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One of the premises from which the
statistician argves may be true; yet
the conclusion i= an absurdity. One
might juﬂt as well argue Fhllt be_cpuse
the ioean temperature in a given
Jocality 18 in March 40 degrees, in
April 50 degrees and in May 80 de-
grees therefore in January it muet
hgve'been 20 degrees and in December
it will be 130 degrees above zero. And
yet, much of this kind of reasoning is,
oo important questions, passed off ag

science.
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THE FIRST GUN.

News:—Tne Granite Paper Mill

be re-built for raasons oo DumMer-
gtl]zgl:!)dmgntiou. If a bonus is negessary
to Induce the company to build,I heroby

to the same,
subscribe $50 GEORGE J. TAYLOR,

Editor

That 18 8 good starter, and it those
who take 3 similar view of the case
and are able will etep to the front in
llke manner, the paper mill will not

per amid its ashe:. The list
{;:a[i)g;luﬁua informaily opened, the
thing to be done now ig to make it
formal and then lot it grow ae fast as
possible. We have pone (00 many
enterprises of that Eind in
our midst, and would rather eucouraze
thelr erection by popalar subscription
than not bhave them atall, more par-
tioularly when, ae in the onse ppukeu
of it is & lossin which all are concerned
and a few comparatively poor men
have been the principal sufferers in a
financial senere. They can not rebuild
the mill alone, and it cughttobea
leasant duty to all who cap afterd it
o »ld them. Who comus nexi?
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NO GERRYMANDER.

When Elbridge Gerry conceived
the idea of so arranging commuuities
in voting dJistricts as to give the great-
est possible bepeflts to the party doing
it whiie presérvlng the semblance of
fairness apd equal representation, he

1ittle thought be was creating a legacy
for posterity Jown perhaps lo I'.h? end
of time. There I8 some &xcuse io be
found for him, in that the country
then had but just emerged from Brit-
f{eh control snd the purues_wure more
pearly American and anti-American
than they bave since been, and it was
pecessary at times, perhaps, to make
secure by strategy what head been
gained by the torce of arms and the
shedding of blood,

It is altogether different now—has
peen dJifferent for a ceatury npearly.
Yet the seed planted by Gerry and
which grew up and served its purpose,
had acquired an exietence and, like
the Canadlan thistle, 1 was able
thereafter to grow and spread without
aspistance. It now pervades every de:
pariment of our political system, high
snd low, Itis only necessary that a
party have supn me contrvl in &ny
atate or part thereof to pet it at work
gerrymandering to perpetuate iis
power, whether the people want
it or not, To this end,
districte, divisions and preciucts
are sometlmes thrown together in the
most irregular, lnconvenient and
grotesque fashion—some of them re.

sembling, when mapped, a whiplash,
others a river bottom after the subsl-
dence of a freshet, others stlil s oalf
pasture with numerous outlete, and
few if any possesging the symmetry
and compactness which the founders
contempiated, and which ought to be
required by the churter itself. It Is
everything for the party of the first
part. every consideration ror the efate
or community being secondary .and
incidental.

This kind of thing has hecome su
nearly the rule that the puwople have
almost entirely ceased to oppose it,
although iis plain and unmistakable
tendenoy is to eircumvent if not tu com
pletely baffie the popular will in places,
But the recegnitlyn® which the sys-
tem has obtained does not make it nue
whit the lees mlschievous or vicious,
This is particularly ec in ocities or
orowded commonweslths where every-
body is in toucb tosomeexteni with
everybody else a d where something
like comity and business principles
should prevail. It is a bad citizen that
tries to accomplish the upjustified die-
comfiture of a neighbvor or to take a
mean advantage of him, and in a city,
while we may properly enough conflic
a8 partisans, there is no call for the
party holding the reins to seek to ob:
literate the representation of those who
worked and voted agrinst it.

