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WEwn have heardbeard a good many great
and important truths uttered by
those iWho have addressed us since
the commencement of this confer-
ence we have thesethesa conferences
appointed for the purpose of adjust-
ing and regulating any matters that
may arise in the several Stakesand
fonfor teaching and instructing the
people on all matters pertaining to
their welfare relative to thiathis world
aimellas wellweil as the world to come

my brethren of the twelve and
myself have been traveling around
considerably jakely among thetho peo-
ple we have visited somerome of the
most prominent stakes and attend-
ed their conferences among which
are the stakes of banSanpetepote and
cache valley two of the mostmoat
prominent of the territory in
which temples are being built we
thought we would likeilke to visit
them and beosee the condition of af-
fairs how they were progressing
whittwhat adadvancementvauvancement they were mak-
ing in these important labors and
then if they needed assistance of
any kind we could render it intel-
ligentlyli after enquiring into their
position we roundfound in both of
these places that the peoplepeaple had
been very energetic very faithfulraithfaithtalfal
diligent and liberal in thothe prosecu-
tion of tuisthib luatthat is lain build
ing temples to ohatha name of thetha
lord that they may go and ad-
minister therein and attend to the
ordinances of gods hou sefor them-
selves and receive those blessings
which god has to confer upon his
people and administer not only
for themselves the living but also
for the dead we found tnt a very
large amount of means had 1311
used in both of theae valleys in-
cluding the districts around ap-
pointed to assist thenythem in the erec-
tion of these temples and they ahreare
building up splendid edifices in
both placespisces the one in cache
valley is built of hard reckrack a epa
ciescles ofmarbiemarble that will make a
very strong wall there ieis hohowevervevergever
mixed up with it in different
places some very fine sandstone
which they have to bring from
quite a distance they have rais-
ed the walls of that temple
about niftyfifty nivefive feet and are still
persevering we found alioalao that
they werewore prosecuting their work
very assiduously in banSansanpetepete they
have beautiful sandstone there of a
light color easy to hew which will
make a beautiful structure when
completed almoas equal to ours in
salt lake city with this differ-
ence it is simply dressed outside
hence things are progressing rap-
idly which evinces a good desire
among the saints to carry out the
purposes which god has designed
and which they have engaged along
with us to perform

in visiting these places we felt a
desire to see the people that lived
in the settlements around we
made an attempt to this end before
but could not accomplish it be-
cause of the pressure of circum-
stances that required ouroui attention
in the city but this time being at
liberty we visited all the principal
settlements in sanpete and cache
valley which are quite numerous
we thought it was proper seeing
they have as good meeting houses
ahyouas you have here they have a
much larger meeting househoube in
cache valley than you have hero
and I1 think the one in ephraim
SanSinsanpetepete is larger than thisthib yet
they could neither accommodate all
the people nor getgot them together
and you could not here we could
take some of the houses in which
we have attended meetings and
put most of the people who are
heated in the bodybouy of this taber-
nacle into them if the saints
wanted to attend conference they
could not nirid room and conse-
quently wowe thought it better to

visit them at theirthelt homes
reeerbeebeesee how they were situated
feel after their spirits and let them
feel durour conversedconverconverselysek with them
preach to them and eeeeee what they
were doing

we found that in thebathesa temple
districts whilst they had been very
energetic and very genergenerousohisofis in
their feelings in contributing to thethu
work they needed some consider-
able assistance and we felt it to be
our duty to assist them out of the

generalgenergeueralfundfunkfuna of the church the
bameearmerearnerM we do in salt lakeloike cityCIVI
but afof course not tot6 the bamesameisaide eex-
tent

kz

they were working in unionanion in a
kind of united order but not of
course fixed up in that order batbut
as we are operating together in the
interests of the church and king-
domdomhofof god we deemed it quite
proper that those places should re-
ceive the necessary assistance and
we thought also that that kind of
feeling and spirit would also be
satisfactory to our brgbribrethrenthren of the
priesthood and to the saints gene-
rally throughout fhethehe territory for
we are one or ought to beunebodnebounein
our ehiefiendeavorsdeavors to build up tilethe
church and kingdom of god
having enjoyed ourselves very

in preaching undand in min-
gling among the saints in
the places where we have
visited we thought we would
come to you and da likewise not
particularly to talktaik to you because
you doubtless have enough of
preaching and perhaps a little
more than you can attend to but in
some plaesplaces the people do not have
the bamesame opportunity that you do
here in provo for we sometimes
slideelide by many settlements on the
road and it appears in some in-
stances as though they were neg-
lected we thought in coming
among you we would bring our
own carriages as we aeed to in form-
er years and go by the highway
and visit the folks at their own
homes go into the highways and
bywaysby wayaways and grytotry to meet with all the
saint for we are all one all hav-
ing been baptized into the one bap-
tism and ought to partake of the
same spirit and be governed by
thosethode glorioua principles which god
has revealed for the teaching and
exaltation of the human family
beddesbesides there areaare a great many
cincucircumstances

