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religiousV1 I gia services were held at the

tabernaclebernac salt lake city sunday
marchrob 21 1892 comcommencingcommencing at 2

p m president joseph E taylor
ir presidingrr the choir and congregation sang the

hymn commencing
our god we ra seee to thee
thanks for Th blessings free

prayer was offered by counselor C
W penrose

the choir sang the hymn
behold the great redeemerieredeemerdeemer
A broken law to satisfy

the priesthood of the fourth ward
officiated in the administration of the
sacrament

ELDER WILLIAM 0 LEE

a returned missionary from the samoan
islands first addressed the congrega-
tion he said that three and a halt
years had elapsed and his followfellow
missionaries left their mountainmou home
and since they last had the privilege otof
meeting together with the saints in
thisthin tabernacle during that time
many changes nad place both atac
home and abroad to himself and his
fellow laborerslaborer in the samoan islands it
had been a most eventful period in
their life and hebe hoped the most
profitable portion of it for they had
been through a school of experience
which was accounted very valuable
and with which they would not part
for all the wealth the world could
afford

the inhabitants ofef the samoan
islands were to use a term commonly
applied to theabe latter day saints a pe-
culiarculiar people they were not a bad
people either of course they had
their faults and failings like all
others but they had their virtues also
and the elders had learned by expert
ence to admire their good qualities he
himself had formed three impressionsimpress iouslous
concerning theabe when hebe
first landed in samoa he thought them
one of the best people on the face of the
earth very religious and lullfull of desire
to praise and servenerve the lord and keep
his commandments his second im-
pressionpreesion was not so pleasing for he be
sangan to regard them as a small bation ot
hypocrites liars thieves in fact al-
most everything that was bad the
third impression was that considering
their circumstances surroundings and
conditions they would compare very
favorably with the rest of the world

no as to why he changed his
opinion in this way the sa
moans were in the habit
of meeting together every night
around their fi resides singing hymnshymn
and praying to god he concluded
that they must be a very good people
to do that day after day anu week after
week wbwhileio on the sabbath day al-
most without exception they attend
their meetingsmeeting but afterwards in in-
tercoursetercourse with them thabe strangerestranger found
that like the american indians some
were addicted to thieving and lying
that as a rule their moralsmoral were bad
indeed that was the failing of all the
south sea islanders but there were
these among them who were honest in
heart and desirous of doing the right
the missionaries realrealizedizod all the time
that they were naturally bright and
intelligent more so in fact than the
world imagi tied and further the
elders who labored among them
asan their shepherds hadbad found
it necessary to exercise love

and charity to a great extent and
when they did this they were well re-
paid by seeing the operations of the
spirit of god in their hearts

the ways of living of the samoansSamoans
their habits and customs were entirely
different from ours and it was neces-
sary therefore for the elders to pro-
ceed gradually it did not do to take
one thing from them without giving
smsomethingething better in its place he be
lietea that was a correct principle it
was said an idle brain is the devils
workshop and idleness was the cause
of a great deal of trouble in the
samoan islands the aa moans bad so
little to occupy their minds and turn
their attentionlit from things that were
not good that as a coriscons
quence they were continually
jarring or quarreling amockamong them-
selves holding council meetings and
talking about warsware and rumors of wars
having nothing better to do or talk
about some would ask how is it
they are not occupied in getting the
necessaries of life well samoa had
a tropical climate everything in the
vegetable kingdom grew very easily
and rapidly and so the natives hadbad but
little work to do in the raising of their
products such as their mode of living
required the rest of their time they
spent in different ways

the speaker referred to the erroneous
sectarian doctrines taught among the
samoans before the latter day saint
missionaries entered this field of labor
and said their general belief until the
elders went among them was that
god was a being without body parts
or passions the elders of course
taught something very different arom
that the same might be said as to
many principles promulgated by mod-
ern christians because they were not
substantiated by the holy scriptures

he waswa pleased to say that the eldersE didero
were treated with universal kindness
and consideration by the natives
whether protestant catholic or be-
longing to no church at all asa peo-
ple they were one of the most hospit
able on the face of the globe they
hadbad often been told on the samoan is-
lands that their labors would be in
vain as there were too many churches
there already the invariable answer
to this was that while the tatterlatter part of
the statement might be tr elders
bad come there to stay as longlone as the
lord desired and that they i tended
to do the very bestbeat they could in his
cause the lord had assisted themhem
and through his blowingblessing they had
obtained a foothold on these islands
there were now about baptized
converts although the mission had
been organized about four years only

i elder lee touched briefly upon the
mission work in the islands adjacent
liehe then went on to relate a conversa-
tion which he had with thobritish min-
ister in samoa a short time before hisbis
return home said the minister t him

mr lee there tois one thing I1 cannot
understand concerning you people I1
do not understand how you can leave
your homes families and friends and
come here to samoa and preach the
gospel without any salary why do
you do it have you any natural
reasons for objectingobject n to receive pay-
ment or waylettwhy lettis it he endeavored
to explain the reasons to him one of
them being that the lord required it at
their hands in order to prove their

sincerity in their belief alsoalgo that
they took genuine delight in preach-
ing the gospel without money and
without price soBO that all the world
might know that they were not preach-
ing for hire

there v ere about natives in
samoa and between and
foreigners the latter treated the
elders well and they always received
a warm welcome from them they
were engagedengo ged as a rule in trading
among the natives and managing
plantations the speaker gave a brief
but interesting account of the export
trade of the samoan islands the
germans predominate be said among
the foreign element next came the
english and then the americansamericana
the chief articles of food among the
natives included the cocoa nut the
bread fruit the banana fash and
various dishes made up from
their own products the natives
were very cleanly in theft habits and
their hospitality was proverbialpro erbiabial

after expressing thanks to hisbis
heavenly father for permittingpermit tinz him-
self andanA fellow laborers to return in
safety to their mountain home elder
lee concluded by reciting a long piece
in the samoan tongue

ELDER KR UBETIRE
recently returned from the southern
states mission was next called upon
tp recount his experiences of the past
two years in that field of labor which
he said had been of a most interesting
and pleasurable nature the people
were very hospithospitableablo abd looked upon
a preacher of the gospel in the true
light as a servant of god placing in
him fta great deal of confidence the
work of the lord was making good
progress and the people were paying
far more attention than formerly to
the doctrines advocated by the elders
they realized the fact that thusa who
were among them protesting to be min-
isters of the gospel of christ taught in-
correct doctrines and that their sole
object seemed to be to get what they
coulvinco the way of money out of them

the people in the southern states
were very poor as a rule and hadbad to
work very hard for a livelihood hence
they hadbad but little time asan it were to
devote to the gospel still they were
quite religious in their way and the
bible occupied a prominent place in
every home which the elders visited
they had the form of godliness while
denying the power thereof for this
however the people were not to blame
having been previously led astray by
professing ministers of the gospel of
christ but it had been the duty of
the elderseldera to lay before them the plan

I1 of salvation as taught by the latjust
ter day saints there were thou
sands there today who would
acknowledge that the gospel as taught
by the servants of god was true and
according to the scriptures though
only a few were brave and honest
enough to come out and em-
brace it in returning home hebe felt
that the experience be had gained was
worth more to him than U the world
beside

ELDER H EMERY

also a missionary from the southern
states related briefly hisbis experience
which was si to that told by the
preceding speaker in many places
he said where at one time it would
have been almost dangerous for the


