oftentimes, in those early stages of the
Church, covered with a pillar ot fire, - They
were immersed in and clothéd upon with
fire, and the Hol!y Ghost entered their
hearts and they wers filled with the spirit of
prophecy, and with the gift of tongues, aud
1n process of time with the gift of visions,
and had power to heal the sick and cast out
devils in the name of Jesus Christ, to bnild
up the Kingdom of God and establishright-
eousness upon the face of the earth, so far
as they could gain influence over the hearts
of the children of men. But wherever
, these servants of the Most High weunt per-
secution followed them. There was a howl
from. the pulpit from Maine to Texas and
from one extremity of the Union to the
other, erying out against new revelation.
All the papers and periodicals of the day,
far and near, published articles against the
idea of receiving new revelation; there
seemed to be a perfect flood coming trom
all quarters of the land testifying to the sup-
posed absurdity of receiving new commu-
nication from the Almighty. By and by
persecution became so great that scores and
scores of the Saints were put todeath in Mis-
souri; and this was followed up until the
. Pmpl’:lﬂt and Patriarch of the Church were
martyred and the people driven from their
homes, their property destroyed, and every
means in the power of the enemy used to
uproot and destroy the fulaess of the gospel
and the priesthood out of the earth.
What was the matter in those days, and
wby were they so embittered against this
péople? “You have'’ said they “bLroughtus

something so strange! You pretend to
visions! You pretend to néw revelations!
You pretend that God has spoken! You

pretend that angels have come! You pre-

tend that God has revealed another record, |.

another Bible! You pretend that you have
received the priesthood and the apostle-
ship, and for these thinFa you are not wor-
thy to dwell in our midst!. You must be
persecuted from city to city, you must be
driven from your houses and lands; your
property must be confiscated and des-
wroyed, and there is mno power in this
country of ours that can protect you in those
views which you have so strangely ad-
vanced in the midst of this Christian
country.”’ - | '

Was there any polygamy in those days
among the Latter-day Baints? No; God
had not revealed and established this prac-
ticeamong them in those days; they were
not persecuted for any such thing, it was
not named; but we were persecuted be-
cause we believed in the same principles
that the aqgienr. apostles and Christians be-
lieved in. *But ty and by, after having
shed the blood of the prophets, and the
Saints had been driven from their lands
and from one cify to another, and their
property destroyed, when the wicked had

ripened themselves in iniquity, and pre-
pared themselves in a great degree for the
overwhelming juflgments of the Almighty,

and when they found that this people were
not to be put down by persecution, and
that we would continue publishing these
new tidings, far and wide, the devil took
_another turn. What was it? Said he, *I
see they cannot be put down with persecu-
tion, they go forth and the people will be-
lieve them more or less; we cannot destrov
them, and if we destroy their property and
drive them from place to place it makes no
difference, 80 I will show them that the
world can have revelation enougl,’” and he
commenced.But instead of calling wponmen
and beginning something great and good,
in aGodli
females, residing not far from where the
plates of the Book of Mormou were found,
where the people had been warned perha
longer than in any other portion of the
United States. These ladies, Misses Fox
by name, began bringing forth supernat-
ural manifestations, Others did the$ame in
a short time and they have continued until
the present day and have spread over the
whole United States and many other parts

of the world. If you go forth and make
igquiries in ratggr to these manifestations
you will find that there are several millions

of people in this country that believe in
them. What a change between now and
forty years ago! Then you could scarcely
find one in the whole Christian weorld that
would admit the probability ef new reve-
lation or supernatural manifestations; now
there are millions in the United States
alone! 4

Do these manifestations affect, for good,
those who believe inthemn? Do they cause
them to repent of their sins? Noj;they who
blaspheme the name of God almost with
every breath, and that will cheatsand take
every advantage possibla of their brethren;
they who will lie and steal and do every
species of wickedness and abominations
are the very ones that the devil works

e manner,he called upon certain {

sweetened up these things in such a way
that he has got &lmost all these manifesta-
tions under the name of science, If yon
want to see a species of devilism made
manifest, it comes out under a scientific

hraseology, unger the spacious name of |

ilectro-biology, Animal-magnetism, or
some such popular name — names that
‘have been given.to real se¢iences, which
have theirlaws, founded in nature, arenow
%Tﬂn to these supernatural manifestations,

hy Satan use these artifices? DBe-
cause the people at the present day have
become naturally scientific, or a great
many ofsthem have; and the devil thinks
ifhe can only invent a real, nice, beautiful
name, with some resemblance to a scien-
tific name, a graat many of these persons
will swallow it down, and think it all right.

