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THE DESERET

_JUSTICE— T—O THE RAILROADS.

PBecause there are some railway

compabies Lbat are disposed to be ar-
rogant, aggressive and grasping at
times, i no Treasold why railroads inp
gener,al should not always have fair
treatment at the hnnds of the puhiie,
BSome o! the younger citier 'and more
spareely settled countles ‘do not, how-
ever, ajways observe thisline of con-
duut’ and seem to regard a rallway
corporution @rf the rallway itself as a
goose to be plucked wheuvever % o fancy
takes them that way. A case |s now on
in a {'olorado courtin whlch' the Union
Pucific, Denver & Gult Rm‘lway'com.
pany have applied for an infu ctioo to
restrain the clty government of Pueblo
from further interferiny with its
property, nnd nnrtictl;nr]y with the
bridge over the Fountain river, which
was set on fire by order of the cjty
council come dnys BgO. Allﬂrat, as
we are advlsed, tbe court hesitated to
act on account of helief that the offense
was beyond ite Jurisdiotion, but after
argumenl oD bebalf ot the rallway
gompany, the order was granted.

It seems that the hridge, which Is
very necessary for the company’s busl-
ness, WHe huilt fAfteell years ago, It
hes been declared 8 Duissnce hy the
olty council nod set oD fire, causioy
damage amounting to” 5000, and now
the cily officials threaten that the
compavy wlll pot be allowed to make
repairs., It 19 further aseerted thal a
project was on foot by whbich the clty
of Pueblo expeoted to Lhrow the ureek
jnlo an entirely new bed, altogether
on the company’s land, which would
entail a lors of over $10,000. An jn-
ianction restrnining the city pending
a bearing wns properly granted. There
are many better ways of getting satie-
factjon nnd compeiling a road Lo do
Its duty by the public than by resert-
ing to violence and destroying its

property. =N
A POET AND THE LADIES.

Blornstjerne Bjornson,’the Norwe-
glan post, novelisl nnd popular agi-
tator,is pretty well known on the other

side of the Atlantic. Inthe winter of
188081 he spent a (6w montha In this
csuntry studying American condi.
tione, polmcal,uoclul and otherwise, On
hie return to the old bome the Impres.
sion became pretty general that he was
disappointed. His triends said bhe did
pot find this Republicthe pattérn for a
commonwenlth wbich be bad ex-
pected, Others fntlmated that his
chagrin was moatly due to tbe fact
that his presence in our eountry did
not  oecasion such demcnstra.
tions as be Lhonght himeel! entltled to.
Be this as itmay, while in thia country
be certainly gave expression to senti-
ments which baves pBlrong savor of
spite,

To quote one instance: In Japu.
ary, 1881 Bjornson came to New York,
In n conversntion with Hjalmar Boye-
sen the question of New York ludies
came up and Boyesen insisted that the
average personal beauly is bigberin
thot city thap in Boston for iustance,
This gave BJornson the kKey nnte tu the
following harangue:

Beautiful? Well, now, what consti-

totes beauty? They huvesott skin, well-
cared for persora, good clothes. liul. tbe
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Im.)ul, the soul, my boy, that gazes out of
this Lransparent covoring is vain, flimsy

self-conecious, and fllled with a thousan
petty trivolities. Mere regularity
of features counts for little with

me, if there is no nobility of soul that
shimmers through. Tho American
women I have met have, with few ox-
ceptions, been of this type. They do-
mand muoch of life, bot they have no
idea that life bus something to demand of
them. They are ctever, with a sort of
flimsy, superfloial cleverness, and they
know how lo asser: themselves, and get
the most out of thelr husbands and fath-
ers, Bul they have been wosfully
spoiled. They never can get away from
their own dear, little, pretty selves; Lhey
cannot lose themselves ina greatthought,
a great ides, and learn the blessodness of
living tor something better tham vanity
and flirtation and social tittle-tattle.—
Hjaimar Hjorth Boyesen tn the Cosmopoi-
Tlan.

