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one of the premises from which the

statistician argues may be true yet
the conclusion isia an absurdity one
might just soas well argue that because
the mean temperature in a given
locality is18 in march 40 degrees in
april 6050 degrees and in may 60 de-
grees

de-
crees therefore in january it must

have been 20 degrees and in december
it will be ISO degrees above zero and
yet much of this kindbind of reasoning is
on important questions passed off as

THE FIRST GUN

editor news tae granite paper mill
should be rebuiltre built for reasons too numer-
ous to mention if a bonus is necessary
to induce the company to build I1 hereby
subscribe v50 to the same

J TAYLOR

that is a8 good starter and if those

who take a similar view of the case

and are able will stopstep to the front in
like manmannernor the paper mill will not

amid its ashes the listlonglone 81slumberu in her
being thus informally opened the
abing to be done now is to make it
formal audand then let it grow as fast as
possible we have none too many
enterprises of that kind in
our midst and would rather encourage

their erection by popular subscription

than nonott have them at all more par-
ticularlyticul arly when as in the case

which all are concerned0offitit is a lossin
and a few comparatively poor men

havebave beebeenin the principal sufsufferersforem in a
financial sense they can not rebuild
the mill alone and it ought to be a
pleasant duty to all who can aford it
0 aid thethemin who comes next

NO gerrymander

when FIelbridgebridge gerry conceived

the idea of so80 arranging communities

in voting districts as to give the great

ost possible benefits to the party doing

it while preserving the semblance of

fairness and equal representation he

little thought he was creating a legacy
for posterity towndown perhaps to the end
of time there is some excuse to be

found for him in that the country
then had but just emerged from brit-
ish control budand the parties were more
nearly american and anti americanamerican
than they have since been and it was
necessary at times perhaps to make
secure gyby strategy what had been
gained by the force of arms and the
sibedding of blood

it is altogether different nonoww has
been different for a century nearly
yet the seed planted by gerry and
which grew up and served its purpose
bad acquired an existence and like
the canadian thistle it was able
thereafter to grow and spread without
assistance it now pervades every de-
partmentpart ment of our political system high
and low it is only necessary that a
vartyparty have me control in any
tateagte or part thereof to set it at work

gerrymandering to perpetuate its
power whether the people want
ft or not to this end
districts divisions and precincts
are sometimes thrown together in the

irregularsirregular inconvenient and
grotesque fashion some of them re

demblingsem bling when mapped a whiplash
othersother a river bottom after the subsi-
dence of a freshet others still a calf
pasture with numerous outlets and
few if any possessing the symmetry
and compactness which the founders
contemplated and which ought to be
required by the charter itself it is
everything for the party of the first
part every consideration for the state
or community being secondary and
incidental

this kind of thing has become so
nearly the rule that the people have
almost entirely ceased to oppose it
although its plain and unmistakable
tendency Is to circumvent itif not to corncom
plemely baffle the popular will in places
but the recognition which the sys-
tem has obtained does not make it ouecue
whit the less mischievous or vicious
this is particularly so in cities or
crowded commonwealths where every-
body is in touch to some extent with
everybody else a d where something
like comity and business principles
should prevail it is a hadbad citizen that
tries to accomplish the unjustified dis-
comfiture of a neighbor or to take a
mean advantage of him and in a city
while we may properly enough conflict
as partisans there is no call for theparty holding the reinsrains to seek to 0ob-
literate

b
the representation of those who

worked and voted against it
the NEWS does not charge our city

council with the social crunecrime of sup-
pressing representation in this munici-
pality or with the intention of doing so
because th ere is no evidence except
what is circumstantial to that effect
we do sayany however that the record so
far made by lae solons is far from as-
suring that there has been too much of
a tendency to do things on a strict par-
tisan basisbasic that there is a great array
of precedents which they could point
to in support of such a proceeding
and that with all thesetheme taken into con-
sideration and the opportunity
they have of doing the thing men-
tioned and at the same time taking
shelter behind the presently unequal
and irregular i opucopulationlation otof the pre-
cincts iti would not be altogether a
careless charge if made still e

to believe that no such thing will
be attempted

NATIONAL SCANDALS

france should be pretty well purged
of her great scandal by this time
certainly she has not soughtbought by devi-
ous methodsmethode or at all to modify the
shame which she undoubtedly felt in
the presence of the nations nor to
screen the actors in the rascally bust-
ness

busi-
ness the appeal taken by Clicharles de
lesseps M barbut andaad M blondin
did them no good whatever unless
postponing the operation of their sen-
tences for the time being can be so
considered foror the judgment of the
trial court was affirmed that of the six
other participants being reversed

there is still however as shown by
an eastern much left
undone in that connection that it
thinks should have been looked after
for instance the deputies to the num-
ber of who were bribed are un-
touched floquet
and de freycinet accused of com-
plicity with the panama directors in

using panama money for political
purposes and in other waysway 8 have re-
signed their respective portfolios but
have not been brought to trial arton
the agent employed in bribing the dode-
puties was sufferedbuttered to escape and has
not been found the deputies who
were corrupted still retain their seato
and vote solidly for the government in
the hope of retaining it in power until
the next general election which takestaken
place some months hence by which
time with the close of the trials it tois
thought that the excitement over
panama will have subsided we can
see no good reason why it should not
subside the nation has gone about
as far as practicable in the matter it
would be an exceedingly difficult if
not impossible task to follow up and
prosecute every person connected with
the panama job and after making full
exposures of all and prosecutions of
the ringleadersring leaders to go further in that
direction would seem to be vindictive
ness as well as a wanton waste of the
peoplespeople99 money and public officofficerserst
time

our temporaryoo however refuses
to be comforted aitoitit has been dem-
onstrated it say that over two
millions of francs were distributed
among the deputies and the paris and
provincial newspapers for their concur
renoerence in and support of the lottery bill
the journals so subsidized number
some hundreds those supporting
the government receiving three
hundred thousand francs of panama
money during the excite
ment as secret service money besides
the vast amount paid to opposition
journals by the agents of the panama
directors in the shapahapa of costly adver-
tising for the influence of their editorial
columns these journals steeped them-
selves in corruption but alleging thathat
their transactions with panama were
simply matters of bubusinessainess have never
ceased to denounce the government
for consenting to the panama trials
which it certainly did mostmoist reluctant-
ly and have sought in every way to
minimize the result the attacks on
it nevertheless have been incessant
and in every way the panama directors
have been defended for their actsacte 22

except for the innuendo contained in
the foregoing lines there can be no suc-
cessful denial of them the directors
were defend edof course it would have
been a very uncivilized performance itif
they had not been there must be a
defense as well as a prosecution in
order to have a fair trial it tois ad-
mitted that their principal if not their
only guilt was an ardent faith in the
ultimate success of the work they had
undertaken sodand too generous a weak-
ness in submitting to the crowd of
blackmailers that surrounded and
strangled them very well the import-
ant element of interest to defraud is thus
weakened if not destroyed and it tois a
very indifferent sort of offense in
which that element is not conspicuous
when we chiok of our own national
scanscandalsdaN or some of them the credit
Mo bilier the pacific mail subsidy and
the star route matter for instance
and compare the prompt energetic and
determined manner which character-
ized the procedure of our early ally
with our puny and halfheartedhalf hearted ef-
forts it does seem as though the lessjew
we said on the subject the better off we
would be