Several years ago, about the. time of the
commencement of the war, Brother, Eras-
tus Snow and myself were down in New
York City. Spiritunalism. at that time,
was all the'order of the day. Almost all
those old members of the church that had
been inNauvoo and Kirtland and had aposs
tatized, had fled into New York, Philadel~
phia, St. Louis, and throughout the Eastern
cities; and in going through any of these
cities, if you heard anything about these
apostates, you would hear about them be~
ing great mediums: there was scarcely a
case but what they were spiritual medis
ums. Some of the worst kind of apostates,
—apostates who had turned away from
everything good, from every principle of
righteousness, had become great mediums.
Some of them were writing mediums; some
of them would work with a table; some
would have manifestations in one way and
some in another,

While Brother Snow and I wetre in New
York, a very learned judge, a man very
noted for his great attainments, and who
had been a judge in the City of New York,
I think his name was Edmunds, gave us
an interview. We promised to meet him
early in the eyvening. T think we stayed
until nearly twelve at night and talked
with that man. He had written a great
many works in relation to spiritualism,
and bhad lectured at New York and other
places to very large assemblies in regard
to its truth. Ye  were very glad
te have an opporiunily of hearing,
from his own mouth, something about
these supernatural manifestations, We did
not expect to gain any particular light, any
further than this,—~while traveling on a
mission abroad we wished to know how to
detect the devil on his own ground, in re-
lation to those things we had continually
to meet with, DMr, Edmunds told us about
the mediums speaking in Greek and in
Latin; about persons who had never learn-
ed to write and had never written a word
in their lives whose arms had been taken
possession of, and their writing a great
variety of writing; also about bells being
carried around the room and rung. He
also informed wus that many persons had
not only seen and heard these manifesta-
tions,butthey had actually seen the person-
ages, by whom they were made, especially
their faces, arms and hands, '

We inquired of him, if they believed in
any priesthood? Oh, no. *‘‘Do they gener-
ally believe that Jesus Christ is the Savior
of the world?” *“‘Oh no, he was a very
good man, no doubt, and wrote a good
many good precepts; he was not much

———

pened to have some precepts beyond the
age in which he lived. But this age is far
superior tp that, and consequently all those
things that Jesus and His apostles revealed
are thrown in the shade., They belonged
to a semi-barbarous age, but we have a
system and dispensation far superior to
that,”” This was the tenor of this gentle-
man’s conversation in regard to these
things. He also told about different spheres
of glory, and different orders of angels, the
latter, we were told, being personages from
different spheres. They required no priest-
hood, no authority, no ordinances, no such
thinias baptism, or organization.

When we heard these things we saw,
truly, that as the devil did manifest his
power in ancient times among the Egyp-
tians, because they had persecuted the peo-

le of God, put to death their young in-

nts, and shed innocent blood, even so,
directly in the midst of our natien, his
evil power was again manifested in stron
delusion. Having persecuted the saints o
God, and having shed the blood of His
prophets and saints and driven them
from place to place, and banished
them beyond the Rocky Mountains, think-
ing that they had certainly got rid of them,
and that they weuld perishjthere. Having
become so exceedingly wicked, we saw
that the devil was showing forth his powew

through; still the whole Christian world,
apparently, are now willing to admit new
revelation. Oh, yes! They have forgotten
how they persecuted the Latter-day Saints
~ because they believed in new revelation,

and they can now believe in revelation b
wholesale! They will not believe inrmrdya
given through the medium of the prophets;
but they are ready enough to believe ifa
wicked man who will blaspheme the name
of Jesus is the medium and is‘'made a par-
ticipant in this great power. Such char- |
acters do not need a:g organjzation from
God, they do not meed any baptism, ordi-
nanees or priesthood.

.The devil has invented wvarious names
for his manifestations in order to get the
people to swallow them down; the same as
the doctors. When they wish to adminis-

on the right hand and on the left, for their
delusion and destruction. ¢

Now let; us again speak of the apostates.
Apostates seem to be the greatest mediums
in Spiritaalism, where they have neither
order, church, nor priesthood. These apos-
tates, generally, had fallen into theidea that
Jesus, and the apostles and prophets of an-
cient tim?, were living in barbarous B%&ﬂ,
far behind the civilization of our day, but
that they were called upon to open up a won-
derful dispensation, and to reveal fight far
superior to that which had ever been re-
vealed by any prophet who ever lived on
the earth, This seems to have been the
general idea of those apostates called medi-
ums. I donot know but I am taking up
too much time, but I must now come a