1mtancesanees transpiring from
time to time which render it ne-
cessary thathatt we should be conver-
santsautsant with one anothers feelings
that we should understand the
mind and will of the lord and
chutchathat wa should I1bo fprdFprop r d to apxi
erate with him in the interests of
the humanhutnan family in the establish-
ment of zion and in the building up
of the kingdom of god on the
earth I1 always take pleasure in
preaching the gospel I1 have done
a great deal of 11it and my brethren
of the twelve feel the same there
is nothing I1 take greater
lain than in proclaiming the gospel
to the nations of the earth and in
mingling among and I1reachingpreaching to
the saints of god although I1
cannot now go abroad yet I1 can
and so can my brethren of the
Ttwelvewelve associate with you for they
feel as I1 do in relation to this mat-
ter we can visit the saints at home
and talk to them on the things per-
taining to the kingdom of god

there are a great many things
associated also with thibthis kingdom
that it is proper should be present-
ed to us from time to time that
we maybemay be enabled to act and to
operate together and be one in our
fedfeelingslings religious one in our feelings

one in our feelings politi-
cal burallfur allnil these things are mixed up
and intimately connected with the
position we occupy as the saints efof
the most high god in the build
ing up of his zion here upon the
earth there are things spiritual
there are things denominated tem-
poral there are things also spoken
of as being eternal in their nature
and all these subjects in all their
various ramifications demand
more or less of our attention for
instance we are gathered together
here as a peculiar people in these
valleys of the mountains we are
gathered here because embracedwe
the gospel oiof jesus christ and be-
cause of the revealrevealinglug of that gospel
to joseph smithyandsandand because atterafter
having embraced it we partook of
its spirittandand because there was as-
sociatedsocia ted therewith the principle of
gathering we are gathered here
under peculiar circumstances but
our first object was simple obedi-
ence to the gospel there are cir-
cumstancescumstances growing out of this
over which we seem to have very
little control by being gathered
together in the position we now
occupy and composing part of this
nation there are certain political
duties that beamseam to force them
selves upon us we came here
simply on religious principles to
start with because we had faith ingodglod because we had faith in the
restorarestorationtiontiou of the everlasting gos
gel because we had falthfaith in the
gathering together of the people
because we hd faith ini the ordi-
nances of thetile gospel of the son of
god because we had faith in the
organization of thetho church and

1

kingdom of god and the
various officesses pertaining there-
unto throughout all the ramifi-
cations of the church we
came together therefore in a
church capacity but being gather-
ed logetogetherthet aaas a people we brought
our bod leswith Is we brought
ourolif soulsSOUIS if you please forforthethe
spirit and the bodbodyY we are told Is
the soul of knannaan we brought our-
selves horehere and being here we
naturally form an intregal partpatt of
the united have become
partcart of I1whathat Is termed the body
politic of the but we
could not help that and I1 do not
know that we want to help it

we becambecame 3 then organized in a
territorial capacity and part and
parcel of the government of the
united states this follows as a
natural consequence

there are a great many saints
heiehere gathered together I1 do not
know the numbers it is estimated
by some to be from to

how many there are I1 limtimam
not prepared to say no matter
however about that boutwebut we have
gathered oureourselveselves here bowkow
taenllen it is necessary we should be
under some government being
here in the united states we of
course became part of that govern-
ment and aaas a necessary conse-
quence according to the customs
and usages of this government we
were admitted as a territory un-
der these circumstances the gov-
ernment send out certain officers
for instance a governor is appoint-
ed and selected by the president of
the united states and then sanc-
tioned by the banatesenate and he re-
ceives his commisa from the
administration of the government
of the united states and hebe cornea
here as their representative then
we have US judges a secretary a
marshal and civil
to the usages that exist among
people situated as we are in the
territories of the states
thare are so many representatives
of the government who are properly
appoappointed and authorized according
tn rhatha form and usage that obtain
generally in the country and in the
administration of the affairs of this
nation we therefore combcome under
this government and are subject to
its lawslawa and receive its officers
they come among uaus which iia
very right they should do accord-
ing to the formsforma and usages that
exist in the united statesstate and it
is our duty to treat them properly
as it iais their duty to treat us prop-
erly the duty in this regard
is reciprocal we need the protec-
tion of law wherever we are or un-
der whatsoever circumstances we
may be placed and in placing our-
selves in this position we are only
doing just the same as others of our
fellow citizens similarly situated are
doing this is a matter which has
grown out of our religious ideas
our religion prompted us to come
together and beingbelog together we
have become a body of men and
being on territory belonging to the
united states it becomes necessary
that we should be subject to its
laws and usages according to the
provisions made and stipulations
entered into under its jurisdiction
and government theautheae things are
allali plain matters of fact there is
nothing extraneous or uncommon
about them further as american
citizens we have certain rights and
others have certain rightrights all men
in the united states possess certain
rights which are guaranteed to
them by its constitution again
we hayehave our legislative officers
provided for by act of congress and
passed by the general government
of the united statesstate we have our
probate courts alsa our justices of
the peace our selectmen and the
various organizations of laws per-
taining to education to public
schoschoolsolm and all things as they ex-
ist in other territoriesribsrles but not-
withstanding all this there is one
thing wherein we are very