There is no needJ for us to rse wp in
defense of American women. In
every respect they cowpare favorably
with tbe hetter hall of uny nation on
the earth, and this fac: is so univer-
sally recognized that a few unfuvora-
ble remsrks hy an enthusiael do not
count for. muobh, But in cooneestion
with this criticiem of American
womanhood itis interesting to recall a
story that is widely clreulated in Nor-
way and whieb concerns Bfornson?®s
views pomewhat. ILjs said that the
poel, years ago, when thinking of en-
tering the sacred state of matrmony,
besitated between two youog ladies,
One wue beautiful, the envied poeses-

sor of a soft skip, regulsr features
ete,, but witbout that *‘soul,’? of
which he speaks in the Rentences
guoted mnbove, The otber wns com-l
purstively bomely but eudowed with n
bright intellect that sparkled through
ber otherwlire Dot remarkable eyes.
For some time he considered Lhe im-
portant question ae to which one to
offer hia love-sick heart. Finally, he
made up his mind—so Lhe eliry goes—
with this remark, prosaic encugh foru
poel: *I guess I will take the Heeh; I
have gol epirit enoueb myself,”

- —_— e —

NO REDUCTION.

equalizalion yesterday afternvon in
rejecting the petition of prominent

property-owners for a general reduc.
tlon io the tax uesesement, probably
caused Httle surpriee, In view of the
lega! opinions heretofore published
aguinet the county’s power to meke
such reductiov, any other course than
10 deny Llbe petition could scarcely
have been expected, The board wouliu
hardly assume to pass oD & Question of
law Io deflance of all the opinions
soligited and banded in on Lbe sutject;
vet their refusal to graut the petition
would not bave been so uffeveive jf
they hau with preater emphnsis laid
down that as 1he basis ior their nction.

AB it I8, they have wuccee ied in
arousing much indigpation 10 quarters
where they ought tn desire tuv atand
well. The teavy tax-payer {srnola
person to he desplsed by «fficlals whotre
operations yepend 10 w0 lurge an ex-
tent upon bis contributlons to the pub-
lic rupd. Hlie voice is not to be per-
emptorily and petuinntly stifled. Mak.
fug due mllowance] fur the inhorno dis-
like of tax-puying, he must still be

The action of the counly board ofl

oredited with 8 degree of intelligence

aa to the actual value of the property
upon which he is assesred. The needn
o! the county, as dwelt upon by the
county judge, may be all that were
depiotey; yel no public peeda can he
held to justify exorbitaul burdens or
extortionate vxactiong upon the indi-
vidual. Btili less entitied to wetght Is
the argument of one of the selectmen,
thut the property-owners hurt them-
seives and iojure their prospects hy
depreciating their property; but as he
alooed for his impropriety of speech
by casting a vote in favor of reduction,
he wili doubtless be forgiven.

The condition of business generally,
the gcarcily of employment and ocash,
the reductlon in wayges—all this stares
us equarely in the face. Ifthere are
pressing public demunds, there are also
pressiug private neede. Retrench-
ment is the watchword of the hour,
Those who beed it will fare the bhest.
A just sbare of tbe public burden oo
right.teeling persou wiit ohject to bear-
lng. More than that ougbht pol to be
asked—and if ssked it will be reslsted.
Tope action of the county board may
be final us fur as themyusives and the
geperal questlon are coocerned; but
the way hus heeu paved for & vast deal
of epucial work on individual cnses,
anu they bave contrived Lty make {he
upplessunt kibor of the tax-gatherer
doubly dJdisagreeable, All eyes will
now turn to the territorial buyard, and
ita acilon will be awalited with great
Interest, Bomewhere there must be
power, and certainly there ought to be
willipgness, to give a favorable reply
to the piayer of these petitioners.

TWO STRONG ARTICLES.

The August North American Review
contains a Jual arilcle ¢cn ‘‘The
Fipancisl 8ituation® by tbe comp-

troller of the currency apd the gov.
ernor of Oregon, each presenting his
persopal views and dismetrically
opporing tbe other, The ball is opened
by tbe tormer, Mr. Jumes H, Eckels,
who advocates the gold standard In
just such a way as those who know bim.
and of bim would naturally Jook for.
Heshows that the present fAnancial
depresslot i- different from aoy other
tbat was ever upon the country and
that it bae been of unprecedented
length and severity, but through it
all Lhe jeople buve mainlsined their
wonted equanimity, and he concludes
from tbhisthat‘‘no inulter bow Lad the
outlook there can he no general bank-
ruptcy and distress like Lhat of 1837,
1857 and 15873.” ‘T'here will he s great
army ready and willing Lo bhelleve
the c¢onclusion, where {t would
he Jdifficult {inthis corner ot creatlon
ut lesst) to flud many who support Lhe
rupplementary conolusiona and th
premises upon which they are based,
although it cannot be denied that the
showing is a skiliful apd Argumenta-
live one, brioging out all the famijiar
and mnny vew poin's to show why
sjlver should be *fout loose from.” He
predicts that in the end the opponents
of unconditional repeal must be heaten,
bul it seems at thie distance ag if Lhe
wriler bsd permitted his incliealion
thul way to get a little the betler of bis -
judgment,

@over. or Pennoyer Is much better
kKnoWwn (o the average render, not voly
asan official hut asa writerandepeaker.