You have no doubt heard an

ter some nauseous kind of medicine, the
sweoten it up a little. So the devil has

Al

| little nearer bome. ¢
d reflected

upon what is termed a very great and won-
derful “movement,”’—something that is
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better than other good men, only he hap- |

going to build up Zion in purily, taking

place in our midst. The ‘‘movement" wWas
commenced by a few individuals who had
been cut off by the pighest authority of the
Churchand Kingdomn of God, and expelied
beeause of teaching and . publishing things
contrary to the order of this Church. Now
what do you suppose is the real foundation
on which these tew individuals are work-
ing? I will tell you, and what I tell you,
1 will tell you as a person that has heard
from their own months; I would much
rather have it from their own mouths than
fromm a second-hand source. I bhave seen
Messrs, W, 8. Godbe and K, L. T, Harrison
| once since they were cut oif from the
Church. I went to see Mr. Godbe, but he
was pot at home, I was invited to take a
séat in the presence of Mr. E. L, T, Harri-
son, and heard him, for aa hour or two, re-
late his spiritual manifestations. Mr, God-
be, hearing that I had been tosee him, sent

me a letler requesting me to meet again |

with them. I met with him ina private
room, separate from any of the rest, and I
bad a long conversation with him, My
object in meeting with these gentlemen was
to see if it were possible to point out+to
them their foolishness and the foolishness
of their conduect and the course they were
taking, what it would lead to and how much
misery it would make thene ia time to
come ifthey did not repent. Idid notknow,
before going to see them, that they were
s0 fully wrapt up in spiritualism, or what
I term spiritualism,for it is a species of this
same kind of spiritualism of which I have
been speaking. They both, separately,one
on one evening, the other on another,
| related o me their supernatural manifest-
ations, commencing some fifteen months
before. They told me they had had inter-
views, by hearinga voice without seeing
any person, with Heber C. Kimball, who
taught them a great many things which,
according to my ideas, conflicted with
the instructions contained in the Doctrine
and Covenants, such as sending men on
missions, etc. The tenour of the instruc-
tions, he received on this subject tvas that
no person, when called on a mission, need
go unless he got the light of the spirit there-
on in his own heart, to tell him whether it
was right that he should go; in other
words they need not zo because of being
appointed by the voice of the priesthood or
the general Conference of the Latter-day
Saints, Now, who does mnot know, except
those who are infatuated and overcome by
false spirits, that that is directly in opposi-
tion to the Book of Doctrine and Covertants?
The Lord says there, “*Whomsoeyer you
| shall lay your hands upon and ordain and
send forth, I will be with them and bless
them; I will go before their faces and will
be on their rearward,and my spirit shall be
in their hearts.”” It is not, therefore, for
every man, when he is commanded by the
voice of the priesthood, to think that he is
to be his ewn judge whether he is to go
forth on that calling or not and still remain
in fellowship. That is not the yay of Hea-
ven, for the Lord says in the same book
that “all things,” remember this is "very
broad in its mature, ‘‘all things shall be
done by the voice of my peopleand by the
voice of my servants whom I have ap-
pointed, pertaining to the calling and
missions of the priesthood;"” and all things

ertaining to the building up of the King-
gum of God are to bedone in this way. Now
these spirits have taught them directly to
the contrary of this, They named over to
me other individuals who came to them.,
They said that Joseph Smith ecame to them;
that Peter, James and John came to them;
they alsasaid that Jesus, himself, came to
them, and that Solomon came to them,
and he was rather against the idea,
recorded in the Book ot Mormon, about
his concubines: he said he never had any
concubines, but that all his women, :f far
as he understood the subject, were wives,
This repudiates not only the Book of Mor-
mon but the scriptures also, for in the
| latter we are told that he seven hun-
dred wives and three hundred concubines,
The Book of Mormon does not number the
concubines and wives that he had; but the
record, contained there, seemed to touch
the feelings of the old %entlmpan, and he
| desired to get out of it and to ex-

plain the matter. He said the things con-

tained in the Beok of Mormon and serip-
| tures were not to be received juss as the
were spoken, and that he felt himself
justified in contradicting that saying of
Jacob in the Book of Mormon. So muchl
for Solomon'’s visit. :

They also said that James in connection
with Peter and John gave them many in-
structions, which Mr. Godbe read to me;
he also read to me, many instructions pur-

orting to have come from Heber C. Kim-

alll and Joseph Smith, and he
told me there wasa
they did not let me see.

Probably L was

| These statements were made to me in the
most perfect plainness. I told them, “Ido
not believe in the truthfulness of your
manifestations. I believe you have had
| manifestations, just as Jynrn say, but, I do
not believe that Peter, James, John, Selo-
mon, Joseph Smith, Heber Kimball or
Jesus has been to you. I do not believe
one of them has been to you, it is the devil,

| just thesame as he has manifested himself
in the world.”” *“Oh,” said they, “here is
| the difference between us and them: we
believe in the priesthood; we believe in
plurality of wives; we believe in the order
of the church” and so on. Said I, “‘don’t
ou know that the devil would be very
oolish, if he wished to lead astray men
who had been in this ehurch, who had been

| personages cauln
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:
taught for years to believe the prineciple:
vou believe in, if he should undertake to
lead them astray by telling them there wi_
no truth in all these things? The dev
can adapt himself to the belief of any per-
son, If you believed i plurality he would
make you thii.k it was all right, If he
could get vou t swallow down one or two
great lies that would effect your destruc-
tion, and which you would preach and
destroy many others, he would not mind
how many trutas you might believe, He
would be willing that you should believe a
great (many things absolutely trueif he
could ‘only deceive you and lead you astray
and get yvou to rejeet some of the funda-
mental prineiples of your salvation, and
the salvation of the people.” - “But O,”
said they, ““aow happv we feel! We do
not feel any - nimosity to any one; no anger
in our bosonis. "We love the President and
his council; we love the Twelve and thé
whole church."”

