all fullof precious sea shiells. Around
the neck hang charms and coing,
around the ankies are silver, brace-
lets adorned each with a dozen mini-
unture sleigh-bells of silver which
tinkle sweetly as they spring
about.

The Arabianns ave fapaticsaboveall
Mahommedans; and why not? Mec-
cn'is the city of Rahbna (onur Lord).
Here at sunrise (God descends and
dwells untii sunset, to return again
on the morrow; and it is the city
of the “best>’ prophet. At Medi-
na Fatma is buried; at Jedds,
Father Adam. Then it is Lhe He-
jnz—the pilgrim land. At times it
would be more proper to call that
hypocrisy which seems fanaticism.
Ope day I gavea piigrim food; we
ate and drank together; an hour
Inter, in my hearing, this same man

fell upon a co-religionist who had
just rtaken a drink of water and
said: ““Art thou of Islam and

urinkest by daylight during Ram-
adan? (the wonth of fastiug, when
they eat by night only). have
spveral times been upbraided for
eating. A gentleman said to me
oot later than yesterday: < Thou
dog! Kuowest not thou it is rob-
hery not to ‘‘fasl?? 1 answered
bim, apnd he retorted: “Never
mind Turkey or (lonstantinople;
they are in the hands of dogs—
filthy Christinne; but this is the
Hejaz.>> And he threw to the
ground what T bad In oy hands,
telling me to go hence and eat.
I said, ‘Where—in the sea?” “No,
go into that den’*—(the saloont). i
asked, “Ts it better for metodrink
strong drink pow than to eat? He
spaf on the ground, stamped his foot
and swore: “By the begrd of our
God these Christians are cunning!
Never can we hinder theiv doings
or oatch them in their words.
Wretches! Dogs! Phew! But God
hielps, and whet is “written 18 writ
ten.>’ waid he. Agr to me, house-
less, where could I goand eat but
on the streel? However, they are a
good people in w.any res(pects.
LU L

JEDDA, Arabia, May 16, 1890,
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THE MEXICAN COLONIES.

Through the columns of the
NEws woeuld Jike to explain
the condition of thingsin our ¢ lo-
nies here in Mexico. [ receive so
many letters of inquiry that it is an
impossibility to answer them all.

1’eople journeying to this country,
whether by rail or wagon, shoul
come to Deming, Grant County,
New DBblexico. From this place
thirty miles south is the Mexican
line, ihence sixty miles farther
south our first colony, called Diaz,
in honor of i'resident Diaz. It is
situated pear the Casas Grandes |
River (now dry). anpd four miles
oorsh of the Mexican town of La
Ascension. The valley o which we
ure located is sixty miles long and
twenty wide. The ciimate is very
even and nhealthy. The altitude is
abiout 5,000 feet above thesea. Ltisa
splendid grazing country for stock
and grass is abundant. Stock winter
and o well the year round. Snow

s rarely seen. The land on both
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sides of the river is very fertile, and
all kinds of grain can be raised In
abundance. Welle can be had from
eight to sixteon feet deep anywhere
in the valley, and these furoish
plenty of good water, found in white
sand and gravel.

Oue drawback is the seargity of
titmber, but our endeavors so far
prove that this difficulty can be
easlly overconie, for wood will grow
rapidly here, az the season for the
growth of trees isten months, inatead
of aix with you in the north.

There are two sawmilis in the
countrv, one seventy the other 100
miles distant. Lumber can  be
bought delivered here for $30 per
thousand feet. We have to go
thirty to forty miies for large timber
and cedar posts. Cottonwood and
willow ran be obtainel ino the val-
loy. :

Land can be purchased from $1 to
$5 per acre, in small or large lots,
even to 100,000 acres. Water rights
can be bought irom the Mexicans
for $60 eachh which will irrigate fif
teen acres of land.

Diaz Ward is nearly in the centre
of this valley, and contsios 500 in-
habitants, fully organized as a Ward,
W. Derty Johnson, Jr.; is Bishop.
The town is laid off with six rod
streets. The blocks are tweuoty-
seven rods syuare, divided into four
lots each. We have a good school
house 20x60 fert.  With the excep-
tion of the shott vacation we have a
oo school during the whole year;
algo a well-atteuded Sunday School.
There are likewise meetings of the
R lief Bociety, Y. M. and Y. L., M.
I. Associations and Primary. The
last named gave a fair recently
wlhich showed much patience, in-
genuity and ability among the little
folks.