situated which difficulty
arises from the peculiar position we
occupy in regard to our religion
there is nothing elseeiseeke that I1 know
of I1 have beenbeell in this church a
great many years and lived
in this nation a great many
years and have been a citizen
for a great many years but
there is nothing that I1 know of ex-
cepting that one thing that could
in anywise be considered objection-
able and that is in relation to our
views pertapertainingininglulng to plural marriage
there is nothing else in all our acts
that any man in anyauy jart of the
world can or would atlleattempt to find
fault with no mallman 0cmU

pujustlys aly sayeay
people have been disloyal to the

government of the united states
if they bayeay soeo they mysay something

that laIs not trutruee anand a great many
of them when they do baysay it
know they are tell ing falsehoodfalsehoods 8
we are not turbulent we do
not create any difficulty we do
not getgot up mobs we do not inter-
fere with
religiously politically or any other
way we doclo not interfere with a
man because hishia religious cewa are
not as oursoure but on the other hand
as far as we have the authority we
protect all men but there arebare
bomeborne things occasion lo10
godsod faa ailt with because of men
w ie I1ingn g to trespass upon our rights
we think this wrong contrary tota
comity good faith audand correct prin-
ciples and consequently we speak
about it and that is right we have
the right to do thatmat if any man
either in a religiouslods political or so-
cial capacity trespass upon thothe
rightsonright humanity we
have asa much rightlight to express our
feelings and to defend our rights as
any other set of men have under
the samehams circumstances aridand nonor
just man would beekseek to deprive us
of this liberty

now then so far soBO good
while we would respect all honora-
ble men and would treat them
justly and equitably we do not wawe
cannot respect these miserable men
who respect no maulamana rights who
would turn and give you evil forlor
good traduce your character and
circulate falsehoods about youyon0 and
seek to injure yoyouu we balotcannot 1look0ak
upon them as hohonorable men they
are not BOso treated among any peo-
ple especially those miserable
sneaks who would go round our
houseshomes and take advantage of
tain circumstances and become in
tormersmerb and implicate youvou in crime
under friendship all bucheuch
men lingin any country arosara despised
and would be looked upon
dreis not fit to associate with hon-
orable people therathere is no one
more contemptible than a spy hohe
Is locked upon as the scum of soci-
ety and thetho filthiest dregs of a com-
munity adyanywherewhere we do not
want to associate with such we
cannot our natural feelings revolt
at it mudaud while we respect honhouhonora-
ble

ora
men everywhere wetre gaytisbayeay to

such characters 0 my soul come
not thou into their secret unto
their assembly mine honorbonor bebe notsot
thou unituniledill thesathese are our feel
ings about such individuals

in regard to our religious matters
wherein our social zerelations are con-
cerned for these are as much reli-
gious matters with us as anything
instituted among men our mar-
riage system iiis one odtheof the greatest
principles that god ever developed
hot0 the human family whether
men believe it or not but
there are many who are not
acquainted with these things as we
are they do biotnot understand god
nor hishla revelations and they really
it it came to the point should have
nothing to bayeay against us in relareja
tion to these matters but they do
not understand it neither do they
wish to understand it because there
are a great many very corrupt men
devoid of principle and they care
not what becomes of their future ifit
they can only accomplish their pre-
sent objects

now then dithedid we seek this prin
elpie no we did not did we
ask god that we might have a
plurality of wives no we did not
was it a matter of our choice no
the same god that revealed to
joseph smith the first principles of
the gospel also revealed unto him
the doctrine of plural marriage it
was presented to us asa a doctrine to
be believed in and be governed by
could we help it what had we
to do with it it iaIs a command of
eodgod and the question 13is shall 13I1
after having embraced the gospel
of the son of god and entered into
covenant with him to observe his
laws and be governed by the reve-
lations of his wiilwill shallallail of
something that is distasteful to me
set up my will and judgment
against hisbis and say why I1
shall be despised I1 shall be hated
shall 1I because of a feeling7 of that
kind violate the laws of god no
I1 can not do it neither can you
who believe in the revelation god
gave it to his servant joseph
smith and hohe declared it unto us
now how wagwas it the first thing
that wabwaa done when it could be
done when the word of god came
to us to do it for there was a time
after this revelation was given
when we were not permitted to
teach thisthia doctrine publicly but as
soon as we were instructed to do so
Pro fOrson pratt was sent to wash-
ingtonington to publish a pa the statseatatat
of governmentgovernments and there proclaim
ououdour sentiments on plural marriage to
this nation and to the world this