“Now," suil I, *supposing, for argu-
ment’s sake, That vou really believe these
nianifestatios « were from God, but that the
themselves Peter, James
John, Joseph, Jesus, Heber. C. Kimbal!
ware not those personages at all, so long as
yvour faith was fixed that they were what
they represented themselves _to be, what
would be your feelings abohit it? You
vwould die for it, just the same- as the pa-
gans will do for their idol worship; just the
sime as thousands have done among the
false sects of Christendom in ages  past.
Thev were sincere, they had joy in their
works, but by and by, as the Book of Mor-
mon save ‘theend comes and they arehewn
down and cast into the fire,” ”’

So these men bhave joy in their works;
they are as happy as happy can be, appar-
ently, because they believe in these simﬁla,
foolish, vain, false spirits that have taken
advantage of them to lead them astray.
Said I, ‘“‘The true reason that I do not be-
lieve in any of your manifestations is, that
your ‘manifesto,” that you have published
and sent forth among the pe:::?le contains
things so absolutely in opposition to the
Book of Doctrire and Covenantsthat Tknow
no gooG angel or spiril ever revealed thém
to you,”” Mr. Godbe wanted to know in
what respects. I pointed out a number of
things, where they come out in opposition
to that book. In order to get around this
rhe told me that the spirits had manifested
that it, (the Book of Doetrine and Cove-
nants) was cot to be relied upon in the full-
est sense of the word, in our present state of
light and knowledge; that thoss revelations
and commandments were given in our
weakness; ‘Dut that God had greater light
to give to us now, hence we must aot take
them exactly as they are, |

I referred to the Book of Doeotrine and
Covenants, in oppbsition o their ‘“‘mani-
festo’” to showhow the Lord and His priest-
hood were to govern and control in tem-
poral as well as in spiritual things; “butd

&*

said I,;*'yourspirits teach that they must
only teach the spiritual things, and have
no business to assume contrél in temporal
concerns, but let every man follow the
bent of his own mind.” *‘“This,”’ said I,
‘*proves to me that your spirits never came
from God.” I was verf gentle with them;
did not express myself harshlv, but ina
plainand pointed manner,

I have taken up this subject, of false and
true spiritual manifestations and laid it
before this congregation on the spur of
the moment. I inquired of Brother Brig-
ham, as I came on to the stand, on what
subject I should speak, and he said, ®every
spirit that confesses that Jesus is the Christ,
is of God, and every spirit that does not
confess this is not of God.” The nature of

not strong enough in the faith to see it. |

these spirits, in their manifdstations, is to
lessen the power and authority of the great
Redeemer, as our God and the Lord of this
creation. You go among the Spiritualists
abroad and you can scarcely find one in-
dividual that will acknowledge the power,
Flnry and greatness ofour Redeemer. 8o
tis with those who manifest themselves
here., They dare not come out all at once;
but,as I told them, “you are so infatuated,
80 led astray by these false manifestations
and you believe them so firmly, I see no
ible hope for your recovery, until per-
ps at some fature ;time the revelations
that you will get may be so absurd as to
s r your own faith; then you may go
imto infidelity.”

I expect this. I find that this is the case
with th manifestations abroad. The
medinms will work at them for aseason, but
they find so many absurdities and contra-
dictions, that they finally relinquish them,
tud turn to infidelity, and say, *‘there is
truth in anything.”

Pardon me for speaking so plain. I did

essrs. Harrison

nof pledge myself when
and Godbe spoke to me about their mani-

great deal more that | festations that I would hold my peace. I

told them I had spoken wery E::intadly
against their principles, and I intended to
do so in the tature, believing, with all my
heart, and knowing thatthey were not from

Heaven. |

- Did they see any of these personages?
Both of them say they saw none of them;
it was merely a voice that they heard.
They pretended to have seen a light when
Jesus came; after He had talked a little

while they say they saw a little light, hut

Do personage.
ngw very different were the manifesta-

tions I have laid befere you, when Jesus

ministered to Joseph Smith, and when the

angels came to him! He not only heard

their voices but saw their personsand their

ow they were dressed; and 2

m

lory, an
%ury{napﬂgdm build up the kin
God and bring forth the records ofthe Book



