment; or why s i1?”* He endeavored
to explain tbe reasons to him, one of
them betng that the Lord required it at
their bands in order to prove thelr

sincerity - in their bellef; also that
tbey took genuine delight in preach-
ing the Guspel “witbout moeney and
witbout prlce,”® so thal all the world
might know tbat they were not preach-
ing for bire.

Tbhere % ere about 35,000 pativea in
Samna and between 250 and 300
foreigners. The Ilatter treated the
Eiders well, and they always received
a warm welcome from them. They
were engaged, aa a rule, in trading
among the npatives apd managing
plantations, The speaker gave a brief
but interesting soccount of the export
trade of the Bamoan Ilglands. The
Germans predominate, be said, among
the forelgn element; next came the
English, and then the Americans.
The chief articles of food amony the
patives included the cocon nut, the
bread ({ruit, the banapn, febh and
various dishes made up from’
their own products. The natives
were very cleanly in their habiia and
thelr horpitality was proverbial.

After expressing thanks to his
Heavenly Father for permitiing him-
aotf and fellow laborers tn return in
safety to their mountain home, Elder
Lee conoluaed by reciting a long plece
In the Bamoan tongue.

ELDER K. UKE,

recently returned fromn tbe Boutbern
States misslon, was next called upon,
to recount his experiences of the past
two years in that fisld of lator, which
he said bad been of a most interesting
apd pleasurable nature. The people
were very hoapitable, and jooked upon
a preacher of the Gospel io the truwv
light—nas a servaut of God, placing in
him & great deal of confidence. The
work of tbe Lord was making good
progress, and the people were paying
-far more alteution than formeriy to
the doctriner advueated by the Elders,
They realized the fact that thoss who
were among them professing to be min-
isters of the Qospel of Chrlst taught In-
correct doctrines, and that their sole
object seemed to be to get what they
could in the way of money out of them.

The people in the Southern Btates
were very poor, asa rule, and had 1o
work very bard for a livelikoud, Hence
they had but little ttine, as it were, o
devote to the Gospel, 8till, they were
quite religious in ihelr way, and the
Bible occupied a prominent place iun
svery home which the Elders visited.
Thbey had the form of godliuess, while
denying the power therenf. Four this,
however, the peop:le were not to blame,
having been previously led astray by
professing ministers of the Gospel of
Christ. But it had Leen the duty of
the Elders to lay before tbem the plan
7f ralvatlon as taught by the Liat-
ter-duy Baints, There were thou-
sande there today who would
acknowledge that the Gospel, zs taught
by the servanis of God, was true and
according to the scriptures, though
only a few, were brave and bonest
epough to come out apnd em-’
brace it. In returning home he felt
that the experience he had gained -waa
worth more to him than hil the world
beside.

ELDER H. EMERY,

alav a missionary from the Southern
States, related briefly hls experience,
which was similiar to that told by the
preceding speaker, In many places,

Lhe eaid, where at one time it would
have been almost dangerous for the