The NEws does not clarge our City
Qouncil with the social crime of sup-
Pressing representationin this munici-
pality or with the intention uf dolng so,
e¢cause there Is no evidence except
what ia circumatantial tg that effeot.
Wedo say, however, that the record so
far made by the sclons is far from as-
suring; that there has been too muoch of
| & tendency tu o things on & strict par-

tisan basie; that there is agreat array
| of precedents whien they could point
totn support of such a proceeding;
aud that with all theps taken into con-
sideration and the ¢pportunity which
they have of Jdoing the thing meu-
tioned and at the same time taking
shelter behind the presently unequal
and irregulur jopulation ot the pre-
cipcts, U would not be aitogether a
careless charge If made. 8till, -~ e per-
fer to believe that nosuch thing will
be atlempted.

NATIONAL SCANDALS.

France should be pretty well purged
of her great scandal by this time,
Certainly sbe bas not sought by devi-
ous methods or at all to modify the
shame which she andoubtedly felt in
the presence of the pations, nor to
ecreen the actors in the rasscally busis

pess. The appeal iaken by Charjes de
Lesseps, M. Baihut and M. Blondin
did them no geod whatever, unless
postponing the operation of their pen-
tences for the time being can be so
considered, for the judgment of the
trinl court was affirmed, that of the slx
uvther participants being reversed.
There is still, however, ns shown by
ap eastern cotemporary, much left
updone in that counection that ft
thinks shouid have been looked a:ter,
For instance the deputies to the num-~
ber of 104, who were bribed, are un-
touched; Messrs, Fioguet, Rouvier
and De Freycipet, accused of com-
plicity with the Panama directars in

using Panams money for political
purposes and in other whaye, have re-
signed their respective portfolios, but
have not been brought to trial, Arton,
the-agent employed in bribing the de~
puties, was suftered to escape and bas
not been found. The deputies who
were corrupted still retain thelr seats
and vote solidly for the government in
the hope of retalning il in power untll

‘the next generalelection, which takes

place some months hence, by which
time, with the closeof the trials, it is
thought that the eXcitement over
Papama will bave subsided. We can
see no good resson why it should not
subsije. The nation has gone about
as far a8 practicable in the matier. It
would be an exceedingly difficult If
Dot impossible task to follow up and
prosecute every person connected with
the Panama job; and after making full
exposures ot all sud prosecutions of
the ringleaders, to go further in that
direction would seem to be vindigtive-
pese as well 8 3 wanton waste of the
people’s money and public officers?
time.

Qur cotem porary, bowever, refuses
to be comforted. °*'It has been dem-
onstrated,’® if eays, ‘“‘that over two
milijons of francs were distributed
among the deputies and the Paria and
provincial newapapers for their concur-
rence in and suppori of the lottery bill.
The journals Bo subsidized number
gome hundreds, those supporting
the government receivinu three
bundred thousand francs of Panama
money durlng the Buliangist exolte-
ment as gecret service money, besides
tbe vast amount pald to opposltion
journals by the agents of the Panama
Jdirectors in the shape of costly adver-
tising for the influence of their editorial
columps, These journals steeped therm-
selves in corruption, but, alleging that
their transactions with Panama were
simply matters of business, huve never
cenped to denounce the government
for consenting to the Papama trials—
which It certainly did most reluctant.
ly—and have souzht In every way to
minimize the result. The attacks on
it, nevertheless, have been incessant,
and inevery way thé Pavama directors
have heen defended for their acta.*?

Except for the Inuendo contained in
the foregoing !lnes there can be no suc-
cessful denial of them, Thne directors *
were defended,of course; it would have
been a very unoivilized perfermgance if
tbey had not been. There must be a
defense as well as a prosecution. io
order 10 have a fair tria), It s ad-
mitted that toeir prineipalif not thelr
only guiit was an ardent taith in the
ultimate success of the work they had
undertaken and too generous a wenk-
pesa in submitting to the “crowd of
blackmailers that surrounded and
strangled them.’® Very welljthe linport-
ant element of interest todefraud isthun
weakened if not destroyed, anud itls a
very indifferent sort of offense in
which that element is Dot consplcuous,
When we think of our own Datlonal
scaudals, or some of them—the Credit
Mobilier, the Paocific Mail subsldy and
the Btar Route matter, for inetance—
and gompare the prompt, enervetic and
determined manper which character-.
ized the procedure of our esrly ally
with our puny aud half-hearted ef-
forts, it does seem a8 though the lesa
we said on the subject the better oft we
wonld he.