During the years we have
been on the town piot we have
planted out 2000 shade trees, 15,000
fruit trees, 5000 vines, and muany
ornamental shrubs and flowers, all
of which are doing well.

This ig an excelient fruit country.
All kinds except fropieal fruits do
well. Vegetables cam  be easily
raised, water melons being the
finest we have ever seen. Among
the natives the staple articles are
maize, ¢hile y frijoles (corn, red
pepper and beans.} At or near har-
vest time corn can be bought for
4¢ per Ib, wheat §c and beans 13c.

Buildings here nre entirely of
adobe, although we have now atrial
brick kiln under coustruction. Lime
ig worth 50c per bushel. Building
mnaterial is easily obtained, as Mexi-
can labor is cheap.

This being a good stock country,
cattle are very cheap. Beef, choic-
eat cuts, sells retail at 4 cents per
pound.

Bixty-five miles farther south ia
our second colony, called Juarez,
gituated on a fork of the Casas
Grande River, in a parrow walley
three - fourtha  of a mile wide.
This also 8 a fully organ-
ized and prosperous ward, with
Qeorge W. Heevy as Bishop.
It contains 300 inhabitants. The
alréets and blocke are laid cut sim-
ilnr to Diaz. Herethey have plenty
of water, but not Iaud sufficient.
There ate fine orchards and gar-
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dens, and plenty of timber is locatesd
in the mountains. The grazing fa-
cilities are not so good us at Diaz.
As branches of the ward, the smnll
settlements of Pachecoand Clorrales
are about thirty miles farther in the
mountaing in a 8 W. .Jirection,
where about one hundred of our
people are located,and another small
acttlement pear the Mexican town
of Casas Grandes is called Francls-
c¢o. This has seveuty five inhabit-
ants. The last three named places

jare organized with presiding Elder

and Teachers. We own two grist
mills—one at Juarez, the other at
Cagsas Grandes, a steam saw mil]
twenty-five miles from Juarez, with
shingle, lath, planiog and moulding
attachments.

The duty on all imported articles
is generally very high, though fer
those who colonize under the Mex-
ican Colonization and Agricultural
Company {of which Apostie Moses
Thatcher is president and A. F.
Macdonald manager) they are pre-
vileged to bring in many things free
of Juty. A list of these was pub-
lished in the NEws some time ago,
and directions were given how to
obtain these concessions.

All that is required fo obtain land
in the above named places s o

rocure a recommend of good stand-
ng as a faithful Latter-day Saint
from the Bishop. .

Persons wishing to purchase lands
outside of colonies, either for in-
dividual farms or ranches, can do so
by applying to the undersigned, as
we have in charge several large
tracts of good land, suitable for
grazing and agriculture.

This, like all uew countries, has
many obatacles to overcome; but it
is n good pince for Latter-day
Haints.

Aeg far ng the Mexicans are con-
cerned we are entirely isslated and
Ly ourselves, as we are not preach-
ing to nor trying to convert them,
but rather let our actions speak for
us. The best of feeling exists Le-
tween us and the Mexican officials
and people.

Haviog no outside Influence
among us, there Is in our settle-
ments a unity of feeling nnd broth.
erly kindpess not to be found in
many places occupied by the Saints.
The pleasant associations and peace
we enjoy reminds one of Utah thir-
Ly years ago. Heunce the people are
happy and content.

ast year we hud a taste of fruit
of pur own growing, and thls year
we will have some—sugh as grapes,
peaches, apples and small fruits.
The next year we will have plenty
and to epare, and in two years time
we shall be able to furdilsh to our
neighbors, To do this we expect to
start « fruit eanning factory.

Afthough we have had two up.
usually dry seasons in succession,
yet our c¢rops and gardens look well,

To those desiring to locate in this
country, [ would suggest that they
come and see before moving, jour-
neying by rail to Deming. Home of
our prople are there most of the
time, and chances can always be
had of coming here. It can wasily
he ascertained whether any of our
reople are at Deming by enquiry at
Cheney Bros.” feed and ssle stahle,