mission he fulfilled publishing a
paper

i called the seer and lecturing
in a ball hired for that purpose sev-
eral times a week was there
anything underhandedunder handed about thisthib1or low or anything antagonistic tota
the interest of this nation or any
other nation it was merely
pao certain principles
pertaining to eberneternala I1 jives and
covenants that should exist
through eteeternitymity in our sexu-
al relations pertaining to our asso-
ciation in this world and the world
to come did we interfere with thethu
rights of others xo and if we had
any revelations it was not foror us tuto
oppose them but others do not
know anything about thebe thing
consequently they cannot compre-
hend our position have we done
anyanythingthing covertly notdot until we
were forced to some few years
ago I1 remember being brought be-
fore a court to give evidence in a

i case I1 was asked if I1 believed in
I1 keeping the laws of the united
states I1 answered yes I1 believe in
keeping them all but one what
one is thatthai it is the one in rela
biontotion to plurality of wives why
dont you believe in keeping that
because I1 believe it is at variance
with and spirit of our in

it IsJS a violation of the
constitution of lnethe united states
anaitand it iaIs contrary to the lawjaw of god
now thisthia Is plain you could notnod
tell your feelings much plainerpJafneraloer
thisthia was beforebebra the supreme courtcouil
of the united states affirmed thethra
constitutionality of that law well
said a man to me grareare you pre
paredared to abide the consequences

I1 everywherehere that
lais straight forward and in saying
this I1 only expressed the feelings7
of thousands of mypay brbrethrenethrea anandd
sisters well theuthen whose busi-
ness is ftif if I1 dp a hingthing andaud amFAM

prepared to abide the penaltypenally
whose business is it do I1 interfere
with the friendsfrienda or government of
tuethe united states no they have
passed a lawjaw for political effect
which is really intended asaabaas a trap
torfor us one would think that a
greatireat and magnanimousmainanimons nation of
niftyfifty millions could afford to allowallor
a few thousand people to work
a asocialsocial pioproblemblembiem without fear 0ott
contamination they do motnot un-
derhand dupweus we wish them no harmmany of them know thle but they
cannot sadea concowconiosyovyolioV cicurstancesatances and many of the members
of conCoDcongressgress who were not willing
to do anything of thisthia sort werm
crowded on by religious bigotbigotta17

that prevailed among their people
just the same as others were anteiin th e

days of setae in his day he and
hishib followers were maligned as wevieiid
arbeit hebe ever did any googoodbowdhow was
it represented give god the
praise we know that this man iais
a sinnereinner and if we do any goodgudd
somebody else must have the
liaiiastead of uau but if there is any
harm done aaas for instance the
trouble among the indians it laIs
the mormons that do it I1 sup-
pose it there areate any storms ship
wrecks wars or bloodshed in timrim
bucton among the zulus chinese
Japan sese or europeans the mor
mons will be represented arshavas hav-
ing had a hand in them what
position does thisthia place us initi do
we wish to be governed by the
lawslawe of the united states and

its institutions yes we do
but while weare doing thisthia many

infamous mennien are misrepresenting
us but there are many honorable
men who have other feelings I1
have seen many of them not only
inu this nation but other bathatnationlonsions
who possess more liberal and geakgene
rous elingsfeelingsre men of position andand
of all conditions in life and
among the honorable men odtheothe
earth I1 find there are a great many
who looktook upon us as having been
cruelly treated by those whosho ought
to be our friends wellawellweil now what
shall wowe do under hosothose circum
stanstancescesceh having paspasseded a law on
purpose to entrap iiut thy would
now complain because we do not
run right into the trap and esyeay

take us and put us in prison we
are not such big fools yet we have
very diffdifferenterent ideasidea to those if
they are ignoring principles that
god has revealed to us we cannot
help it ifit they do not believe our
statements we cannot have con-
fidence in theirstheire but one thing
we do know we are a thousand
times more virtuvirtuousouss a thousand
times more purepare in our actions
than they are in ththeiraeIrLs there is
not a country in the world todayto day
where virtue and the rights
leges honor and chastity of the
female portion of the commacommunityanity

are more strongly protected than
in thiathis Tterritory nowIN aws that laIs aaf0
fact


